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NINETEENTH MEETING 

Wednesday, 29 January 1975, at 2,30 

Chairman : Dr С. N . D. TAYLOR 

1. METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 4.1 of the Agenda (Resolution EB54.R6; 

Official Records N o . 218, pages 220-221 and 243； Summary Records of the Executive Board, 

fifty-fourth session, EB54/SR/I R e v . L , page 10; Documents EB55/l7, EB55/l8 and EB55 /49 ) 
(continued) 

Rationalization of the work of the World Health Assembly (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to continue its consideration of the recommendations and 

conclusions in document EB55/l7. 

Recommendation 7,1.3 

Dr VENEDIKTOV had no objection to the recommendation but drew attention to one aspect 

linked with the Board*s discussion on the programme budget. The recent practice of discussing 

certain separate agenda items in conjunction with the programme budget, while sometimes helping 

to shorten the debate, had sometimes had the opposite effect on discussion of the programme 

budget estimates themselves. It might be useful to consider whether the most rational way to 

proceed in future would be either to examine the long-term programme separately and then turn 

to the proposed programme budget estimates for two years without again discussing those 

questions already reviewed in detail, or to discuss each time individually. 

Dr SHAMI said that the recommendations before the Board had already been discussed at 

length. He suggested that the Board should vote on them without further discussion. Any 

further comments Members might wish to make might be submitted to the Secretariat in writing. 

It was so agreed. 

Decision : Recommendation 7.1.3 was approved by 17 votes to none, with 2 abstentions. 

Recommendation 7.1.4 

Decision : Recommendation 7.1.4 was approved by 18 votes to none, with 1 abstention. 

Recommendation 7.1 »5 

Decision : Recommendation 7.1.5 was approved by 19 votes to none, with 1 abstention. 

Recommendation 7.1,6 

Decision : Recommendation 7.1.6 was approved by 12 votes to 2, with 5 abstentions. 

Recommendation 7,1,7 

Decision : Recommendation 7.1.7 was approved by 12 votes to 3, with 6 abstentions. 
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Recommendation 7,1,8 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO said that it seemed unnecessary to take a decision to the effect 

that the General Committee meetings should be held at or after 12.30 and 5
#
3 0 p.m. since they 

could obviously not take place during the hours of work of the Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that meetings of the Health Assembly had sometimes ended early to 

enable the General Committee to meet at 12 noon or 5 p.m. The intention was to ensure that 

meetings were not thus curtailed. 

Decision : Recommendation 7.1.8 was approved by 19 votes to none, with 1 abstention. 

Recommendation 7
#
1 . 9 

Dr VENEDIKTOV suggested that a decision on recommendation 7.1.9 might be deferred pending 

consideration of Dr D i b a
f

s alternative proposal, put forward at the previous meeting, to begin 

the Health Assembly on a Thursday, 

Professor AUJALEU said that the Board*s decision on the day of the week on which the 

Health Assembly was to begin would would have a considerable influence on the decision to be 

taken on recommendation 7.1.9. The vote on the former issue should therefore be taken first. 

In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN, Dr DIBA, alternate to Professor Pouyan, said 

that he had made no written recommendation but had suggested that the Board might consider 

the possibility that the Health Assembly should begin on a Wednesday or Thursday. He agreed 

that if consideration was to be given to that suggestion a decision on it would have to be 

taken before recommendation 7.1.9 could be dealt with. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO said that if the Health Assembly was to begin in mid-week she 

would prefer Thursday to Wednesday. The preparations for the Technical Discussions might 

also be made on the Thursday. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board might use the term "mid-week" without specifying the 

day. 

Dr DIBA, alternate to Professor Pouyan, recalling the Director-General *s statement that 

two days would be required to prepare for the general debate, asked whether it would be 

possible to begin preparations for the Technical Discussions also on the first day of the 

Health Assembly, as Professor Sulianti Saroso had suggested. They might then be prepared 

on the Thursday and commence on Friday morning. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV agreed with that suggestion. He feared that recommendation 7.1,9 might 

lead to the progressive elimination of the Technical Discussions. 

