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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES (Document АЗЗ/l) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the General Committee that it was required under Rule 33 of the 
Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly to transmit the provisional agenda to the Assembly 
with its recommendations. He drew attention to two applications for admission to membership 
of WHO, made by San Marino and by Zimbabwe； the latter had previously been an Associate 
Member. The requests had been received on 25 March and 21 April 1980 respectively and had 
been communicated to all Member States. He suggested the General Committee recommend that 
the Assembly place them on its agenda under item 13： "Admission of New Members and Associate 
Members", as sub-items 13.1 "Application by San Marino for admission to membership" and 
13.2 "Application by Zimbabwe for admission to membership". 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN then suggested the General Committee recommend that the Assembly delete from 
the agenda item 35 (Supplementary budget for 1980-81)•and item 40 (Working Capital Fund) with 
its two sub-items which carried the qualification "if any", since they had become irrelevant. 
He also suggested that in item 34 (Review of the financial position of the Organization) the 
words "(if any)" at the end of sub-item 34.3 should be deleted, since that sub-item was in 
fact going to be considered, certain Members being in arrears in the payment of their contri-
butions to an extent which might invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. 

It was so agreed. 

In regard to allocation of agenda items to Committees A and В, the General Committee 
recommended that items be allocated as announced in the provisional agenda prepared by the 
Executive Board, it being understood that items could subsequently be transferred from one 
Committee to the other according to the stage they had respectively reached in their work. 

Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), while agreeing with the allocation of 
items recommended, wondered why it had been provided that item 11 (Study of the Organization's 
structures in the light of its functions) should be considered in plenary, not in committee. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the General Committee had initially intended it should be 
free to recommend that the item be considered in committee if it thought fit. Nevertheless 
he himself had personally suggested that the matter be debated in plenary because lengthy 
preliminary discussions had already taken place both in the Regional Committees and in the 
Executive Board, and the Board had already prepared a draft resolution it was recommending the 
present Health Assembly adopt. 

Dr GALAHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) was aware of the developments the 
Director-General mentioned because he had taken part in the discussions on the subject in the 
Board. Nevertheless he considered that the Director-General's excellent report on the 
subject, made in compliance with the request made by the Health Assembly in resolution 
WHA31.27, should receive detailed discussion in committee. In addition, Committee В ought 
to consider under agenda item 41 the question of the periodicity of Health Assemblies 
considered from the point of view of study of the Organization's structures in the light of 
its functions. It seemed illogical for two aspects of the same subject to be considered 
one in plenary and the other in committee. He considered therefore that it would be at once 
more logical, more correct with regard to Committee В, and more effective if item 11 were 
transferred from the agenda of the plenary meetings to that of Committee В. 

Requested by the CHAIRMAN to give his views on the matter, Dr ABDULHADI (representative 
of the Executive Board) explained why the Board had thought it advisable to recommend the item 
be considered in plenary. The Board had considered that all the delegates to the Health 
Assembly ought to have an opportunity to participate in the debate and that a discussion in 
plenary would have more impact. 



After a brief exchange of views, in which there took part Mr BOYER (United States of 
America), who said he agreed with the arguments advanced by the Director-General arid the 
representative of the Executive Board, Dr KLIVAROvX. (Czechoslovakia), who supported the 
suggestion of the delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and Dr GALAHOV (Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics) himself who, despite his reservations, agreed not to press for 
the item to be transferred to Committee B, the CHAIRMAN proposed that the General Committee 
recommend that the Assembly accept the original proposal that item 11 be considered in plenary. 

It was so agreed. 

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the General Committee that the Executive Board had decided at its 
sixty-fifth session that the Assembly should complete its work not later than the end of the 
third week of the Assembly's session. He also drew its attention to document А З З / g c / i which 
contained a preliminary indicative time-table for the work of the Thirty-third World Health 
Assembly, drawn up in accordance with resolution WHA32.36. The time-table might be revised 
subsequently if necessary. 

The General Committee drew up， accordingly, the programme of meetings for the afternoon 
and for Wednesday, 7 and Thursday, 8 May. 

It was agreed that the proposals for the election of members entitled to designate a 
person to serve on the Executive Board should be submitted not later than lOhOO on Monday, 
12 May. 

With reference to the list of speakers wishing to speak in the general debate on 
items 9 and 10 of the agenda, the CHAIRMAN suggested that the order in which requests to 
speak had been made should be strictly observed and that further requests should be placed 
on the list in the precise order in which they were received. 

It was so agreed. 

After the General Committee had heard Dr ALDEREGUIA VALDES-BRITO (General Chairman of the 
Technical Discussions), the CHAIRMAN said he would inform the Assembly that the technical 
discussions would take place in the morning and afternoon of Friday, 9 May, and the morning 
of Saturday, 10 May. 

In regard to fixing the Assembly* s working hours, the General Committee agreed following 
an exchange of views between a number of delegates, to retain a suggestion made by Dr Field 
(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) that plenary meetings should begin in 
the morning half an hour earlier and should end in the evening half an hour later than in 
previous years. The Assembly would accordingly meet in plenary from09h00 to 12h30 and from 
14h30 to 18h00 when the General Committee was not meeting, the afternoon plenary meeting ending 
at 17h30 when a meeting of the General Committee was to be held. The main committees would 
for the time being meet at the customary times, namely from 09h30 to 12h30 and from 14h30 to 
17h30, and the General Committee would meet at either 12h30 or 17h30. 

The meeting rose at 13h30. 


