
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

TWENTY- EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

А28/В/SR/8 

24 May 1975 

COMMITTEE В 

COMMITTEE B 

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE EIGHTH MEETING 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Saturday, 24 May 1975, at 9.40 a.m. 

CHAIRMAN: Dr J. S. CAYLA (France) 

CONTENTS 

Coordination within the United Nations system (continued) 

Page 

General matters (continued) 2 

Activities of the World Health Organization with regard to assistance to 
liberation movements in southern Africa pursuant to United 
Assembly resolution 2918 (XXVII) and ECOSOC resolution 1804 (LV) . . . 9 

World Population Year and Conference, 1974 

WHO activities related to disasters and natural catastrophes 

13 

14 

Note: Corrections to this provisional summary record should be submitted in writing 
to the Chief, Records Service, Room 4103, within 48 hours of its distribution. 
Alternatively, they may be handed in to the Conference Officer. 



А28 /B /SR /8 
page 2 

COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: Item 3.16 of the Agenda (continued) 

General Hatters: Item 3.16.1 of the Agenda (Resolutions W1А27.32, EВ55.R47, ЕВ55.R56, 
and EB55.R69; Official Records No. 223, Part I, Annex 11; Documents А28/23, and Add.l, 
2, and 3, and Add.l Corr.1) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that four draft resolutions 
had been put forward and asked for them to be introduced. 

Dr VALLADARES (Venezuela) (Rapporteur) read out the following draft resolution 
(document А28 /B /Coпf.Doc. No.7) concerning general matters of coordination within the 
United Nations system: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director -General on coordination with other 

organizations of the United Nations system on general matters; 
Endorsing the action taken by the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session 

following its examination of the report of the Director -General on this subject, 
particularly with regard to resolutions EB55.R56, EB55.R61, EВ55.R64 and EB55.R65; 

Remaining aware that effective collaboration and cooperation with other organiza- 
tions and institutions of the United Nations system requires continuous effort through 
the coordination of programmes and policies aimed at enhancing the United Nations 
system's total impact on development and other goals to which Member States aspire; 

Reaffirming that health is an essential sector for development requiring integration 
with other necessary components such as education, agriculture, employment and housing, 
and to this end foresees the strengthening of WHO's participation in the collective 
activities of the United Nations system, 

1. THANKS the Director -General for his report; 

2.. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to bring those developments which 
occur within the United Nations system of interest to the Organization to the 
attention of the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly as appropriate; and 

3. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director -General to ensure the fullest involvement of the 
Organization in those programmes of other organizations and institutions of the 
United Nations system which have a direct relevance to the health and social wellbeing 
of people. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), on behalf of his own 
delegation and those of the German Democratic Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Greece, Mauritius, Sierra Leone, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the United 
States of America, introduced the following draft resolution concerning the tasks of WHO 
in connexion with International Women's Year (А28 /В /Conf.Doc. No.12): 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 
Considering that the present year has been proclaimed International Women's 

Year by the twenty - seventh session of the United Nations General Assembly and is 
being observed as such under the slogan "Attainment of equal rights for women 
and full integration of women into political, economic, social and cultural life 

so that they can make an active contribution to the further development of friend- 

ship between the peoples of all countries and to the strengthening of peace "; 
Noting that the goals established by International Women's Year, including the 

granting to women of equal rights, opportunities and responsibilities with men, are 

closely bound up with the protection and improvement of women's health and with the 
development of social and medical services and maternal and child care; 
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Recalling resolutions WHА1.43 and EB55.R56 and other WHO decisions aimed at the 
active implementation of projects concerning medical care for women and children and 
also the participation of WHO in International Women's Year; 

Emphasizing the supreme importance of protecting the health of women and 
children who embody the future of every country and of all mankind, as is noted in 
resolution WHА23.61; 

Emphasizing the ever more important role of women in medicine, in the work 
of the public health bodies and institutions of the Member States of WHO, 

1. COMMENDS the Director -General and the Secretariat for the preparation and 
distribution of the January 1975 issue of World Health; 

2. URGES governments: 

(1) to widen the range of opportunities for women in all facets of social and 
economic life as they relate to health and including training opportunities so 
that women may have the potential to participate fully as partners for progress; 

(2) to assure the further integration of women in health activities, by 
undertaking short -term and long -term measures, based on national reviews of the 
major obstacles and constraints in the employment and participation of women; 

(3) to nominate women at an increasing rate for WHO fellowships for training 
abroad so that fellowships are shared more equally; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to arrange for active participation by WHO representatives in the Interna- 
tional Conference and the main activities conducted by the United Nations under 
the programme for International Women's Year; 

(2) to draw up recommendations for consequent action by WHO and its Member 
States in the interests of the development of medical and social programmes 
and adequate maternal and child health, population and other services; 

(3) to consider women on an equal basis with men for positions in WHO at 
headquarters and in the regions, and to make a concerted effort to increase the 
number of women in professional positions and especially in positions of policy 
determination; 

(4) to assist Member States, upon request, in preparing national strategies, 
programmes and projects in WHO's field of competence for the participation of 
women in the economic, social and cultural life of their countries directed 
toward the achievement of maximum human potential; 

4. RECOMMENDS that in WHO's current activities and in the establishment of the 
Organization's sixth general programme of work particular attention be paid to the 
problem of protecting the health of mothers and children and of working women; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General to report to the fifty - seventh session of the 
Executive Board and the Twenty -ninth World Health Assembly the results of WHO's 
participation in International Women's Year and its planned activities as well as 
progress in implementing this resolution as well as the decisions of the Conference 
and their implications for WHO. 

