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ASSESSMEOT OF ZIMBABWE 

Pending the establishment of the rate of assessment of Zimbabwe by the 
United Nations Committee on Contributions, the Director-General recommends 
that the World Health Assembly (i) fix a provisional assessment for this 
Member and (ii) authorize him to adjust the accounts of the Organization 
by cancelling the contributions recorded as being due for the period 1967-
1981 by Southern Rhodesia, whose associate membership was effectively 
suspended in 1965. 

Provisional assessment of Zimbabwe 

1. Zimbabwe, which under the name of Southern Rhodesia, was an Associate Member of WHO since 
16 May 1950, was admitted to membership of the Organization by the Thirty-third World Health 
Assembly on 6 May 1980, subject to its depositing a formal instrument of acceptance of the WHO 
Constitution with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

2. Pending a recommendation concerning the rate of assessment for this State by the United 
Nations Committee on Contributions, on the basis of which the definitive assessment of Zimbabwe 
could be fixed by the World Health Assembly, the Director-General recommends that Zimbabwe be 
assessed at a provisional rate of 0.01% for 1980-1981 and future financial periods, to be 
adjusted to the definitive assessment rate when established by the World Health Assembly. 

3. When considering the provisional assessment rate for 1980 the Health Assembly will wish to 
take into consideration operative paragraph 1 of resolution WHA22.6 in which the Twenty-second 
World Health Assembly decided "that from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with 
the practice followed by the United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admis-
sion". In accordance with this practice, the 1980 assessment rate of Zimbabwe, which acceded 
to membership of WHO on 6 May 1980，will need to be reduced to one-third of 0.01%. 

Unpaid contributions of Southern Rhodesia 

4. The Assembly may also wish to consider what action should be taken with regard to the con-
tributions recorded as being due by Southern Rhodesia. 

5. Southern Rhodesia was admitted to associate membership by the Third World Health Assembly 
on 16 May 1950. Following the illegal declaration of independence on 11 November 1965, the 
Government of the United Kingdom withdrew "the authority of the Representatives of Southern 
Rhodesia who were appointed by the former Government to represent Southern Rhodesia at the World 
Health Organization11. 

6. Southern Rhodesia ceased paying its assessed contributions in the course of 1967. The 
unpaid contributions of Southern Rhodesia for the years 1967 to 1971 are included in the budget 
surpluses for those years, and as such they form part of the поп-с ash portion of the Assembly 
Suspense Account. 
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7. In a communication dated 22 May 1968 the Government of the United Kingdom informed the 
Director-General as follows: 

'Vhilst the territory of Southern Rhodesia remains an Associate Member of the World Health 
Organization, the illegal declaration of independence in 1965 has had the consequence 
that the associate membership is in suspense so far as Southern Rhodesia's enjoyment of 
it is concerned. Financial transactions between the Organization and the regime (includ-
ing the payment of contributions) have been suspended until the return of legality in 
Southern Rhodesia.“ 

8. In view of this communication from the Government of the United Kingdom, it became evident 
that payment of the contributions of Southern Rhodesia could not be expected to be received and 
that such non-payment would mean a loss of income to the Organization, In the light of expe-
rience and considering the prudent financial measures adopted by the Executive Board and the 
World Health Assembly in the past, the Director-General recommended that the assessment of 
Southern Rhodesia be placed in the Undistributed Reserve for 1972 and future years. 

9. The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly (1971) accepted the recommendation of the 
Director-General and in resolution WHA24.14 decided "that in 1972 and future years the amount 
of the annually assessed contribution of Southern Rhodesia to the regular budget of the Organi-
zation shall be placed in the appropriation section for Undistributed Reserve of the annual 
Appropriation Resolution". 

