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1. Introduction 

At its fifty-ninth session the Executive Board requested the Director-General to look 

into the possibilities of improving the conditions of work in the Executive Board Room, in 

respect of the air-conditioning, lighting and general atmosphere. Accordingly the 

Director-General commissioned an architect and a consultant electrical engineer to submit 

proposals for improvements that would enable the Executive Board to work under more 

acceptable conditions. 

2• Recommendations of the Director-General 

2.1 Lighting 

The study showed that the level of illumination can be regarded as adequate, but that 

there are some serious faults in the arrangement of the lighting equipment. This produces 

considerable contrasts between the level of illumination in different parts of the Board 

Room, resulting in excessive strain on the eyes, which are obliged to accommodate each 

time they look in a different direction. Moreover, while the level of horizontal 

illumination is within acceptable limits, the level of vertical illumination is less 

than half the acceptable level. Finally, the thermal radiation, glare and reflection 

from the incandescent lamps on the ceiling are extremely disturbing. 

The measures proposed, which would also make it possible to reduce energy consumption, 

are as follows: 

- r e m o v a l of the present ceiling lights； 

- i n s t a l l a t i o n of lamps along the side walls to light the ceiling from b e l o w , which 

would provide indirect lighting of the room; 

- i n s t a l l a t i o n of lamps to light the walls of the room and the conference table； 

- i n s t a l l a t i o n of direct and indirect lighting below the ceilings of all the galleries 

and lighting for the back of the galleries. 

The improvement produced by a better arrangement of the lighting system will be 

strengthened by replacing the blue carpet by a carpet of a lighter colour. 

2.2 Air-conditioning 

Following complaints voiced at the previous session about the operation of the air-

conditioning system, double doors forming an air-lock have been installed in the two 

corridors leading from the Board Room to the offices servicing the Board. Another air-

lock is to be constructed at the main entrance to the Board R o o m . 
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H o w e v e r , a real improvement can be achieved only by rearranging the air outlets and 

intakes in the R o o m . This work will be combined with the renovation of the air-conditioning 

equipment scheduled for 1978 under the renovation plan for the entire building. The 

rearrangement of the ducts will mean re-laying the floor of the Room. 

2.3 Conference table 

To ensure that future needs can readily be m e t , it will also be necessary to replace the 

present conference table by a large one w i t h five more places； this would bring the total 

number of places around the table to 41 (leaving a gap to allow access to the small central 

table). This enlargement of the conference table means removing the first row of desks and 

seats below the two side galleries and the row behind the Chairman. 

3 . Decoration of the walls 

It is not intended to change the teak woodwork above the galleries and above the simul-

taneous interpretation cabins. As regards the wall behind the Chairman, consideration could be 

g i v e n , now or at some later stage, to removing the wooden slats and replacing the present 

covering of dark fabric by a lighter-соloured covering, w h i c h would have the advantage of 

improving light distribution in the room. The estimated cost of this alteration is 

approximately $ 50 0 0 0 . 

4 . Natural lighting 

The possibility of making windows to provide natural lighting in the room was considered 

during the study. H o w e v e r , the Director-General feels that the additional expenditure 

required (of the order of $ 300 000) would be disproportionate to the expected benefits. 

5. Cost estimates 

The cost of the work recommended by the Director-General in section 2 above is estimated 

as follows: 

(1) Improvements to lighting 

(2) Replacement of the conference table, alterations to the floor, the 

floor and w a l l coverings, and construction of an air-lock entrance 

(3) Modifications to the simultaneous interpretation cables 

(4) Miscellaneous and unforeseen items 

US$ 

76 000 

143 000 

16 000 

15 000 

Total . . . 250 000 

(including architect
1

 s and engineers
 1

 fees) 一 

The cost of alterations to the wall behind the Chairman (estimated at $ 50 000) would be 

additional to the above amount. The improvement of the air-conditioning system, at an 

estimated cost of $ 180 0 0 0， w i l l be carried out as part of the renovation programme of the 

entire building described in the Director-General's report on the Real Estate Fund.^ 

6 . Conclusion 

If the Executive Board should agree to the Director-General
1

 s proposals, they could be 

carried out without the need for any additional appropriation to the Real Estate F u n d , as the 

estimated balance of the Fund at 31 December 1977 appears to be sufficient to cover the 

estimated expenditure of $ 250 0 0 0 . The additional cost of altering the wall behind the 

C h a i r m a n
1

 s seat, estimated at $ 50 000，could also be financed from the balance of the 

Real Estate F u n d . 
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