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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN CYPRUS 

Report by the Director-General 

This report is submitted in accordance with resolution WHA33.22 
and concerns the continuing health assistance provided by UNHCR and WHO 
to Cyprus in 1980-1981. Information is given on the funds made avail-
able by UNHCR under the programme of United Nations Humanitarian 
Assistance in Cyprus, and by WHO from its regular budget. 

1• Introduction 

1.1 The Thirty-third World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA33.22, requested the Director-
General : 

"to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus, 
in addition to any assistance made available within the framework of the efforts of the 
Coordinator of United Nations Humanitarian Assitance in Cyprus, and to report to the 
Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly on such assistance." 

1.2 The Director-General's report to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly (document АЗЗ/24) 
described the assistance provided to Cyprus during the period April 1979-March 1980. The 
present report deals with the joint U N H CR / W H O action undertaken to meet the health and medical 
needs of refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus during the biennium 1980-1981. It also 
provides information on the funds made available by UNHCR and WHO for that purpose. 

2• Assistance provided and sources of funds 

2.1 WHO continued its technical collaboration with the provision of medical supplies and 
equipment for the rehabilitation and development of health services. 

2.2 In technical terms, WHO collaboration covered the strengthening of public health 
laboratories with supplies arid equipment to improve diagnostic and rehabilitation services, 
enhancement of manpower resources, and support to disease control measures, including those 
that would safeguard the country against the reintroduction of malaria. 

2.3 Total WHO assistance to the various health projects in the country during 1980-1981 has 
been of the order of US$ 362 860. 

2.4 From its regular budget during 1980-1981， WHO has made available US$ 53 000 for the 
rehabilitation programme alone, together with US$ 212 540 for fellowships in different areas of 
health services development. 

2.5 In addition, WHO worked closely with UNHCR and UNDP to provide technical and logistic 
assistance in equipping the antenatal diagnostic and thalassaemia prevention centre at Nicosia 
General Hospital. UNHCR made available US$ 400 000 for the purchase and delivery of medical 
equipment for this centre, whereas UNDP provided US$ 28 800 for fellowships. 
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2.6 WHO is also advising UNHCR on equipping haematology laboratory facilities at the Nicosia 
General Hospital• 

2.7 Jointly with UNHCR and the health authorities of Cyprus, WHO maintained close vigilance on 
the hospital construction project in Larnaka. The 250-bed hospital, the construction and 
equipping of which is to be financed by UNHCR, is expected to cater for a population of 146 000, 
of whom 65 000 are displaced persons• Further technical collaboration from WHO in this joint 
venture is being developed. 

2.8 Further WHo/uNHCR collaboration is envisaged for 1981 through the implementation of three 
medical projects, namely: miscellaneous medical equipment for the Health and Welfare Service ； 

equipment for the neurosurgery unit of Nicosia General Hospital； and equipment, spare parts 
and raw materials for the haemodialysis unit. 

2 .9 WHO will 
population in 

continue its collaboration with UNHCR to assist in meeting the health needs of the 
the present situation. 


