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INDEXED 

During its seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth meetings held on 18 and 19 May 1976 

Committee B decided to recommend to the Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
attached resolutions related to the following agenda items: 

2.5 Reports on specific technical matters 

2.5.12 Rheumatic diseases 

2.5.13 The need for laboratory animals for the control of biological products 

and the establishment of breeding colonies 

2.5.16 Disability prevention and rehabilitation 

3.10 Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East 

(In its consideration of this item during its fifteenth meeting the Committee 
decided to consider document A29/52 as inadmissible.) 
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RHEUMATIC DISEASES 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director -General's report on rheumatic díseases;l and 

Taking into account the importance of such diseases as a cause of long -term disablement 
and their serious socioeconomic consequences, 

1. IS OF THE OPINION that the prevention and control of rheumatic diseases should 
constitute an integral part of the national health programme, and that greater efforts are 
required to provide appropriate services within that programme; 

2. NOTES with satisfaction the work of the International League against Rheumatism in 
having 1977 designated as World Rheumatism Year, which will provide an opportunity for close 
cooperation between the various organizations concerned with the fight against rheumatic 
diseases; 

3. RECOMMENDS that WHO should continue to assist governments, on their request, in 

promoting services for the prevention and control of rheumatic diseases, research in this 

field, and the training of rheumatologists. 

1 Document A29/20. 
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THE NEED FOR LABORATORY ANIMALS FOR THE CONTROL 
OF BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

BREEDING COIANIES (NONHUMAN PRIMATES) 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA28.83; • Having considered the report of the Director -General on the need for laboratory animals 
for the control of biological products and the establishment of breeding colonies;1 

Recognizing that there is an increasing shortage of suitable nonhuman primates for 
biomedical purposes, for both research and the quality control of biological products, and 
that this could lead to a lowering of the standards of safety of drugs and vaccines, as well 
as handicapping medical research in several disciplines; 

Conscious of the urgent need for the Organization to take active steps to assist in the 
improvement of the supply of nonhuman primates for biomedical purposes; 

Believing that such important problems can be solved only by international collaboration 
among all countries concerned, 

1. URGES Member States: 

(1) to strengthen the development of this resource in countries with wild 
populations of nonhuman primates, with a view to promoting the rational conservation 
and utilization of these animals considered as a renewable natural resource; • (2) to give increasing support for the initiation and operation of nonhuman primate 
production programmes, whether in breeding stations or in special reserves; 

(3) to exchange breeding stock with other interested countries in order to establish 
a number of sources of each species of nonhuman primate, thereby assisting the 
conservation of the animals in the wild. 

2, REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to encourage and facilitate international collaboration where appropriate in the 
development and implementation of simian breeding programmes; 

(2) to facilitate the exchange of both resources and technology between all countries 
concerned and, with the help of other interested international organizations as 
appropriate, make expert advice available to countries, at their request, on the 
conservation, breeding, supply and utilization of nonhuman primates; 

1 Document A29/21. 
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(3) to provide leadership in the preparation of standards, criteria and international 

guidelines on the supply and use of nonhuman primates for biomedical purposes; 

(4) to promote research on the possibilities of replacing nonhuman primates by other 

animal species. 
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DISABILITY PREVENTION AND REHABILITATION 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WНА19.37;1 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on disability prevention and 
rehabilitation;2 

Having considered the great medical, economic, social and psychological impact caused 
by disability to millions of people throughout the world; 

Recognizing that the existing services are costly and the coverage inadequate, and that 
an extension of the present pattern of services is unlikely to meet the needs of most 
countries; 

1. THANKS the Director- General for his report; 

that on disability and be 
to: 

(1) the promotion of effective measures for the prevention of disability; 

(2) the encouragement of the application of effective approaches and appropriate 
technologies to prevent disability while integrating disability prevention and 
rehabilitation into health programmes at all levels including into primary health care; 

(3) emphasis on those problems of disability that can be solved most efficiently and • effectively and in a manner acceptable to the populations; and 

(4) the inclusion of the appropriate disability prevention and rehabilitation methods 
into the training of all relevant health manpower; 

3. DRAWS THE ATTENTION of Member States to the importance of disability prevention and 
rehabilitation as an integral part of health and social services and to the need for 
collaboration between all agencies concerned with health promotion, including social welfare 
services; 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(a) to encourage the application of these new policies; and 

(b) to seek the cooperation of other organizations of the United Nations system and 
of nongovernmental organizations in their implementation. 

