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The Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations met on 17 January 1978 with the 

participation of the following members: Dr A. N. Acosta，Dr E. A. Pinto (alternate to 

Dr E. Aguilar-Paz), Mr R. Prasad, Dr D. B. Sebina and Professor K. Spies. 

Dr D. B. Sebina was elected Chairman. 

1. Triennial review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO 

The Standing Committee examined in detail the report of the Director-General,1 which 

analysed the replies to a questionnaire prepared for the triennial review and addressed to the 

118 nongovernmental organizations in official relations with W H O , and which included also 

suggestions for the strengthening of those relations. A supporting document containing a 

summary of comments received from the 97 nongovernmental organizations who replied to the 

Director-General
!

s communications, supplemented by the Director-General
f

s appraisal of existing 

relations with individual nongovernmental organizations, was also available to the Committee. 

The latter document was reviewed first and recommendations made, bearing in mind the 

requirements of the future orientation of the Organization
1

 s programme, as well as the further 

information supplied by the Secretariat in answer to members
 1

 questions. The Committee 

considered that official relations should be continued with all the nongovernmental organizations 

listed therein with the exception of the International League of Dermatological Societies and 

the Transplantation Society with each of whom it was recommended to suspend relations. In 

the case of the Transplantation Society the Committee noted that the suspension of official 

relations was in accordance with the wishes of the Society who had itself indicated in its 

reply that "affiliation of the Society to WHO may not be justified in view of the rather 

specialized and research-orientated interests of the Transplantation Society
1 1

. 

With regard to those nongovernmental organizations which had not supplied comments for 

inclusion in the Director-General
1

 s report the Committee recommended that the Director-General 

should bring to the attention of these nongovernmental organizations the importance attached 

by the Board to effective official relations, urging them to inform the Organization of their 

activities so that their relations with WHO should not lapse merely through a failure to comply 

with the administrative regulations of the Organization. It was also recommended that the 

results of the Director-General
f

s further consultations with these nongovernmental organizations 

should be reported to the Board at its sixty-third session in 1979. 

Commenting on the information given in the supporting document, the Committee felt that 

the summaries did not contain sufficient information to enable the members to assess whether 

satisfactory collaboration was taking place between a particular nongovernmental organization 

and W H O , arid that to enable a much more thorough analysis of the situation to be made in the 

future, more detailed information should be presented using the modern information system 

approach. 
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The Committee considered that the report of the Director-General^- underlined the 

successful results of WHO'S cooperation with nongovernmental organizations. Regarding the 

suggestions for future collaboration contained in Section VI of the report, the Committee 

felt it particularly important that W H O
f

s collaboration with nongovernmental organizations 

should be oriented in such a way as to bring it more and more into line with the Organization
1

 s 

general programme of work and medium-term programming. With this in mind and in order that 

a deeper analysis could be made of WHO
 !

s relations with nongovernmental organizations, it was 

suggested that in the future the review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations 

might be spread over the three-year period, thus reviewing one-third of the organizations each 

year. The report of the Director-General on questions of overall policy would in principle 

still be submitted triennially as at present, but this should not preclude the presentation of 

a report by the Director-General in the interim should a question of policy arise requiring 

consideration by the Executive Board. This method of work would not be in conflict with the 

regulations for the triennial review as set out in the Working Principles,^ and was recommended 

to the Board as an innovation which would facilitate and rationalize the work of the Committee 

in this respect. 

With regard to the suggestion relating to joint activities, the Committee, whilst not 

being opposed to the Organization contributing financially to these activities, sounded a note 

of caution lest the status of official relations with WHO might come to be equated inter alia 

with financial support for a nongovernmental organization. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the following resolution in connexion 

with its triennial review of official relations of nongovernmental organizations with WHO. 

TRIENNIAL REVIEW OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations on its triennial review of the 118 nongovernmental organizations in 

official relations with WHO；^ 

Recognizing that relations with nongovernmental organizations are of considerable 

importance to the realization of the overall objectives of the Organization; 

Stressing the importance of orienting the Organization
1

 s collaboration with non-

governmental organizations in accordance with WHO'S general programme of work and medium-

term programming; 

Considering that the present arrangements for the triennial review of nongovernmental 

organizations in official relations with W H O , whereby the list is reviewed in its totality 

once every three years, does not permit a sufficiently detailed review of each non-

governmental organization; 

1. DECIDES: 

(1) to maintain official relations with 116 nongovernmental organizations； 

(2) to suspend official relations with the International League of Dermatological 

Societies, and with the Trans plantation Society; and further 

1
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2. DECIDES : 

(1) that the review of nongovernmental organizations be spread over the three-year 

period, one-third of the organizations being reviewed each year; 

(2) that the report of the Director-General on questions of overall policy should 

continue to be presented triennially unless questions (requiring consideration by 

the Executive Board) should arise in the interim; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to all nongovernmental 

organizations in official relations with WHO." 

2. Consideration of applications from nongovernmental organizations for admission into 

official relations 

The Committee considered applications submitted by the following three nongovernmental 

organizations : 

International Association of Environmental Mutagen Societies 

European Society for Clinical Investigation 

International Organization for Medical Cooperation (Medicus Mundi) 

In undertaking its examination of these applications the Standing Committee was guided 

by the criteria contained in part 1 of the Working Principles Governing the Admission of Non-

governmental Organizations into Official Relations with WH。1 and by resolutions EB45.R41 and 

EB55.R54 adopted by the Executive Board on the subject. 

The examination was carried out on the basis of the replies submitted by the nongovern-

mental organizations to the questionnaire and the background information supplied in support 

of their applications. At the request of the Standing Committee the Secretariat provided 

further information on the general purposes, membership, aims and activities and working 

relations with WHO of the nongovernmental organizations concerned. 

The Standing Committee decided to recommend to the Executive Board the establishment of 
official relations with the following nongovernmental organizations: 

International Association of Environmental Mutagen Societies 

European Society for Clinical Investigation 

and the adoption by the Executive Board of the following resolution: 

RELATIONS WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 
Organizations,^ 

1. NOTES the report; 

2. DECIDES to establish official relations with the following nongovernmental 
organizations, 

International Association of Environmental Mutagen Societies 

European Society for Clinical Investigation.
1 1

 • 
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In its consideration of the application received from the International Organization for 

Medical Cooperation (Medicus Mundi) the Standing Committee recognized the humanitarian nature 

of its work, but decided to recommend to the Executive Board that a decision on admission into 

official relations be postponed until its meeting during the sixty-third session of the 

Executive Board in 1979, in order to allow time for the working relations to develop further, 

and for the true potential for collaboration of this nongovernmental organization with WHO to 

be fully assessed. 

The Committee also referred to the designations used by this nongovernmental organization 

in its application when referring to countries which are Member States of WHO. The 

Committee felt strongly that all nongovernmental organizations should be urged to employ the 

terminology which is used in the United Nations system. 


