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I. SUBJECT

In pursuance of resolution WHA10.33^ of the Tenth World Health Assembly, the Executive 
Board at its fifty-fourth session decided that the subject of the Technical Discussions at the 
Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly should be "Health aspects of human settlements".

II. GENERAL CHAIRMAN

The General Chairman of the Technical Discussions will be Dr M. Aldea, Vice-Minister of 
Health of Romania.

III. PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

During 1975 a preliminary document in the form of a suggested outline for use by 
countries in considering the subject was prepared by the Secretariat and forwarded by the 
Director-General to Members and Associate Members under cover of his letter Ref. C.L.26.1975, 
dated 24 July 1975. A similar letter was sent to intergovernmental and nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO. The replies from governments and from inter
governmental and nongovernmental organizations which had been received by the Organization 
before mid-March 1976 were used in the preparation of a "background document" (A29/Technical 
Discussions/l). This document was sent in April 1976 to Members and Associate Members, and 
to intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO. It is 
designed to facilitate the work of the groups during the Technical Discussions at the Twenty- 
ninth World Health Assembly.

In the preparation of this document, Dr A. E. Martin, an epidemiologist formerly with the 
Department of Health and Social Security of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, and Dr W. A. Hassouna, a health planner in the Institute of National Planning, Cairo, 
Egypt, assisted as consultants.

IV. PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK

As announced in the preliminary number of the Journal of the Twenty-ninth World Health 
Assembly, which was sent to Members in April 1976, it is proposed, subject to the approval of 
the Assembly, that the Technical Discussions take place on Friday, 7 May and Saturday morning, 
8 May; the final report on the Discussions will be presented later in plenary session at a 
date to be fixed by the General Committee of the Assembly.

The programme of work for Friday and Saturday 7 and 8 May would be as follows:
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Friday, 7 May 1976

9.00-10.00 a.m. FIRST JOINT MEETING

Room VII 1. Opening of the meeting by the General
Chairman

2. Separation into discussion groups, to meet 
in private in the rooms indicated below

10.00 a.m.-12.30 p.m. FIRST MEETING OF DISCUSSION GROUPS

(N.B.: All the discussion groups will meet at 
the same time in the rooms designated below.
The assignment of participants to the various 
groups will be decided mainly according to the 
languages they know (see under Registration 
below).)

Group 1: Room XVI - English, French, Russian 
Spanish

Group 2: Room XII - English, French, Russian

Group 3: Room VII - English, French, Spanish 
and Chinese

Group 4: Room IX - English, French, Spanish

Group 5: Room X - English, French, Arabic

Group 6: Room VIII - English and French

Group 7: Room H.3 - English and French

Group 8: Room AR - English or French

2.30-5.30 p.m. SECOND MEETING OF DISCUSSION GROUPS

Saturday, 8 May 1976

9.00 a.m.-12.30 p.m. SECOND JOINT MEETING

Room VII

V. REGISTRATION

Attendance at the Technical Discussions is open to all participants invited to the World 
Health Assembly in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health 
Assembly. Those wishing to take part (hereinafter referred to as "participants") are 
requested to complete the attached registration form, which should be handed in either at the 
Office of the Technical Discussions (Room A223, near Door 12, telephone extension number 4263) 
or at the Technical Discussions Information Desk (in the hall, near Door 13 and the Inquiry 
Office) before 12 noon on Wednesday, 5 May. Additional registration forms will be available 
at the above-mentioned office, the Technical Discussions Information Desk or at the main 
Inquiry Office.

Since the working languages will play an important role in the constitution of the 
various discussion groups, it would be highly appreciated if participants would pay particular 
attention to the questions asked in the Registration Form about the languages at their command.
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An endeavour will be made to include in each group participants with a wide variety of 
backgrounds, and thus promote discussion and exchange of views on as broad a basis as possible.

Participants will be informed by individual notice to which group they have been assigned. 
In addition, the lists of all discussion groups will be posted at the Inquiry Office and the 
Office of the Technical Discussions (Room A223) after 2 p.m. on Thursday, 6 May, These lists 
will also be posted on the morning of Friday, 7 May, at the entrance to the room where the 
joint meetings are to be held (Room VII).

VI. LITERATURE AND VISUAL DISPLAY

A collection of WHO publications related to the subject of the Technical Discussions will 
be on show in Room A225, and there will be a poster display in the hall near the Documents 
Office.

VII. INFORMATION

Further information can be obtained at the Office of the Technical Discussions (Room A223, 
Palais des Nations, telephone extension number 4263) or the Technical Discussions Information 
Desk (in the hall near Door 13).

VIII. SUGGESTED SUBJECTS FOR PARTICULAR CONSIDERATION DURING THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

1. General guidance

The following paragraphs, excerpted from document A29/Technical Discussions/l, are 
intended to provide a skeleton outline for structuring the Technical Discussions and to serve 
as an aide-mémoire to delegates indicating the range of aspects from which subjects may be 
selected for discussion by working groups.

