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Report by the Director-General 

1. The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA29.25,^ paragraph 5， requested 
the Director-General "to institute as soon as possible a programme of operational economies in 
the headquarters component of the budget, including in particular reductions in existing staff 
levels in the most appropriate sections, which will produce within the period from now to the 
end of 1978 financial savings in real terms at least equal on an annual basis to the cost of 
the supplementary budget for 1976 or of any expenditure approved for the same purpose in 1977"， 
and to report thereupon to the fifty-ninth session of the Executive Board and the Thirtieth 
World Health Assembly. 

2. In order to give effect to the Health Assembly
1

s request, it has been decided to suspend 
the filling of most vacant posts at headquarters and of posts for interregional activities 
located at headquarters that have been proposed for abolition prior to 1 January 1979 in 
implementation of resolution WHA29.48. For this purpose it has been possible to identify some 
62 posts which are or will become vacant; of these 36 are in the professional category and 26 
in the general service category. The savings expected to accrue as a result of this measure 
will amount to approximately $ 1 900 000, which will be sufficient to cover the cost in 1977 of 
the increase in general service salaries and allowances in Geneva resulting from the 1975 
survey. 

3. The Director-General therefore no longer considers it necessary to propose a supplementary 
budget in 1977 to cover the above requirements. 
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