� WHO Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, p. 34. 

2 Document A29/24. 
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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution WHA28.351 on the health conditions of the refugees and displaced 
persons in the Middle East as well as the population of the occupied Arab territories; 

A 

Having considered the Director -General's reports on the health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in the Middle East, documents А29/WР /1 and А29/33; 

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment 
of a just peace and security; 

Deeply concerned at the following Israeli practices such as: 

(a) the eviction, deportation and expulsion of the Arab population; 

(b) the displacement of the Arab inhabitants of the occupied territories; 

(c) destruction and demolition of Arab houses and the confiscation and expropriation 

of Arab lands and properties; 

(d) the continued establishment of Israeli settlements; 

(e) mass arrests, administrative detention aid ill- treatment of the Arab population; 

Convinced that the above -mentioned practices gravely affect the physical and mental 

health of the Arab inhabitants of the occupied territories and further aggravate the health 

and living conditions of the Arabs under Israeli occupation; 

1. CALLS UPON Israel to desist forthwith from such practices; 

2. REITERATES its call upon Israel to immediately implement the relevant World Health Assembly 

resolutions calling for the immediate return of the Palestinian people and displaced persons 

to their homes as well as the full implementation of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to 

the protection of civilian persons in time of war of August 1949; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to allocate appropriate funds to be devoted to 

the improvement of the health conditions of the population of the occupied Arab territories; 

4. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director -General to ensure that the above -mentioned funds be spent 

under the direct supervision of WHO and through the provision of representatives in the 

occupied Arab territories. 

1 WHO Official Records, No. 226, 1975, pp. 16-17. 
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Bearing in mind resolution WHA26.561 which established the Special Committee of Experts 

to study the health conditions of the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle 
East, and resolution WHA28.35 which condemns the refusal of Israel to cooperate with the 

Special Committee and calls upon its government to cooperate with it and particularly to 

facilitate its free movement in the occupied Arab territories; 

Reaffirming resolution WHA24.332 and the relevant provisions of the Constitution of WHO 
concerning the failure of Members to meet their obligations to the Organization; 

1. CONDEMNS the refusal of Israel to receive the Special Committee as such and calls once 
again upon its government to ensure the free movement of the Special Committee to all parts 
of the occupied Arab territories; 

2. REQUESTS the Special Committee as such to visit the occupied Arab territories and to 
carry out its mandate under resolution WHA26.56 and in particular to achieve the following: 

(a) to investigate the physical, mental and social conditions of the Arab population 
in all the occupied territories; 

(b) to investigate the physical and mental conditions of the administrative detainees 
and prisoners; 

(c) to contact directly the Arab population under Israeli occupation, their social 
representatives and their humanitarian societies in order to collect first -hand 
information on the health conditions of the said population, and to be informed about 
their health and requirements; 

3. REQUESTS the Special Committee as such to remain in close consultation with the Arab 
states directly concerned and the PLO for the implementation of this resolution. 

C 

Having considered the Director -General's report on health assistance to refugees and 

displaced persons in the Middle East, document А29/33, 

APPRECIATES the efforts exerted by the Director -General for the implementation of 
resolution WHA28.35 and requests him to continue his cooperation with the PLO concerning the 
rendering of all necessary assistance to the Palestinian population. 