Professor AUJALEU reiterated that the day on which the Assembly was to begin would have 

to be established before a decision could be taken on the day for commencement of the Technical 

Discussions• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, replying to Dr Diba
1

 s question about the possibility of making all 

the necessary preparations for the Technical Discussions on the Thursday so that they could 

begin on the Friday, said that that would be considerably faster timing than it had been 

possible to achieve in the past, but if the Board and the Health Assembly took a decision to 

that effect an effort would be made to comply with it. 
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Another possibility would be to hold the Technical Discussions on the Friday and Saturday 

of the second week. Government ministers, who often came for the first week of the Health 

Assembly, would undoubtedly be more concerned with policy decisions than with the Technical 

Discussions. 

Dr EHRLICH said that his suggestion that the Health Assembly should begin on a Friday 

had been based primarily on an examination of the examples in Annexes 1, 2 and 3 of document 

EB55/17 and had been made with the idea of dealing with procedural matters on the Friday and 

the Saturday morning so that the work of the Health Assembly and its committees could begin 

in earnest on the Monday morning and the Technical Discussions could be held at the end of 

that week in the usual w a y . That should make it possible to conclude the work of the Health 

Assembly by the end of the second week. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in considering the timing of the Technical Discussions it should 

be borne in mind that while it would undoubtedly save time to hold them all day on the 

Saturday, such a course might have an adverse effect on attendance. They might, however, be 

held in part on the Saturday morning. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that in his view the Technical Discussions should begin on the Friday 

and be concluded on the Saturday. If they were not to begin until the Saturday there might 

be insufficient time to complete them. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO said that if the Health Assembly accepted the Board's recom-

mendation that the Committee on Nominations should meet prior to the opening of the Health 

Assembly she would support Dr Ehrlichias suggestion that the Health Assembly should begin on 

a Friday. On that day it might deal with the election of officers and adoption of the agenda, 

while the report of the Executive Board, together with the short report of the Director-General, 

might be presented on the Saturday morning so that the general debate could begin on the 

Monday morning. 

She would like the present practice of holding the Technical Discussions on Friday and 

Saturday to continue. 

Dr VALLADARES said that it was customary for health ministers to travel to Geneva on a 

Saturday or Sunday to attend the opening meeting of the Health Assembly on the Monday, They 

would find it difficult to leave their other duties and travel during the week to attend an 

opening meeting on the Friday. 

Professor AUJALEU said that after listening to the discussion he agreed that the 

Technical Discussions should begin on a Friday. He had no views on whether the first or 

second Friday would be preferable. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the Health Assembly might open at 3 p.m. on the 

Monday and the Committee on Nominations might meet at 4 p.m. It would still be possible for 

the Technical Discussions to be held at the end of the first week, ministers would be able to 

be present for the policy discussions during the first days of the Health Assembly and it 

would still be possible to gain a day. That course would also overcome the uncertainty of 

the Board
1

 s close vote at the previous meeting on the question of the meetings of the 

Committee on Nominations. 

In reply to a question by Dr EHRLICH, Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that 

if the Director-General's suggestion were adopted the schedules would remain unchanged 

except that the opening of the Health Assembly and the election of the Committee on 

Nominations would take place on the Monday and the scheduling of the Technical Discussions 

might be altered subject to the Board's decision. 
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Professor KOSTRZEWSKI said that the Board should give serious consideration to the 

Director-General's suggestion, which had the advantage of not interfering with the practice 

of holding the opening meeting of the Health Assembly in the afternoon, thus enabling 

delegations to make contacts during the morning and have a preliminary exchange of views on 

nominations. He was in favour of continuing to hold the Technical Discussions on the 

Friday and Saturday, 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO agreed with the Director-General
f

s suggestion, which would 

make it possible to avoid mid-week travel. 

She was doubtful whether the Health Assembly would succeed in completing its work in 

two weeks and asked if there was any rule that stipulated that the session of the Executive 

Board immediately following the Health Assembly had to begin on a Monday. If not, two and 

a half weeks might be provided for, allowing the Board to meet whenever the Health Assembly 

finished its work within that time. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that there was no such rule. The Board's post-Assembly 

sessions were simply determined by the Board according to the probable date by which the 

Health Assembly would have completed its work. Monday had been chosen in the past to allow 

for some flexibility. Notices convening the Board had to be sent by the Director-General to 

its members six weeks before the commencement of a regular session. Therefore a definite 

date had to be fixed well in advance. 

