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The Director-General reports in this document on the adoption by 
the United Nations General Assembly of resolution 34/58 entitled 
"Health as an integral part of development". A summary is given of 
the steps taken by the Director-General to enhance the collaboration 
between WHO and other organizations within the United Nations system 
in support of primary health care as the key to achieving health for 
all by the year 2000 following the adoption of this resolution and in 
compliance with resolutions WHA32.24 and WHA32.30. The procedures 
for the related reporting are briefly outlined. 

This document is submitted to the Health Assembly for its 
information. 

1.1 On 29 November 1979, at its thirty-fourth session, the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted by consensus a resolution entitled "Health as an integral part of development11 
(see Annex). The resolution was sponsored by delegations from all regions, representing both 
developing and industrialized countries. 

1.2 A draft of the resolution - then before the Second Committee of the General Assembly -
was brought to the attention of the Programme Committee of the Executive Board at its 
November 1979 session. At its meeting on 8 January 1980, following the resolution's 
adoption by the General Assembly, the Programme Committee requested the Director-General to 
submit a report to the Executive Board on the follow-up action to be taken by the Organization 
with regard to its part in the implementation of the resolution. 

1.3 Consequently the Executive Board was provided with an information document^ at its 
sixty-fifth (January 1980) session which contained an analysis of United Nations General 
Assembly resolution 34/58 and its implications for follow-up action. 

1.4 Members of the Executive Board warmly welcomed this resolution, which was a clear 
expression of the General Assembly's support to WHO*s country-based approach to formulating 
strategies for health for all by the year 2000 and a strong endorsement of WHO'S efforts to 
promote health development as an integral part of socioeconomic development. At the con-
clusion of its discussion the Board adopted a resolution containing a further resolution 
recommended for adoption by the Thirty-third World Health Assembly.^ 

1 Document EB65/lNF.D0C./5. 
2 Document EB65/198O/REC/I, p. 11 (resolution EB65.R11). 
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1.5 In this connexion, the resolution called upon "the relevant bodies of the United Nations 
system to co-ordinate with and support the efforts of the World Health Organization by appro-
priate actions within their respective spheres of competence". This was in line with the 
appeal in operative paragraph 10 of resolution WHA.32.30, adopted by the Health Assembly in 
May 1979,1 to all agencies and organizations within the United Nations system as well as all 
concerned bilateral agencies and nongovernmental organizations "to give full support to the 
formulation and implementation of national, regional and global strategies for achieving an 
acceptable level of health for all11，arid the pledge of "WHO'S full cooperation with these 
bodies in such joint endeavours". By the same Health Assembly resolution (operative 
paragraph 12(7))， the Director-General was also requested to propose measures， in agreement 
with the United Nations arid a number of related organizations and other interested agencies, 
for "joint action to accelerate the development of primary health care in the developing, and 
especially the least developed, countries11. Furthermore, the Health Assembly, in operative 
paragraph 2(2) of resolution WHA32.24, requested the Director-General to "conduct a study for 
consideration by the Executive Board on the subject of the strengthening of WHO1s cooperation 
with other organizations within the United Nations system in order to achieve the objective of 
health for all by the year 2000".2 

1.6 In resolution 34/58, the General Assembly also welcomed the decision of the World Health 
Assembly to ensure that WHO'S global strategy for health for all be reflected in its contribu-
tion to the preparation of the New International Development Strategy and called upon the 
Preparatory Committee for this Strategy to give full and careful attention to WHO'S contribu-
tion. The Director-General reports on the action taken by WHO in this respect under agenda 
item 46 (Collaboration with the United Nations system - General matters) (document A33/22). 

2. Action taken through the machinery of the Administrative Committee on Coordination 

2.1 The Director-General brought the relevant paragraphs of resolutions WHA32.24 and WHA.32.30 
to the attention of the October 1979 session of the Consultative Committee on Substantive 
Questions dealing with programme matters (CCSQ(PROG)) , which is a subsidiary body of the 
Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC). Various agencies and organizations within 
the United Nations system represented in CCSQ(PROG) expressed their willingness to collaborate 
with WHO in the implementation of the two Health Assembly resolutions, and it was decided that 
further discussions would take place at the spring 1980 session of the Consultative Committee. 

2.2 A WHO discussion paper on inter-organizational collaboration in support of primary health 
care as the key to achieving health for all by the year 2000 was accordingly presented to 
the March 1980 session of CCSQ(PROG). This paper referred briefly to the adoption of health 
for all by the year 2000 as the main social target of governments and WHO (resolution WHA30.43)； 
to the Alma-Ata Declaration; and to the process of formulation of strategies and programmes 
to achieve health for all. The need for inter-organizational collaboration in support of 
governments1 efforts in this respect as called for in resolutions WHA32.24 and WHA.32.30, and 
more particularly in United Nations General Assembly resolution 34/58 (which had been adopted 
since CCSQ(PROG) met in October 1979) , was stressed. 

2.3 The WHO discussion paper went on to analyse briefly the collaboration already existing 
between WHO arid other agencies and organizations of the United Nations system within the 
various programme areas of primary health care as defined in the Alma-Ata Declaration, and 
suggested additional areas for collaboration within each of these components. 

2.4 Several members of CCSQ(PROG) pledged their organizations' full support to collaborative 
efforts in the field of primary health care. It was agreed that WHO would provide the 
necessary leadership in ensuring inter-organizational collaboration and that the main thrust 
would be at the country level in direct support of government strategies and programmes, with 
the understanding that WHO programme coordinators would in this context mobilize the support 
of the resident coordinators of the United Nations system's operational activities for develop-
ment as well as that of representatives of other organizations at the country level. 