1 WHO Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. II, 1975, p. 77. 

2 WHO Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, p. 535. 



WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

TWENTY -NINTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

SEVENTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE B 

А29/72 

20 May 1976 

INDEXED 

During its seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth meetings held on 18 and 19 May 1976 

Committee B decided to recommend to the Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
attached resolutions related to the following agenda items: 

2.5 Reports on specific technical matters 

2.5.12 Rheumatic diseases 

2.5.13 The need for laboratory animals for the control of biological products 
and the establishment of breeding colonies 

2.5.16 Disability prevention and rehabilitation 

3.10 Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East 

(In its consideration of this item during its fifteenth meeting the Committee 
decided to consider document A29/52 as inadmissible.) 



-2 

RHEUMATIC DISEASES 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director -General's report on rheumatic diseases;1 and 

Taking into account the importance of such diseases as a cause of long -term disablement 
and their serious socioeconomic consequences, 

1. IS OF THE OPINION that the prevention and control of rheumatic diseases should 

constitute an integral part of the national health programme, and that greater efforts are 

required to provide appropriate services within that programme; 

2. NOTES with satisfaction the work of the International League against Rheumatism in 

having 1977 designated as World Rheumatism Year, which will provide an opportunity for close 
cooperation between the various organizations concerned with the fight against rheumatic 
diseases; 

3. RECOMMENDS that WHO should continue to assist governments, on their request, in 

promoting services for the prevention and control of rheumatic diseases, research in this 

field, and the training of rheumatologists. 

1 Document A29/20. 
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THE NEED FOR LABORATORY ANIMALS FOR THE CONTROL 
OF BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

BREEDING COLONIES (NONHUMAN PRIMATES) 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA28.83; 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on the need for laboratory animals • for the control of biological products and the establishment of breeding colonies;1 
Recognizing that there is an increasing shortage of suitable nonhuman primates for 

biomedical purposes, for both research and the quality control of biological products, and 

that this could lead to a lowering of the standards of safety of drugs and vaccines, as well 
as handicapping medical research in several disciplines; 

Conscious of the urgent need for the Organization to take active steps to assist in the 

improvement of the supply of nonhuman primates for biomedical purposes; 

Believing that such important problems can be solved only by international collaboration 
among all countries concerned, 

1. URGES Member States: 

(1) to strengthen the development of this resource in countries with wild 

populations of nonhuman primates, with a view to promoting the rational conservation 
and utilization of these animals considered as a renewable natural resource; • (2) to give increasing support for the initiation and operation of nonhuman primate 

production programmes, whether in breeding stations or in special reserves; 

(3) to exchange breeding stock with other interested countries in order to establish 
a number of sources of each species of nonhuman primate, thereby assisting the 
conservation of the animals in the wild. 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to encourage and facilitate international collaboration where appropriate in the 

development and implementation of simian breeding programmes; 

(2) to facilitate the exchange of both resources and technology between all countries 

concerned and, with the help of other interested international organizations as 

appropriate, make expert advice available to countries, at their request, on the 
conservation, breeding, supply and utilization of nonhuman primates; 

1 Document A29/21. 
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(3) to provide leadership in the preparation of standards, criteria and international 

guidelines on the supply and use of nonhuman primates for biomedical purposes; 

(4) to promote research on the possibilities of replacing nonhuman primates by other 

animal species. 
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DISABILITY PREVENTION AND REHABILITATION 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WНА19.37;1 

Having considered the report of the Director- General on disability prevention and 

rehabilitation;2 • Having considered the great medical, economic, social and psychological impact caused 

by disability to millions of people throughout the world; 

Recognizing that the existing services are costly and the coverage inadequate, and that 

an extension of the present pattern of services is unlikely to meet the needs of most 

countries; 

1. THANKS the Director -General for his report; 

2. RECOMMENDS that the WHO policy on disability prevention and rehabilitation be oriented 

to: 

(1) the promotion of effective measures for the prevention of disability; 

(2) the encouragement of the application of effective approaches and appropriate 
technologies to prevent disability while integrating disability prevention aid 

rehabilitation into health programmes at all levels including into primary health care; 