Dr SAUTER asked whether his understanding was correct that the Director-General
T

 s 

proposal would mean that on the Tuesday morning delegates would have before them the proposals 

of the Committee on Nominations and would be able to begin elections at once, having found 

time on the Monday afternoon, before the opening at 3 p.m., to deal with all the small 

administrative matters of registration and so forth that brought so large a crowd of delegates 

to the registration desks. 

The CHAIRMAN confirmed that interpretation. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that while he understood the Director-General’s explanation about the 

rule which stipulated that the Board should meet on a prearranged date, he nevertheless found 

Professor Sulianti
f

 s idea interesting. If the Assembly were to conclude its work early in 

the third week, the Board could meet during that week, thus re丄easing Board members from the 

obligation to remain for two additional days. Could it not be agreed that the Board's 

session would begin on the day following the closure of the Health Assembly, without a precise 

date being established? 

Professor AUJALEU supported the Director-General's proposal that the Health Assembly 

should begin at 3 p.m. on the Monday and that the Committee on Nominations should meet 

immediately thereafter. He was opposed to the closure of the Health Assembly being fixed 

for Saturday of the second week and suggested that Monday and Tuesday of the following week 

should be kept available. 

If the Director-General
f

s suggestion were adopted it would be necessary, by a two-thirds 

majority, to revoke the vote taken on recommendation 7.1.1. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, clarifying his suggestion, said that it would mean that the 

opening plenary meeting of the Health Assembly would take place at 3 p.m. on the Monday, 

followed by a meeting of the Committee on Nominations at 4 p.m. to present candidates for 

election at the plenary meeting the following morning. 

Professor Aujaleu's suggestion that the first two or three days of the third week be 

made available would provide a margin of flexibility that should be adequate for the 

Secretariat’s planning of the total length of the Assembly. Professor Aujaleu had rightly 

pointed out that the adoption of his suggestion would make it necessary for the Board to 

reverse its earlier decision by a two-thirds majority. 
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If Board members would agree that three days in the third week would provide 

flexibility, then the session of the Board following the Health Assembly could be 

the Thursday. It would not be in accordance with the Board's Rules of Procedure 

for one day after the end of the Health Assembly without stipulating a day. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO, supported by Professor AUJALEU, formally proposed that the 

Board should reconsider the decision it had taken at the previous meeting in respect of 

paragraph 7.1.1. 

sufficient 

fixed for 

to fix it 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the proposal to reopen consideration of paragraph 7.1.1. 

In accordance with the provisions of Rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure, a two-thirds majority 

would be required. 

Decision : The proposal was adopted by 16 votes to 1, with 3 abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to vote again on recommendation 7.1.1, i.e., to amend 

Rules 24 and 25 of the Rules of Procedure to provide for election of the Committee on 

Nominations at one session of the Assembly so that it could meet immediately prior to the 

opening of the following session. The decision taken would, in the light of the preceding 

discussion, imply the choice of opening day for the Health Assembly. 

Decision : Recommendation 7.1.1 was rejected by 18 votes to 1, with 1 abstention. 

The CHAIRMAN accordingly proposed that the opening meeting of the Health Assembly should 

take place on the Monday at 3 p.m., and that the Committee on Nominations should meet at 4 p.m. 

following the same procedure as in the past. 

Decision: That proposal was adopted by 16 votes to none, with 3 abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested, in keeping with the 

Technical Discussions should be held on the whole 

first week, on the understanding that they could 

so wished. 

views expressed in the discussion, that the 

of Friday and on Saturday morning in the 

continue on Saturday afternoon if participants 

Decision : That proposal was adopted by 17 votes to 1, with 1 abstention. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in view of the decisions just taken, the Board would have to 

consider a revised form of draft resolution, since the text contained in paragraph 7.2 of 

document EB55/7 was no longer applicable. 

