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1• Introduction 

1.1 The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, after consideration of the fifth report on the 
1 2 world health situation, adopted resolution WHA27.60 in which it requested (2) "the Executive 

Board at its fifty-fifth session to consider the question of rationalizing the collection and 

su咖arizing of information on the health situation in the various countries, including the 

intervals at which the information should be published, provision for its continuous revision 

in the light of the data obtained and its relation to other statistical information published 

by WHO, and (3) the Director-General to continue, pending the recommendations of the Executive 

Board, his preliminary work on preparation of a sixth report on the world health situation and 

to present a progress report to one of the forthcoming World Health Assemblies." 

1.2 In order to facilitate the Board's discussion on the rationalization of the collection 

and summarizing of information on the health situation in the various countries in accordance 

with operative paragraph (2) of WHA27.60 the Director-General presents to the Board the 

following： the relevant constitutional considerations and Assembly decisions； a brief des-

cription of the content of previous reports on the world health situation； the procedures 

for the collection of country health information； the uses of country health information 

within the Organization； and proposals for how to rationalize the collection and analysis of 

this information. 

1.3 In preparing his report the Director-General has been guided by the discussion which 

took place at the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly on the fifth report on the world health 

situation and the need expressed for the Organization to continue publishing information on 

country health situations. 

2. Constitutional considerations and World Health Assembly decisions 

3 
2.1 The Constitution of WHO, in Articles 61, 63 and 64, provides for Member States and 

Associate Members to submit reports to the Organization on their health situations and health 

services as well as other statistics pertaining to health. 

2.2 In fulfilling this constitutional mandate, the Ninth World Health Assembly, after con-

sideration of a report by the Director-General entitled "Reports on the world health 

situation",^ recognized the responsibility of the Organization to study and report on the 

world health situation； invited Members to prepare a report covering the period 1954 to the 
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end of 1956; and requested the.Director-General to prepare for the Eleventh World Health 

Assembly the first report on the world health situation方(resolution W H A 9 . 2 7
6

) . The 

second,
7

 t h i r d ,
8

 fourth,
9

 and f i f t h ,
1 0

 world health situation reports, covering the period 

1957 to 1960, 1961 to 1964, 1965 to 1968 and 1969 to 1972 were prepared in pursuance of 

resolutions WHA11.38,
6

 WHA15.43,
6

 WHA19.52,
6

 and WHA23.24,
6

 respectively. By the three 

last-mentioned resolutions the Director-General was further requested to prepare, after an 

interval of two years, supplements to the second, third and fourth reports on the world health 

situation containing amendments to or an expansion of previously published information; a 

review of the health situation of new countries as applicable; and a review of a special 

topic of general interest. These supplements were submitted to the Seventeenth, Twenty-first 

and Twenty-fifth Health Assemblies. Resolution W H A 2 7 . 6 0
1 1

 concerning the fifth world health 

situation report makes no special reference to the preparation of a supplement. 

3. Presentation of reports on the world health situation 

3.1 The world health situation reports have been published in the Official Records Series 

of the World Health Organization while their supplements were issued as mimeographed documents 

3.2 The five reports published so far have been presented in a uniform manner i.e. a General 

Health Survey followed by a Review by Country and Territory. The general survey part pro-

vided a global analysis of the situation existing in the health and health-related sectors 

and showed overall trends, in relation to health problems, health services and health man-

power . The main subjects considered in Part I, General Survey, of all five world health 

situation reports included the global demographic and epidemiological situation； major 

public health problems common to most countries； social and economic repercussions on health 

services； and overall developments in the fields of health planning, health establishments, 

health manpower and training, as well as in public health and medical research. The Reviews 

in Part II provided data and information specific to each country and territory and arranged 

to a large extent according to the subject headings in Part I. In addition, information was 

provided on W H O assistance to the country and on government health expenditure. 

3.3 The supplements to the second, third and fourth reports on the world health situation 

presented in their first part information for a number of countries and territories which 

updated that provided in the corresponding reports, while in the second part specific topics 

were dealt with. These topics were: "Education and training of health service personnel"; 

"Environmental health ’， and "Organization of hospital services". 