He said that the draft resolution, which he thought would be acceptable to all 

delegations, called attention to the increasing role of women in medicine and public health. 
It was, of course, impossible in a single resolution to describe that role fully or to 
draw up a detailed plan for WHO activities. However, the few concrete proposals 
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contained in the draft gave guidance to the Secretariat and made recommendations to 
Member States concerning the intensification of measures for increasing the involvement 
of women in social and economic life and particularly in public health. The draft 
resolution also stressed the need to improve the health of women, on which the health of 
the whole population depended, and the paramount importance of maternal and child health 
services. 

It also contained some recommendations to the Director -General concerning the 
strengthening of all aspects of WHO's activities connected with International Women's Year. 

The most important point was that contained in operative paragraph 4, in which it was 
recommended that in the establishment of the sixth general programme of work particular 
attention should be paid to the problem of protecting the health of mothers and children 
and of working women. 

Operative paragraph 5 called upon the Director -General to report to the Twenty -ninth 
World Health Assembly on the results of WHO's participation in International Women's Year 
and on the progress made in implementing the provisions of the resolution. He was sure 
that WHO's work in that respect would be fruitful. 

Professor GERIC (Yugoslavia) introduced a draft resolution (document 
А28 /В /'Conf.Doc, No.13) concerning UNDP- supported activities and those financed from other 

extrabudgetary sources that was co- sponsored by the delegations of Algeria and Romania 
and read as follows: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director -General on Coordination with 

the United Nations System, General Matters, and resolution ЕB55.R59, 

1. NOTES the report; 

2. APPROVES the continued collaboration with the United Nations Development 
Programme and other organizations and funds providing extrabudgetary resources for 

health activites, and particularly UNFPA, UNEP and UNFDAC; 

3. NOTES with satisfaction the cooperation with UNICEF and the Memorandum of 
Understanding designed to govern the future collaboration between UNICEF and the 
Organization; 

4. WELCOMES the steps taken to consolidate understanding with the World Rank and 
to develop joint projects with the Regional Banks and especially with the 
African Development Bank and the African Development Fund; 

5. NOTES with satisfaction the continued positive collaboration with the World Food 
Programme in making food resources available for development programmes and reminds 
governments of the use of such resources in furthering large -scale health -related 
projects; 

6. NOTES with appreciation the support given by governments and other donors to 
the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion and hopes this trend will increase; 

7. NOTES that the Executive Board in its organizational study on "The planning 
for an impact of extrabudgetary resources on WHO's programmes and policy" will make 
firm recommendations regarding the mechanisms needed both within the Organization 
and with national administrations, to achieve effective planning and coordination 
of extrabudgetary resources for health and to ensure that support for health is 
recognized as an essential requirement of development; 
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8. WELCOMES the current trend in UNDP, UNFPA and other bodies towards further 
decentralization of their operations to the country level; 

9. SUPPORTS the action taken by the Director -General to strengthen collaboration 
at country level in the planning and execution of UNDP -assisted projects with the 
full participation of the national authorities concerned; and 

10. REQUESTS the Director -General 

(1) to continue his efforts to enhance the role of the Organization as an 
effective instrument for the coordination of extrabudgetary resources for 

health work for the benefit of the developing countries; 

(2) to emphasize the importance of health as an essential component in the 
development process, particularly within the context of country and intercountry 
programmes; 

(3) to continue his cooperation with extrabudgetary resources of funds 
including the World Bank and the Regional Banks and bilateral donors. 

Coordination within the United Nations system was of vital importance in ensuring 
the success of the activities of the various agencies of the United Nations family. It 
was essential not only at the country level but also at the regional and headquarters 
levels, and the assistance provided by United Nations bodies must conform with the needs 
of the countries and their social and economic development programmes and in the context 
of country programming. 

Congratulating the Director- General on the work already accomplished in that field, 
he said that the draft resolution expressed the hope of the co- sponsors that coordination 
between the United Nations agencies would continue to develop. 

