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TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING 

Thursday， 26 January 1978, at 9hOO 

Chairman: Dr S . BUTERA 

1. DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION OF BIOMEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH: Item 23 of the 

Agenda (continued) 

Report on the global Advisory Committee on Medical Research: Item 23.1 of the Agenda 

(continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution prepared by 

the Rapporteurs : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the activities of the 

Advisory Committee on Medical Research, the Special Programme of Research, Development 

and Research Training in Human Reproduction, and the Special Programme for Research and 

Training in Tropical Diseases； 

Noting that pursuant to resolution WHA30
#
40 the Director-General, in consultation 

with the global and regional advisory committees on medical research, is further 

elaborating a comprehensive long-term programme in the field of development and 

coordination of biomedical and health services research; 

1
#
 THANKS the Director-General for his report; 

2. ENDORSES the steps taken to implement the relevant resolutions of the World Health 

Assembly, notably with respect to: 

(1) the emphasis on greater involvement of the global and regional advisory 

committees on medical research in the formulation and review of WHO's research 

activities； 

(2) the concept of special programmes for research and training in major action-

oriented programmes of the Organization； 

(3) the promotion of health services research in the context of national and 

regional priorities； 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report to the Thirty-first World 

Health Assembly together with comments made during its consideration at the Board's 

sixty-first session. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted.^ 

2. COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS : Item 33.1 of the 

Agenda (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution prepared by the 

Rapporteurs : 

1

 Resolution EB61.R36. 
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The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report by the Director-General 011 the development of codes of 

medical ethics； 

Recalling the repeated invitations addressed to WHO by the United Nations General 

Assembly to prepare a draft code of medical ethics relevant to the protection of persons 

subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment against torture and other cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment； 

Further recalling resolutions EB55.R64, EB57.R47 and WHA30.32 on this question; 

Keeping in mind the activities of the United Nations in setting ethical standards； 

REQUESTS the Director-General： 

(1) to transmit to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the study under-

taken on behalf of WHO by the Council for International Organizations of Medical 

Sciences (CIOMS) on "The role of health personnel in the protection of persons 

against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment", 

with the request that it be brought to the attention of the United Nations General 

Assembly at its thirty-third session； 

(2) to invite CIOMS and the World Medical Association to elaborate a draft code of 

medical ethics relevant to the protection of persons subjected to any form of 

detention or imprisonment against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment； 

(3) to transmit the draft code to be prepared by CIOMS and the W o r l d Medical 

Association to the sixty-third session of the Executive Board for its consideration 

before being forwarded to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for submission 

to the United Nations General Assembly; 

(4) to inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of this resolution, with 

the request that it be brought to the attention of the United Nations General 

Assembly at its thirty-third session. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted.1 

3. COORDINATION WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS : Item 34 of the Agenda 

Application of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official relations with WHO: 

Item 34.1 of the Agenda (Document EB61/39) 

Triennial review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO: Item 34.2 

of the Agenda (Document EB61/40) 

Dr SEBINA (Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations) said that 

in its triennial review the Standing Committee recommended that official relations be 

continued with 116 of the 118 nongovernmental organizations on the list. The organizations 

that had not replied to the Director-General
f

s questionnaire would be approached again, and 

comments received would be presented at the sixty-third session of the Board. The Standing 

Committee decided to recommend to the Board that the review should be spread over the three-

year period, one-third of the organizations being reviewed each year. That would permit a 

more detailed appraisal of each organization. The report of the Director-General on 

questions of overall policy would in principle still be submitted triennially but that would 

not preclude the presentation of a report by the Director-General in the interim should a 

question of policy arise requiring consideration by the Executive Board. That method of work 

1

 Résolution EB61.R35. 
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would rationalize the work of the Standing Committee. The review of the years 1975-1977 had 

underlined the successful results of W H O
1

s cooperation with nongovernmental organizations. 

The Committee thought that collaboration should be oriented in such a way as to bring it more 

into line with WHO
1

 s General Programme of Work and medium-term programming. 

