
EB57/SR/27 

30 January 1976 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Fifty-seventh Session 

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING 

WHO Headquarters, Geneva 

Friday, 30 January 1976, at 9 a,m, 

CHAIRMAN: Professor J. KOSTRZEWSKI 

CONTENTS 

Page 

1• Promotion of national health services relating to primary health care: 

Establishment of an ad hoc committee of the Executive Board (continued) 3 

2. Method of work of the Health Assembly and of the Executive Board (continued). . . . 3 

3. International Women's Year 4 

4. Assistance to newly independent and emerging States in Africa 7 

5. Special assistance to Cambodia, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and 

the Republic of South Viet-Nam 10 

6. Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit 11 

7. Continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit 14 

8. Coordination with nongovernmental organizations : 

Application of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official 

relations 16 

Review of official relations with nongovernmental organizations 16 

9. Appointment of General Chairman of the Technical Discussions to be held at the 

Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly 18 

10. Consideration of the provisional agenda for the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly 18 

11. Date and place of the fifty-eighth session of the Executive Board 21 

12• Appointment of representatives of the Executive Board at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly 22 
13. Appointment of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board to consider, prior to 

the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, the report of the External Auditor 

on the accounts of the Organization for the year 1975 22 

14. Closure of the session 23 

Note: Corrections to this provisional summary record should reach the Chief, Editorial 

Services, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, before 12 March 1976. 



MEMBERS AND OTHER PARTICIPANTS 

(For list of members and other participants at the fifty-seventh 

session, see separately issued document of 26 January 1976) 



EB57/SR/27 

page 3 

TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING 

Friday， 30 January 1976, at 9 a.m. 

Chairman: Professor J. KOSTRZEWSKI 

1. PROMOTION OF NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES RELATING TO PRIMARY HEALTH CARE: Item 16 of the 

Agenda (continued) 

Establishment of an ad hoc committee of the Executive Board (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that Dr del-Cid Peralta had moved the reopening of the debate on 

the question of the time of meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee. The matter was governed by 

Rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure, 

Dr FETISOV (alternate to Dr Venediktov) and Dr JAKOVLJEVIÓ opposed the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN called for a show of hands in a vote on the motion. 

The result of the vote was as follows: Number of members present and voting - 19; 

majority required - 1 3 ; in favour - 10; against 一 9； abstensions - 6, 

Decision: The motion was defeated. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the membership of the Ad Hoc Committee be the following: 

Dr Dlamini, Dr Hossain, Dr Tarimo, Dr Valladares, and the Chairman of the Executive Board. 

Should they be unable to serve, the alternate or successor as member of the Executive Board 

would be invited to take part in the deliberations. 

It was so decided. 

In reply to a question by Dr FETISOV, the CHAIRMAN drew attention to operative paragraph 

3 of resolution EB57.R27 providing that the Ad Hoc Committee would meet prior to 1 April 1976. 

In reply to a further question by Dr FETISOV concerning the attendance by representatives 

of Member States at meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that Rule 3 

of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board concerning such participation could be taken 

to cover the meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee. 

It was so agreed, 

Dr SHAMI recalled that he had suggested during the earlier discussion on the matter that 

representatives of Member States should be allowed to attend, 

Dr JAKOVLJEVIÓ requested that the Board should consider seriously in the future the 

distribution of responsibilities of its members, in view of their work on an increasing 

number of committees and working groups. 

2. METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 28 of the Agenda 

(continued) 

Dr SAUTER introduced the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the method of work of the 

Health Assembly and of the Executive Board; 
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Recalling resolutions WHA28.69, EB54.R13 and previous resolutions dealing with this 

matter； and 

Recognizing the desirability of improving further the method of work of the Health 

Assembly and of the Executive Board, 

1. DECIDES to establish at its fifty-eighth session an ad hoc committee of the Board 

composed of five members to consider this matter further in the light of the comments 

and suggestions made during the discussion at its fifty-seventh session on the document 

submitted by the Director-General and the experience gained at the Twenty-ninth World 

Health Assembly; and 

2. DECIDES further that the Ad Hoc Committee shall meet immediately after the fifty-

eighth session of the Executive Board and report to the fifty-ninth session. 

The proposal to establish an ad hoc committee at the fifty-eighth session of the Board 

had been made in view of the fact that the membership of the Board would no longer be the 

same after the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, since 10 new countries would have been 

elected to designate members to the Board. The reference to the experience to be gained 

at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly applied particularly to those members of the Board 

attending the Health Assembly who would be members of the Ad Hoc Committee. 

Professor AUJALEU said that it was to be understood that the Ad Hoc Committee should, 

if necessary, hold meetings subsequent to that held immediately after the fifty-eighth 

session of the Executive Board. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

3. INTERNATIONAL WOMEN 1S YEAR: Item 34.2 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA28.40; Document 

EB57/41) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, said that the Board might wish to 

bear in mind the resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly at its thirtieth 

regular session noted under section 3 of document EB57/40 Add.4. 

The introduction to document EB57/41 outlined some of the considerations relating to 

the effective participation of women in health and development and the recognition by various 

United Nations conferences, including that on International Women's Year, which recognized 

that full participation was impossible unless drastic changes were made in the conditions of 

women. 

Section 3， together with Annex 1, outlined WHO ' S participation in the preparations for 

International Women's Year and the World Conference, Section 4 listed the important fields 

in which action was proposed by WHO on matters of health, nutrition and social services, 

family life education, and women in the health sector, and gave attention to the role of 

women as beneficiaries and participants in all WHO programmes. In Section 5 the Director-

General had focused attention on the status of women staff members of WHO and had made a 

series of proposals at the end of that section which it was believed would provide a more 

deliberate, progressive policy to improve the situation of women in the Organization. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution on International Women's 

Year proposed by members of the Board: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the participation of women 

in health and development； 

Recalling resolutions WHA21.43, EB55.R56 and WHA28.40, and the relevant resolutions 

of the Economic and Social Council and the United Nations General Assembly, 

1. TRANSMITS the report, together with the comments of the Executive Board, to the 

Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly; and 
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2. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

"The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Noting with appreciation the report of the Director-General on the participation 

of women in health and development； 

Noting further that the World Conference of International Women 1 s Year, the 

General Assembly and other United Nations bodies and conferences have recognized 

that the improvement of the status of women constitutes a basic element in any 

national socioeconomic developmental process, and that the major factors impeding 

the full participation of women in development stem from the lack of access of 

women to education, and to health and other social services； 

Aware that the full integration of women into the development process requires 

a strong commitment on the part of society, and a change of attitudes, 

1. URGES Member States: 

(1) to initiate and strengthen measures, including legislation as required, 

for the provision of social services that will enable women to contribute to 

development without detriment to their own health and welfare and those of 

their children; 

(2) to strengthen their national health care systems, giving special 

attention to the health care needs of women, especially when fulfilling a 

maternal role； 

(3) to encourage greater participation by women at all levels in the health 

sector by expanding policies of training, recruitment and promotion of women 

health workers, by eliminating discrimination against women, and by promoting 

the active participation of women in the activities of W H O , including the 

constitutional bodies of the Organization; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General : 