Dr UHRICH (United States of America) introduced the following draft resolution 
(document А28 /B /Conf.Doc. No.15), concerning the United Nations World Food Conference, 
on behalf of the co- sponsoring delegations of Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru and 
the Philippines. The text of the draft resolution read as follows: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 
Having reviewed the report by the Director -General on the participation of 

the Organization in the World Food Conference and in the follow -up of its 
recommendation; 

Noting the action taken by the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session; 
Recognizing the magnitude and severity of malnutrition as a major public 

health problem in the world; and 
Considering the important role that the health sector can play in a variety of 

activities related to food and nutrition, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction the action taken by the Director -General; 

2. ENDORSES the views of the Executive Board as contained in resolution EB55.R69; 

3. RECOMMENDS that Member States: 

(1) strengthen their programmes for the control of prevailing nutritional 
deficiencies; 

(2) develop coordinated multisectoral policies and plans designed to improve 
the food and nutrition situation and strategies for their implementation as 
an important immediate objective of socioeconomic development programmes; 
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4. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to accord high priority to assistance to countries in programmes for 

the surveillance and early control of different forms of malnutrition and to 
develop suitable manpower resources within and outside the health sector; 

(2) to continue to cooperate with other organizations to ensure the 
implementation of the recommendations of the World Food Conference; 

(3) to seek the necessary additional funds to ensure the inclusion of health 
and nutrition components in activities appropriate to the fulfilment of the 
recommendations of the World Food Conference, relating to services with 
manpower development and problem- solving research as supportive measures. 

The resolutions adopted at the World Food Conference clearly indicated the major 
efforts that would need to be undertaken if the critical global problems of food supply, 
food distribution, and nutrition were to be solved. His delegation supported those 
resolutions, in view of the Organization's responsibilities in relation to the improve- 
ment of nutrition. The Executive Board, in resolution EB55.R69, had identified the 
fact that the mere availability of food was no guarantee against malnutrition and 
nutritional diseases; many other factors were involved. His delegation stressed the 
importance of the development of coordinated multisectoral policies and plans designed 
to improve the food and nutritional situation. Strategies for the implementation of 
such policies should become an important immediate objective of socioeconomic development 
programmes. WHO's role in that field, in cooperation with other agencies of the 
United Nations system was critical. He urged the Committee to approve the draft 
resolution. 

Dr O. A. HASSAN (Somalia) said that his delegation supported the draft resolution 
introduced by the delegate of the United States of America. Noting that in the 
Director -General's report on the recommendations of the World Food Conference it was 
stated in paragraph 2.3 that, as a first stage a guideline on joint WHO /UNICEF strategy 
in nutrition activities through local health services had been distributed to WHO and 
UNICEF field staff, he suggested that the Director -General should take steps to make the 
contents widely known to the local and national staff in contact with the WHO and UNICEF 
field staff, so that the strategy could be propagated and implemented by the national 
associations. 

Mr HEINRICI (Sweden) observed that the proportion of disbursements under the UNDP 
sector was considerable in relation to the totality of WHO field projects. The Swedish 
Government regarded UNDP as a concrete expression of the joint responsibility of all 
Member States of the United Nations to assist in the development of the poorer countries; 
for that reason UNDP should act as a spearhead in multilateral development cooperation. 
His delegation had frequently expressed the view that one of the main tasks of the 
Executive Board should be to supervise the execution of the programme adopted by the 
World Health Assembly. Only through wholehearted and efficient participation in the 
operational activities of the international development system could WHO gain the practical 
experience necessary for the elaboration of policies and strategies in that field. As 
part of the new country programming, the developing countries were giving health a high 
priority and thus it was even more important for the Executive Board to devote particular 
attention to the coordination of assistance from the United Nations system. 

The rate of implementation of UNDP projects had been disappointing in recent years. 
He knew that there had been initial difficulties in the new programming system and in 
the slow rate of approval of projects, but his delegation would like more information 
on the present rate of implementation of UNDP- financed activities. He would also like 
to know more about the reasons for the slow processing of projects in recent years. 
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Mr FIORI (Canada) said that in order to minimize the inevitable duplication of 
effort among the various intergovernmental organizations in an interdependent world, 
compatible information systems would become increasingly necessary. Even without the 
degree of coordination called for by the Bertrand Report on Medium -Term Planning in the 
United Nations system, the development of common concepts of information systems would 
greatly facilitate the monitoring of the various intergovernmental organizations by 
Member States as well as by other organizations. 

The Common Register for Development Activities (CORE) had the potential to become a 
central depository of information upon which intergovernmental organizations could draw 
when developing their country programmes. At present it suffered from the fact that 
potential users were not persuaded that they should put information into the system until 
it had proved itself. It was, of course, necessary that initial and fairly comprehensive 
information be fed into the system before it could be tested. He felt that WHO should 
give its full support to CORE, and his delegation urged that other organizations should 
do the same through ACC. 

The Canadian delegation would support the four draft resolutions that had been 
introduced. 

Professor EBEN- MOUSSI (United Republic of Cameroon) said that his delegation 
strongly supported, in particular, the draft resolution concerning UNDP -supported 
activities and those financed from other extrabudgetary sources. That resolution was 
important for all developing countries. Those which had institutions of the same type as 

the Yaoundé University Centre of Health Sciences would know the importance of 
coordination of multilateral and bilateral aid. In that field UNDP had a fundamental 
role to play. 

Dr SANCHEZ ROSADO (Mexico) said that his delegation strongly supported the draft 
resolution concerning the tasks of WHO in connexion with International Women's Year. The 
Conference on International Women's Year was scheduled to take place shortly in Mexico 
and he knew that WHO would play a most important part in preparing women to play a full 
role in the development and progress of all peoples. He hoped that the Conference would 
lead to concrete action in the form of projects for better protection of the health of 
women and children. 

