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Name of organization 

European Organization for Research on Treatment of Cancer (EORTC) 
Organisation européenne de Recherche sur le Traitement du Cancer (OERTC) 

2. Address of headquarters 

Institut Bordet 
rue Héger Bordet 1 
1000 Bruxelles 

3, Regional Offices 

None 

4. Membership 

EORTC is a transnational institution consisting of laboratories and clinical services 
situated in different European countries: 15 laboratories, 1500 research personnel, 200 
clinical services and several hundreds of clinicians are associated with EORTC. 

Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by affiliated organizations? 

There is no fee. 

List affiliated organizations 

EORTC COOPERATIVE GROUPS, PROJECT GROUPS, CLUBS AND WORKING PARTIES 

EORTC Screening and Pharmacology Cooperative Group 
EORTC Clinical Screening Cooperative Group 
EORTC Leukemia and Hematosarcoma Cooperative Group 
EORTC Bronchial Carcinoma Cooperative Group 
EORTC Breast Cancer Cooperative Group 
EORTC Choriocarcinoma Cooperative Group 
EORTC G.I. Tract Cancer Cooperative Group 
EORTC Thyroid Cancer Cooperative Group 
EORTC Genito-Urinary Tract Cancer Cooperative Group A 
EORTC Genito-Urinary Tract Cancer Cooperative Group В 
EORTC Melanoma Cooperative Group 
EORTC Radiochemotherapy Cooperative Group 
EORTC Radiotherapy Cooperative Group 

As supplied by the applicant on 20 August 1975. 
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EORTC Head and Neck Cancer Cooperative Group 
EORTC Brain Tumors Cooperative Group 
EORTC Measurable Tumors Cooperative Group 
EORTC Early Clinical Trials Cooperative Group 

EORTC Gnotobiotic Project Group 
EORTC Extracorporeal Irradiation Project Group 
EORTC Tumor Immunology Project Group 
EORTC Antimicrobial Therapy Project Group 
EORTC Metastases Project Group 
EORTC Cell Surface Project Group 
EORTC Fast Neutron Therapy Project Group 

EORTC Organic Chemistry Club 
EORTC Tissue Culture Club 
EORTC Stem Cell Club 
EORTC Bladder Cancer Club 
EORTC Statisticians

1

 Club 

EORTC Cancer of the Ovary Working Party 
EORTC Osteosarcomas Working Party 
EORTC Soft Tissue Sarcoma Working Party 
EORTC Hemopathies Working Party 

5. General purposes of the organization 

The aims of the European Organization for Research on Treatment of Cancer (EORTC) are 
conducting, developingj coordinating, and stimulating research in Europe on the experimental 
and clinical bases of treatment of cancer and related problems. Extensive and comprehensive 
research in this wide field is often beyond the means of the individual European laboratories 
and hospitals and can be best accomplished through the joint efforts of the clinical and 
basic research groups of several countries. 

6. What is the primary function of the organization? 

EORTC has initiated four major efforts in the field of cancer treatment: 

a screening programme of potential anti-cancer agents； 

the organization of clinical and preclinical cooperative groups aimed at carrying out 
controlled clinical trials with new therapeutic agents and regimens； 

the organization of collaborative research programmes; 

the initiation of symposia, courses and publications on the subject of cancer research 
and treatment. 

EORTC is not a scientific society, but a transnational institution consisting of 
laboratories and clinical services situated in different countries: 15 laboratories, 1500 
research personnel, 200 clinical services, and several hundreds of clinicians are associated 
with EORTC• This structure permits an increasing number of patients to be treated every 
year, according to the highest international standards and in such a way that the results 
of the treatment can be evaluated within a short time. It also provides opportunities for 
the organization and integration of research programmes on cancer treatment on a level that 
could never be attained by individual institutes or services. 
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CLINICAL COOPERATIVE GROUPS 

The clinical cooperative groups have organized themselves under the auspices of EORTC 

to carry out collaborative work, mostly aimed at the clinical evaluation of new drugs and 

treatments for cancer. Through this cooperation, data on large numbers of patients treated 

according to one or more accepted protocols can be collected at a much faster rate than 

within any of the clinical centres alone. 

To assist the groups in their administrative and scientific work, the EORTC Coordinating 

Office was established in 1969 and expanded in a EORTC Coordinating and Data Center in 1974. 

The purpose of the Coordinating and Data Center is to provide central coordination for 

the activities of the EORTC groups and to make available to the groups a wide range of 

statistical and data processing expertise, including advice on study design as well as 

analysis and reporting of results, at a central, and hence economical, location. 

RESEARCH PROJECT GROUPS
 3
 CLUBS AND WORKING PARTIES 

In 1969 the EORTC Council created a new instrument to carry out cooperative research in 

Europe: the Research Project Group. Such a group brings together scientists from various 

disciplines of medicine and science to try to attack a particular research problem in a 

concerted effort. During the first phase of such cooperative effort - the "Club" stage -

the problem is analysed in detail. Subsequently, a systematic research programme is 

developed by those scientists and laboratories that are willing to participate actively in 

the project. Results are analysed at regular intervals and serve as the essential basis for 

design of the subsequent lines of research. The Working Parties are essentially national 

or regional organizations affiliated with EORTC• 

7« Does the organization advocate any special health measures? 

Research on treatment 

Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

No, except the usual unethical procedures. 

8. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 

matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Representatives can speak on any subject. 

9. Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization 

To promote health specifically in an area of the world. 

10. Officers 

Members of the Council are elected for a period of three years after which they can be 

considered for re-election according to the same procedure as in the case of new members. 

Membership of the CLINICAL COOPERATIVE GROUPS is in essence open to every interested 

clinician, pending approval of the group members. For active membership of a clinical 

cooperative group, participation in the activities of the group is required. COOPERATIVE 

RESEARCH PROJECT GROUPS are open for those who wish to participate in its research projects. 

Membership of the RESEARCH INFORMATION EXCHANGE CLUBS is not subject to any regulations. 
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11. Structure 

EORTC has a Council which plans and supervises the activities within the organization. 

The Administrative Board of the Council prepares the meetings of the Council and handles the 

daily work involved with administrative and financial matters. Within the EORTC clinical 

and laboratory research is carried out by clinical cooperative groups, cooperative research 

project groups, working parties and research information exchange clubs. 

The Council meets six to eight times per year in the various European institutes 

associated with EORTC to discuss scientific as well as administrative matters. At regular 

intervals it receives the results of the drug screening programmes and those of the clinical 

cooperative groups and the research project groups. Cooperative groups, project groups, 

working parties and clubs meet as often as their activity requires. An annual plenary 

meeting is organized in June for all members of suborganizations of EORTC on one or more 

subjects related to the treatment of cancer. 

12. Finances 

EORTC is supported by the World Health Organization, the National Institutes of Health 

(United States of America), EURATOM and other private and public organizations. 

13. History 

The organization was founded in 1962 b: 

institutes of the Common Market countries ai 

de Chimiothérapie Anticancéreuse" (GECA). 

Austria joined the organization in 1966 and 

r

 research workers in the main cancer research 

•d Switzerland. It was named "Groupe Européen 

Representatives from Great Britain and from 

1970 respectively. 

14. Activities 

See under paragraph 6. 

15• Publications 

List of publications held by the WHO Secretariat. 


