
^ ^ ^ ^ W O R L D HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

^ ^ ^ ^ ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

EB6I/25 

19 October 1977 

EXECUTIVE BOARD INOcXE^ 

Sixty-first Session 

Provisional agenda item 25 
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Report by the Director-General 

Resolution WHA30.18 authorized the Director-General to carry out 

the responsibilities of WHO under the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances, 1971, which came into force on 16 August 1976. A notifi-

cation submitted by WHO to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, to include salts of the 32 substances already scheduled 

(which were excluded from the original Convention), has been accepted. 

The Expert Committee on Drug Dependence has recently met to review the 

methodology required to schedule drugs under this Convention。 

1
#
 The Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 1971， is the most recent instrument for the 

international control of drugs of abuse» It came into force on 16 August 1976 and requires 

from WHO recommendations as to the need for, and the degree of, control of substances coming 

within the purview of the Convention. The World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA30.18 

(May 1977), requested the Director-General to transmit to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations relevant findings and recommendations under the terms of Article 2 of the Convention. 

2. The Commission on Narcotic Drugs of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, when 

deciding on the control status of the substance(s) in question, will take into account the 

communication from WHO, whose assessments shall be determinative as to medical and scientific 

matters. 

3
e
 The substances coming within the purview of the Convention 011 Psychotropic Substances 

differ in many respects from those covered by the previous treaties for the international 

control of narcotic drugs» This requires new methodological approaches to the assessment, 

by WHO, of the abuse potential of drugs that are candidates for the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances. To review such new methodology and to advise the Organization on its appropriate 

application, the Director-General convened an Expert Committee on Drug Dependence, whose 

report will be submitted to a future session of the Executive Board. 

4
e
 The Expert Committee advised WHO to establish, or strengthen, mechanisms which will give 

it timely access to the data necessary to assess public health and social problems and the 

therapeutic usefulness of psychotropic substances» All these activities will be carried out 

in close cooperation with Member States and other agencies. 

5. The Expert Committee also recommended that WHO should take action, under Article 2， 

paragraph 6, of the Convention on Psychotropic Substances, with regard to appropriate changes 

concerning chemical variations of substances currently controlled under that Convention. The 

Director-General has taken the necessary action by advising the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, in conformity with the findings and recommendations of the Expert Committee on 

Drug Dependence. 

6. The United Nations Commission 011 Narcotic Drugs invited the Organization to clarify a 

number of technical questions pertaining to Articles 3 and 10 of the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances. The Director-General invited a group of advisers, who met at WHO headquarters 

from 5 to 8 December 1977, to assist the Secretariat in these matters. 



EBÓl/25 

page 2 

7o The Director-General has also communicated to the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

the recommendation by WHO that Schedules I to IV of the Convention on Psychotropic Substances 

should be amended by the inclusion in each of these schedules of the salts of substances 

listed therein whenever the existence of such salts is possible。 

8 . The United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs has accepted that recommendation in its 

entirety. 
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