Dr UHRICH (United States of America) said that his delegation endorsed the 
statements made by the delegates of the USSR and Mexico concerning the draft resolution 
relating to International Women's Year of which his delegation was a cosponsor. He drew 
particular attention to the spirit of the Economic and Social Council resolution that 
stressed the goal of developing substantive activities designed to have a continuing 
impact on the condition of women and their contribution to society. The draft resolution 
before the Committee mentioned the importance not only of improving the health of women 
but also of supporting and increasing the opportunities for women to assume an ever - 
increasing role in medicine and public health and in international organizations such as 
WHO. 

Mr CHOWDHURY (Bangladesh) thought that the principles underlying the four draft 
resolutions under consideration would have the support of all delegations and was pleased 
to note that many of the points they sought to make had been the subject of 
recommendations by the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session. As all the draft 
resolutions had the one objective of bettering coordination between agencies to improve 
the health of the people of the world, he wondered whether they might not have been 
combined in a single draft. That reflection notwithstanding, he said that his delegation 
was pleased to support in particular the draft resolution relating to the World Food 
Conference. The Secretary -General of the United Nations had recently warned that unless 
adequate steps were taken by the governments of the world to increase food production, 
tens of thousands of people would die of starvation in the near future. In those efforts 
to increase food production, steps were being taken by the World Food Conference to 

establish an international fund for aid for the development of food production. In the 

World Food Conference, WHO had been requested to do whatever was required to prevent 
malnutrition. He hoped that the governments of the developed countries and of those that 
were members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries and organizations such 
as WHO would do all they could to prevent suffering in the world from malnutrition. 
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Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) stressed the importance for 
WHO of the matters dealt with in the Director -General's report on coordination within the 
United Nations system. He drew particular attention to the subject of information 
systems and hoped that Member States would give more consideration to their connexion 
with systems analysis, particularly since WHO was making attempts to use systems analysis 
methods for solving its administrative and organizational problems. He proposed that a 

special study, perhaps an organizational study by the Executive Board, should be made of 
the role of information systems in solving public health problems, including those 
connected with biomedical research. 

Information on other matters was also needed; for instance, on the principles of 
medical ethics, because present -day scientific and technological progress had its negative 
effects on medical practice. It was not without reason that more and more frequently the 
opinion was being voiced that medicine was becoming dehumanized. 

He supported the draft resolution on UNDP- supported activities and those financed 
from other extrabudgetary funds. With regard to paragraph 8, however, he asked the 
Director -General what would be WHO's role and to what degree it would be able to 
coordinate activities if assistance from UNDP and other organizations was given directly 
to countries. 

Finally, he requested that in future the Director -General should provide the Health 
Assembly, in addition to the information contained in his report on coordination with the 
United Nations system, with a short summary of what was required of the Organization in 
connexion with the matters reported on. 

Dr SOBOTKOVÁ (Czechoslovakia) associated herself with the remarks made by the Soviet 
and other delegates on the draft resolution dealing with the tasks of WHO in connexion 
with International Women's Year, of which Czechoslovakia would like to be a co- sponsor. 
The draft resolution reflected the views of her own country which had begun to build 
socialism thirty years ago after its liberation by the Soviet Army from German fascism. 
Czechoslovak women had already achieved full political, economic, and social equality. 

Dr FLACHE (Director, Division of Coordination) thanked the delegates for their 
suggestions, which would be examined attentively by the Secretariat. He assured the delegate 
of Somalia that the document to which he had referred would be appropriately distributed. 

Dr MOCHI (Chief, Cooperative Programmes for Development, Division of Coordination) 
said that the rate of implementation of UNDP programmes, about which the delegate of 
Sweden had spoken, had been under review by the Governing Council of UNDP over the past 
years. A number of decisions affecting UNDP and other bodies in the United Nations system 
had been taken to streamline procedures, as documented in section 3 of the Annex to 
document А28/23 Add.l. While it was difficult to judge the results thus far, there seemed 
to have been real progress in the implementation and delivery of the UNDP programme. In 
fact, disbursements by WHO in relation to UNDP- financed activities had increased from 
US$ 14.1 million in 1973 to US$ 16.1 million in 1974, and there was good reason to hope 
for further progress in 1975. 

Dr SACKS (Secretary), replying to the delegate of the Soviet Union, said that it had 
been a constant preoccupation of the Director -General to provide Member States with the 
kind of information on which appropriate decisions could be based. The secretariat would 
continue to give increasing attention to the implications for WHO of the decisions taken 
by other bodies and to provide Members with the necessary elements for decision -making. 
The question of medical ethics was also being followed up, and active steps were being 
taken on the question of safeguarding human rights in relation to advances in science and 
technology. 

