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W O R L D HEALTH ORGANIZATION EB55/53 
ORGANISATION M O N D I A L E D E LA SANTÉ 13 January 1975 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Provisional agenda item 5,4.1 

Fifty-fifth Session 

REPORT ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE 

INDEXED 

USE OF GERMAN AS A WORKING LANGUAGE IN THE 

REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPE 

Report by the Director-General 

Summary 

The Regional Committee for Europe has recommended the use of the 
German language in the Regional Organization for Europe. The legal 
and practical implications are discussed and a draft resolution is 
submitted. 

1. The Regional Committee for Europe at its Twenty-fourth Session adopted 

resolution EUR/RC24/R11
1

 recommending the adoption of the German language as a working language 

of the Regional Committee for Europe and requesting the Regional Director to examine the 

material and financial implications of a phased extension of the use of the German language 

in the Regional Office for Europe. 

Legal aspects 

2
#
 In the absence of any constitutional provisions on the use of languages in the 

Organization
1

s deliberative bodies, there is no constitutional or legal obstacle to the 
adoption of the German language as an additional working language of the Regional Organization 
for Europe.^ 

Stages of implementation 

3. As a first step in the phased introduction of the German language in the Regional 
Organization for Europe, it is proposed to introduce interpretation from and into German at 
the Regional Committee, starting with its Twenty-sixth Session in 1976. The estimated cost 
in each of the financial years 1976 and 1977 would be $ 5000. It could be absorbed within 
the budgetary provision for those two years, 

4. The production of documents in German for the Regional Committee and ultimately for the 
Regional Office will be a gradual process. In this connexion, the Regional Director will sub-
mit proposals to the Regional Committee at its Twenty-fifth Session in 1975 for a phased 
extension of the use of German over several years. If these proposals are adopted by the 
Regional Committee, the Regional Director will make appropriate financial provision for them 
in the proposed programme budget for the European Region for 1978-79, which will be reviewed 

by the Regional Committee at its Twenty-sixth Session in 1976. 

1

 Document EB55/26, page 16. 
2 Off, Rec, Wld Hlth Org,, 1960, No. 106, p. 64. 



EB55/51 
page 2 

Action by the Executive Board 

If the adoption of the German language as a working language of the Regional Committee 

for Europe is approved and the stages of implementation suggested above are found acceptable, 

the Board might wish to adopt a resolution along the following lines : 

"The Executive Board, 

Noting resolution EUR/rC24/r11 adopted by the Regional Committee for Europe 

concerning the use of the German language in the Regional Committee for Europe; 

Having considered the report by the Director-General on this subject； 

1. NOTES that the cost of interpreting from and into the German language in the 

Regional Committee for Europe can be met from within the budgetary provisions for 1976 

and 1977, 

2. RECOMMENDS that the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly (1) support in principle 
the adoption of the German language as a working language of the Regional Committee 
for Europe and (ii) request the Regional Committee for Europe to examine at its 
Twenty-fifth Session proposals to be submitted by the Regional Director for the gradual 
implementation of the principle, taking into account the material and financial 
implications； and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to examine, with a view to a decision to be taken at 

a later date, the material and financial implications of a phased extension of the use 

of the German language in the Regional Office for Europe." 


