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The Dr A . T. Shousha Foundation Committee met on 16 January 1978 under the chairmanship 

of Dr A . A . Al-Baker. 

1. Consideration of nominations for the award of the Dr A . T. Shousha Foundation Prize 

received after the closing date 

The Committee decided to take into consideration two nominations which were received at 

WHO headquarters, Geneva, after the closing date of 30 November 1977. 

2. Review of the candidatures 

The Committee reviewed the six candidatures submitted in reply to the Director-General's 

letter of 30 August 1977 inviting nominations from the Member States of the geographical area 

in which Dr A . T. Shousha served the World Health Organization and from the former recipients 

of the Prize. The members of the Committee felt that it was difficult to assess the real 

capabilities and achievements of the candidates simply on the basis of the curriculum vitae 

and documentation submitted, and the Chairman was therefore asked if he could provide 

additional information on the persons nominated. The Chairman gave a short résumé of his 

personal knowledge of the candidates and of their work. 

3. Proposal to the Thirty-first World Health Assembly for the award of the Prize 

After reviewing the documentation received in support of the proposed candidates, the 

Committee decided to recommend to the Health Assembly that the Dr A . T. Shousha Foundation 

Prize for 1978 be awarded to Dr Ali M . Fakhro, Minister of Health of Bahrain. 

Before becoming Minister of Health of Bahrain, Dr Fakhro was first Assistant-Director of 
Medical Services, and then Head of the Health Department. 

Well-known for his work in cardiology, Dr Fakhro has published articles on the subject, 
mainly on coronary care units, in the American Journal of Cardiology and the American Heart 
Journal. He was consultant cardiologist to the Government of Bahrain from 1966 to 1970. 
Holding office as Minister of Health has not interfered with his personal interest in 
providing care for cardiac patients in his country, but it has given him more potential and 
incentive to promote cardiovascular services in Bahrain on a governmental basis. 

Throughout his career, including his present ministerial post, Dr Fakhro has done his 
utmost with the available resources and facilities to organize and promote public health 
services in Bahrain, utilizing the medical and scientific advances available throughout the 
world. 

As an active member in the Council of Ministers of Health of the Gulf Arab Countries, he 
endeavours to put his experience at the disposal of all the Gulf Arab countries. 

Dr Fakhro is also an active member of the Executive Bureau of the Council of Arab 

Ministers of Health, as well as the Council itself, and regularly presides over Bahrain's 

delegation in meetings of the regional and global governing bodies of the World Health 

Organization. In these forums he has played an effective part in strengthening working 

relations and collaboration between his country and the international public health community. 
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Dr Fakhro is characterized by his ability to promote action when he deems it appropriate 

to implement new ideas. This is clearly reflected in Bahrain 1 s health services, and particu-

larly in the areas of health manpower development and strengthening of the required infra-

structure in Bahrain. Thanks to him, Bahrain now possesses its own centres for the 

maintenance of medical equipment and the training of teachers of health personnel. 

In conclusion, Dr Fakhro's imaginative approach to public health has enabled him to 

introduce innovative and practical methods for the improvement of the health situation not 

only in his country and its specific environment, but also in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region as a whole. 