The Standing Committee had considered application submitted by three nongovernmental 

organizations seeking admission into official relations. The Committee recommended the 

establishment of official relations with two of those and to postpone the decision concerning 

the third. He drew attention to the two draft resolutions contained in the report. The 

first of these read: 

The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations 

on its triennial review of the 118 nongovernmental organizations in official relations 

with WHO; 

Recognizing that relations with nongovernmental organizations are of considerable 

importance to the realization of the overall objectives of the Organization; 

Stressing the importance of orienting the Organization's collaboration with non-

governmental organizations in accordance with WHO 'is general programme of work and medium-

term programming； 

Considering that the present arrangements for the triennial review of nongovern-

mental organizations in official relations with W H O , whereby the list is reviewed in its 

totality once every three years, does not permit a sufficiently detailed review of each 

nongovernmental organization; 

1. DECIDES : 

(1) to maintain official relations with 116 nongovernmental organizations； 

(2) to suspend official relations with the International League of Dermatological 

Societies, and with the Transplantation Society; and further 

2. DECIDES : 

(1) that the review of nongovernmental organizations be spread over the three-year 
period, one-third of the organizations being reviewed each year； 

(2) that the report of the Director-General on questions of overall policy should 

continue to be presented triennially unless questions requiring consideration by the 
Executive Board should arise in the interim; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to all nongovernmental 

organizations in official relations with WHO. 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the first part of the report. 

Dr KASONDE requested clarification on the recommendation to suspend official relations 
with the Transplantation Society. He thought that suspension of official relations with 
that Society might not be justified, since the Organization was interested in both the 
research and the ethical aspects of transplantation. 

Dr SEBINA (Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations) said 

that relations with the Transplantation Society had been discussed in some detail. The 

Committee had been informed that most of the members of that Society were also members of the 

International Union of Immunological Societies, which was also in official relations with 

WHO. 
< 

Dr KLIVAROVA (alternate to Professor Prokopec) supported Dr Kasonde. The important 

question was one of ethics and not of immunology. WHO was an international organization, 

concerned with the protection of all men, and should therefore be concerned with the way in 

which transplantations were carried out. Transplantation to save a rich or highly placed 

person to the detriment of another life was just one of the possible ethical questions that 

might arise. She did not understand why the Society in question should wish to break its 

cooperative links with WHO, 
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Dr KASONDE suggested amending the draft resolution to indicate that the Transplantation 

Society had itself expressed doubts as to the usefulness of official relations with W H O . 

Dr A C O S T A , as a member of the Standing Committee, said that during its deliberations 

the Committee had taken the view that official relations should be a reciprocal activity. 

The Transplantation Society had indicated that its official relations with WHO might 110 

longer be justified, and the Standing Committee had therefore decided to > recommend suspension 

of those official relations. 

Dr KASONDE agreed that it was not possible to force an organization to maintain official 

relations with W H O . He still thought that the resolution should be amended as he had 

suggested. 

Dr KLIVAROVA (alternate to Professor Prokopec) agreed with Dr Kasonde that the 

resolution should be amended to include mention of the fact that the Transplantation Society 

did not wish to continue in official relations with W H O . 

Dr TORRIGIANI (Immunology) said that at the time the Transplantation Society had been 

admitted into official relations with WHO the International Union of Immunological Societies 

had not been formed. The interests of the two organizations overlapped considerably, 

although the latter was broader and more comprehensive in scope. The two societies worked 

closely together and by and large had a common membership. All aspects of transplantation 

could be covered by the International Union of Immunological Societies. Further, the work 

of the Transplantation Society was very specialized. He reassured the Board that there 

would be no decrease in the interest of WHO in transplantation. 

Dr SEBINA (Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations) proposed 

that operative paragraph 1, subparagraph (2) should be amended to read "to suspend official 

relations with the International League of Dermatological Societies;" and that a new 

subparagraph (3) should be added to operative paragraph 1, to reflect the views of the 

Executive Board. 

Dr KLIVAROVA (alternate to Professor Prokopec) supported that approach. She hoped that 

the International Union of Immunological Societies would be in a position to cover the 

important legal aspects of transplanation, which were also of interest to W H O . 

Dr KASONDE agreed with that comment and supported Dr Sebina
1

 s proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution concerning the triennial 

review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with W H O , taking into account 

Dr Sebina
1

 s proposal. 

Decision: 

(1) It was agreed to replace subparagraph 1(2) by two subparagraphs, reading: 
11

 (2) to suspend official relations with the International League of 

Dermatological Societies； 

"(3) to suspend official relations with the Transplantation Society in 

conformity with the views expressed by this Society in its reply to the 

questionnaire submitted to it by the Director-General； and further" 

(2) The resolution, as amended, was a d o p t e d ) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the second draft resolution contained in the 

report, concerning application of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official 

relations. 

