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TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE 

Report by the Regional Director 

The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive Board the attached 

report by the Regional Director for Europe on the twenty-seventh session of the Regional 

Committee. This report highlights those matters emanating from the session to which the 

Regional Director wishes to draw the attention of the Board. The full report of the 

Regional Committee is available to members of the Board on request. 
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REPORT BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR EUROPE ON THE WORK OF 

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The twenty-seventh session of the Regional Committee for Europe was held iri Munich from 

6 to 10 September 1977. Thanks to the efforts of the authorities of the Federal Republic of 

Germany, and those at state and local level, the Committee was provided with excellent 

administrative and practical facilities. 

The Committee elected the following officers: Professor H.-G. Wolters (Federal Republic 

of Germany) as Chairman; Sir Henry Yellowlees (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland) as Vice-Chairman; Dr D . Arnaudov (Bulgaria) as Vice-Chairman； and 

Dr N . Fikri Benbrahim (Morocco) as Rapporteur. Dr D . D . Venediktov (Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics) chaired the technical discussions. 

For the first time, the Committee did not have to consider a programme budget document, 

as the programme and budget for 1978 and 1979 had been recommended for approval the previous 

year. Consequently, the only budgetary item discussed was the proposed use of the Regional 

Director
!

s Development Programme funds for 1978 and 1979. 

The agenda therefore had several substantive items where the guidance of the Committee 

was sought as to the future of specific programmes. They included the medium-term programme 

in nursing/midwifery in Europe, health care of the elderly, and the role of the Regional 

Office in the field of cancer. The Regional Committee also considered the reports of two 

important new bodies : the Consultative Group on Programme Development, and the European 

Advisory Committee for Medical Research (EACMR). 

At the request of the previous session of the Regional Committee, a paper entitled 

'•International travel for health reasons" was presented, and was approved in resolution 

EUR/RC27/R7. 

In connexion with the annual report of the Regional Director, I stressed that 1977 marked 

the completion of the Fifth General Programme of Work and the beginning of the Sixth, 

activities for the first biennium of which had already been approved by the Committee. Given 

the worldwide economic situation, and the fact that no significant increases in the budget 

allocated to the Region could be expected, it was important for WHO in Europe to find other 

resources, such as voluntary contributions from Member States, increased participation by 

their institutions in WHO
 !

s activities, and secondment of national staff to the Regional 

Office for brief periods. 

The Committee had time to pay detailed attention to the annual report, and all the 

comments and suggestions made will be taken into consideration in the future planning of the 

work of the Office. The report was approved by the Committee iri resolution EUR/RC27/R1. 

One criticism made during the discussion on the annual report concerned a more balanced 

use of the official working languages in the Regional Office, especially for meetings. 

Another raised during the discussions in the Consultative Group on Programme Development 

concerned the geographical distribution of participation by countries in the activities 

organized by the Regional Office； I was requested by the Committee to give more attention to 

the equal treatment of all Member States in this matter. 

One important topic raised was the recent international discussion on the uses to which 

psychiatric services were put. Members of the Committee felt, however, that the matter could 

not be given due justice without recourse to reference documentation, which was not available. 
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The Consultative Group on Programme Development met for the first time in March 1977， in 

accordance with a decision of the twenty-sixth session of the Regional Committee and, in 

particular, the Director-General
!

s call for Regional Committee members to be more actively 

involved in the programmes of W H O , The report of the meeting, which included among other 

topics the criteria for priority-setting in the Regional Office
 f

s work and suggestions as to 

how governments could utilize the resources of these regional activities more effectively in 

their services, was approved in resolution EUR/RC27/R3. The Committee agreed to regular 

meetings of such a Consultative Group. I informed the Committee that, to strengthen it 

further, particularly in its "parliamentary work", I proposed to have a similar group 

established to deal with financial and administrative matters. This proposal was well 

received. 