(3) emphasis on those problems of disability that can be solved most efficiently and • effectively and in a manner acceptable to the populations; and 

(4) the inclusion of the appropriate disability prevention and rehabilitation methods 
into the training of all relevant health manpower; 

3. DRAWS THE ATTENTION of Member States to the importance of disability prevention and 
rehabilitation as an integral part of health and social services and to the need for 
collaboration between all agencies concerned with health promotion, including social welfare 
services; 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(a) to encourage the application of these new policies; and 

(b) to seek the cooperation of other organizations of the United Nations system and 
of nongovernmental organizations in their implementation. 

1 WHO Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973) p. 34. 

2 Document A29/24. 
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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution WHА28.351 on the health conditions of the refugees and displaced 
persons in the Middle East as well as the population of the occupied Arab territories; 

A 

Having considered the Director -General's reports on the health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in the Middle East, documents A29 /WP /1 and А29/33; 

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment 
of a just peace and security; 

Deeply concerned at the following Israeli practices such as: 

(a) the eviction, deportation and expulsion of the Arab population; 

(b) the displacement of the Arab inhabitants of the occupied territories; 

(c) destruction and demolition of Arab houses and the confiscation and expropriation 
of Arab lands and properties; 

(d) the continued establishment of Israeli settlements; 

(e) mass arrests, administrative detention and ill- treatment of the Arab population; 

Convinced that the above -mentioned practices gravely affect the physical and mental 
health of the Arab inhabitants of the occupied territories and further aggravate the health 
and living conditions of the Arabs under Israeli occupation; 

1. CALLS UPON Israel to desist forthwith from such practices; 

2. REITERATES its call upon Israel to immediately implement the relevant World Health Assembly 
resolutions calling for the immediate return of the Palestinian people and displaced persons 
to their homes as well as the full implementation of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to 

the protection of civilian persons in time of war of August 1949; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to allocate appropriate funds to be devoted to 

the improvement of the health conditions of the population of the occupied Arab territories; 

4. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director -General to ensure that the above -mentioned funds be spent 

under the direct supervision of WHO and through the provision of representatives in the 

occupied Arab territories. 

1 WHO Official Records, No. 226, 1975, pp. 16-17. 
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B 

Bearing in mind resolution WHA26.561 which established the Special Committee of Experts 
to study the health conditions of the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle 
East, and resolution WHA28.35 which condemns the refusal of Israel to cooperate with the 
Special Committee and calls upon its government to cooperate with it and particularly to 
facilitate its free movement in the occupied Arab territories; 

Reaffirming resolution WHA24.332 and the relevant provisions of the Constitution of WHO 
concerning the failure of Members to meet their obligations to the Organization; 

1. CONDEMNS the refusal of Israel to receive the Special Committee as such and calls once 
again upon its government to ensure the free movement of the Special Committee to all parts 
of the occupied Arab territories; 

2. REQUESTS the Special Committee as such to visit the occupied Arab territories and to 
carry out its mandate under resolution WHA26.56 and in particular to achieve the following: 

(a) to investigate the physical, mental and social conditions of the Arab population 
in all the occupied territories; 

(b) to investigate the physical and mental conditions of the administrative detainees 
and prisoners; 

(c) to contact directly the Arab population under Israeli occupation, their social 
representatives and their humanitarian societies in order to collect first -hand 
information on the health conditions of the said population, and to be informed about 
their health and requirements; 

3. REQUESTS the Special Committee as such to remain in close consultation with the Arab 
states directly concerned and the PLO for the implementation of this resolution. 

C 

Having considered the Director -General's report on health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in the Middle East, document А29/33, 

APPRECIATES the efforts exerted by the Director -General for the implementation of 
resolution WHA28.35 and requests him to continue his cooperation with the PLO concerning the 
rendering of all necessary assistance to the Palestinian population. 

1 WHO Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. II, 1975, p. 77. 

2 WHO Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, p. 535. 