Dr EHRLICH requested that the Board should, at the same time as it received the amended 

draft resolution, be provided with a schedule of the type shown in the Annexes, incorporating 

the decisions taken. 

The CHAIRMAN said that would be possible. 

Verbatim records of plenary meetings of the Health Assembly 

Dr MANUILA (Director, Office of Publications and Translation), introducing the Director-

General' s report on the subject (document EB55/49), stated that the proposal relating to 

verbatim records of plenary meetings was one of a series of other proposals prepared in the 

light of the need to achieve economies wherever possible without detriment to the efficiency 

of the work of the Health Assembly. It was being suggested that a single quadrilingual 

edition should be published, instead of the separate editions for each working language as 

hitherto, and that speeches in English, French, Russian and Spanish would be published in 

those languages； however, speeches in Russian and Spanish would in addition be accompanied 
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by an English translation in the record of one meeting and by a French translation in that of 

the next. The proposed procedure would be in keeping with that adopted by UNESCO. The saving 

effected would be in the approximate order of US$ 50 000. Acceptance of the proposal would 

not change the manner or form in which the provisional verbatim records were circulated during 

the Health Assembly session itself. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV considered that while some economies were justified, others were not. 

Action taken by UNESCO need not necessarily set a precedent. The final edited version of the 

verbatim records of plenary meetings was carefully examined in W H O
1

s Member countries and 

served as an important source of information. He was consequently opposed to the present 

proposal, which would make the verbatim records far more difficult for many to study. 

Dr EHRLICH was in favour of the proposal on the basis of experience in the Pan American 

Health Organization, where a procedure substantially the same as that being proposed was 

working satisfactorily. Statements were printed in the original English, French, Spanish or 

Portuguese in which they had been delivered. There was no provision for translations into 

English and French at alternative meetings； however, delegations could obtain a translation 

of any statement they wished from the Secretariat. The savings effected by using the system 

amounted to some US$ 35 000 a year. 

Dr VALLADARES was unable to agree with the proposal to do away with a translated edition 

into each working language of the verbatim records of plenary meetings. The amount involved 

was relatively small, and the Board should only consider such a step if the financial 

situation became particularly stringent. Due weight should be given to the consideration 

that a large number of persons read the records in Spanish, and that the feeling of frustra-

tion they would experience would surely constitute a more important factor than the amount 

saved. 

Dr RESTREPO CHAVARRIAGA, while in favour of introducing economies where possible, 

believed that the proposal would to some extent be detrimental to the Health Assembly as it 

would result in the participation of some delegations becoming less effective. It was not 

possible to evaluate the far-reaching consequences of such a measure since the verbatim 

records were used as reference documents in Member countries and were therefore of lasting 

interest. 

Professor AUJALEU said that he was unable to accept the proposal for the reasons voiced 

by previous speakers. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV pointed out that considerable expenditure would necessarily be incurred 

owing to requests by individual delegations for translations, if the practice in РАНО were 

to be followed. 

Professor REID considered that the question was somewhat delicate. He suspected that 

the verbatim records of plenary meetings were less used as reference documents in Member 

countries than were other Health Assembly documents. Furthermore, it should be a relatively 

easy matter to procure translations. While the saving involved was small, it was nevertheless 

a worthwhile amount, and he would accordingly support the proposal. 

Dr ZECENA FLORES, alternate to Dr Castillo Sinibaldi, Dr LEON, alternate to Dr García, 

Professor KOSTRZEWSKI and Professor TIGYI expressed their opposition to the proposal for the 

reasons already emphasized. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO suggested that, if a considerable economy was involved, it 

might be sufficient just.to have a single quadrilingual edition, without including in it an 

English or French translation of speeches in Russian and Spanish for alternate meetings as 

suggested in the document, on the understanding that delegations could request a translation 

if they so wished, possibly from the speaker concerned. It would be useful for the Board to 

have some indication as to the savings such a scheme would achieve. 
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Dr MANUILA (Director, Office of Publications and Translation) said that, while he was 

not in a position to quote an exact amount immediately, the saving would be sizeable. 

Professor AUJALEU said that it should be borne in mind that many delegations, including 

certainly his own, would be likely to ask for translations of many statements, particularly 

those in Russian. The cost of those translations would have to be deducted from the savings. 

