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Provisional agenda item 3.10.1 INDEXED

COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM:

GENERAL MATTERS

United Nations Water Conference : , |Д̂Я/г j

Follow-up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan 〜 八

f ц ,

Drinking-water supply and sanitation were discussed by the Executive Board at its 

sixty-third session when it reviewed the Director-General's report on the follow-up to the 

Mar del Plata Action P l a n . This report (document ЕВ6з/з4 A d d .2) and the supplementary 

information provided at the request of the Board (document ЕВбз/l N F .DOC./б) are attached as 

Annexes I and II.

1 2 
Following the review, the Executive Board adopted resolution EB63.R32 endorsing the

approach and action taken by the Director-General, transmitting his report to the present

Health Assembly, and recommending a resolution for its consideration.

See Executive B oard， sixty-third session: Summary records (document ЕВбз/бО), 
pp. 354-355"! 一 — 一  ̂ — ^

2
Executive B oard， sixty-third session : Resolutions and decisions (document ЕВбз/48),

p. 35.
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1 December 1978

COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS

United Nations Water Conference : Follow-up to the 

Mar del Plata Action Plan

Report by the Director-General

The Director-General reports hereunder on follow-up 

to the Mar del Plata Action Plan since the Thirty-first 

World Health Assembly, in response to resolution W H A 3 1 .40

1 • Promotion of cooperation and coordination

1.1 The Director-General has previously reported to the Thirtieth and Thirty-first World 

Health Assemblies concerning, respectively, the United Nations Water Conference^ and the 

follow-up to the Action Plan which was adopted at that Conference in Mar del Plata,

Argentina, in March 1977

1.2 The present report has been prepared in response to resolution W H A 3 1 .40 w h i c h , in 
operative paragraph 2, requested the Director-General to reinforce technical cooperation 

with Member States in preparing for the International Drinking-Water Supply and Sanitation 
Decade ; to promote coordination and cooperation at the international level ; and to identify 

clearly the Organization's contribution to the Decade as an integral part of the medium- 

term programme for the promotion of environmental h e a l t h .

1 .3 Owing to the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations 

system, the global intergovernmental body designated to follow up the recommendat ions of the 

United Nations Water Conference, i.e. the Committee on Natural Resources, has not been able 
to m e e t . It is not possible at this time, therefore, to inform the Executive Board of the 

exact nature of the coordination machinery that will be established for the purpose of 

ensuring that all the United Nations organizations concerned with the follow-up of the Action 

Plan harmonize their respective activities. It is expected that the relevant decisions 

taken by the Committee on Natural Resources at its third special session, in January 1979， 

will be brought to the attention of the Thirty-second World Health Assembly (May 1979)• 

Meanwhile, the following arrangements have been made with regard to water supply and sanita

tion and the International Drinking-Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, with the under
standing that they will supplement future arrangements in respect of the overall Action Plan, 

rather than duplicate t h e m .

1.4 Agreement has been reached between the organizations concerned within the United 

Nations system (the United Nations , UNICEF, UNDP, ILO, FAO, WHO and the World Bank) for more 

effective coordination at the country level and for establishing regular consultation amongst

1 Document A30/28 Add .2 .

2 Document A31/4 5 .
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governments, international organizations and nongovernmental organizations concerned. The 

UNDP resident representatives will assume a central role in the promotion and continued 

support of appropriate mechanisms at country level for the coordination of inputs from the 

United Nations system for the formulation and implementation of the governments8 plans and 

programmes for attaining the Decade goals for water supply and sanitation within the context 

of the countries1 overall development plans. This arrangement should also offer an avenue 

for the bilateral and other development aid agencies to cooperate with the governments . The 

UNDP resident representatives will be supported technically by WHO and the other collaborating 

agencies of the United Nations system through their regional and country level s taff. These 

measures are designed to assist the governments concerned in coordinating the external 

resources for technical cooperation with the national programmes •

1.5 A steering committee has been formed, consisting of representatives of the seven 

organizations of the United Nations system referred to a bove, to serve as a regular forum to 

review progress and develop a coordinated approach to the orientation and management of 

individual programmes . In addition, it is planned to hold consultative meetings with 

representatives of governments and funding institutions to review existing needs and promote 

the flow of external resources. The first such m e eting, held under the joint auspices of 

WHO and U N D P , was convened at WHO headquarters on 17 November 1978.

1.6 At that meeting cooperating agencies were requested to bring to the attention of their 

governing bodies, as appropriate, the reports of the consultative meetings . This report is 

not yet available, but a few of the main conclusions may be summarized as follows :

(1) If any progress is to be achieved, the full participation and commitment of all 

are required, especially regarding action by the recipient countries to give priority 

to the water supply and sanitation sector ; the priorities set by governments are of 

paramount importance in helping donor agencies to plan their activities .

(2) Multilateral and bilateral agencies should collaborate, in cooperation with 

governments, to intensify efforts for the identification and formulation of projects .

(3) Cooperation, coordination and dissemination of information among the cooperating 

agencies should be increased at the country and regional levels . Cooperation between 

bilateral and multilateral agencies at the country level should also be strengthened . 

While no specific recommendations were made relating to mechanisms at the regional level， 

it was generally agreed that the most appropriate point of contact at the country level 

was the UNDP resident representative.

(4) WHO was specifically requested to examine the possibility of initiating an 

informâtion-gathering activity that would identify projects in developing countries 

supported by multilateral or bilateral donors and would be based on project formulation 

assistance activities so as to further identify projects that could be considered by 

the donors .

(5) Similar meetings, at the national and regional levels, to be organized as early 

as possible, were seen as an important next step in pursuing the initiatives taken at 

the meeting in November.

