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I. SUBJECT

In pursuance of resolution WHA10.33 of the Tenth World Health Assembly, the Executive 
Board at its fifty-second session decided (by resolution EB52.R14) that the subject of the 
Technical Discussions at the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly should be "Social and health 
aspects of sexually transmitted diseases: need for a better approach".

II. GENERAL CHAIRMAN

The General Chairman of the Technical Discussions will be Professor G. A. Canaperia, former 
President of the International Union against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses.

III. PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

During 1974 a preliminary document in the form of a suggested outline for use by countries 
in considering the subject was prepared by the Secretariat and forwarded by the Director- 
General to Members and Associate Members under cover of his letter Ref. C.L.49.1974, dated 
28 November 1974. A similar letter was sent to intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO. The replies from governments and from inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations which had been received by the Organization 
before the end of March 1975 were used in the preparation of a "background document" 
(A28/Technical Discussions/1), This document was sent in April 1975 to Members and Associate 
Members, and to intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in official relations 
with WHO. It is designed to facilitate the work of the groups during the Technical Discussions 
at the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly.

In the preparation of this document, Dr R. R. Wilcox, St Mary's Hospital London, and 
King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
Dr L. G. Van Parijs, Alliance des Mutualités Chrétiennes, Section médicale, Brussels, Belgium, 
and Dr G. A. Olsen, National Health Service, Copenhagen, Denmark, assisted as consultants.

IV. PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK

As announced in the preliminary number of the Journal of the Twenty-eighth World Health 
Assembly, which was sent to Members in April 1975, it is proposed, subject to the approval of 
the Assembly, that the Technical Discussions take place on Friday, 16 May and Saturday morning, 
17 May; the final report on the Discussions will be presented later in plenary session at a 
date to be fixed by the General Committee of the Assembly.

The programme of work for Friday and Saturday 16 and 17 May would be as follows:

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, p. 299.
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Friday, 16 May 1975 

9.00-12.30 a.m.

Room VII

10.00 a.m.-12.30 p.m.

FIRST JOINT MEETING

1. Opening of the meeting by the General Chairman

2. Address by Professor A. Perdrup, President of the 
International Union against the Venereal Diseases and 
the Treponematoses

3. Address by Professor C. N. Sowmini, Director of the 
Institute of Venereology, Madras, India

4. Separation into discussion groups, to meet in private in 
the rooms indicated below

FIRST MEETING OF DISCUSSION GROUPS

(N.B.: All the discussion groups will meet at the same time 
in the rooms designated below. The assignment of participants 
to the various groups will be decided mainly according to the 
languages they know (see under Registration below).)

Group 1: Room VII - Chinese, 
Spanish

English, French, Russian,

Group 2: Room XVI - English, French and Russian

Group 3: Room C.3 - Chinese, English and French

Group 4: Room H3 - English, French and Spanish

Group 5: Room X - Arabic, English and French

Group 6: Room F3 - English, French and Spanish

Group 7: Room XII - English and French

SECOND MEETING OF DISCUSSION GROUPS

SECOND JOINT MEETING

2.30-5.30 p.m.

Saturday, 17 May 1975 

9.00 a.m.-12.30 p.m.

Room VII

V. REGISTRATION

Attendance at the Technical Discussions is open to all participants invited to the World 
Health Assembly in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health 
Assembly. Those wishing to take part (hereinafter referred to as "participants") are 
requested to complete the attached registration form, which should be handed in either at the 
Office of the Technical Discussions (Room A225, near Door 12, telephone extension number 
4265) or at the Technical Discussions Information Desk (in the hall, near Door 13 and the 
Inquiry Office) before 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 14 May. Additional registration forms will be 
available at both the office and the desk.

Since the working languages will play an important role in the constitution of the 
various discussion groups, it would be highly appreciated if participants would pay particular 
attention to the questions asked in the Registration Form about the languages at their 
command.
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An endeavour will be made to include in each group participants with a wide variety of 
backgrounds, and thus promote discussion and exchange of views on as broad a basis as 
possible.

Participants will be informed by individual notice to which group they have been assigned. 
In addition, the lists of all discussion groups will be posted at the Inquiry Office and the 
Office of the Technical Discussions (Room A225) after 2 p.m. on Thursday, 15 May. These 
lists will also be posted on the morning of Friday, 16 May, at the entrance to the room where 
the joint meetings are to be held (Room XVII).