Document WHA32/l979/REc/l, p. 27. 
2 Ibid., p. 21. 
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2.5 Also, it was agreed that WHO would strengthen its direct contacts with the organizations 
with which the Organization already collaborates in support of primary health care programmes 
and take steps to promote cooperation with those who could potentially contribute to such 
programmes. A special reference was made to the need for associating the regional commissions 
of the United Nations in measures to support primary health care. Finally, WHO was requested 
to inform CCSQ(PROG) at its autumn 1980 session about the corporate action taken within the 
United Nations system in response to General Assembly resolution 34/58 as well as to 
resolutions WHA32.24 and WHA32.30. 

3• Follow-up procedures 

3.1 As already noted, operative paragraph 2(2) of resolution WHA32.24 requests the Director-
General to submit to the Executive Board a study on the strengthening of WHO's cooperation 
with other organizations of the United Nations system in order to achieve health for all by the 
year 2000. Furthermore， operative paragraph 12(7) of resolution WHA32.30 requests the 
Director-General to propose measures in agreement with the United Nations and related organi-
zations for joint action to accelerate the development of primary health care, and operative 
paragraph 12(11) requests him to present a progress report on implementation of the resolution 
to a future Health Assembly. Also, Executive Board resolution EB65.R111 contains a resolution 
recommended for adoption by the current Health Assembly which, if adopted, would (in its 
operative paragraph 2(3)) request the Director-General to report to the Thirty-fourth World 
Health Assembly in 1981 on steps taken for the implementation of United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 34/58. That report would include an account of the collective activities of the 
relevant bodies of the United Nations system in support of WHO's efforts. 

3.2 In view of the similarity of these requests for reporting to the Executive Board and the 
Health Assembly, the Director-General proposes to respond to them by presenting to the Board 
in January 1981 a study on the strengthening of WHO's cooperation with other organizations of 
the United Nations system in support of primary health care as the key to achieving health for 
all by the year 2000. Included in this study will be a review of the collaboration that has 
taken place between the interested agencies and organizations in this respect. After con-
sideration of this document by the Executive Board a report will be submitted to the Thirty-
fourth World Health Assembly in May 1981. 

3.3 The Director-General intends to report to the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council in 1981 on the progress achieved in the formulation of a global strategy for health 
for all by the year 2000 as requested by United Nations General Assembly resolution 34/58 
(operative paragraph 8). This will enable the Council to submit recommendations for further 
action by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session later that year. 

Document EB65/l980/REc/l, p. 11. 
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ANNEX 

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 34/58 OF 29 NOVEMBER 1979 

Health as an integral part of development 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) arid 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, containing the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974， containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties 
of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and international economic 
cooperation, 

Recalling also the United Nations conferences held in recent years on major issues 
relating to economic and social development and the establishment of the new international 
economic order, particularly the International Conference on Primary Health Care, jointly 
sponsored by the World Health Organization and the United Nations Children's Fund, held at 
Alma Ata, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, from 6 to 12 September 1978， 

Noting that a substantial portion of the population in many countries, developing as well 
as developed, lacks access to basic health services, and that people lacking adequate health 
cannot fully participate in or contribute to the economic and social development of their 
nation, 

Welcoming the important efforts of the World Health Organization, the United Nations 
Children's Fund and the other agencies of the United Nations system associated with the effort 
to attain the goal of health for all by the year 2000, as expressed in World Health Assembly 
resolutions WHA30.43 of 19 May 1977 and WHA.32.30 of 25 May 1979, 

Considering that peace and security are important for the preservation and improvement of 
the health of all people arid that co-operation among nations on vital health issues can con-
tribute importantly to peace, 

Cognizant of the vital role that health and health care play in the development of 
countries, particularly developing countries, 

1. Endorses the Declaration of Alma Ata J in particular the view that primary health 
care, aimed at the solution of the major world health problems through a combination of pro-
motive ,preventive, curative and rehabilitative measures, constitutes the key to the ultimate 
achievement of a healthful society, especially when primary health care is incorporated into 
the development process, particularly that of developing countries； 

2• Notes with approval the decision of the World Health Assembly, contained in 
resolution WHA32.30, that the development of the programmes of the World Health Organization 
and the allocation of its resources at the global, regional and country levels should reflect 
the commitment of that organization to the priority of the achievement of health for all by 
the year 2000; 

3. Calls upon the relevant bodies of the United Nations system to coordinate with and 
support the efforts of the World Health Organization by appropriate actions within their 
respective spheres of competence； 

4. Appeals to Member States to carry out the actions called for in the Declaration of 
Alma Ata； 

1 e/iCEf/l.1387, annex, sect. V. 
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5. Reiterates the appeal contained in paragraph 10 of World Health Assembly resolution 
WHA32.30 to the international community to give full support to the formulation and implemen-
tation of national, regional and global strategies for achieving an acceptable level of health 
for all; 

6. Welcomes the decision of the World Health Assembly to ensure that the global strategy 
shall be reflected in the contribution of the World Health Organization to the preparation of 
the international development strategy for the third United Nations development decade and calls 
upon the Preparatory Committee for the New International Development Strategy to give full and 
careful attention to the contribution of the World Health Organization; 

7. Calls upon Member States, both developed countries and developing， to co-operate 
with each other and with the World Health Organization in the exchange of technological 
information and expertise in order to facilitate the achievement of the primary health care 
goals； 

8. Requests the Director-General of the World Health Organization, after the sixty-
seventh session of the Executive Board of the World Health Organization and the thirty-fourth 
World Health Assembly, to submit a report to the Economic arid Social Council, at the appro-
priate session of 1981, on the progress achieved in the formulation of the global health 
strategy and calls upon the Council, in turn, to submit recommendations for further action by 
the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session. 


