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NINETEENTH MEETING 

. Friday, 25 May 1979， at 14h3Q w

Chairman: Professor R. SENAULT (France)

1. REVIEW OF SPECIFIC TECHNICAL MATTERS: Item 2.7 of the Agenda

Development of WHO's programme on alcohol-related problems (including health statistics 
related to alcohol): Item 2.7.3 of the Agenda (continued)

Consideration of a draft resolution

Dr HASSOUN (Iraq) introduced the following draft resolution prepared by the drafting
group:

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,
Recognizing that problems related to alcohol, and particularly to its excessive 

consumption, rank among the world's major public health problems,
Recalling resolutions WHA28,81, WHA28.84, WHA29.21 and EB63.R30 concerning, 

respectively, health statistics related to alcohol, the promotion of mental health and 
psychosocial factors and health,

Appreciating the work already carried out by the Organization and nongovernmental 
organizations on alcohol-related problems,

Noting the discussions of the Executive Board concerning the need to develop 
further the WHO programme on the above-mentioned problems,
1. DECIDES that problems relating to alcohol consumption, including health, social
and economic consequences, constitute serious hazards for human health, welfare and life, 
and that it is necessary, therefore, for Member States to pay greater attention to these 
problems;
2. URGES that Member States:

(1) take all appropriate measures to reduce the consumption of alcohol among all 
sectors of the population, but especially among young people, adolescents and 
pregnant women;
(2) develop intensive preventive programmes that include public information and 
education concerning alcohol problems, and ensure the provision of appropriate 
legislation and other measures enabling effective action to be taken, for example 
in relation to the production and sale of alcoholic beverages;
(3) undertake additional measures for the prevention, control and management of 
such problems as may arise in relation to alcohol consumption, including the 
provision of treatment and rehabilitation services and the development of the 
necessary manpower within the context of health services;
(4) develop and collect relevant and reliable statistical and other information 
related to alcohol consumption and its consequent problems;
(5) study the behavioural and sociological factors contributing to alcohol abuse;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to strengthen WHO* s capacity to respond to requests from governments to 
provide support for their efforts in dealing with the problems associated with 
alcohol;
(2) to encourage greater intercountry collaboration with respect to the prevention 
and treatment of alcohol-related problems by developing joint training programmes, 
reviewing existing trade practices and agreements relating to alcohol, establishing 
international criteria for reporting alcohol-related problems and levels of alcohol 
production, and ensuring the exchange of experience regarding particular preventive 
measures;
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(3) to promote joint consideration by the organizations of the United Nations 
system of the problems associated with alcohol and their alleviation, and specifi
cally to invite the United Nations Statistical Office, the International Labour 
Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to collaborate with 
WHO in this work;
(4) to seek additional funds from the United Nations, particularly from the bodies 
concerned with drug dependence, and from governmental and nongovernmental sources, 
and to study the possibility of establishing a special fund within the United Nations 
system, concerned with alcohol-related problems including alcoholism;
(5) to report on these matters to future Health Assemblies as appropriate;

4. REQUESTS the Executive Board to consider "Alcohol consumption and alcohol-related 
problemsи as the subject for Technical Discussions as early as possible.

Mr WEITZEL (Federal Republic of Germany) said that his delegation wished to record its 
reservation on operative paragraph 2(2), which it considered to represent no real improvement 
on the preceding draft.

Mr TANIGUCHI (Japan) expressed the reservations of his delegation on the same paragraph ; 
it considered that it did not come within the competence of WHO to urge action to be taken 
on the production and sale of alcoholic beverages•

Dr SAMBA (Gambia) suggested the addition of a reference to nongovernmental organizations 
in operative paragraph 3(3).

It was so agreed.

Decision: the draft resolution, as amended by the delegate of Gambia was approved.

2. FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A (Document А32/53)

Dr AZZUZ (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (Rapporteur) read out the draft fourth report of the 
Committee.

Decision: the report was adopted.

3. CLOSURE

After the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHAIRMAN declared the work of the 
Committee completed.

The meeting rose at 15h00.


