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The Regional Committee for Africa has recommended the adoption of 

Portuguese as a working language of the Committee and its use at the 

Regional Office. The material and financial implications of this 

proposal are outlined in the present report, which also contains a 

draft resolution for the Board's consideration. 

1. A number of Portuguese-speaking Member States in Africa, following their recent 

accession to independence, have requested that consideration be given to the introduction 

of Portuguese as an "official working language
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 of WHO ' S African Region. After reviewing 

a report by the Regional Director on this subject, the Regional Committee for Africa, at 

its twenty-eighth session (September 1978), adopted resolution AFR/RC28/R13, reading as 

follows : 

The Regional Committee, 

Having examined the Regional Director's report on the use of the Portuguese 

language at the Regional Office for Africa; 

Having considered the plan for the phased introduction of the Portuguese language 

in the Regional Office for Africa, 

1. THANKS the Regional Director for his report; 

2. RECOMMENDS the adoption of the Portuguese language as a working language of the 

Regional Committee for Africa and its use at the Regional Office for Africa; 

3 . ENDORSES the plan outlined in the report; and 

4 . REQUESTS the Director-General to submit this plan to the Executive Board, so that 

the first phase may be implemented in 1979, and that appropriate provision for the 

second phase of the plan be included in the proposed programme budget for 1980-1981• 

Legal aspects 

2 . In the absence of any constitutional provisions concerning the use of languages in the 

Organization's deliberative bodies, there is no constitutional or legal obstacle to the 

adoption of the Portuguese language as an additional working language of the Regional 

Committee for Africa or its use at the Regional Office for Africa. 
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Plan for phased implementation of Regional Committee's recommendation 

First phase (1979) 

3. As a first step in the phased introduction of the use of the Portuguese language it is 

proposed to provide interpretation from and into Portuguese at sessions of the Regional 

Committee, starting with its twenty-ninth session in 1979. The estimated annual cost 

would be approximately $ 17 0 0 0 . It is expected that this relatively modest amount could be 

absorbed within the regional budget allocations for 1979 and subsequent financial periods. 

Subsequent phases 

4 . The second and subsequent phases of the proposed extension of the use of the Portuguese 

language would begin at two-yearly intervals and would continue until the desired objective 

is achieved (i.e. the second phase would cover the biennium 1980-1981, the third phase 

1982-1983， and the fourth phase 1984-1985). 

5. In the second phase (1980-1981) selected documentation, including that prepared for, 

during and after Regional Committee sessions, would be translated into Portuguese, The 

budgetary provision for the biennium required for this purpose totals approximately 

$ 173 000 and would cover the estimated costs of the following staff and services over and 

above those proposed for the first phase: one translator, one clerk/stenographer, and 

various office and common services. 

6. In the third phase (1982-1983) the use of Portuguese in the Regional Office would be 

further extended so as to provide interpretation from and into Portuguese at four selected 

technical meetings per year as well as translation of the reports into Portuguese. The 

additional budgetary provision for the biennium required for this purpose, over and above 

that required for continuation of the second phase, would amount to approximately $ 112 000. 

1• In the fourth phase (1984-1985) the use of Portuguese would be brought to the level of 

the other working languages in the Regional Office. The additional budgetary provision 

over the previous biennium required for this purpose would amount to $ 297 000 and would 

cover the estimated costs of the following staff and services over and above those proposed 

in the first, second and third phases : one additional translator, one additional clerk/ 

stenographer, interpretation at additional technical meetings, common services, office and 

other services including temporary assistance (typing) and production of documents and 

reports. 

Summary 

8. O n the basis of the above plan for the phased introduction of the Portuguese language 

at the Regional Office for Africa, it would thus be necessary to make the following 

budgetary provisions for this purpose in the three biennia： 1980-1981, $ 173 000; 1982-1983, 

$ 285 ООО; and 1984-1985, $ 582 ООО. 

9. in view of the foregoing, and subject to the concurrence of the Board and the 

approval of the Health Assembly, a provision amounting to $ 173 000 has been included in 

the proposed programme budget for 1980-1981 for the purposes described in paragraph 5 of 

this report. 

10. After reviewing the above proposals, the Executive Board may wish to consider adopting 

a resolution along the following lines : 
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The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the use of the Portuguese 

language at the Regional Office for Africa；^ 

Noting that the Regional Committee for Africa at its twenty-eighth session, in 

September 1978, recommended the adoption of the Portuguese language as a working 

language of the Regional Committee for Africa and its use at the Regional Office for 

Africa, and endorsed a plan for the phased introduction of the Portuguese language at 

the Regional Office for Africa； 

Noting also that the cost of interpretation from and into the Portuguese language 

at the Regional Committee for Africa can be met from within the regional budgetary 

allocations for 1979 and subsequent financial periods; 

RECOMMENDS to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolution： 

"The Thirty-second World Health Assembly, 

"Having considered the report of the Director-General on the use of the 

Portuguese language at the Regional Office for Africa, presenting a plan for the 

phased introduction of that language at the Regional Office, and the recommendation 

of the Executive Board thereon； 

"1. ENDORSES the adoption of the Portuguese language as the third working 

language of the Regional Committee for Africa； 

"2. APPROVES the plan presented by the Director-General for the phased 

introduction of the Portuguese language at the Regional Office for Africa." 
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