(1) to maintain liaison with other agencies of the United Nations system in 

ensuring the coordination of programmes directed to the promotion of the role 

of women in development； 

(2) to cooperate with countries, together with the relevant organizations 

of the United Nations system, in developing intersectoral programmes and 

activities for women and children; 

(3) to promote the active involvement of women in the planning, decision-

making and developmental processes of health service systems (particularly 

primary health care)； 

(4) to strengthen W H O 1 s programmes directed to the specific problems of 

women as regards reproductive health and other areas indicated in the 

report of the Director-General, particularly in maternal and child health 

care ； 

(5) to review WHO's current and planned programmes with a view to 

identifying and strengthening those elements that will affect women as 

participants in and beneficiaries of the activities designed to improve 

health； 

(6) to take active steps to apply the above principles in W H O , including 

measures for increasing the recruitment, promotion and training of women in 

the Organization and to report on the progress being made in implementing 

this programme to the fifty-ninth session of the Executive Board." 
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Dr UHRICH (adviser to Dr Ehrlich), introducing the draft resolution, observed that 1975 

had not only been International Women
1
 s Year but was also the beginning of the International 

Women
!
 s Decade as provided in the World Plan of Action adopted by the Conference of the 

International Women
1
 s Year. He drew attention to the fact that resolution WHA28.40 of the 

Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly had urged "national governments and WHO to continue and 

expand efforts to integrate women in health and development", and had requested the Director-

General "to report to the fifty-seventh session of the Executive Board and the Twenty-ninth 

World Health Assembly on the results of W H O
1
s participation in International Women

!
s Year and 

progress in implementing a specific programme for WHO". 

Document EB57/41 reflected the Director-General* s proposed programme, and his willingness 

"to make a concerted effort to increase the number of women in professional positions, and 

especially in positions of policy determination" (resolution WHA28.40) and to improve the 

conditions of women already employed in WHO. The candid analysis of the situation of women 

in policy-making positions in W H O , at national government level, and in the governing bodies 

of the Organization, was particularly valuable. 

He considered that due attention had been given to fulfilling in WHO the mandate implicit 

in resolution 1857 (LVI) of the Economic and Social Council, on employment of women by the 

secretariats of organizations within the United Nations system, and strongly urged the Board 

to support the measures proposed by the Director-General and to adopt the draft resolution. 

Dr DIBA said that women must be given all the advantages that men had had； and their 

role in education, in the home and in the family must be given the importance it deserved. 

Some countries had already taken the necessary steps to give women the status they had 

earned. He fully supported the draft resolution just introduced, but proposed that in the 

second preambular paragraph of the resolution recommended to the Twenty-ninth World Health 

Assembly the words ”lack of access" should be replaced by "insufficient access"； and that in 

the operative paragraph 1(3) of that resolution the words "where it exists" should be 

inserted after "eliminating discrimination against women", since he considered that there 

were countries where such discrimination did not exist. 

Dr del-CID PERALTA expressed his satisfaction with the report of the Director-General, 

which he said gave force to the efforts to provide a wider role for women in society. He 

noted with pleasure the presence of women in an active and advisory 

he Board. 

He supported the draft resolution with the proposed amendments. 

capacity at the session of 

Dr VALLADARES also supported the draft resolution, the Spanish text of which should be 

amended by the substitution of "la mujer" for "las mujeres" wherever the latter occurred. 

attention to the 

of men and women in 
Dr HOSSAIN agreed with the proposed draft resolution, but drew 

difficulties of its practical application in terms of the relations 

developing society. Wherever women supposedly had equal rights there was bound to be some 

competition, even in the health field; and the fact that in the Soviet Union a majority of 

doctors were women indicated the changes in values and in roles that were likely to occur. 

In the developing world, however, even where women were seen to dominate in the home and 

family, the main problems were often the amount of work they were expected to do there and the 

continual strain of repeated pregnancies. Efforts to improve women 1 s status should not be 

confined to subtle forms amounting to mere flattery, but must take into account that their 

role depended on the degree of social development in different countries. 

He expressed concern as to the form cooperation to improve women 1 s lot should take � it 

should be the result of real sympathy with women 1 s needs rather than a claim to certain rights. 

Dr ORLOV (adviser to Dr Venediktov) said that health was an important sphere of activity 

for women in the development process, but women 1 s rights could only be legally established as 

a result of social advances. He was anxious that priority should continue to be given to 

measures to reduce mortality and morbidity from preventable causes and through health 

education. 
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He supported the draft resolution with the proposed amendments. 

Dr HASSAN noted with satisfaction the steps taken to ensure the improvement of women's 

role in development and within WHO. The Government of Somalia had in 1975 taken legislative 

measures to grant equality to women in accordance with the principle that they should 

participate fully in their country's development. 

Dr DLAMINI welcomed the measures outlined in the Director-General
1
s report, and supported 

the draft resolution with the proposed amendments. 

He hoped that by the end of International Women's Decade women would be more in evidence 

in the membership of the Board itself, and among the assistant director-generals of W H O , and 

that the relationship between chiefs and secretaries would become a matter of teamwork. 

Dr SHAMI supported the draft resolution, but was of the opinion that rights had to be 

fought for. If women felt that they were being treated as inferiors they must fight for an 

improvement, having decided first whether they wished to compete in the working life of their 

countries or at more attractive levels of social life. 

Decision： The resolution, as amended by Dr Diba, was adopted. 

4. ASSISTANCE TO NEWLY INDEPENDENT AND EMERGING STATES IN A F R I C A � Item 34.3 of the Agenda 

(Resolution WHA28.78； Document EB57/42) 

Dr QUENUM (Regional Director for Africa), introducing the item recalled that the Twenty-

eighth World Health Assembly had given particular attention to problems of technical 

cooperation with newly independent and emerging States in Africa and had decided that an 

emergency programme should be established in cooperation with the governments concerned, 

requesting the Director-General to report on the measures taken. The Regional Committee for 

Africa at its twenty-fifth session had expressed concern and the desire for information. 

Document EB57/42 described the situation up to November 1975, with the main details of measures 

taken in response to the recommendations of the Health Assembly, as well as the assistance 

given to provisional governments and national liberation movements recognized by the 

Organization of African Unity. 

The Board's attention was drawn to collaboration with the national authorities of 

Cape Verde, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and SSo Tomé and Principe for the strengthening of 

health services, health manpower development and mass vaccination campaigns, through a many-

sided approach often in relation with interagency teams. They had been financed from many 

sources, including special contributions. 

Steps had also been taken for strengthening of health services and health manpower 

development in Angola, independent of the emergency assistance to national liberation 

movements. The critical situation in Angola would require the planning of additional efforts 

for the time when more favourable circumstances permitted the establishment of more detailed 

programmes. 

The situation was also critical in Comoros, and an emergency team had been sent to assist 

in defining needs, establishing priorities, and working out a strategy for the mobilization 

of resources. 