When considering the report of the European Advisory Committee for Medical Research 

(EACMR)， the Committee welcomed the proposed concentration on health services research, rather 

than on fundamental or clinical research; it emphasized the need to establish links between 

research institutes in the different countries, since this line of approach would mean no 

extra cost to the Organization； and it strongly recommended that the work should be carried 

out through such institutes. The Committee also requested that the post of research 

coordinator at the Regional Office be established as soon as possible. The report of the 

E A C M R was approved by the Committee in resolution E U R / R C 2 7 / R 2 . 

The medium-term programme in nursing/midwifery in Europe, which outlines the Regional
1

 s 

general programme on the subject until 1983， was presented to the Regional Committee arid 

approved in resolution EUR/RC27/R4. Particular stress was placed on two points: first, that 

the programme should be implemented on the spot, where nursing care was delivered, i.e. at the 

patient 's bedside, in health centres, in the home and/or at the place of work； and, secondly, 

the hope that the programme would be a model for other regions and, more important, for 

national programmes in nursing care. The level of discussion indicated the interest of 

Member States of the Region in such a programme. 

The same comment could also be applied to the document presented on the health 

care of the elderly, which served both as a situation report, and as a basis for a future 

medium-term programme on the subject； the document was approved by the Committee in resolution 

E U R / R C 2 7 / R 6 . The Committee stressed the need for coordination, liaison and collection of 

information on the subject, as well as the fact that care of the elderly required a multi-

disciplinary approach and appropriate education of the health care personnel concerned. 

Furthermore, in the light of the overwhelming importance of the psychological side of the 

problems, stress was laid on the need to educate people to become adjusted to the fact that 

aging was a normal process. As the health care of the elderly was a global programme, the 

Committee advised the Regional Director to keep it informed in future of any imbalance which 

might be felt in the Regional Office between global and regional responsibilities. 

The Committee also considered the role of the Regional Office in the field of cancer, in 

the light of a document which took into consideration the regional Conference on Comprehensive 

Cancer Control held in Copenhagen in July 1977. In its resolution EUR/RC27/R9 the Committee 

requested the Regional Director, as soon as the recommendations of the next session of the 

Executive Board became known, to convene a consultative group to draw up a programme of 

comprehensive cancer control. Members stressed the need to distinguish between the respective 

responsibilities of WHO headquarters and IARC on the one hand, and those of WHO headquarters 

and the Regional Office on the other, but noted that the activities proposed by the Regional 

Office would not trespass on areas where others were already engaged. 

A document providing a breakdown of the Regional Director's Development Programme funds 

for 1978 and 1979 was presented to the Regional Committee and approved in resolution E U R / R C 2 7 / R 5 . 

This included research promotion and development; global programmes (prevention of road traffic 

accidents, health care of the elderly)； appropriate technology for health; national drug 

policies in management; urgent and unpredictable health problems. 
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The Committee felt that the proposals made were both pragmatic and interesting, and that 

they would enable the goals of the Regional Office to be better attained and also contribute 

to the worldwide activities of WHO in these fields. It recognized that the funds were 

somewhat modest, since some of the activities, such as research promotion and development, and 

the two worldwide programmes (prevention of road traffic accidents and health care of the 

elderly) might require large funds. 

The Committee confirmed that the subject of the main technical discussions at its twenty-

eighth session would be "The investigation and control of rheumatic diseases". It chose 

"Continuing education of health personnel and its evaluation" as the subject for the twenty-

ninth session (resolution EUR/RC27/R8)• 

The Committee also confirmed that its twenty-eighth session would convene in London from 

19 to 23 September 1978， and that at the invitation of the Finnish Government the twenty-ninth 

session would be held in Helsinki in September 1979 (resolution EUR/RC27/R10). In addition, 

it was agreed to celebrate, at the meeting in London, the thirtieth anniversary of W H O . It 

was left to the Regional Director and the host country to work out the details for a short 

ceremony. 