With respect to the remarks of the Canadian delegate on information systems, he drew 
attention to paragraph 6 of document А28/23 Add.2 which indicated that WHO, together with 
other bodies in the United Nations system, was actively implementing the Economic and 
Social Council resolutions on the subject. The Organization was taking a leading role in 
the Inter- Organization Board on Information and Related Matters and would continue fully 
to support CORE, budgetary provisions for which had been made in the Director -General's 
proposed programme budget. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider seriatim the four draft resolutions 
just discussed. 

Decision: The four draft resolutions introduced by the Rapporteur and the delegates 
of the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and the United States of America, respectively were 

approved. 
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Dr VALLADARES (Venezuela), Rapporteur, read the following draft resolution, based 

on resolution EВ55.R47, concerning the Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the use of 

travel funds in WHO: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the recommendations of the Executive Board on the Joint 

Inspection Unit's report on the use of travel funds in WHO, 

Recalling resolutions WHA1.91, WНА1.139, WHA2.46 and EВ5.R58; 

Believing that the motive which led the World Health Assembly in 

resolutions WНА1.139 and WHA2.46 to authorize reimbursement to each Member of WHO 
of the actual travelling expenses for one delegate only was to ensure a representative 
character of the Health Assembly, and that this motive remains valid; 

Considering that the functions and composition of the World Health Assembly as 
set forth in the Constitution are distinct and different from those of the Executive 
Board and that the independent nature of the Executive Board should be safeguarded, 

1. DECIDES: 

(1) to maintain the existing practice of reimbursing each Member and 
Associate Member the actual travelling expenses of one delegate or representative 
only, the maximum reimbursement to be restricted to the equivalent of one 

first -class return air ticket from the capital city of the Member to the place 
of the session; 

(2) to maintain the existing practice of reimbursing members of the Executive 
Board for their actual travelling expenses between their normal residence and 
the place of meeting of the Executive Board, the maximum reimbursement to be 

restricted to the equivalent of one first -class return air ticket from the 
capital city of the member to the place of the session; 

2. NOTES the Executive Board's decision concerning reimbursement of travelling 
expenses to members of expert committees, study groups and scientific groups. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Mr ZOUPANOS (United Nations) expressed gratitude to the Committee for the meticulous 
attention they had given to the important issue of WHO's contribution to improving 
coordination and cooperation within the United Nations system. The decisions contained 
in the resolutions just adopted would receive the undivided attention of the United 
Nations organs and officials concerned. 

Activities of the World Health Organization with regard to assistance to liberation 
movements in southern Africa pursuant to United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 2918 (XXVII) and ECOSOC resolution 1804 (LV): Item 3.16.2 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHA27.36, paragraph 3; Official Records No. 223, Part I, Resolution ЕB55.R51 
and Annex 14; Document A28/24) 

Dr TAYLOR (representative of the Executive Board) said that, in accordance with 
resolution WНА27.36, the Director - General had reported to the Executive Board at its 
fifty -fifth session on the steps taken by WHO, in consultation with UNDP, UNICEF, and the 
Organization of African Unity, in giving health assistance to the population covered by 
the national liberation movements recognized by OAU. Pursuant to resolution WHA27.37, 
he had also reported on the steps taken to invite the representatives of national libera- 
tion movements recognized by OAU or the League of Arab States (LAS) to attend relevant 
WHO meetings in an observer capacity. 
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The Executive Board, in resolution EВ55.R51, had commended the Director -General on 
those steps and had also recommended to the Health Assembly that "it consider allocating 
the funds necessary to meet the expenses of attendance by a representative from each of 
the national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity or the 
League of Arab States at future meetings of the Organization to which they are invited in 
accordance with resolution WHА27.37 ". 

Dr QUENUM (Regional Director for Africa) welcomed the representatives of some of the 
national liberation movements recognized by OAU and hoped that, by observing the Health 
Assembly's work, they would gain a clearer idea of the efforts being made by WHO to pro- 
vide health assistance to the peoples they represented. 

He drew attention to document A28/24, which reviewed developments since the fifty - 
fifth session of the Executive Board, and to Annex 14 of Official Records No. 223, which 
contained the more detailed report submitted by the Director -General to the Board at that 
session. 

WHO was fully aware of the cumbersome and slow procedures under which it and other 
United Nations organizations were attempting to assist the liberation movements recognized 
by OAU. Through consultations with UNDP and UNICEF, among others, it was endeavouring 
to make the system more flexible. 

Mr SINGHATEH (Gambia) introduced the following draft resolution, co- sponsored by the 
delegations of Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and the United Republic of Tanzania: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 

I 

Having considered the report of the Director - General on the activities of the 
Organization regarding assistance to national liberation movements recognized by the 
Organization of African Unity; 

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly, the 

Economic and Social Council, and WНА27.36; 
Noting that the provision of assistance to the national liberation movements 

concerned requires a concerted effort by the United Nations system and that 
efficient ways and means must be found both to identify the needs of the peoples and 
to deliver the assistance required in the most rapid and effective manner, 

1. THANKS the Director - General for his report; 

2. ENDORSES the decision taken by the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session 
in resolution EB55.R51, adopted following its review of the report submitted by the 
Director -General; 