Representatives of a number of national liberation movements had taken part in the 

twenty-fifth session of the Regional Committee for Africa and the subsequent regional 

conference on coordination and cooperation in the health field. That positive development 

had also served as a preparation of the representatives of such movements for their future 

responsibilities. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution� 
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The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General, presented in accordance with 

resolution WHA28.78, on assistance to newly independent and emerging States in Africa； 

Noting with satisfaction the action taken to provide technical and material 

assistance to these countries in collaboration with the United Nations, UNDP, the 

specialized agencies, and Member States； 

Bearing in mind the difficult situation faced by emerging States in restructuring 

their health services, 

1. ENDORSES the steps taken by the Director-General； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his efforts to assist newly independent 

and emerging states in Africa, in cooperation with other organizations concerned； 

3. EXPRESSES the hope that Member States will continue to respond to the appeal of the 

Health Assembly to give continuing support； and 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report to the Twenty-ninth World 

Health Assembly, along with information on new developments. 

Dr DLAMINI endorsed the Regional Director's statements, which were true of all newly 

independent and emerging states in Africa. One problem was that in countries that had 

acquired independence, especially after protracted wars of liberation, there was a massive 

exodus of the people who had been manning the health care system. He therefore supported the 

principle that help should be given to those countries in developing their own manpower. 

Political independence implied economic independence, and many newly independent countries made 

the mistake of directing all their efforts towards the latter and overlooking the health field. 

He therefore welcomed the work being done by the Organization to assist in immunizing children, 

supplying drugs, and providing personnel to staff in the health services. 

The draft resolution had his full support. 

Dr TARIMO endorsed the statement of the preceding speaker concerning the health problems 

faced by newly independent countries. The difficulty was not only that many health workers, 

especially doctors, left the countries after they became independent, but also that the health 

services established by the occupying power were geared to the needs of the civil servants and 

the urban population rather than to those of the population as a whole. It was therefore very 

important that as much help as possible should be given to the restructuring and setting up of 

health services appropriate to local needs. That gave a great opportunity for the development 

of WHO's new approach regarding community involvement. The team spirit developed in the 

liberation forces should be maintained to fight the new enemy, disease. The Organization's 

efforts to help newly independent countries were satisfactory, and he hoped they would be 

continued and that the collaboration would be carried out with the minimum of bureaucracy. 

Dr HOSSAIN said that the draft resolution deserved the wholehearted support of all members 

The countries in question were victims of circumstance, and experience showed that political 

liberation and the emergence of a new State brought many problems in their wake. Too much 

attention was given to economic and political expansion whereas the most important factor -

social growth - was often neglected. Society in those countries , which had been worn out by 

mental, spiritual and intellectual subjugation, needed support from WHO and other international 

agencies. Although WHO experts, consultants and advisers did their best to coordinate and 

support national efforts, they were sometimes unable to provide the necessary help because the 

national agencies had suffered so much that they were unable to grasp � h e real needs of the 

country. More practical programmes must therefore be drawn up, to show how services could 

best be provided where the needs were the greatest. 

He suggested that operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution should be amended to read： 

EXPRESSES the hope that Member States will continue to respond to the appeal of the Health 

Assembly to give continuing support in the maximum possible way. 
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Dr ORLOV (adviser to Dr Venediktov) expressed appreciation of the steps taken by the 

Director-General to assist countries acceding to independence. Further information on the 

matter was given in the programme budget. WHO should act as adviser and coordinator of 

medical assistance and health care in those countries, and try to provide all possible help 

from the regular budget. 

Dr TAKABE expressed his support for the draft resolution 

work in assisting the newly independent countries. He hoped 

to play a central role in the health services of the emerging 

needed. He endorsed the remarks made by Dr Tarimo. 

Dr CUMMING complimented the Director-General on the steps outlined in the document. He 

was particularly pleased to see the emphasis placed on the development of adequate basic 

staff and health infrastructure, both of which were essential to developing countries. He 

supported the original version of the draft resolution. 

and his appreciation of W H O
1
s 

the Organization would continue 

States, since prompt action was 

Dr BUTERA endorsed steps outlined in the document and congratulated the Director-General 

on all the efforts he had made to help the African countries that were fighting for 

independence or had recently acceded to international sovereignty and self-government. In 

the critical transition period, WHO had been the only international organization able to offer 

valid health care to protect the population. In that connexion the Regional Office for 

Africa deserved special mention, especially for the measures just outlined by the Regional 

Director - in particular the invitation to the leaders and health personnel of the liberation 

movements to participate in meetings of the Regional Committee so as to acquaint themselves 

with public health problems and prepare themselves for responsibility. He therefore strongly 

supported the draft resolution. 

Dr CHILEMBA endorsed the ideas expressed by the previous speakers. The emerging 

countries needed as much support as WHO could provide. He supported the draft resolution. 

Dr del-CID PERALTA agreed with previous speakers. He was in favour of the draft 

resolution and supported the Organization 1s policy, especially the help provided to those 

countries in forming their own health services. The programme to be financed by UNDP as 

from 1975-1976 should be taken into account. 

Dr KHALIL welcomed the newly independent African countries and congratulated the 

Director-General on the policy outlined in the document. He hoped that those countries would 

have the full support of all members, and he supported the draft resolution. 

Dr BAIRD also expressed his support for the draft resolution. The document spoke for 
itself. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking in his personal capacity, said that he wished to join previous 
speakers in supporting the draft resolution. 

Dr VALLADARES assured members of the Board from the African Region that failure to 

speak at length on the part of members from other regions did not indicate lack of support for 

the document, but merely a desire to save time. 

Dr CHEN Chih-min also supported the draft resolution. 

Dr Y M E Z (alternate to Dr Villani) endorsed the statement by Dr Valladares. He 

supported any action to help brother countries in Africa. 

Decision： The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted. 



EB57/SR/27 

page 10 

5. SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA, THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM AND THE REPUBLIC OF 

SOUTH VIET-NAM: Item 34.4 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA28.79; Document EB57/43) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the relevant document and to the following draft resolution 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General submitted at the requf oC of the 

Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly in its resolution WHA28.79； 

Noting the wish expressed by the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in its 

resolution WPR/RC26.R4 with regard to assistance to the Lao People's Democratic Republic, 

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report; 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly that the Lao People
f
s Democratic 

Republic be one of the countries authorized to receive special assistance under 

resolution WHA28.79; 

3. ENDORSES the steps that the Director-General and the Regional Director for the 

Western Pacific have taken on the above-mentioned resolutions of the World Health Assembly 

and of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific； 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General� 

(1) to collaborate, as appropriate, with other organizations of the United Nations 

system in providing special assistance to the Member States concerned; 

(2) to continue to develop detailed programme proposals with these Members； 

(3) to make specific appeals, based on these proposals, to Member States and other 

sources that might be in a position to supplement support for the programmes from 

the regular budget； 

(4) to transmit his report together with a report on any subsequent developments 

to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly. 

Dr DY (Regional Director for the Western Pacific) said that the document needed no 

elaboration particularly since the problems of the three countries, which he had visited in 

December 1975， had been outlined during the discussions on the programme budget. 

However, he would draw the Board's attention to paragraph 1.2 of the document, concerning 

the resolution adopted by the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in September 1975 

expressing the wish that the Lao People !s Democratic Republic should be among the countries 

to receive special assistance in accordance with resolution WHA28•79. The Board must decide 

whether it wished to recommend the inclusion of that country among those to receive special 

assistance. 

Dr TAKABE fully supported the draft resolution. Japan would pay due attention to the 

situation and extend the maximum assistance to those countries in due course. 