10. Pursuant to resolution WHA24.14 the assessments of Southern Rhodesia for the period 1972 
to 1981 have been included in the appropriation section entitled "Undistributed Reserve" of 
the Appropriation Resolutions adopted each year by the World Health Assembly from 1971 to 1979. 
Such an appropriation section has since 1952 been included in the Appropriation Resolutions in 
order to provide in the total budget of the Organization an amount equivalent to the assessed 
contributions of inactive Members, that is, those Members that have expressed their intention 
of withdrawing their membership of the Organization despite the lack of constitutional provision 
permitting such withdrawal and those Members or Associate Members that have ceased to partici-
pate in the activities of the Organization and whose membership was considered as being in 
suspense. In order to ensure that expenditure should not exceed income reasonably expected to 
be available during a given financial period, the Appropriation Resolutions adopted since 1952 
have provided that the obligations to be incurred during the given financial period be limited 
to the amounts included in the appropriation sections other than that for the Undistributed 
Reserve. By this method WHO has been able to avoid income deficits in its budgets which were 
unlikely to be recoverable, while still continuing to assess all Members and Associate Members. 

11. As the amounts regularly appropriated for the Undistributed Reserve are parts of the total 
budgets of WHO against which no obligations can be incurred, they are in effect budgetary sur-
pluses, although non-cash ones. As such, at the end of the relevant financial year or period, 
like the unpaid contributions of Southern Rhodesia for the years 1967 to 1971 referred to in 
paragraph 6 above, they are included in the поп-сash portion of the Assembly Suspense Account. 
Consequently, the assessed contributions of Southern Rhodesia for the period 1967 to 1979 
($ 194 720) form part of the поп-с ash portion of the Assembly Suspense Account; the contribu-
tion for the current financial period 1980-1981 ($ 43 300) is a component of section 10 (Unr 
distributed Reserve), of the Appropriation Resolution (WHA32.28) for the financial period 
1980-1981，and will be included in the поп-с ash portion of the Assembly Suspense Account at the 
end of the financial period. 

12. Having regard to the assessments of Zimbabwe proposed in paragraphs 2 and 3 above, the 
Director-General proposes that the contributions recorded as being due by Southern Rhodesia for 
the period 1967 to 1981, amounting to US$ 238 020，be cancelled, and that the paid-up advance 
by Southern Rhodesia to the Working Capital Fund, amounting to $ 510, be transferred in the 
Organization's books in favour of Zimbabwe. If the Health Assembly should agree to this pro-
posal, it may wish to consider the adoption of a resolution along the following lines: 
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"The Thirty-third World Health Assembly, 

Noting that Zimbabwe, which under the name of Southern Rhodesia, has been an 
Associate Member since 16 May 1950, was admitted to membership in the Organization on 
6 May 1980; 

Recalling that the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in resolution WHA22.6 decided 
that from 1968 new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice followed by 
the United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission; 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the unpaid contributions of 
Southern Rhodesia relating to the period 1967 to 1981; 

Recalling that associate membership of Southern Rhodesia had been suspended since 
1965; 

Considering that the unpaid contributions of Southern Rhodesia for the period 1967 
to 1979 form part of the noil-cash portion of the Assembly Suspense Account and that the 
unpaid contribution for the current financial period 1980-1981 is to be included therein 
at the end of the financial period; 

1. DECIDES 

(1) that Zimbabwe shall be assessed for 1980-1981 and future financial periods at a rate 
to be fixed by the World Health Assembly as and when an assessment rate for this country 
has been established by the United Nations Committee on Contributions； 

(2) that Zimbabwe shall be assessed at the provisional rate of 0.01% for 1980-1981 and 
future financial periods, to be adjusted to the definitive assessment rate when estab-
lished by the World Health Assembly; 

(3) that the assessment to be applied to 1980 shall be reduced to one-third of 0.01%; 

(4) that the paid-up advance of Southern Rhodesia to the Working Capital Fund, amounting 
to $ 510, shall be transferred in the Organization's books in favour of Zimbabwe; 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to adjust the accounts of the Organization by 
cancelling the contributions recorded as being due by Southern Rhodesia for the period 
1967 to 1981, amounting to $ 238 020." 

13. The deletion of Southern Rhodesia from the Undistributed Reserve has the effect of reduc-
i ng the total budget and therefore requires an amendment to the Appropriation Resolution for 
the financial period 1980-1981. The Director-General proposes that this amendment be dealt 
with under agenda item 38 (Amendment to the scale of assessments to be applied to the second 
year of the financial period 1980-1981) which involves a further modification of the total 
budget and the Appropriation Resolution. 