3. REQUESTS the Director - General to work closely with the national liberation 
movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity to help identify and meet 
their health needs; 

4. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director - General to continue to collaborate with UNDP, 
UNICEF, the Organization of African Unity, and other concerned organizations in 

rendering the necessary assistance to programmes to combat the health problems 
facing the liberation movements; 

II 

Recalling resolution WНА27.37; 
Taking into account the views of the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session 

and the recommendation made to the World Health Assembly in resolution ЕB55.R51 

concerning representation by each of the national liberation movements recognized by 

the Organization of African Unity or the League of Arab States at WHO meetings of 
direct interest to them; 
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Agreeing that future representation in an observer capacity by the national 
liberation movements concerned would facilitate the Organization's understanding of 
the health needs and problems of the peoples whose aspirations they represent, 

DECIDES that one representative from each of the national liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity or the League of Arab States at future 
meetings to which they are invited in accordance with resolution WHА27.37 be reimbursed 
actual travel expenses and be paid the standard daily travel subsistence allowance for 
officials of the Secretariat, with the maximum reimbursement for travel expenses 
restricted to the equivalent of one first -class return air ticket between the normal 
place of residence and the place of the meeting. 

In view of the urgent needs of the African peoples concerned, he would be grateful for 
the Committee's approval of the draft resolution, which would enable the Director -General 
to identify and meet their health needs. 

Professor GERIC (Yugoslavia) thanked the Director -General for his report 
(document А28/24). He fully endorsed the draft resolution. 

Mr HEINRICI (Sweden) said that in past years his country had given strong support to 
assistance to liberation movements in southern Africa. He welcomed the action taken by 
WHO in pursuance of resolution WHA27.36 and urged the speedy implementation of the proposals 
outlined in the Director -General's report. Particular attention should be paid to 
liberation movements in southern Africa still fighting against colonialism and racial 
discrimination. 

Mr THIBAULT (Canada) was not opposed to the draft resolution but felt that implementa- 
tion of the operative paragraph of part II would make inroads into the Organization's funds. 
On principle, money should not be taken away from programmes whose priority had already been 
decided. 

Mr CHU Hsing-Kuo (China) said that the African people had waged a long struggle against 
imperialism, colonialism, racism, apartheid, Zionism, and hegemonism, a struggle which the 
Chinese Government and people had resolutely supported. A series of resolutions had been 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and Economic and Social Council on colonialism 
and racism, by the Twenty- seventh World Health Assembly on strengthening health assistance 
to national liberation movements recognized by OAU and LAS and on inviting their representa- 
tives to WHO meetings, and by the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session on the alloca- 
tion of funds to cover the expenses of attendance of such representatives. He urged the 
Committee to approve the draft resolution. 

Mr CHOWDHURY (Bangladesh) supported the draft resolution in its entirety. In 1971 

Bangladesh had launched its own liberation movement in accordance with the ideology that 
without freedom of thought and expression life was intolerable. As freedom was indivisible, 
it had in fact been fighting for everyone to achieve a democratic way of life. The 

liberation movements launched by OAU and LAS deserved full sympathy and support. While 
the Health Assembly was not concerned with the political issues involved, which were the 
province of the United Nations, it was part of WHO's humanitarian role to provide support 
on matters of health. 

Dr UHRICH (United States of America), supporting the spirit of the draft resolution, 
agreed that representation of the national liberation movements concerned in an observer 
capacity would facilitate understanding of their health needs and problems. As regards 
the operative paragraph in part II, however, he was doubtful whether reimbursement of the 

expenses of the observers should be considered by WHO at a time of severe budgetary 
restrictions, and in that respect he agreed with the delegate of Canada. To his knowledge, 
although he would appreciate further information from the Secretariat, no other United 
Nations organization had defrayed such travel and subsistence costs. 
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Dr O. A. HASSAN (Somalia) endorsed the principle and motivation behind the draft 

resolution and wished his delegation to be listed as a co- sponsor. 

Dr TWUMASI (Ghana) said that adoption of the draft resolution was a question of 

principle. As to the financial aspects of the resolution, which had been queried, the 

philosophy of social justice and humanism called for support to be given to the people 

involved, who had been denied a basic health infrastructure. Money should not be the 

only consideration in the Committee's decision. The draft resolution should be supported 
by all peace - loving people. 

Dr ALY (Egypt) considered that the draft resolution was perfectly logical and tallied 

with the humanitarian and noble aims of WHO. He asked the Director -General to do his 

utmost to assist the national liberation movements fighting for human rights and indepen- 

dence. 

Dr BARROMI (Israel) said that his country had consistently opposed the participation 
in the United Nations system, including WHO, of the so- called liberation movement recognized 

by LAS - namely, the Palestine Liberation Organization - for reasons already explained to 

the Committee. He was consequently obliged to object to part II of the draft resolution. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) was in agreement with virtually the whole of the draft 

resolution. He would, however, abstain on the operative paragraph in part II if the 

draft resolution came to a vote. 