Professor AUJALEU proposed that the title of the draft resolution should be amended to 

include the Lao People 1 s Democratic Republic. 

Dr CUMMING expressed his support for the draft resolution and for Professor Aujaleu 1 s 

amendment, which would increase its significance. 

Dr CHEN Chih-min expressed support for the draft resolution and for the inclusion of 

the Lao People fs Democratic Republic, as approved at the twenty-fifth session of the Regional 

Committee for the Western Pacific. 
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Dr JAKOVLJEVIC expressed appreciation of the efforts made by the Director-General to 

implement resolution WHA28.79 as soon as possible. He drew attention however to 

paragraph 4.1 of the report, which stated that the measures taken so far had fallen below the 

expectations of the governments concerned owing to WHO 1 s lack of resources. He supported the 

action outlined in paragraph 4.2 of the report, but hoped that the Director-General would make 

every effort to find additional resources from the regular budget. 

He suggested that paragraph 4(2) of the draft resolution should be amended to read: 

"to continue to accelerate the development of detailed programme proposals with these Members" 

Dr CUMMING supported that amendment. 

Dr HOSSAIN expressed his support for the draft resolution. 

Dr HASSAN noted with satisfaction the efforts made by the Director-General and the 

Organization to extend assistance to the countries mentioned in resolution WHA28•79. The 

peoples in that part of the world had suffered greatly, from circumstances beyond their 

control. He therefore fully supported the draft resolution. 

Dr ORLOV (adviser to Dr Venediktov) supported the efforts made to give special 

assistance to the countries mentioned and the amendments proposed by previous speakers. 

Dr BAIRD expressed support for the draft resolution and suggested that the following 

wording might be clearer for paragraph 4(2) "to continue to accelerate detailed development 

programme proposals with these Members". 

Dr JAYASUNDARA expressed his support for the draft resolution and the amendment 

including the Lao People 1 s Democratic Republic in the title. He commended the efforts made 

by the Director-General to provide special assistance to the three countries. 

Dr YANEZ (alternate to Dr Villani) said that he supported the draft resolution and the 

incorporation of the Lao People's Democratic Republic in the title but wondered in that case 

if it was necessary to maintain the second preambular paragraph. 

Dr FLA CHE (Director, Division of Coordination) suggested that the word "various" should 

be substituted for "other" in paragraph 4(3), since it was difficult to put Member States on 

the same level as sources of assistance. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the second preambular paragraph merely noted the wish expressed 

by the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific and was therefore not incompatible with 

the inclusion of the Lao People fs Democratic Republic in the title. 

It was so agreed^ 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

6. REPORTS OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT: Item 34.5 of the Agenda (Document EB57/44) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, said that in the document before the 

meeting, the Director-General was transmitting the four reports received from the Joint 

Inspection Unit since the Board's fifty-fifth session. 

The first report (Annex I to the document) related to the activities of the Joint 

Inspection Unit during the period July 1974 to June 1975 e The Board would recall that it had 

been the Unit 1 s practice since its inception in 1968 to submit for the information of the 

governing bodies of the participating organizations a factual account of its activities. So 

far the Board had taken note of six such reports and this was the seventh in the series. 
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The second report (Annex II to the document) dealt with cost measurement systems in the 

United Nations family and had been specifically requested by the Governing Council of UNDP. 

Since the cost measurement system was developed on an interagency basis, the Administrative 

Committee on Coordination had felt it appropriate to respond collectively to the Inspector
1
 s 

recommendations. Those preliminary comments, with which the Director-General was in full 

agreement, were contained in paragraphs 3。2.1 to 3 . 2 o 1 0 . As indicated in paragraph 3.3，the 

ACC had requested the CGAQ Task Force on the Cost Measurement System to study the report 

further and prepare a definitive response thereon, which would be submitted to the Board as 

soon as it had been approved by ACC, possibly at its April 1976 session. 

The third report (Annex III to the document) concerned office accommodation provided for 

extrabudgetary staff in the United Nations system. The Director-General's comments were 

contained in paragraphs 4.1 to 4.5. As would be noted, the Organization
f
s practice with 

respect to the cost of providing office accommodation for staff financed from extrabudgetary 

funds was described in paragraph 91 of the JIU report and paragraph 4.3 of the Director-

General
 1
 s report. 

In paragraph 4.4 the Director-General expressed his agreement with the JIU view that the 

question was only one of the many elements connected with the allocation of support costs 

and should therefore be considered within the overall question of programme support cost. 

For that reason also, as explained in paragraph 4.5, ACC had decided to refer the matter to 

CCAQ for its consideration and views in the context of its ongoing studies of the problem. 

The Director-General intended to keep the Board informed of future developments on the matter. 

The fourth and last report (Annex IV to the document) was entitled "Report on the regional 

structures of the United Nations system" arid the Director-General fs comments and observations 

were contained in paragraphs 5.1 to 5.18. 

In paragraphs 5.1 to 5.3, the Director-General informed the Board of the origin and 

purpose of the study, and of the decision of ACC on the handling of the report. 

In paragraphs 5.5 to 5.8, the Director-General gave his views on Recommendation 1, in 

which the Inspectors had recommended a review of the definition of regions and location of 

existing offices in each region。 He outlined in these paragraphs the historical background, 

the basic principles, the criteria and the decisions that had led to the establishment and 

location of the individual regional offices of WHO. 

The Board would note that in paragraph 5.8 the Director-General put forward the view 

that better coordination at regional level should be achieved by improving existing arrange-

ments rather than by trying to establish common regional jurisdictions among the organizations 

and agencies concerned e 

In paragraph 5.9, the Director-General expressed his support for Recommendation 3， 

dealing with the delegation of authority from UNDP headquarters level to country level, and 

outlined the arrangements adopted by WHO, 

Paragraph 5。10 dealt with the Inspectors f recommendations regarding decentralization of 

functions, authority and responsibility from the headquarters of an organization to its 

regional and other offices； in that connexion the Director-General was grateful for the 

complimentary statement made by the Inspectors on WHO. 

The Director-General, in paragraphs 5.11, 5 e 1 2 and 5.13, outlined how best the regional 

economic commissions could become more involved in regional programme planning and coordination 

without encroaching on the sectoral responsibilities of the specialized agencies, and pointed 

out the coordination mechanisms developed or which could be developed between WHO and those 

commissions。 

With regard to the Inspectors f recommendations for common premises and the consolidation 

of regional or field information services, the Director-General in paragraphs 5.14 and 5 e 1 5 

agreed in principle，subject to W H O 1 s requirements being taken into consideration. 

Lastly, the Director-General concurred wholeheartedly with the Inspectors with regard to 

increasing collaboration and cooperation with intergovernmental and nongovernmental organi-

zations ； paragraphs 5.16 to 5。18 described the forms and subjects of cooperation with those 

organizations and the efforts made in that direction, particularly by the Executive Board and 

its Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations e 
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The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the following reports of the 

Joint Inspection Unit: 

(1) Report on the activities of the Joint Inspection Unit, July 1974 - June 1975; 

(2) Report on cost-measurement systems in the organizations of the United Nations 

family and the possibility of developing them into cost/benefit systems integrated 

into comprehensive management systems； 

(3) Report on office accommodation provided for extrabudgetary staff in the 

United Nations system; 

(4) Report on the regional structures of the United Nations system; 

1. THANKS the Inspectors for their reports； 

2. CONCURS in the comments and observations of the Director-General on the reports 

presented to the Board； and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report and this resolution to: 

(i) the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for transmission to the Economic 

and Social Council through the Committee for Programme and Coordination; 

(ii) the External Auditor of the World Health Organization; and 

(iii) the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit. 