2 
Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

1

 Resolution EB61.R38. 
2

 Resolution EB61.R39. 
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4. PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DURATION OF THE THIRTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 35 of 

the Agenda (Rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly; Official Records 

No. 242 (decision xi); Document EB61/41) 

The DEPUTY DIRECT OR- GENERAL, introducing the item, said that the Board was required, under 

Rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, to prepare the provisional 

agenda of each regular session of the Health Assembly after consideration of proposals 

submitted by the Director-General. Those proposals were now before the Board. In accordance 

with resolution EB61.R29, sub-item 2.6.3 should be deleted. In accordance with the Board
1

 s 

decision to set up an Ad Hoc Group on Malaria, a new sub-item entitled "Malaria control 

strategy" should be added under item 2.6 (Review of specific technical matters). The new 

sub-item might follow immediately sub-item 2.6.5 (Smallpox eradication: current status on 

certification). In accordance with resolution EB69.R28, the Board might agree to add a new 

sub-item under item 2.6 (Review of specific technical matters). That sub-item would be 

entitled "Medium-term programme for mental health" and would be placed immediately before 

item 2.6.13 (Medium-term programme for health manpower development)
#
 Item 3.12 should read: 

"Agreement with the Islamic Development Bank". 

He recalled that the Thirtieth World Health Assembly had requested the Board, in 
determining the date of sessions of the Health Assembly, to fix also the duration of each 
session. In response to that request, the Executive Board at its sixtieth session had 
decided that the duration of the Thirty-first World Health Assembly should be fixed by the 
Board at the sixty-first session, at the time of the preparation of the provisional agenda for 
that Assembly. The matter was therefore before the Board for consideration. 

In fixing the duration of the Thirty-first World Health Assembly, the Board might wish 
to take into account certain facts relating to previous sessions of the Assembly. Over the 
past seven years, the average duration of the Health Assembly had been just over 17 calendar 
days, ranging from 16-l/2 days in 1974 to 18 days in 1976. Executive Board sessions following 
the World Health Assembly had averaged one and a half days in duration, with a maximum of two 
days. Views had been expressed at the Thirtieth World Health Assembly and the sixtieth 
session of the Executive Board that the duration of the Assembly should be as short as 
possible, compatible with satisfactory consideration of the agenda. Bearing that in mind, 
and in view of the fact that the Thirty-first World Health Assembly would not be required to 
review the full programme budget document or a General Programme of Work, the Director-General 
proposed for the consideration of the Board that the Thirty-first World Health Assembly should 
close on Wednesday, 24 May 1978, at 13h00. Since the Board had already decided that the 
Assembly should begin on Monday, 8 May 1978, that would give a duration of 16 calendar days. 
If it were so decided, it would then be possible (as would be considered under item 36 of the 
agenda) to convene the sixty-second session of the Executive Board on the following day, i.e., 
Thursday, 25 May 1978, and to complete that session before the end of that week, instead of 
holding the session in the fourth week after commencement of the Health Assembly, as had been 
the practice in the past. 

Dr CASSELMAN proposed that an appropriate grouping of items of the agenda be prepared in 

order to expedite the work of the Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Dr Casselman had made a valid suggestion and, if there were no 

objections, he would work with the Secretariat to prepare such a grouping. 

It was so agreed. 

Dr CUMMING said that, in common with other members, he was eager to get the work of the 

Health Assembly finished as quickly as possible - but also as effectively as possible. If 

the closure of the Health Assembly was fixed at too early a date, there might be insufficient 

time for adequate consideration of all the items of the agenda, and that might lead to some 

stress during discussions. Although not opposed to the Director-General's proposal, he 

thought it should be approached with caution. 

Professor REID recalled that the timing of sessions 

past. In his opinion, the Health Assembly usually lost 

week and usually finished by Thursday at the latest. 

had been frequently discussed in the 

momentum half way through the third 
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Most delegates, with problems in their own countries, were anxious to return home as 

soon as possible. The Director-General
 !

s proposal would effectively shorten the Assembly by 

only half a day - and considerable expense was involved in financing an extra weekend in 

Geneva for Board members. He assumed that the proposal indicated that the Secretariat would 

be able to prepare all the necessary documents in time for the Board's session. The work of 

the Health Assembly would be helped by Dr Casselman 's suggestion. He supported the 

Director-General's proposal. 