It is hoped that the discussions will be centred on the interrelationship and comparative 
importance of the various aspects and their respective influence in determining the present 
and future quality of life in human settlements, rather than considering each as an independent 
subject. In particular, topics marked with an asterisk have been included primarily for the 
sake of completeness and are already the subject of much WHO discussion and planning.
Detailed discussion of these would be inappropriate in the time available.

2. Administrative, organizational and legislative aspects

The extent to which health department responsibilities cover the entire health field 
including environmental health - the degree of cooperation which exists between health and 
other departments and the extent to which the former are consulted on broad planning and 
financial issues - methods by which senior officials and community leaders and representatives 
may be made aware of the importance of health and housing needs.

Examples of the importance of health participation in development planning, including 
resettlement and new settlement projects, e.g. the construction of man-made lakes and irri
gation schemes - types of preventive health action which might be taken.

Types of administrative structure most suitable to the needs of Member countries.

Need for health, housing and planning legislation and assessing its effectiveness. The 
establishment of environmental health criteria to assist Member countries in setting standards 
governing housing quality and the control of pollution.

3. Economic factors

Examples of the rationalization in the health field to ensure more efficient use of 
resources - cost-benefit studies in the establishment of priorities.
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The search for new resources to assist health service development (i) within the country; 
(ii) the use of international resources for capital expenditure, the training of personnel, 
advisory services for planning.

The importance of community participation in securing the most economic utilization of 
resources, e.g. in the provision of water supplies and sanitary facilities.

4. Importance of malnutrition as a predisposing factor in ill-health

Evidence indicating the extent and importance of malnutrition in human settlements - need 
for planning and for creating an awareness of the importance of the subject.

5. The physical environment of human settlements and its effect on health

(a) The importance of adequate safe water, adequate wastes disposal - deficiencies in 
many settlements and the value of pre-investment planning and sector studies.

(b) The house and housing neighbourhood and their effects on health. Disease vectors - 
effects of overcrowding - accidents - amenity values - importance of planning.

(c) Urban slums - relative importance of environmental, social and economic causes - 
examples of methods adopted to deal with slums - experience with rehousing.

(d) Creation of new towns - a method of limiting the development of existing large 
cities - deflection of new development to rural areas - difficulties likely to be encountered.

(e) Establishment of new agricultural settlements. Redistribution of land - problems 
of disease and disease vectors.

(f) Specific problems of rural-urban migration, shanty towns, squatter settlements, 
moving groups, nomads, etc. - need for effective action - attempts often inadequate to arrest 
or even slow down the population movements. Types of action which have proved effective. 
Possible methods of control. Special problems and methods of dealing with health needs of 
nomads, pilgrimage camps, etc.

6. Other priority needs in the provision of health and environmental services in human
settlements

*
(a) Importance of health care, particularly primary health care services in many 

settlements - methods of organizing basic care.

(b) Importance of health education - much ill-health due to ignorance of simple pre
cautions - methods of developing simple systems of health education by training members of the 
community.

.i-

(c) Control of preventable communicable disease - often associated with environmental 
conditions in human settlements. A major cause of ill-health and premature mortality.

(d) Mental health - problems in different types of environment - mental health problems 
of new settlements.

(e) Need for improved collection of statistical data and information on health circum
stances in many settlements - information required to assess the extent of deficiencies in 
existing conditions and services, determine the action necessary to remedy them, and to compile 
the documents required to convince administrations of the need for development.

(f) Need for long-term research into interrelations of factors affecting health in 
settlements and methods of assessing the importance of individual factors - existing scientific
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methodology inadequate. However, action to deal with health service priority requirements 
cannot await the results of long-term research.

(g) Training of personnel taking account of the new concepts arising from the more 
comprehensive approach to settlement problems.

7. Role of WHO

Areas in which WHO can most effectively assist Member States in their programmes dealing 
with the health aspects of human settlements.
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REGISTRATION FORM - FORMULE D ’INSCRIPTION

I wish to participate in the Technical Discussions:
Je désire prendre part aux Discussions techniques:

Family name (surname) First name Professor, Dr, Mr, Mrs, Miss
Nom de famille Prénom usuel Professeur, Dr, М., Mme, Mlle

(underline the name(s) by which you are commonly addressed)
(souligner le(s) nom(s) par le(s)quel(s) vous êtes habituellement désigné)

Member of delegation of (country):
Membre de la délégation de (pays): _______________________________________

or/ou

Representative of (organization):
Représentant de (organisation) : _______________________________________

Language preference: 
Langues préférées:

1st choice 
1er choix

2nd choice 
2ème choix

Arabie/Arabe

Chinese/Chinois

English/Anglais

French/Français

Russian/Russe

Spanish/Espagnol

Please return this form to the Technical Discussions Information Desk (in the hall 
near the Inquiry Office and door 13) or to the office of the Technical Discussions,
Room A.223, before 12.00 noon on Wednesday, 5 May.

Veuillez retourner cette formule soit au Bureau d'information des discussions 
techniques (dans le hall, près du Bureau de renseignements et de la porte 13), soit 
au Bureau des Discussions technique (bureau A.223) avant le mercredi, 5 mai à 12.00 
heures.