Dr SAUTER said that, in view of the discussions at the present session on regionalization 

and decentralization, it was reassuring to note (in item 5.10 of the document) the Inspectors 1 

opinion that it was not mere coincidence that WHO, which had the most decentralized regional 

structure, was also among the most effective organizations in the United Nations system; and 

that part at least of WHO 1 s success was attributable to the clear-cut distribution of 

authority and responsibility between headquarters and field offices and to the latter !s 

hierarchical structure. That showed that the Organization 1 s efforts to decentralize and 

delegate responsibility was a sound policy. 

Dr TAKABE, referring to the last sentence of the same paragraph, asked if that was not 

in contradiction with the Board's decision to examine the role of WHO representatives. 

Dr BUTERA said that the report of the Joint Inspection Unit was positive and endorsed 

the good administration of the Organization. The complimentary reference to WHO'S programming 

methods in paragraph 434 showed that the efforts of the Director-General and the Secretariat 

to ensure a rational and efficient administration were appreciated. In paragraph 438, the 

Inspectors emphasized decentralization and suggested that if constitutional difficulties could 

be overcome, another regional office should be established in the Region of the Americas and 

that the anomaly whereby two Maghreb countries in North Africa belonged to the European Region 

should be corrected. They had also stated that WHO !s efficiency was due to its system of 

decentralization. The Organization should be encouraged to implement JIU 's recommendations. 

Dr BAIRD said that he had no wish to dispute the Director-General !s comments in section 5 

of his report, but would 1ike to know that countries themselves were aware of their right to 

seek reassignment to another region, referred to in the last sentence of paragraph 5,7. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the strengthening of the offices of the WHO 

representatives could be done only at the request of the country concerned. The Board was 

not opposed to the concept of those representatives, which had existed for 20 years, but 

wanted to investigate whether they gave as much help to the governments concerned as possible. 

In reply to Dr Baird, he said that the governments concerned were perfectly aware of 
their rights. 

Decision： The resolution was adopted. 
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7. CONTINUATION OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT: Item 34.6 of the Agenda (Document EB57/45) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, reminded the Board that the United 

Nations General Assembly had decided to evaluate the work of the Joint Inspection Unit at its 

session in 1976 and in that connexion had requested the views of the governing bodies of 

participating organizations. To assist the Board in that task, the Director-General had 

provided the Board, first, with information of essentially a factual nature and, secondly, 

with his comments on W H O ' S experience as a participating organization in the work of JIU. 

Paragraph 2 of the report gave the historical background to JIU 1s establishment and 

referred to the decisions taken subsequently in regard to its continuation until 31 December 

1977. Paragraph 3 described JIU 1 s terms of reference as set forth by the Ad Hoc Committee 

of Experts, and listed the minor modifications that had since been made to them. Paragraph 4 

provided information on JIU's composition, the procedure for appointing inspectors, and the 

qualifications required. Paragraph 5 dealt with the nature and content of JIU reports 

issued thus far and listed, in addition to the four reports addressed to WHO exclusively 

(paragraph 5.2), twenty-five reports concerning WHO among other organizations. 

The procedures for handling and distributing JIU reports were outlined in paragraph 6， 

and W H O ' S share in the cost of JIU from 1968 to 1974, along with the latter 1s budget for the 

biennium 1976/77, in paragraph 7. 

In paragraph 8.2, it was stated that the Director-General considered that JIU's terms 

of reference should be better defined and clearly interpreted to ensure that the Inspectors 

were not concerned with policy matters, which were the prerogative of the governing bodies 

of the specialized agencies, but concentrated on measures for improving efficiency and 

economy within the United Nations system. Paragraphs 8.3 and 8.4 contained the Director-

General !s views on the composition, selection and qualifications of Inspectors. He 

considered that the number should not exceed the present level but that a rotational scheme 

for the designation of countries to nominate Inspectors would be beneficial both for 

countries and for the United Nations system. He further considered that the qualifications 

as enunciated by the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts should be adhered to by countries when 

making nominations, and by ACC when making a selection. 

With regard to the nature and content of JIU reports, as stated in paragraphs 8.5 and 

8.6, apart from a few exceptions only those reports or notes directed to system-wide problems 

of interagency interest designed to improve the operation of the United Nations system had 

given definite results. The Director-General was pleased to note that JIU had realized that 

fact and was moving increasingly in that direction. 

As reported in paragraph 8.7, WHO had had no difficulties thus far in handling the JIU 

reports in a timely and orderly manner. The procedure would, however, be further improved 

if JIU took account of the dates of Board sessions when issuing its reports. 

As far as the distribution of the JIU formal reports was concerned, the Director-General 

would have no objection to reverting to WHO 1 s previous practice in that regard, whereby JIU 

reports were circulated to all Member States as a normal part of the distribution of Board 

documentation. 

Lastly, in paragraph 8.9, the Director-General informed the Board of a recommendation 

made by the Group of Experts on the Structure of the United Nations System which, if 

accepted, might have a bearing on JIU 1 s future role and mandate. That issue would certainly 

be taken into consideration by the United Nations General Assembly when it considered the 

matter. 

Dr LEPPO (alternate to Professor Noro) fully endorsed the Director-General !s comments. 

He would support the draft resolution to be submitted under the item. 

Dr CUMMING, agreeing with the previous speaker, said he considered that the suggestions 

put forward in paragraph 8 of the report, were very sound, particularly with regard to the 

need for JIU to play the main role in developing means to improve the use of funds. He also 

supported the suggestion for a rotational system, and agreed that Inspectors should have 

proper experience. He was pleased to note the reference to the Group of Experts on the 

Structure of the United Nations System, since it was possible that in the future JIU would 

have a special part to play in realigning activities in preparation for a restructure. 
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Dr BAIRD said that, from paragraph 8.8, it would appear that the Director-General 

required the Board 1 s guidance in the matter of the distribution of reports. He noted, in 

that connexion, that the Board had before it a thick document and a thin one (document EB57/44 

and its annexes). He considered that, while both documents could be sent to members of the 

Board, only the document proper should be circulated to Member States, since the annex was 

unlikely to be read and would cost more to despatch. The document itself was both compre-

hensive and factual and would be welcomed by Member States. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that his own report - containing his comments on the reports 

of JIU - had always been circulated to Member States as part of the normal distribution of 

Board documents, the annexes being attached only to the documents intended for members of the 

Board. Had those annexes been distributed to all Member States, it would have cost an 

additional $12 000 (excluding the Arabic). It was for the Board to decide whether it wished 

to continue that practice. Any Member State wishing to have the reports of JIU could, of 

course, obtain them from the Secretariat. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested, in the circumstances, that the Board agree to continue that 

practice, i.e. only the document itself, without its annexes, would be circulated to Member 