Dr KLIVAROVA (alternate to Professor Prokopec) was not in favour of prolonged sessions 

but felt that adequate time should be given for the Health Assembly
1

 s discussions. She 

therefore suggested that the Thirty-first World Health Assembly should close on Thursday, 

25 May 1978, and that the sixty-second session of the Executive Board should be convened on 

Friday, 26 May 1978， continuing its work on Saturday, 27 May 1978, if necessary. 

Dr DIAMINI agreed with Professor Reid. If a consensus could not be reached, a vote 

might have to be taken. The Board should be prepared to try out new ideas and should 

therefore fix the closure of the Thirty-first World Health Assembly for Wednesday, 24 May 1978. 

In future, the Board might also like to fix a date for the closure of the January session of 

the Executive Board, in order to prevent discussions from losing momentum. 

Dr ABDUL HADI understood Dr Cumming's concern about the effect on the Assembly
 f

s 

discussions of fixing a specific date for the conclusion of the session. However, to do so 

might serve to concentrate these discussions. If more time was required, the Assembly could 

extend its working day or hold night meetings. 

Dr VIOLAKI-PARASKEVA agreed with the closing date for the Assembly proposed by the 

Director-General. In 1978, the Assembly would not be called upon to make a detailed 

examination of the budget. If necessary, a meeting could always be held in the afternoon of 

24 May. 

Dr SEBINA, expressing agreement with Dr Violaki-Paraskeva, said that it was desirable to 

fix the closing date for the Assembly in order to facilitate travel arrangements to the less 

accessible destinations. 

Dr CUMMING said that he had not raised an objection to the Director-General 's proposal; 

he had merely suggested that its implications should be considered. 

Dr ACOSTA (Rapporteur) asked whether the Board wished the resolution to contain a 

reference to the time as well as the date of the closure of the Assembly. 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) explained that the Secretariat had suggested the 
time of 13h00 because it needed half a day to effect the move from the Palais des Nations to 
WHO headquarters. If the Assembly held a meeting in the afternoon of 24 May, it would not 
be possible for the Board to begin its session until the afternoon of 25 May. 

Dr SEBINA and Dr ABDUL HADI suggested that the time of the closure should not be fixed. 

Dr VIOLAKI-PARASKEVA, concurring with the two previous speakers, said that the matter 
should be left flexible unless there was a statutory requirement to the contrary. 

The DEPUTY DIRECT OR-GENERAL read out Rule 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive 

Board, which stated in the English text that the Board should determine at each session the 

time and place of its next session. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the French text of that Rule referred to the date 

and place. There was therefore no legal objection to the Board fixing the dates for the 

closure of the Assembly and the beginning of its own session, without mentioning the time. 

The CHAIRMAN said he took it that the Board wished to adopt that course. 

It was so agreed. 
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Dr DLAMINI proposed that in the provisional agenda for the Assembly, item 2.5.4 should be 

amended to read "Development of WHO information systems programme". 

Decision: The amendment was approved. 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Dr ACOSTA (Rapporteur) read out the following draft 

resolution： 

The Executive Board, 

1. APPROVES the Director-General
f

s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Thirty-first World Health Assembly, including the amendment adopted by the Board; 

2 . DECIDES that the closure ox： the Thirty-first World Health Assembly shall be 

not later than Wednesday, 24 M a y 1978. 

Decision： The resolution was a d o p t e d ] 

Professor REID said that many changes for the better had taken place in the working 

methods of the Board during his period of service as a member. Members worked together in 

an exemplary spirit of understanding and consideration. However, it was difficult for new 

members to catch the spirit of the Board during the very short session held after the Health 

Assembly. He therefore proposed that an informal meeting might be held to welcome new 

colleagues, at which the Chairman might explain how the Board conducted its business and the 

Director-General how it related to the Secretariat. In addition, members of the Secretariat 

might be present to answer informal questions on their areas of responsibility. If his 

proposal commended itself to members of the Board, he would suggest leaving the practical 

arrangements to the Secretariat. 

Dr ALENCASTRE GUTIERREZ endorsed Professor R e i d
1

s proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he believed Professor Reid
1

 s proposal was unanimously accepted by 

the Board and asked the Secretariat to take note of it. 

It was so agreed. 