4• Procedures for collection of country health information 

4.1 The information for the report on the world health situation and its supplement has 

been collected by means of questionnaires addressed to Member States and Associate Members 

by the Director-General. 
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4.2 Other sources of information on country health situations are national and international 
publications, including those of the United Nations and the specialized agencies in fields 
which are closely related to the health sector. 

4.3 In addition to the collection of country health information for preparation of the 

world health situation report and its supplements, questionnaires are sent by the Organization 

to Member States to support global or regional studies in specific programme field s. 

4.4 In particular, the programme of health statistics is concerned with the collection of 

national statistical data for processing and dissemination. Standardized questionnaires are 

sent to Member States whenever the required information is not available in national publi-

cations. 

5. Use made of Country Health Information 

5.1 Country health information is essentially utilized in the country where it is collected. 

However, health administrations draw on information from other countries when planning, 

programming and evaluating their own health services for the purpose of comparison and in 

order to benefit from the experience gained elsewhere. 

5.2 Some of the WHO publications containing data and information on the health situation, 

health services, health manpower (including training) and health programmes, are used by a 

number of countries in planning their programmes for international cooperation in the field 

of health. 

5.3 More specifically, many countries refer to the WHO International Digest of Health 

Legislation in developing their health legislation. 

5.4 Epidemiological information, in particular in respect to international surveillance of 
communicable diseases, is widely used by national health administrations for the prevention 
of inter-country spread of such diseases and in the protection of nationals travelling abroad. 

5.5 The Organization makes extensive use of country health information in the preparation 

of its general programme of work for a specific period. Information on country situations 

is also an essential element in WHO'S planning, programming and management of its assistance 

programme to Member States at the country, inter-country and inter-regional levels. 

6. Proposals for the rationalization of collection and summarizing of information on 

country health situations 

6.1 General considerations 

6.1.1 In presenting his proposals for the Board's consideration, the Director-General has 

kept in mind the provisions of resolution WHA27.60. This resolution, recalling Assembly 

resolution WHA23.59, drew attention to the Organization's function of "the analysis and 

evaluation of information on the state of health of the world population and on environmental 

health, with a view to identifying general trends in the world health situation and to 

evolving a strategy in regard to the most promising ways of developing health services and 

medical science"; it emphasized the importance of carrying out periodic evaluations of the 

world health situation with a view to promoting its improvement； and noted "the considerable 

amount of time and effort required within Member States and Associate Member States and within, 

the WHO Secretariat to collect and study the information and prepare the reports"; it, there-

fore, considered it necessary to "rationalize the collection and presentation of information 

on the health situation in the world as a whole and in individual countries."
1 2 
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6.1.2 Country health information will in the following be understood to mean information 

pertaining to a country health situation, as well as to its policies, plans and programmes 

in the fields of health including environmental health and health manpower. It also 

includes information on demography and on other social and economic factors related to the 

health of the people. 

6.1.3 The overall purposes of the collection and presentation of country health information 

by WHO are three-fold : (a) to present to Member States information useful for solving their 

health problems, (b) to present authoritative assessments of the health situation throughout 

the world, with a view to focusing international attention on major health problems and 

programmes for their solution, and (c) to provide the Organization with such information 

which is required for the planning, implementation and evaluation of its programme. 

6.1.4 In meeting these purposes, three principles should be followed : (a) only essential 

information should be collected; (b) all attempts should be made to avoid overlapping and 

duplication in requests for information to Member States; (c) up-dating of country health 

information should only occur at intervals that would make it relevant to planning. 

6.1.5 At present country health information is made use of in a number of WHO publications 

and more particularly in the report on the world health situation, for country statement in 

the WHO programme and budget presentation for the world health statistics annual, world 

health statistics reports, the world directory series, international digest of health legis-

lation and the weekly epidemiological records. Furthermore, WHO contributes information 

collected from countries to publications of the United Nations such as the world social 

situation report. 

6•2 Specific suggestions 

6.2.1 A number of suggestions for the rationalization of collection and summarizing of 

country health information is provided in the following for consideration by the Executive 

Board : 

6.2.2 Further efforts should be made by the Secretariat of WHO to maintain requests to 

governments for country health information within reasonable limits and no requests should be 

released by the Secretariat without a clear statement as to the purpose of collecting the 

information in question showing also, when applicable, how the information once analysed will 

support WHO'S programme. 