States, on the understanding that the reports of JIU would be available to Member States on 

request. 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Recalling part II of resolution WHA20.22, by which it was decided that the World 

Health Organization should participate in the Joint Inspection Jni.t, and resolutions 

WHA24.53 and WHA26.50 extending the Organization's participation until 31 December 1977； 

Recalling resolution 2924 В (XXVII) adopted by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations at its twenty-seventh session, in which it decided to evaluate at its thirty-

first (1976) session the work of the Joint Inspection Unit in conjunction with the 

overall review of the machinery of the United Nations and of its system for admini-

strative and budgetary control, investigation and coordination, taking into account, 

inter alia， the views of the governing bodies of the specialized agencies concerned; 

Having considered the report on the subject by the Director-General, 

1. THANKS the Joint Inspection Unit for the work accomplished; 

2. CONCURS with the comments and observations of the Director-General； 

3. BELIEVES that the Joint Inspection Unit should concentrate its work on the most 

important technical questions of management and administration with a view to achieving 

greater efficiency and economy; 

4. CONSIDERS, in the light of the experience gained, that the Unit 1 s reports dealing 

with system-wide problems of interagency interest designed to achieve better 

rationalization, improved management and greater uniformity in the work of the United 

Nations system have provided a useful contribution to the efforts pursued in this regard; 

5. CONSIDERS it desirable that a rotational scheme for the designation of countries to 

nominate inspectors be instituted; 

6. BELIEVES it essential for the effective functioning of the Unit that suitable 

standards to govern the selection of inspectors be established, with particular emphasis 

on qualifications and experience in fields such as public administration, finance and 

management； 

7. RECOMMENDS, to further expedite the handling and consideration of reports of concern 

solely to WHO, that the Joint Inspection Unit bear in mind to the extent possible the 

dates of the sessions of the Executive Board; 

8. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report and this resolution to che 

United Nations in compliance with resolution 2924 В (XXVII)； and further 
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9. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the fifty-ninth session of the Executive 
Board on the decisions taken on recommendations formulated by the United Nations General 

Assembly on this matter. 

Dr YAÏÎEZ (alternate to Dr Villani) said that, while he supported the draft resolution in 

general, he felt that it would be inappropriate at the present stage to introduce a rotational 

scheme (as suggested in operative paragraph 5), in view of the benefit to be derived from the 

wealth of experience available in certain countries. He therefore proposed the deletion of 

operative paragraph 5. 

Dr BAIRD said that he was inclined to disagree. Each Member State should have an equal 

chance in the matter. Certain criteria had been laid down in regard to selection and, if a 

person did not meet those criteria, he was not selected. That in itself was a safeguard. 

Dr CUMMING, agreeing with Dr Baird, said that he was surprised to note, from paragraph 

4.1 of document EB57/45, that the eight countries designated to nominate inspectors had 

remained unchanged. 

Dr YAÍ&Z ( aIternate to Dr Villani) said that, if the majority of members wished to retain 

the paragraph, he would not object. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

8. COORDINATION WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: Item 35 of the Agenda 

Application of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official relations: Item 35.1 

of the Agenda (Document EB57/46) 

Review of official relations with nongovernmental organizations: Item 35.2 of the Agenda 

(Resolutions EB55.R53 and EB55.R54; Document EB57/47) 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG (Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations), introducing the Standing Committee's report (document EB57/46), said that the 

Standing Committee had been entrusted with three tasks, the first being to examine four 

requests from nongovernmental organizations to establish official relations with WHO. One 

request - from the International Academy of Pathology - met the necessary requirements and 

accordingly the Standing Committee proposed that the Board agree to establish official 

relations with that organization. With regard to the other requests, the Standing Committee 

recommended either that further points of detail be clarified or that the outcome of the 

standard period of working relations be awaited. 

The Standing Committee 1 s second task had been to determine to what extent resolution 

EB55.R53 had been implemented； and its third task had been the triennial review of these 

nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO whose position had not been 

examined the previous year (10 organizations as compared with the 100 reviewed in 1975). 

One organization had not responded to the Secretariat's inquiries, and official relations 

with that organization were to be suspended. 

Lastly, he drew attention to two draft resolutions, the first of which, relating to the 

implementation of resolution EB55.R53, read: 

The Executive Board, 

Recalling resolution EB55.R52； 

Having considered the report of the Direсtor-General prepared in pursuance of that 

resolution, 

1. NOTES the report; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 
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(1) to continue to urge the nongovernmental organizations concerned which have not 

done so to comply with resolution EB55.R53； and 

(2) to report further on the subject to the fifty-ninth session of the Executive 

Board. 

The second resolution read: 

The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations, 

1. D E C I D E S o n the basis of the working principles governing the admission of non-

governmental organizations into official relations with W H O , to establish official 

relations with the International Academy of Pathology; 

2. DECIDES to suspend official relations with the International Academy of Legal 

Medicine and Social Medicine； and 

3. CONFIRMS its resolution EB55.R52 maintaining official relations with all other 

nongovernmental organizations in official relations with W H O . 

Dr CHEN Chih-min, speaking on the first draft resolution, reminded the Board that, at its 

fifty-fifth session it had adopted a resolution urging that all links be immediately severed 

with nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO in which groups or 

individuals from the Chiang Kai-shek clique were participating. While some nongovernmenta1 

organizations had respected that resolution, others had implemented neither that resolution 

nor similar resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly. 

As all were aware, there was only one China: the People 1 s Republic of China. It was 

totally improper to allow groups and individuals from the Chiang Kai-shek clique to usurp the 

name of China for the purpose of engaging in unlawful activities with such organizations. 

Any plan to create two Chinas, or one China from Taiwan, constituted an unwarranted inter-

ference in China !s internal affairs and was doomed to failure. He therefore requested the 

Director-General to continue to urge the nongovernmental organizations concerned to implement 

the relevant resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and WHO. He trusted that 

those organizations would align themselves with the historical trend and immediately sever 

all links with individuals and groups from the Chiang Kai-shek clique. He hoped that the 

draft resolution before the Board would be adopted. 

Professor JAKOVLJEVIÉ, Dr JAYASUNDARA and Dr MUKHTAR supported the statement of 

Dr Chen Chih-min. 

Dr HOSSAIN said he considered that the statement of Dr Chen Chih-min merited all due 

consideration. 

Dr UHRICH (adviser to Dr Ehrlich) said that he could not agree with the principle behind 

the draft resolution, since he considered nongovernmental organizations in association with 

WHO represented a significant body of health and scientific talent that could be used for the 

benefit of W H O f s programmes• Moreover, a governing body, such as the Board, did not in his 

opinion have the authority to dictate to nongovernmental organizations regarding the character 

of their membership. The exchange of scientific and professional thought among Member 

States did not, in any event represent official governmental relations between such States, 

His remarks pertained both to item 35,1 and to item 35.2 of the agenda. 