Dr GOAL (Guinea -Bissau) congratulated the Organization on its efforts at achieving 
increasing universality. He nevertheless urged the Organization to devise new procedures 
for providing timely assistance to the liberation movements, as WHO aid was usually very 
slow in arriving. In connexion with the question of reimbursement, he stressed that 
because of their economic difficulties representatives of liberation movements required 
such reimbursement even more than Member States. He supported the draft resolution 
wholeheartedly. 

Mr FINDLAY (Sierra Leone) said that the need for the provisions of the draft 

resolution should be obvious in view of the speed with which resolution WHА27.37 had been 
adopted. Some reservations had, however, been expressed with regard to the operative 
paragraph in part II and it had been asserted that no other United Nations agency provided 
such reimbursement. In reply, he pointed out that section 3.3 of Annex 14 of Official 
Records No. 223 clearly indicated that in its resolution 1892 (LVII) the Economic and 
Social Council had called upon the specialized agencies "to consider defraying all travel 
and other related expenses of representatives of the national liberation movements invited 
to attend" proceedings of the agencies relating to their countries. That same section 
recorded the approval by the United Nations General Assembly of "the recommendation that the 

travel and subsistence expenses of the representatives of national liberation movements 

participating in the debates of the Fourth Committee aid the Special Political Committee 
be paid by the United Nations ". 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the draft resolution. 
WHO was in a position to fulfil all that the resolution required, including the reimburse - 
ment of travel expenses of representatives of liberation movements attending meetings 
to which they had been invited. 

Mr SCHUMANN (German Democratic Republic) supported the draft resolution. With regard 
to the question regarding part II raised by some delegates and already answered by the 
delegate of Sierra Leone, he referred to resolution 3280 (XXIX) of the General Assembly, 
which in operative paragraph 6 had established the practice that it should make the 
requisite financial provisions, and in operative paragraph 7 had recommended "to the other 
United Nations organs concerned, in consultation with the Organization of African Unity, 
to ensure that the necessary arrangements are made to facilitate the effective participation 
of these national liberation movements in the relevant proceedings ". Such participation 
required financial provisions, as called for in the present draft resolution. 
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Mr ELLIS (Liberia) said that deletion of the operative paragraph in part II would be 

tantamount to welcoming participation of the national liberation movements but denying 

them the means to participate fully. He urged the immediate adoption of the whole 

resolution, of which his country wished to be listed as a co- sponsor. 

Dr OULD BA (Mauritania) also wished his delegation to be listed as a co- sponsor of the 

draft resolution. Its provisions were, however, insufficient. If the Health Assembly 

wanted to pursue the matter to its logical conclusion, it should suspend the voting rights 

of those oppressing the people referred to in the draft resolution. 

Dr CHOWDHRY (Pakistan) supported the draft resolution in toto. 

Mr SINGНATEH (Gambia) said that the defraying of the costs of participation was the 

whole purpose of the draft resolution. The liberation movements had no money for their 

travel expenses, and reimbursement was one of the best kinds of assistance WHO could give 

them. 

Dr SACKS, Secretary, replying to the United States delegate's question, said that the 

Executive Board had indeed acted, as pointed out by the delegate of Sierra Leone, on the 

basis of the Economic and Social Council's resolution and the decision of the United Nations 

General Assembly to reimburse travel and subsistence expenses. He knew for a fact that 

UNDP had taken action to reimburse representatives of national liberation movements but he 

had no other information at hand regarding the other specialized agencies. 

Decision: The draft resolution introduced by the delegate of Gambia was approved. 

World Population Year and Conference, 1974: Item 3.16.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions 

W1Á27.30, paragraph 3, and EB55.R60; Document A28/25) 

Dr TAYLOR (representative of the Executive Board), introducing the item, said that 

at its fifty -fifth session the Executive Board, through the working group that it had 
established on coordination with other organizations, had studied the Director -General's 
report on World Population Year and Conference 1974, which was annexed to document A28/25. 
In accordance with paragraph 3 of resolution W1А27.30, the report set out the implications 
for the work of WHO of the World Population Conference and of the actions taken thereon by 
the United Nations Economic and Social Council and General Assembly. On the recommendation 
of the working group the Executive Board, in resolution EB55.R60, had recommended a draft 
resolution for adoption by the Health Assembly. In that resolution it was suggested that 
the Health Assembly stress "the urgency of reducing maternal, perinatal, infant and child- 
hood mortality and morbidity through the continued development and improved management of 

maternal and child health services and other aspects of family health care ", and urge 
Member States "to take the initiative in organizing national follow -up activities in the 
health -related aspects recommended in the World Population Plan of Action ". It was also 
suggested that the Director -General should be requested to intensify activities related 
to family health care as part of the strengthening of health services and to participate 
fully in the development of activities in the sectors of the World Population Plan of 
Action related to health. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) emphasized the importance of 
the results of the World Population Conference for the planning of future work on popula- 
tion problems. The main thesis reflected in all the documents of that Conference was the 
interrelationship of population processes and socioeconomic development. At the 
international level population policy had to be considered in the light of socioeconomic 
problems and had to form part of socioeconomic development policy. Moreover, population 
problems had to be taken into account in connexion with the tasks facing the health 
services, such as reducing perinatal, infant and maternal mortality and increasing the 
effectiveness of the health services at various levels. 
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As had been pointed out in resolutions and reports of the Conference, measures 
designed to change population policies could not by themselves bring about changes in 
birth and death rates, etc. Neither was family planning, directed towards reducing 
the birth rate, as effective as some people affirmed. As emphasized in documents of 
the Conference, not only demographic factors, but a whole complex of socioeconomic and 
psychological factors, influenced the population problem. 

