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THIRTY-FIRST Wهع^£سا O R L D  HEALTH ASSEMBLY

UNITED NATIONS W A T E R  CONFERENCE 

Follow-up to the Mar del Plata A c t i o n  Plan 

Report by the Director-General

In accordance w ith resolution WHA30.33, the Director-General 

reports hereunder on coordination aspects of the مس ذ - مب ر  to the 

Mar del Plata A c t i o n  Plan adopted by the United Nations W a ter 

Conference in March 1977.

1. Introduction

1.1 The Director-General reported in detail^ on the United Nations W a t e r  Conference, held in 

Mar del Plata, Argentina, in March 1977, and on the reco:ranendations w h i c h  ' from it to 

the Thirtieth W o r l d  Health Assembly (May 1977), which subsequently adopted resolution WHA30.33.2

1.2 Since the Thirtieth Health Assembly, a number of developments have taken place both 

within and outside W HO directly related to the Conference's reconmendations. The present 

report outlines the action and decisions taken in this connexion.

2. Organization of W HO activities

2.1 In the light of resolution W H A 3 0 . 33, technical cooperation w i t h  Member States has been 

reinforced. Details are given in the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l ,s report on W H O's human health and 

environment programme . ت

2.2 Measures have been taken to further cooperation wit h  other United Nations ‘ 

international and regional development b a n k s , other funding agencies, and the official 

development aid agencies of potential contributing countries. This cooperation will be 

particularly important during the preparations for and implementation of the International 

Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade. The strategy is to ! WHO's • ' 

cooperation at the country level through promotion and cooperation at the global level, leading 

to:

(a) greater recognition and understanding of problems and their solutions on an inter- 

sectoral basis;

(b) increased national/international readiness to take the action needed to implement 

the target set for 1990 by the United Nations W a t e r  Conference; and

(c) allocation of adequate resources, national as well as external, for safe water 

supplies and other basic sanitary needs.
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2 WHO Official Records, No. 240, 1977, pp. 17-18. 
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3. Pertinent decisions of the United Nations Economic and Social Council and General Assembly

3.1 A t  its sixty-third session in July 1 9 7 7 ٠ the Economic and Social Council adopted two 

r esolutions related to the United Nations W a t e r  Conference. The first - resolution 2115 

(LXIII) - concerns the follow-up to the A c t i o n  Plan adopted in Mar del Plata; in it, the 

Council decided to convene a special session of the Committee on Natural Resources in order to 

decide on further steps to secure the implementation of the Plan. This special session will 

be held from 18 to 27 September 1978 at United Nations Headquarters in New York, and its report 

w i l l  be transmitted to the reconvened sixty-fifth session of the Council so that appropriate 

r ecommendations can be made for the attention of the United Nations General A s s embly at its 

thirty-third session. This schedule ensures that only a m i n imum amount of time will have been 

lost in seekin§ the General Assembly's endorsement for full implementation of the Action Plan.

3.2 In its resolution 2121 (LXIII) on the report of the W a t e r  Conference, the Council inter 

alia requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations to make arrangements for an in-depth 

study concerning Conference resolution II on community water supply, and the launching of the 

International Drinking W a ter Supply and Sanitation Decade recommended in the Acti o n  Plan.

That study is to be presented to the Committee on Natural Resources at the special session 

referred to above.

3.3 The Director-General of WHC, in noting Council resolution 2121 (LXIII), offered full 

support to the Secretary-General for the preparation of the in-depth study. The Secretary- 

General accepted that offer, and the Crganization is preparing the report on community water 

supply and sanitation for the Committee on Natural Resources in consultation w i t h  the World 

Bank and other interested organizations and institutions of the United Nations system.

3.4 The General Assembly, at its thirty-second session (1977), adopted the report of the 

W a t e r  Conference in resolution 32 15م ا8  In that resolution the General Assembly recommended 

that governments should consider, where necessary, the desirability of designating national 

w a ter conference committees or other suitable organizations to coordinate and monitor the 

implementation of the Conference's recommendations.

3.5 Both the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly again stressed the need to 

ensure the full participation of the regional commissions of the Uni ted Nations in actions to 

follow up the Conference. The Director-General is ensuring that any proposals and decisions 

made by the meetings on water held by the regional commissions will, to the extent possible 

and where they re late to community water supply and sanitation, be adequately reflected in the 

W H G  report to the Committee on Natural Resources.

4. Coordination and cooperation wit h  other organizations of the United Nations system

4.1 W a t e r  is a subject wit h  many different aspects w h ich are dealt with by a large number of 

United Nations organizations and institutions. It is essential that the agencies directly 

concerned w ith drinking-water supply and sanitation at country level should cooperate and 

coordinate their activities.

4.2 The e xe؟utive heads of W H O  and FAO have recently signed three memoranda of understanding 

governing W H0/ fA 0 collaboration in: rural water supply and agricultural development; the 

p r e v ention and control of waterborne and associated diseases in agricultural water development 

activities; and wastewater use in agriculture, forestry and aquaculture.

4.3 The longstanding cooperation between UNICEF and W H ©  in the health field, and particularly 

in rural water supply and sanitation, is reflected in a memorandum of understanding signed 

b e tween the heads of the two organizations in 1975, w h i c h  emphasizes the importance placed on 

national planning and ' and joint action at country level, taking into account the 

shifts of emphasis in technical cooperation.
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4.4 It ئ quite obvious that if the Mar del Plata targets of safe w ئ؛ a ter and sanitation for 

all by 1990 are to be achieved, new approaches in terms of integrating w a ter supply and sanita- 

tion planning w i thin the social and health development process have to be adopted. The current 

joint study on "Water supply and sanitation components of primary health care" w h ich will be 

placed before the twenty-second session of the UNICEf/wHO Joint Committee on Health Policy in 

January 1979 is thus timely in relation to preparations for the Decade.

4.5 Through their cooperative programme, w h ich has been in operation from 1971, WH O  and the 

W o r l d  Bank, in collaboration with countries, carry out sector studies, formulate sector 

programmes, and identify and prepare investment projects in the sectors of community water 

supply and wastes disposal. Since the United Nations Water Conference, and in response to 

Health Assembly resolution WHA30.33, this programme is currently oriented to assist countries 

to prepare for the Decade, with emphasis on populations most in need.

4.6 WHO's longstanding cooperation w ith UNDP is continuing, w ith efforts under way to 

emphasize action at the country level to strengthen the planning of services for water supply 

to rural areas.

4.7 In the light of the above, consultations are taking place with all the agencies ' 

to strengthen multiagency cooperation in national planning and programming for the ~

Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, recognizing the key role of UNDP Resident 

Representatives at country level.

4.8 All the organizations and institutions of the United Nations system concerned ' 

that better coordination arrangements are required to ensure a collective and concerted response 

to all the recommendations of the Water Conference. To this end, the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations is now developing new proposals for intensifying such coordination activities in 

consultation with the appropriate organizations. These proposals, w h ich centre on the 

establishment of an interagency water resources board to replace the Administrative ~

on Coordination's Sub-Committee on W a ter Resources Development, will be ' to the

Committee on Natural Resources at its special session in September 1978. It should be noted 

that the Economic and Social Council, the Committee on Natural Resources and the United Nations 

regional commissions have been given a central coordinating role, at ' level,

for the overall follow-up action on the W a ter Conference's r ecommendations. The 

General will keep the World Health Assembly and/or the Executive Board informed as ' '

of any decisions taken in this respect.