Dr VALLADARES said that he had certain comments on the subject under discussion which he 

would like to appear in the record. From a purely personal standpoint, however, he did riot 

think that the draft resolution was either timely or consonant with the spirit and letter of 

W H O f s Constitution, the main aim of which was to promote the health and wellbeing of all m e n , 

whatever their origin or nationality. If a vote were taken on the draft resolution, he 

would abstain. 
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Dr del-CID PERALTA, endorsed those views. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the second draft resolution. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

9. APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL CHAIRMAN OF THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS TO BE HELD A T THE TWENTY-

NINTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Supplementary Item 4 of the Agenda (Resolution EB56.R8; 

Document EB57/57) 

The CHAIRMA.N recalled that the Board at its fifty-sixth session had approved (resolution 

EB56.R8) the nomination of Mr Victor Urquidi as General Chairman of the Technical Discussions 

to be held at the Twenty-ninth Health Assembly. Since Mr Urquidi was unable to accept that 

appointment, the Board was required to reconsider the matter. In that connexion, a 

communication had been received from the President of the Twenty-eighth Health Assembly 

nominating Dr Mihail Aldea. The Board might therefore wish to consider the following draft 

resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Considering resolution WHA10.33; and 

Having received a communication from the President of the Twenty-eighth World Health 

Assembly nominating Dr Mihail Aldea as General Chairman of the Technical Discussions at 

the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

1. APPROVES this nomination; and 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to invite Dr Mihail Aldea to accept this appointment. 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG expressed his support for the draft resolution. 

The C H A I R M N , referring to the first preambular paragraph, suggested that a reference to 

resolution EB56.R8 be added. 

It was so agreed. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

10. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-NINTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: 

Item 37 of the Agenda (Document EB57/49) 

The DEPUTY DIREСTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, said that the Board was required, 

under Rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, to prepare the provisional 

agenda of each regular session of the Health Assembly after consideration of proposals 

submitted by the Director-General. Those proposals were now before the Board (document 

EB57/49). In accordance with resolution EB57.R37, a new item should be added to the proposals 

reading "Annual reporting by the Director-General and other documents on the work of WHO'1. 

Further, the title of item 3.14.4 should read: "Special assistance to Cambodia, the Democratic 

Republic of Viet-Nam, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and the Republic of South Viet-Nam". 

In addition, item 3. 8 (Method of work of the Health Assembly and of the Executive Board) 

should be deleted. References to resolutions adopted by the Board would be added to the 

relevant items in the revised agenda submitted to the Health Assembly. 

It w a s , of course, the Board 1 s prerogative to approve the proposals with such amendments 

as it saw fit. 
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Dr UHRICH (adviser to Dr Ehrlich), referring to item 2.2.1 of the provisional agenda, 

said he wondered whether it was really the Board T s intention that a detailed review of the 

programme budget should take place at the Health Assembly. In the light of the Board's 

earlier discussions in that connexion, he would propose the deletion of the word "Detailed" 

from the title of the agenda item. 

Professor AUJALEU said that, while he would agree that a brief review of the programme 

would suffice, he considered that a detailed review of the budget (financial year 1977) would 

be required since it was to be examined for the first time. He would suggest that the title 

of the agenda item be redrafted in that sense. 

Dr FETISOV (alternate to Dr Venediktov) considered that the title of agenda item 2.2.1 

should stand as drafted. 

Dr SHAMI proposed that the word "Detailed" be deleted, on the understanding that it would 

be left to the Health Assembly to decide whether or not it wished to carry out a detailed 

review. 

It was so agreed, 

Dr VALLADARES said that in 1977 the Pan American Health Organization, which was the 

Regional Committee for the Americas, was to hold its seventy-fifth anniversary. He therefore 

suggested that an item be added entitled "Seventy-fifth anniversary of РАНО11, so that a 

document on its achievements could be prepared for the Health Assembly f s information. 

Dr CUMMING said that, while he agreed with that suggestion, he thought it might tend to 

prolong the plenary meetings unless some arrangements were made as to who would speak on the 

item. 

Dr VALLADARES said that he had no strong feeling as to the point at which the item was 

raised; that could be left to the Secretariat to decide, 

Dr LEON (alternate to Dr Villani) supported Dr Valladares 1 suggestion. 

Dr DLAMINI did not think there could be any objection to the item as such； members would 

doubtless like to know however whether the item would invite comments and congratulations and 

thus take up more time• If there were no such comments, then such an item would be welcome. 

Dr del-CID PERALTA., agreeing with Dr Valladares, said that it was a very important item 

and should be included on the agenda. The exact point at which it should appear could be 

left to the Director-General and the General Committee to decide. 

Dr LEPPO (alternate to Professor Noro), referring to item 2.3, suggested, in view of the 

shift of emphasis from the programme budget to the Sixth General Programme of Work, that the 

words "Detailed review of the" should be added at the beginning of the title of that item. 

Dr SAUTER suggested that, if Dr Valladares' proposal were adopted, the new item should 

be inserted near the celebratory items (items 1.13 and 1.14)； proceedings might also be 

organized along similar lines. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that since the anniversary fell in 1977, he did not think 

Dr Valladares had in mind a celebration in 1976. He wondered whether Dr Valladares wished 

the Health Assembly to review a retrospective account of work in the Americas during those 

years; or whether he perhaps wished the Health Assembly to review the implementation of 

Article 54 of the Constitution. He asked the Board to give the Secretariat precise 

instructions on the preparation of the proposed item for consideration by the Health Assembly. 

Dr VALLADARES said that the intention behind his proposal was to bring the event to the 

notice of the Health Assembly, which might adopt a resolution specifying how and when the 

event was to be celebrated and asking the Secretariat and the Region to prepare an account of 
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the work of РАНО over the years. That might 

had been integrated and were working together 

review of the implementation of Article 54 of 

include an account of how the two organizations 

- b u t he had had no intention of suggesting a 

the Constitution, 

He thought it could be done with a minimum of discussion. Of course, if ministers of 

health wished to congratulate РАНО within the time allotted them in the general discussion 

they would be free to do so. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that there would be an opportunity to raise the matter at the 

1976 meeting of the Regional Committee for the Americas, which might wish to take up a 

proposal along the lines of that put forward by Dr Valladares. It would then be possible to 

include a celebratory item on the agenda of the Thirtieth World Health Assembly. 

Dr VALLADARES said that, as the Regional Committee would be meeting in October, the 

Board would be able to take the necessary steps at its fifty-ninth session. Subject to the 

agreement of the members of the Board who had supported his proposal, he would withdraw it # 

The CHAIRMAN said that Dr Valladares and those members who had supported the proposal 

would have noted the warmth with which it had been received. 

At the CHAIRMAN'S request, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL recapitulated the proposed 
amendments to the provisional agenda for the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly. 

Dr FETISOV (alternate to Dr Venediktov) asked what was to be discussed under item 2.5.15 

Health technology. 

Dr TEJADA-DE-RIVERO (Assistant Director-General) explained that the item was closely 

related to the primary health care aspects of strengthening of health services, and to rural 

development. The Director-General considered that it would not be possible to fully develop 

primary health care, or effective and viable health programmes within rural development, if 

there was no parallel development of technologies suitable to the limited resources of the 

developing countries. In particular, the financial resources available would not suffice 

for total coverage of the populations of developing countries by the conventional health 

technology developed in the advanced industrialized countries. The idea was to promote and 

develop health technologies adequate to the needs and resources of countries, especially of 

developing countries. In this way the Organization would cooperate in order to make for a 

better use of the resources available and at the same time simplify health technologies as 

used in the advanced countries to bring them within the possibilities of the developing 

countries. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL added that members of the Board would find the general lines of the 

question outlined in chapter 10， section 7, of the Sixth General Programme of Work. 