6.2.3 The presentation of country health information should be geared to providing Member 

States with analytical statements, drawing conclusions from collected material, rather than 

to a mere presentation of data in a tabular form. Particular emphasis should be placed on 

analyses of country, regional and global trends in health problem areas and in development of 

health services and health manpower. 

6.2.4 On a medium-term basis country health information should also increasingly serve the 

purpose of assessing the changes in health status of populations and the advance of health 

services over time. While further methodological studies are underway there is a need for 

selectivity in areas of evaluation； collection of country health informat.ion should therefore 

concentrate on those fields which are of major concern to countries and, consequently, to the 

Organization. Also, the analysis of information should be selective in terms of highlighting 

new and promising approaches to, for example, health care delivery. 

6.2.5 As the introduction of Country Health Programming gains momentum in Member States, use 

should be made of the invaluable sources of information that will thus become available for 

more meaningful assessments of the world health situation showing trends and innovative 

approaches to solving health problems. 
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6.2.6 Country statements prepared by governments for inclusion in the WHO programme budget 

could become an important source of information and reduce the need for separate question-

naires . 

6.2.7 The Secretariat, currently in the process of developing its information systems, 

should take advantage of the experimental work done by the Headquarters/Regional Office 

Information Systems Development Working Group to further enhance rationalization of the 

collection of country health information. The efforts of this group include the identifi-

cation of the country health information elements required at all levels as well as procedures 

for the collection of such information in the most efficient manner. 

6.2.8 The Secretariat should further develop its current endeavour to avoid overlapping and 

duplication in requests for information from governments and institutions in Member countries. 

Focal points for the collection of country health information have been created at headquarters 

as well as in regional offices and will increasingly help in this respect. Such focal points 

are responsible for providing consultative services to initiators of questionnaires and of 

textual requests for information in drawing their attention to information already collected 

or planned to be collected which might partly or wholly satisfy their requirements and for 
ensuring that requests are clearly worded so as to minimize difficulties in their inter-
pretation. Efforts are also being made to improve the coordination between requests for 
information emanating from headquarters with those issued by regional offices, e.g. by 
routing headquarters' questionnaires through regional offices for them to ascertain that no 
information available at that level is needlessly asked for and to ensure that similar 
questionnaires are not addressed to countries at the same time or within short intervals. 

6.2.9 Better use should be made of the mechanism existing within the United Nations system 

for the coordination between the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies of questionnaires 

addressed to governments. 

6.2.10 Prior to issuing requests for country health information the Secretariat should 
satisfy itself that the information required is not already available elsewhere either in 
national, WHO or United Nations publications so as to ensure that governments are spared 
repeated requests for the same information. It would seem particularly relevant to omit 
such general items as population, geographical situation, climate and social and economic 
situations, which can be found in a number of national and United Nations publications, 
unless some specific information is required that is particularly relevant to the purpose of 
the information collection. 

6.2.11 At the country level, where there are WHO Representatives, they should be at the 
disposal of governments to assist in the completion of questionnaires when so requested and, 
if needed, provide clarification on matters of substance. 

6.2.12 The task of governments in filling out questionnaires could be facilitated to a 

great extent if those items for which information is available either at headquarters, the 

regional offices or with the WHO Representatives were pre-answered. The government 

authorities would then be requested to either express their agreement or make the necessary 

corrections. 

6.2.13 The collection and presentation of information in future comprehensive reports on 

the world health situation in whichever form they will take should be timed so as to make 

them usable for the preparation of WHO'S general programmes of work covering a specific 

period. 

6.2.14 Updating of country health information should be made at intervals which will allow 

for appreciable changes in the magnitude of the data elements involved. Selectivity is 

therefore called for and a judicious choice among items for updating is required. 
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6.2.15 In presenting governments with requests for information reasonable date limits should 

be offered so as to allow for the necessary search and compilation of data at the national 

level. 

6.2.16 A closer interrelationship should be established between the collection of country 
statistical data on the one hand and country information for the preparation of the report 
on the world health situation on the other so as to ensure mutual enhancement between these 
two sources of information gathering. 

6.2.17 WHO should increasingly provide assistance to Member States in building up national 
health information systems designed to facilitate problem definition, decision making at all 
levels and management of health programmes. 