1.7 Consideration is being given to holding a second consultative meeting at global level 

in 1979，with an agenda based on the priorities arising from the first m e e t i n g .

1.8 The report which the Secretary-General of the United Nations requested the Director- 

General of WHO to prepare concerning Water Conference resolution II on community water  ̂

supply and the launching of the International Drinking-Water Supply and Sanitation Decade,

Document A31/45, paragraph 3.3.
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for submission to the third special session of the Committee on Natural Resources, now due to 

be held in New York from 15 to 24 January 1979, has been submitted to the United Nations 

Secretariat. It was prepared in consultation with other organizations of the United Nations 

system and the regional economic commissions . The Committee on Natural Resources is 

expected to make recommendations in 1980 concerning the Economic and Social Council's 

mechanism for reviewing the national programmes and recommending further action.

2 • Technical cooperation in preparing for the International Drinking-Water Supply and 

Sanitation Decade

2.1 WHO's country-by-country rapid assessment of the status and national capability for 

accelerating the provision of drinking-water and excreta disposal was launched early in 1978 

and continued throughout the y e a r . Resources from the WHO/World Bank cooperative programme 

were utilized for this activity. Reports for 70 developing countries had been prepared by 

October 1978. They indicate the sector status, action required at the national level for 

accelerating progress to meet the goals of the Decade, and activity areas that would benefit 

from technical and financial cooperation from governments and funding institutions •

2.2 A review of the rapid assessments made to date shows that only a few countries have so 

far actually taken steps to translate the general goals of the Decade into specific action 

programmes . The reordering of priorities and redeployment of resources in many cases has to 

await the new five-year plans or other planning and budgetary cycles of the countries 

concerned. However, the positive response from many governments to the rapid assessment 

exercise, which can be looked upon as a first step towards the development of plans for the 

Decade, is very encouraging. The assessments have confirmed the constraints to progress that 

were described in the documentation for the United Nations Water Conference, particularly 

local shortages of equipment and supplies and lack of financial resources, especially in the 

least developed countries •

2.3 With the support of extrabudgetary funds, mainly from the Governments of the Federal

Republic of Germany and Sweden 

interregional projects to some 

and programmes for the Decade,

and from U N D P , cooperation is being extended through three 

35 developing countries for the preparation of national plans 

and the identification of priority projects .
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Supplementary information is provided on external funding to the Water 

Supply and Sanitation Sector as requested by members of the Executive 

Board during its discussion under Agenda item 12.

1. The implementation of the goals of the International Drinking-Water Supply and Sanitation 

Decade requires a clear identification of needs in the developing countries as well as 

resources (both national and external) with which to meet those needs. Many governments of 

developing countries are in the process of preparing their plans and programmes for the Decade 

and are identifying priority projects for implementation. Such a clear definition of priority 

projects is also desired by governments and funding institutions that are in a position to 

provide technical and financial cooperation. Equally, the developing countries are in need of 
information of potential external sources of funding. The Director-General was specifically 
requested by the Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth and Thirty-first World Health Assemblies to 

collaborate with international agencies and governments with a view to mobilizing resources 

for the Decade.

2. Two types of action have resulted from this request:

(1) Cooperation with Member States in the formulation of national plans and programmes 

for the Decade and the identification of projects that can be supported by funding 

institutions, with full attention being given to health, development, institutional and 

managerial aspects involved;

(2) Cooperation with funding institutions with the aim of:

(i) stimulating their participation in the Decade and increasing the flow of 

resources ; and

(ii) bringing to their attention programmes and projects of highest priority.

3. As mentioned in paragraph 1.4 of document ЕВбз/з4, A d d . 2 , the cooperative action of seven 

organizations of the United Nations system most directly concerned with this sector has been 

mounted with focus on coordinated country-level support to national programmes, with the 

Resident Representative of the UNDP as the focal point.

4. The actions taken for a rapid assessment of this sector are detailed in section 2 of 

document ЕВбз/з4, Add.2. As pointed out in paragraph 2.1 of that section, areas of activity 

that would benefit from external technical and financial cooperation have been identified 

through the rapid assessments. One important mechanism to make this information available to 

all concerned are consultative meetings as described in paragraph 1.5 of document ЕВбз/з4， 

Add.2. At the first meeting of this kind, held in Geneva on 17 November 1978， the special 
role of multilateral institutions was recognized by all in that bilaterals and funding 

institutions could depend on United Nations agencies to persuade developing countries to give
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priority to the sector. A  specific request was directed to WHO to examine the possibility 

of an informâtion-gathering activity designed to identify projects of multilateral or bilateral 

donors in developing countries related to project formulation assistance and activities.

5. The preparation of a data bank, with information on financing agencies, has been initiated. 

The data bank will contain information on volume of resources available, policy on country 

and sector selection, and terms and conditions ; it will benefit Member governments as well as 

the funding institutions. A  considerable amount of information has already become available 

through the action initiated. The best estimate of the overall external contribution to the 

Water Supply and Sanitation Sector during 1977 is as follows :

US$ Million

World B a n k ................... о ............................ ................  400

Regional B a n k s ................... ............................ .............. 300

OPEC funds ............................................................... .. 300

Bilateral agencies ................................................... 400

UN system, including the UN, UNDP, UNICEF and W H O ...................... 100

1 500

6. WHO's participation in the Decade activities is carried out as part of programme 5.1.2, 
Basic Sanitary Measures, with special arrangements for the full interaction of the levels 

within WHO and coordination vith country health programmes. The resources available are 

m o d e s t , comprising some US$ 16 million per y e a r , of which an estimated US$ 6 million is 

directly linked with the cooperative action with the other UN agencies at the country, regional 

and global level.