VI. LITERATURE AND VISUAL DISPLAY

A collection of WHO publications related to the subject of the Technical Discussions will 
be on show in Room A223, and there will be a poster display in the hall near the Documents 
Office.

VII. INFORMATION

Further information can be obtained at the Office of the Technical Discussions (Room A225, 
Palais des Nations, telephone extension number 4265) or the Technical Discussions Information 
Desk (in the hall near Door 13).

VIII. SUGGESTED POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

The following questions (see document A28/Technical Discussions/2, dated 21 April 1975) 
are suggested for the group discussions. Their choice was governed by a concern to enable 
the participants to examine all the components of the problem of sexually transmitted diseases 
and thus arrive at constructive ideas for a better approach.

1. Prevention of sexually transmitted diseases

(a) Many economic, psycho-social, behavioural and medical factors are conducive to the spread 
of sexually transmitted diseases and in particular are responsible for the emergence of high- 
risk groups.

Which of these factors are the ones we can influence, and by what means, in order to 
ensure more effective prevention of sexually transmitted diseases?

(b) Health education is recognized to be one of the key factors in control of sexually 
transmitted diseases.

What should be its objectives, programmes, methods and procedures, and how might its 
results be assessed?

To what sectors should it be applied - e.g. the public, the young, patients - and how can 
the participation of the community be obtained?

What training should be given to those who will be responsible for implementing these 
health education programmes?

(c) Case finding and treatment, together with contact tracing, are key activities for the 
prevention of sexually transmitted diseases.

What should be their characteristics and modes of application, not only for the patient 
but also for asymptomatic cases and in particular for contacts?

2. Organization of the health infrastructure

(a) The organization of the health infrastructure is clearly of prime importance in the 
control of sexually transmitted diseases.
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What should be the role, activities, organization and distribution of responsibilities
of :

a specialized central service?

the intermediate-level health services?

the peripheral health centres?

(b) How can their coordination and integration into the existing health structure be 
provided for?

(c) What approach should be adopted to the planning, integration, organization or streng
thening of the infrastructure for control of sexually transmitted diseases in countries with 
low economic and medical potential, starting from the existing health services?

3. Training of medical and medical-care staff

Taking into account the tasks to be accomplished and the priorities decided upon:

- what can be done to plan the educational objectives, the preparation and implementa
tion of programmes for training the various categories of personnel engaged in control 
of sexually transmitted diseases?

how can the evaluation of this training be tackled?

- how can refresher training for staff already serving be provided for?

4. International action called for

What forms of action by the international agencies in cooperation with national bodies 
would be the most useful for bringing about a better approach to the control of sexually 
transmitted diseases - information, research, training of personnel, advisory services, field 
projects or some other form of assistance and cooperation?
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REGISTRATION FORM - FORMULE D'INSCRIPTION

I wish to participate in the Technical Discussions:
Je désire prendre part aux Discussions techniques:

Family name (surname) First name Professor, Dr, Mr, Mrs, Miss
Nom de famille Prénom usuel Professeur, Dr, M. , Mme, Mlle

(underline the name(s) by which you are commonly addressed)
(souligner le(s) nom(s) par le(s)quel(s) vous êtes habituellement désigné)

Member of delegation of (country):
Membre de la délégation de (pays): _________________________________________

or/ou

Representative of (organization):
Représentant de (organisation) : _________________________________________

Language preference:
Langues préférées: ____________________ _______________

1st choice 
1er choix

2nd choice 
2éme choix

Arabie/Arabe

Chinese/Chinois

English/Anglais

French/Français

Russian/Russe

Spanish/Espagnol

Please return this form to the Technical Discussions Information Desk (in the hall 
near the Inquiry Office and door 13) or to the office of the Technical Discussions, 
room A.225, before 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 14 May.

Veuillez retourner cette formule soit au Bureau d'information des discussions 
techniques (dans le hall, prés du Bureau de renseignements et de la porte 13), soit au 
Bureau des Discussions techniques (bureau A.225) avant le mercredi, 14 mai à 14.00 heures.