Dr VALLADARES pointed out that a single edition of the verbatim records might in fact 

mean that some statements, in Spanish say, could not be read at all by members of the health 

services in a number of countries. 

Dr SAUTER wondered into which language statements made in a language that was not a 

working language of the Organization would be translated. 

Dr MANUILA (Director, Office of Publications and Translation) made it clear that the 

present proposal had been put forward by the Director-General as one possible way among others 

of instituting economies. The Director-General was aware that the proposal had a number of 

drawbacks and took no stand in the matter； it was for the Board to decide. 

The present system made it possible for the verbatim records of plenary meetings to be 

studied as reference documents in the various countries. The method suggested by Dr Ehrlich 

and Professor Sulianti Saroso would mean that the verbatim records could only be studied in 

the various countries by health workers who were also linguists. It seemed to him, therefore, 

that the only possible alternative to the present system would be the UNESCO method, which 

presupposed a working knowledge of French and English. 

Professor REID said that 

system had been introduced in 

would favour the retention of 

he had based his support for the 

UNESCO. However, in view of the 

the present system. 

proposal on the fact that the 

discussion in the Board, he 

Dr VENEDIKTOV considered that the Board should adopt a resolution stating that it had 

considered the Director-General‘s report and deemed it preferable to maintain the present 

system of publishing the verbatim records. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution along the lines 

suggested by Dr Venediktov: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the Director-General‘s report on verbatim records of plenary meetings 

of the Health Assembly, 

DECIDES that present practices in publishing the verbatim records should be continued. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted.1 

1

 Resolution EB55.R34 . 
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2. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR 1976 AND 1977: Item 3.4 of the Agenda 

(continued) 

Draft Report of the Executive Board (Documents EB55/wp/l6 and Add.1) (continued) 

Chapter II 

Paragraph 31 

The CHAIRMAN invited members to examine the suggested revised text of the paragraph, 

which appeared in document E B 5 5 / w p / l 6 Add.1. 

Subparagraphs (1) and (2) of the suggested revised text were approved without comment. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV proposed that the title of subparagraph (3) should read "Expanded 

programme of biomedical research", to ensure consistency with resolutions on the same subject 

adopted in the past. 

Professor REID proposed that the beginning of the second sentence of subparagraph (4) 

should read as follows : "It strongly endorsed the idea that WHO should promptly implement 

a programme on ..." 

Dr VENEDIKTOV proposed that at the end of the first sentence of subparagraph (5) 

the words "unfortunate situation" should be replaced by "setbacks". 

Professor AUJALEU proposed the insertion of the word "most" before the word ’
,

encouraging, 

in the first line of subparagraph (6). 

Those proposals were accepted. 

Decision : The revised text for chapter II, paragraph 31 was approved. 

Paragraph 32 

Paragraph 32 was approved. 

Appendices 

Replying to a comment by Professor AUJALEU, Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said 

that a second table showing the figures actually approved by the Board would be inserted in 

Appendices 1 and 2. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO, referring to the table of appendices on page iii of the 

document, suggested that Appendices 3, 4 and 5 should not be reproduced in the final report of 

the present session but should be issued after the Board had reviewed the topics concerned in 

1976• That did not apply, however, to Appendix 6 . 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL agreed with that suggestion. 

Dr EHRLICH said that, in the interests of consistency, references to Appendices 3, 4 and 

5 should also be deleted from the body of the report. 

It was so agreed. 

Appendices 7, 8 and 9 were approved without comment. 