5, DATE AND PLACE OF THE SIXTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 36 of the Agenda 

(Article 26 of the Constitution) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that, as decided under agenda item 35, the 

Thirty-first World Health Assembly would start on Monday, 8 May 1978 and close on Wednesday, 

24 May 1978. Should the Board so decide, the Director-General could make the requisite 

material arrangements for the sixty-second session of the Board to be convened in Geneva on 

Thursday, 25 May 1978, either in the morning or afternoon, depending on the time at which the 

Health Assembly closed the preceding day. The average duration of the Board session immedia-

tely following the Assembly had, over the previous seven years, been one and a half days, with 

a maximum of two days. It was therefore probable that if the session of the Executive Board 

began on Thursday, 25 May 1978， either in the morning or the afternoon, it could complete its 

work by Friday evening, 26 May 1978, or at the latest by mid-day on Saturday, 27 May. Thus, 

for the first time, a Health Assembly and the session of the Board immediately following it 

would be held within a period of three weeks. 

Decision: It was agreed that the sixty-second session of the Executive Board would 

be convened on Thursday, 25 May 1978， at WHO headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland. 

1

 Resolution EB61.R40. 
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6. APPOINTMENT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER CERTAIN FINANCIAL 

MATTERS PRIOR TO THE THIRTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 37 of the Agenda 

(Article 34 of the Constitution; Article 12.9 of the Financial Regulations； 

Document EB61/42) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that Article 34 of the Constitution and 

Article 12.9 of the Financial Regulations required that the Board should receive, review 

and transmit to the Health Assembly, with any comments deemed necessary, the Director-

General
 !

 s Annual Financial Report and the External Auditor's report thereon. As the 

reports were only finalized in March each year and the Board did not normally meet again 

prior to the Health Assembly, past practice had been for the Board to comply with those 

statutory requirements by designating a committee of three members - which had been 

increased to four in 1977 - to consider and review those reports on behalf of the Board 

immediately prior to the main meeting of the Health Assembly, arid to report thereon to 

the Assembly. 

H e drew attention to the following draft resolution, which revised the one in the 

document before the meeting by adding for the Committee
!

s consideration an additional 

item, namely, a review of the Director-General
?

s report on any further developments that 

might affect the proposed supplementary budget for 1978 and his proposals for additional 

requirements for 1979: 

The Executive Board, 

Considering the provisions of Financial Regulations 11.4 and 12.9 concerning 

the final accounts and the report of the External Auditor; and 

Considering that there will not be a session of the Executive Board between 

the date of finalization of the 1977 financial and audit reports and the date of 

the convening of the Thirty-first World Health Assembly； 

1. ESTABLISHES a Committee of the Executive Board, consisting of 

and to meet on Monday 8 May 1978 to act on 
behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions of Financial Regulation 12.9 

in respect of the Director-General
T

s Financial Report for 1977 and the report(s) 

of the External Auditor for 1977 and to consider the following matters on behalf 

of the Board prior to the Thirty-first World Health Assembly： 

(1) transfers between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1977 

(additional, if any)； 

(2) Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 

which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; and 

(3) report of the Director-General on any further developments that would 

affect the proposed supplementary budget for 1978 and the proposals for 

additional requirements for 1979. 

2
#
 DECIDES that, in the event that any member of the Committee should be unable 

to serve, his successor or the alternate member of the Board designated by the 

government concerned, in accordance with Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

Executive Board, shall participate in the work of the Committee. 

That resolution could be completed by inserting in operative paragraph 1 the names of four 

members. Provision for replacement of any of the designated members who might be unable 

to serve had been included in the draft resolution. In conclusion, he recalled that any 

member of the Board who wished to do so might attend the meeting of the Committee as an 

observer at his or her own expense. 

‘ Dr CUMMING said that the membership of the Committee had been increased the previous 

year from three to four to match the corresponding increase in the number of representatives 

of the Board at the Health Assembly, all of whom had been appointed to serve 011 the Committee. 

He proposed that the practice should be continued, as it was helpful to the representatives. 
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Professor REID supported Dr Cumming
1

 s proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN said that if the Board was prepared 

would insert the names of the four representatives of 

operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution. 

to accept Dr Cumming
1

 s proposal, he 

the Board at the Health Assembly in 

It was so agreed. 

following names being inserted Decision: The draft resolution was adopted, the 

at the beginning of operative paragraph 1： Dr A . A . Al-Baker, Dr S. Butera, 

Dr W
#
 G. B. Casselman and Dr M. Violaki-Paraskeva. 

7. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 38 of the Agenda 

Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHAIRMAN declared the sixty-first 

session closed. 

The meeting rose at 10h50. 

•>v 女 Vc 


