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Report by the Director-General

In this report, submitted in accordance with resolution WHA30.27, 
the Director-General provides information on action taken by WHO in 
cooperation with other international bodies to provide emergency health 
and medical assistance to Lebanon during the period May 1977 - 
March 1978.

1. Introduction

1.1 The Thirtieth World Health Assembly, in -resolution WHA30.27, revested the 
Director-General "to continue and intensify the Organization's health and medical '
to Lebanon, allocating for this purpose, and to the extent possible, funds from the regular 
budget and other WHO financial resources, in addition to any sums received from the United 
Nations Trust Fund for Lebanon, and to report to the Thirty-first World Health Assembly on 
such assistance".

1.2 The Director-General's report to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly (document АЗО/28 
Add.l) provided information on assistance given to Lebanon over the period October 1975 - 
April 1977. The present report deals with WHO assistance during the period May 1977 - March 
1978 and the funds utilized for that purpose.

2. Assistance provided and sources of funds

2.1 The senior public health administrator assigned to Lebanon by WHO in January 1977 to 
assist the Ministry of Health in the rehabilitation programme was maintained in Lebanon. He 
helped inter alia in identifying the emergency needs for the implementation of a national 
rehabilitation and reconstruction programme within the Health Service Plan, including
a national sanitation programme, a national blood bank, and the strengthening of the 
emergency transport services.

2.2 In July 1977 a sanitary engineer was assigned for a short mission to advise the 
authorities on measures for the reestablishment of drinking-water distribution systems in 
several villages in the southern part of Lebanon. A project to supply drinking-water to 
these villages was designed, and WHO offered to finance the repair of pumps and pipeline at 
a cost of up to US¡000 100 ؛.

2.3 In November 1977 a second sanitary engineer was assigned to Lebanon for a month to 
reassess the national waste management plan, and especially to advise on problems of water 
supply, sanitation and sewag؟ disposal outside Beirut.

2.4 During the period under review, the three phases of the national rehabilitation and 
reconstruction programme referred to above were carried out successfully, thanks to funds 
made available by WHO from its regular budget (322 233 ء in 1977 and $ 279 900 in 1978), and 
to those made available through WHO from the United Nations Trust Fund for Lebanon, totalling 
$ 2 740 500.

2.5 UNICEF carried out a substantial programme of emergency relief, providing children's 
food and clothing, baby care equipment, and supplies to improve water distribution and 
safety, especially in rural areas.
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2.6 The World Food Frogramme, which provided approximately 16 ء ООО ООО-worth of food for 
emergency relief in 1977, has reactivated two projects which were in operation in 1975, one 
for the development of the mountainous area and the other for feeding children and young 
people.

2.7 Close cooperation was maintained with the International " of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), which continued its considerable assistance and has been invaluable in the provision 
and distribution of emergency health and medical supplies. Fruitful collaboration was also 
maintained with the League of Red Cross Societies.

2.8 Several nongovernmental organizations continued to provide valuable assistance to 
Lebanon in different fields. Terre des Hommes donated, through WHO, 200 000 doses of polio 
vaccine. WHO actively participated in facilitating the procurement of such medical supplies

2.9 The Organization will continue this humanitarian operation in full collaboration with 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Development Programme, 
UNICEF, ICRC and other organizations concerned in order to assist the health authorities in 
meeting the priority health needs of the Lebanese people.