Decision： The report of the Executive Board on its examination of the proposed programme 

budget for 1976-1977 (financial year 1976) was adopted. 
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3. WHO'S ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION OF BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH： Item 2.7 of the 

Agenda (Resolution WHA27.63; Document EB55/8) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to a draft resolution proposed by Dr Chitimba, Dr Ehrlich and 

Dr Venediktov, which read as follows� 

The Executive Board, 

Reiterating the continuing importance given to itensifying the development and 

coordination of biomedical research in the activities of the Organization pursuant to 

resolution WHA25.60; 

Having examinëd the progress report submitted by the Director-General in accordance 

with resolution WHA27.61； and 

Noting that, as one aspect of the problem, particular attention was given to tropical 

parasitic diseases in resolution WHA27.52, 

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report； 

2 . COMMENDS the steps taken to implement the provisions of these resolutions, notably 

with respect to: (a) the special programme for research and training in tropical diseases 

and its further formulation; (b) the greater involvement of the ACMR and of the regions 

in the research activities of the Organization； and (c) increased coordination and 

planning of biomedical research and exchange of research information through medical 

research councils and similar national bodies and appropriate nongovernmental organizations； 

and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General (a) to take steps to enlist financial and technical 

support for these activities and (b) to take into account the comments made at the fifty-

fifth session of the Executive Board in the preparation of his report to the Twenty-eighth 

World Health Assembly. 

Professor AUJALEU introduced an amendment, in the form of a new text for operative 

paragraph 2, to the draft resolution before the Board. The amendment was intended solely to 

clarify the original text, and no change of substance was proposed. It read as follows : 

"2. COMMENDS the steps taken or envisaged to implement these resolutions, notably 

with respect to: 

(a) the special programme for research and training in tropical diseases and its 

further formulation; 

(b) the greater involvement of the ACMR; 

(c) greater participation of the Regional Committees and Regional Offices in the 

research activities of the Organization; 

(d) more numerous exchanges of information on medical research and better 

coordination and planning of research as a result of the cooperation received from 

medical research councils and similar national bodies and appropriate nongovernmental 

organizations； and" 

Professor VENEDIKTOV accepted Professor Aujaleu
1

s amendment on behalf of the sponsors of 

the draft resolution. 

The translation into Russian of the text of the draft resolution having given rise to 

some difficulties, he suggested the following minor drafting changes: the word "commends" at 

the beginning of operative paragraph 2 to be replaced by "approves"； the words "to take steps 

to enlist" at the beginning of operative paragraph 3(a) to be replaced by "to determine ways of 

ensuring"； and the words "comments made" in operative paragraph 3(b) to be replaced by 

’
,

discussion held". 
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Dr EHRLICH, speaking as a co-sponsor of the draft resolution, agreed to the second and 

third of the proposed drafting changes, but suggested that the word "commends" at the beginning 

of operative paragraph 2 should be replaced by "endorses" rather than by "approves". 

Professor VENEDIKTOV agreed to that suggestion. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO suggested that the words "more numerous" at the beginning of 

operative paragraph 2(d) as amended by Professor Aujaleu should be replaced by the word 

"increasing". 

Professor AUJALEU agreed, but said that the corresponding French text should remain 

unchanged. 

1 
Decision： The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

4 . DEVELOPMENT OF THE ANTIMALARIA PROGRAMME: Item 2.9 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA27.51; 

Document EB55/WP/2) (continued) 

Dr RESTREPO CHAVARRIAGA, Chairman of the drafting group set up at the ninth meeting, 

introduced the following draft resolution entitled "Development of the antimalaria programme". 

The Executive Board, 

Recalling resolution WHA27.51; 

Having considered the Director-General's report on the development of the antimalaria 

programme； 

Recognizing that the deteriorating epidemiological situation in many parts of the 

world may reverse the results already obtained in the antimalaria programme unless immediate 

measures are undertaken to correct that situation; 

Considering that it is incumbent upon the Organization to promote the necessary 

action and coordination of efforts in that domain, 

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General on the development of the antimalaria 

programme and concurs with the recommendations contained therein； 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General to up-date his report on the basis of further infor-

mation which might become available, taking into account the discussion at the fifty-fifth 

session of the Executive Board, and to submit it to the Twenty-eighth World Health 

Assembly; 

3 . INVITES the Assembly*s attention to the Board's own comments and recommendations 

contained in the Board
T

s report on the programme budget for 1976/l977； and 

4 . RECOMMENDS to the Assembly the adoption of the following resolution: 