The CHAIRMAN wondered whether health technology should not be discussed in connexion 

with the promotion of national health services relating to primary health care and rural 

development. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the development of health technologies was related to 

those subjections, as explained by Dr Tejada, but it would ultimately go much further; it 

had therefore been thought advisable to present two separate items. He had no objection to 

the inclusion of the development of health technology in item 2.5.14 if the Board so wished. 

Dr BAIRD suggested that the two items be maintained but that some descriptive phrase be 

added to the second. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that resolution WHA28.88, which dealt with the promotion of 

national health services relating to primary health care, also dealt with the development of 

health technologies and so should also be mentioned under item 2,5.15. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that his personal preference would be to keep the two items 

separate, item 2.5.15 reading "Health technology relating to primary health care and rural 

development"• 

It was so agreed. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

APPROVES the Director-General
1
 s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, as amended. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

11. DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 38 of the 

Agenda (Document EB57/WP/8) 

Introducing the item, Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that the Executive 

Board usually met on the Monday of the fourth week after the opening of the Health Assembly. 

As the Health Assembly would open on Monday 3 May 1976, the Board 1s fifty-eighth session 

could begin on Monday 24 May. 

However the Director-General wished to point out that the Twenty-ninth World Health 

Assembly would be the first session at which the methods of work as revised by resolution 

WHA28.69 would be fully operative. He recalled the changes made in the proceedings of the 

Health Assembly, in particular the fact that one of the main committees would meet during the 

general discussion and that the programme budget might require less detailed review in the 

even-numbered years. The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly might therefore finish its work 

in the middle of the third week. The Board might therefore wish to consider meeting on 

Thursday, 20 May. There would, however, be an element of risk in taking such a decision. 

Professor AUJALEU said that he did not think, after reviewing the provisional agenda, 

that the Health Assembly would finish any earlier than usual• In view of the risk involved 

and as the financial implications appeared not to be substantial, he favoured the later date. 

Dr LEPPO (alternate to Professor Noro) asked whether Rule 5 of the Rules of Procedure of 

the Executive Board would permit the use of some formula to the effect that the Board would 

meet on the second working day after the end of the Health Assembly, 

prefer the earlier date - always supposing the Assembly ended in time. 

If not, he would 

Dr del-CID PERALTA asked whether it would be possible to agree on the later date and 

bring the date forward if the Health Assembly ended earlier. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed the Board that Rule 5 of the Board's Rules of Procedure 

precluded flexible solutions of that type. 

After a discussion in the course of which Dr FETISOV (alternate to Dr Venediktov), 

Dr SHAMI, Dr CUMMING and the CHAIRMAN declared themselves in favour of the later date,，the 

Board decided that its fifty-eighth session should open on Monday, 24 May 1976. 

Dr MUKHTAR (Rapporteur) read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

DECIDES that its fifty-eighth session shall be convened on Monday, 24 May 1976 at 
the headquarters of the Organization, Geneva, Switzerland. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 
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12. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT THE TWENTY-NINTH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY: Item 39 of the Agenda 

Introducing the item, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that, in accordance with Rule 43 
of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, the Board should be represented at 
the Health Assembly by such person or persons serving on the Board as the Board might deter-
mine. It was customary for the Board to appoint its chairman and another member as its 
representatives• 

On the proposal of Dr DIBA that the Chairman of the Board should be one of the 
representatives, and by Dr VALLADARES, Dr SHAMI, Dr HOSSAIN and Dr FETISOV that Dr Jayasundara, 
Vice-Chairman should be the other, it was so decided. 

At the CHAIRMAN' s request, Dr BUTERA (Rapporteur) read out the following draft 
resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. APPOINTS Professor J. Kostrzewski and Dr L. B. T. Jayasundara to represent the 
Board at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly; and 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the presentation of 

the Board 1s reports by its representatives at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

13. APPOINTMENT OF AN AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER, PRIOR TO THE 

TWENTY-NINTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY, THE REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS 

OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 1975: Item 40 of the Agenda (Documents EB57/50 and 

EB57/WP/13) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that, as members would note from document 

EB57/50, Article 34 of the Constitution and Financial Regulation 12.9 required that the Board 

receive, review and transmit to the Health Assembly, with comments as deemed necessary, the 

Director-General 1 s annual Financial Report and the External Auditor 1 s report thereon. As 

the Board did not meet again before the Health Assembly it had fulfilled those statutory 

requirements, in the past, by designating an ad hoc committee of three members to consider 

those items on the Board 1 s behalf just before the opening of the Health Assembly, and to 

report on them to the Health Assembly. It was suggested that the Ad Hoc Committee should 

meet on the morning of 3 May 1976. Two items for consideration by the Ad Hoc Committee, as 

proposed or decided during the Board 1s discussions, had been incorporated in operative 

paragraph 2 of the draft resolution contained in document EB57/WP/13, submitted for the 

Board's convenience. The draft resolution read as follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Considering the provisions of Financial Regulations 11.4 and 12.9 concerning the 
final accounts and the report of the External Auditor; and 

Considering that there will not be a session of the Executive Board between 

1 May 1976 and the date of the convening of the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

1. ESTABLISHES an Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board, consisting o f � 

to meet on Monday, 3 May to act on behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions 

of Financial Regulation 12.9; 

2. REQUESTS that the Ad Hoc Committee also consider the following subjects on behalf 

of the Board; 

(a) Transfers between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1975 

(additional, if any)； and 
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(b) Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which 

may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

3. DECIDES that, in the event that any member of the Ad Hoc Committee should be unable 

to serve, the Chairman of the Board may appoint a substitute from among the members of 

the Board. 

He recalled that it was customary for the Chairman of the Board to be one of the members of 

the Ad Hoc Committee. 

Professor AUJALEU, seconded by Dr DLAMINI and Dr HOSSAIN, proposed the nomination of 

the Chairman, Dr Jayasundara and Dr Valladares. 

Noting that those members of the Board expected to be able to attend a meeting on the 

proposed date, the CHAIRMAN said that the first operative paragraph of the draft resolution 

would r e a d � 

1. ESTABLISHES an Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board consisting of 

Dr L . В. T. Jayasundara, Professor J. Kostrzewski and Dr R. Valladares to meet on 

Monday, 3 May to act on behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions of Financial 

Regulation 12.9; 

Decision: The resolution, as completed, was adopted. 

14. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 41 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN, Dr BAIRD, Dr VALLADARES, Dr SHAMI, Professor NABEDE PAKAI, Dr HOSSAIN, 

Dr KHALIL, Dr TAKABE, Dr FETISOV (alternate to Dr Venediktov), Professor AUJALEU, 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG, Dr SAUTER and Dr YANEZ (alternate to Dr Villani) took part in an 

exchange of courtesies during which Dr BAIRD, as a member of the Board retiring after one 

year 1 s service, suggested that new members be provided with guidelines concerning their 

functions as Board members. 

The CHAIRMAN declared the fifty-seventh session closed. 

The meeting rose at 1,20 p.m« 

V 


