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1. PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES
Dr CAYLA (France), Chairman of Committee В and Dr Marcella DAVIES (Sierra Leone), 

Vice-Chairman of Committee A, reported to the Committee on the progress of the work of 
the Committees.

2. TRANSMISSION TO THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF THE REPORTS OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES 
(Documents A28/54 and A28/56)
The Committee decided to transmit the first and second reports of Committee В 

(documents A28/54 and A28/56) to the Health Assembly.

3. PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
(Documents A28/GC/2 and A28/GC/3)
The CHAIRMAN announced that the Director-General had received confirmation that the 

amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution, raising the number of members of 
the Executive Board from 24 to 30, had entered into force.

He called the attention of Members to a document prepared by the Director-General 
with suggestions as to the procedure to be followed for the purpose of electing the six 
members required to raise the number of Members of the Board from 24 to 30 as well as a 
plan of work for the different stages of the procedure (document A28/GC/2).

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, presenting the document to the Committee, said that the entry 
into force of the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution meant that the 
Health Assembly could elect these additional Members entitled to designate a person to 
serve on the Executive Board so as to raise the number of Members of the Board to 30.
Under the amendments to Article 25, the terms of two of the additional members elected 
in this way would be for one year, those of two others for two years as determined by 
lot.

It was proposed to apply the following procedure for the elections:
(1) The Assembly would elect six more Members entitled to designate a person to 
serve on the Executive Board; of those, two would serve for a period of three years, 
two for a period of two years and two for a period of one year, the selection being 
made by drawing lots which the President of the Assembly would do immediately after 
the election;
(2) The election of the six Members would be governed by Articles 97 to 100 of 
the Assembly's Rules of Procedure, it being understood that the General Committee 
would designate nine Members and from that list recommend the six Members, which, 
in its view, would ensure, should they be elected, a balanced distribution within 
the Board as a whole. From the Members thus designated, the Assembly would elect 
by secret ballot the six other Members entitled to designate a person to serve on 
the Executive Board.
The Director-General said that subject to the Assembly's approval, the General 

Committee would have to arrange the organization and date for those elections. It was 
proposed that, at the plenary meeting on Thursday morning, 22 May, the President should 
invite Members to put forward suggestions concerning the election of the six Members; 
on Monday 26 May at mid-day the General Committee would draw up a list of Members and on 
the morning of Wednesday, 28 May, in the plenary meeting the Assembly would hold the 
election.

In that way, it would make it possible to telegraph the Governments of Members thus 
elected in time for them to be able to designate the persons to serve at the fifty-sixth 
session of the Executive Board.

Discussion: After a lengthy debate on the manner in which the six additional seats 
should be distributed between the different regions, certain members advocated a 
distribution based on a purely arithmetical formula - that is to say, in proportion 
to the number of Members in each Region - and others a distribution based on criteria 
such as the size of populations or amount of the countries' contributions to the 
work of WHO. The General Committee recommended the adoption of the procedure 
proposed by the Director-General for the election of the six Members entitled to 
designate a person to serve on the Executive Board.
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The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Director-General had also submitted to the 
Committee a draft resolution on the procedure for the election of the six Members 
(document A28/GC/3) which read as follows:

"The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Considering that the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 21 May 1975 

has notified the Director-General of the entry-into-force of the amendments to 
Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution, adopted by the Twentieth World Health 
Assembly and increasing the number of Members entitled to designate a person to 
serve on the Executive Board from 24 to 30.

DECIDES that the election of a further six Members to be entitled to designate 
a person to serve on the Executive Board shall take place at its present session and 
that the following procedures shall be applied for this election:

(1) The Health Assembly shall elect a further six Members entitled to designate 
persons to serve on the Executive Board. Of those Members elected, two shall
serve for a period of three years, two for a period of two years and two for a 
period of one year, as determined by lot by the President of the Health Assembly 
immediately after the election has been completed.

(2) The election of the six Members shall take place in accordance with 
Rules 97 to 100 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, provided that:

2.1 The General Committee shall nominate and draw up a list of nine 
Members, recommending in such list that six Members which, in the 
Committee's opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced 
distribution of the Board as a whole.

2.2 The Health Assembly shall elect by secret ballot from among the 
Members so nominated, the further six Members to be entitled to 
designate persons to serve on the Board, as in (1) above."

Decision: The General Committee decided to submit the draft resolution to the 
Health Assembly.

4. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY
The General Committee drew up the programme of meetings for Thursday 22 May and 

Friday 23 May.

The meeting rose at 6.55 p.m.


