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This report is submitted in accordance with resolution WHA31 .26, 
and provides information on action taken by WHO, in cooperation with 
other international bodies, for emergency health and medical 
assistance to Lebanon during the period April 1978 - March 1979.

1 • Introduction

1.1 The Thirty-first World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA31 .26, requested the Director- 
General :

"to continue and intensify the Organization's health and medical assistance to Lebanon, 
with due regard to the distressing new situation created by the invasion of southern 
Lebanon, allocating for this purpose, and to the extent possible, funds from the regular 
budget and other financial resources, and to report to the Thirty-second World Health 
Assembly".

1.2 The Director-General's report to the Thirty-first World Health Assembly (document A3l/44) 
provided information on assistance given to Lebanon over the period May 1977 - March 1978.
The present report deals with such assistance during the period April 1978 - March 1979 and 
the funds utilized for that purpose.

2• Assistance provided and sources of funds

2 .1 A senior public health administrator was assigned to Lebanon in January 1977 .
Effective 1 June 1978 a WHO programme coordinator has been appointed in his place to assist 
the Ministry of Health in the rehabilitation programme. He has been helping to identify the 
emergency needs for the implementation of a national reconstruction programme, including a 
national sanitation programme, the strengthening of the emergency services, and the 
rehabilitation programme, within the health services plan. He also coordinates with other 
United Nations and bilateral agencies the assistance to be provided to Lebanon.

2.2 Following the invasion of southern Lebanon, WHO collaborated (April-June 1978) with 
UNICEF, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and the United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in assessing the destruction, evaluating needs, providing rural 
mobile health units , and assisting in the reorganization of the Ministry of Health .

2 .3 In August 1978 WHO collaborated with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and with the health authorities in Beirut in drawing up a list of medical 
requirements amounting to US$ 143 000. Owing to the destruction of port and shipping 
facilities, the supply of these requirements has had to be postponed.

2.4 To meet the emergency relief needs arising from recurrent strife in Beirut and the 
vicinity, the United Nations Committee on Assistance to Lebanon in October 1978 put at the 
disposal of WHO and other agencies an additional sum of US$ 500 000. Revised priority 
requirements determined in collaboration with the Ministry of Health amounted to US$ 283 000. 
WHO has been procuring the medical supplies needed •
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2.5 A request from the Government for financial support for equipping hospitals and 
dispensaries in southern Lebanon, to be reconstructed with Arab funds, is under consideration ; 
US$ 80 000 from the regular budget for the Eastern Mediterranean Region has been earmarked 
for this purpose. Additional sources of financing from the United Nations Trust Fund for 
Lebanon are being explored .

2.6 During the period under review, WHO responded to recurrent emergency phases , in 
addition to the national rehabilitation and reconstruction programme . Assistance was given 
through funds from the WHO regular budget (US$ 283 600 in 1978) . Funds from the Director- 
General 's and Regional Director's Development Programmes supplemented this original budget, 
which was exceeded by about US$ 110 000 in 1978.

2 .7 The funds made available through WHO from the United Nations Trust Fund for Lebanon 
totalled US$ 1 132 456 in 1978 and US$ 105 808 to March 1979.

2.8 UNICEF carried out substantial emergency relief, providing children's food and clothing, 
equipment, and supplies .

2.9 Close cooperation was maintained with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
and the League of Red Cross Societies .

2.10 Several nongovernmental organizations continued to provide valuable assistance to
Lebanon in different fields. WHO facilitated the services of these 
medical supplies on their behalf .

2.11 The Organization will continue this humanitarian operation in 
the Resident Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General, 
Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Development Programme, 
organizations concerned .
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