"The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution WHA27.51, 

Having considered the Director-General 1 s report on the development of the 

antimalaria programme and the views expressed on the subject by the Executive Board 

at its fifty-fifth session, 

Recognizing the grave consequences of the deteriorating epidemiological situa-

tion in a number of malaria programmes, 

Conscious of the urgent need for the Organization to take active steps parti-

cularly to contain the present recrudescence of malaria in many parts of the world; 

1

 Resolution EB55.R34 . 
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Realizing with concern the serious difficulties, ©specially the shortage of 

insecticides and the increasing cost of supplies, transport and services the 

Governments have to face to maintain the required degree of efficiency of anti-

malarial operations； 

Further realizing that resources from the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion -

Malaria Special Account are no longer available at the level at which the necessary 

assistance could be provided to Member States； 

Noting with satisfaction the decision of the Board to establish an ad hoc 

Committee of its Members to give close attention to the matter in cooperation with 

the Secretariat, 

1. URGES the Governments to re-examine their health priorities with due regard to 

the malaria situation and the potential spread of the disease in their countries and 

to mobilize the national resources required to ensure continuous support to the 

implementation of their antimalaria programmes； 

2 . INVITES the Regional Committees at their forthcoming sessions to give special 

attention to the malaria situation in the Regions and make recommendations regarding 

the orientation of antimalaria programmes in regional frameworks； 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General, 

Taking into account the considerations of the ad hoc Committee on Malaria 

established by the Executive Board, 

(a) to assist Member States in the planning, evaluation and implementation of 

antimalaria programmes according to the particular situation, needs and resources of 

each country; 

(b) to carry out a thorough review of the present position regarding the development 

and production of antimalarials and insecticides, with a view to ensuring the timely 

availability of these essential tools, at accessible costs, for national antiraalaria 

programmes； and 

(c) to inform all international institutions having an interest in the problem of 

the present situation in order to secure their cooperation in a renewed attack on the 

disease； 

4 . URGES countries with available resources to contribute further to the Voluntary 

Fund for Health Promotion - Malaria Special Account either in money or in kind or to 

provide assistance through bilateral agreements within the framework of agreed 

programmes and plans of actions； 

5. REQUESTS the Executive Board to continue to give close attention to the develop-

ment of the antimalaria programme on a global basis and to report as appropriate to 

the World Health Assembly." 

Professor AUJALEU suggested the insertion of the words "countries carrying out" between 

the words "a number of" and "malaria programmes" in the third preambular paragraph of the 

resolution recommended to the Health Assembly in paragraph 4 . 

It was so agreed. 

Decision: The resolution, as amended, was a d o p t e d ? 

Dr RESTREPO CHAVARRIAGA, Chairman of the working group, introduced a second draft 

resolution on the item, which read as follows � 
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The Executive Board, 

Having reviewed, as requested by the World Health Assembly in resolution WHA27.51, 

the development of the antimalaria programme； 

Having considered a proposal of the Director-rGeneral for a closer cooperation of the 

Board and the Secretariat in this matter; and 

Believing that such cooperation can be instrumental in the reorientation and 

strengthening of the antimalaria programme at a critical juncture, 

•1. DECIDES to establish an ad hoc Committee on malaria composed of five of its members； 

2 . REQUESTS the Committee, in collaboration with the Secretariat 

(a) to determine all aspects of the problem calling for priority attention, with 

special emphasis on the formulation of regional strategies, the reorientation of 

national programmes and the development, production and adequate supply of anti-

malarials and insecticides； 

(b) to submit to the Board, for consideration and approval, its recommendations 

concerning further action to be taken. 

3 . FURTHER DECIDES that, for its first phase of operation, the Committee will consist 

of . . 

Professor REID, supported by Professor KOSTRZEWSKI, pointed out that the title of the 

draft resolution should not be the same as that of the other resolution just adopted by the 

Board. He suggested that the title should read: "Ad hoc Committee on the antimalaria 

programme". 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the following names should be inserted in the blank space left 

in operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution: Dr L . B . T . Jayasundara, Dr R . Lekie, 

Dr G . Restrepo Chavarriaga, Dr К. Shami and Dr D. D. Venediktov. 

It was so agreed. 

Decision; The resolution, as amended was approved.
1 

The meeting rose at 4.35 p . m . 
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