He congratulated the representatives of WHO at the Conference for the work they had 
accomplished and on the report presented to the Conference on behalf of the Organization. 
He was in agreement with the report, except for a reservation concerning the effectiveness 
of family planning, to which he had already referred. 

Dr ZAHRA (Director, Division of Family Health) thanked the delegate of the USSR 
for his clear interpretation of the spirit and contents of the World Population Plan of 
Action and assured him that in the same context WHO was following up the recommendations 
in relation to the health sector at all levels. Of concern to WHO was the urgent need 
to extend health coverage to total populations as quickly as possible, including people 
in rural, remote and other areas deprived of basic needs. That would be a major subject 
for discussion in Committee A under agenda item 2.6 (Promotion of national health 
services). The other urgent need was to reduce morbidity and mortality, particularly 
of women and children, by eliminating the main contributory causes - malnutrition, 
infection and parasitic diseases, and unregulated fertility. In that connexion, health 
education had a vital role to play. Those areas, along with manpower development and 
research, had already been given priority in WHO's Fifth General Programme of Work and 
they would continue to figure in the Sixth General Programme of Work being prepared by 
the Organization. 

Decision: The draft resolution recommended in resolution EB55.R60 was approved. 

WHO Activities related to disasters arid natural catastrophes: Item 3.16.4 of the Agenda 
(resolutions W1Á27.48, paragraph 4(4), and EB55.R62; Document A28/26) 

Dr TAYLOR (representative of the Executive Board), introducing the item, said that 
in accordance with resolution W1Á27.48 the Director -General had submitted a report to 

the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session (document A28/26, Annex) on the 
Organization's activities related to giving prompt assistance to countries stricken by 
disasters or natural catastrophes, including those countries in the Sudano -Sahelian region. 
After studying the report, the Board had adopted resolution EB55.R62, in which it had 
noted its concurrence with the actions taken by the Director -General and requested him to 
continue to develop close cooperation with the other United Nations bodies and organizations 
concerned, as well as with the League of Red Cross Societies. The Board had also decided 
to establish a special account for disasters and natural catastrophes as a special 
account in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. The funds for that account were 
to come from the gift by will of a property in Italy, a report on which had also been 
submitted to the Board by the Director -General. The Board had further authorized the 
Director -General to draw on the special account at his discretion for health assistance 
to countries stricken by natural or other disasters arid requested him to report thereon 
to the Executive Board. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR- GENERAL explained that the Director -General's report 
(document A28/26) summarized the action taken by the Organization since the fifty -fifth 
session of the Executive Board. The Annex to the document contained the report 
submitted to the Board's fifty -fifth session, on which the Board had based its decisions 
contained in resolution EB55.R62. Section 2 of the Annex was devoted to activities 
related to the drought in the Sudano -Sahelian region of Africa and in Ethiopia, while 
section 3 concerned other disasters in which WHO had provided emergency relief to 
stricken populations. 
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The CHAIRMAN noted that the Committee had before it four draft resolutions concerning 
the agenda item, which he invited the sponsors to introduce. 

Dr VALLADARES (Venezuela), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 
Concurring with resolution EB55.R62 and the steps taken by the Director -General 

to fulfil the Organization's obligations and responsibilities with respect to 
providing health assistance to disaster - stricken peoples during both the emergency 
and rehabilitation phases; 

Recognizing the necessity of rapid and efficient WHO response to meet the needs 
of countries affected by disasters 'or natural catastrophes during the emergency 
phase, and to continue to provide the health needs of the affected peoples on a 
medium- and long -term basis; 

Expressing its appreciation to the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator, 
other organizations of the United Nations system, and the League of Red Cross 
Societies for the help extended to WHO in the fulfilment of its task regarding 
relief assistance during emergency situations, 

1. THANKS the Director -General for his report; 

2. ENDORSES the decisions of the Executive Board at its fifty -fifth session and 
requests the Director -General to implement those decisions; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to develop further the Organization's 
capacity for providing health assistance to disaster - stricken peoples, and to 
ensure that the Organization continues to play an active role in the joint relief 
and rehabilitation efforts undertaken by the United Nations system and the 
League of Red Cross Societies with respect to disasters and natural catastrophes. 

Professor VANNUGLI (Italy) drew attention to the following draft resolution on 
assistance to urgent health problems resulting from the drought in Somalia, co- sponsored 
by the delegations of the Gambia, Guinea, Guyana, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia and 
Madagascar: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 
Noting with deep regret aid concern that a drought of unprecedented intensity 

is causing serious loss of life and property in Somalia; 
Noting also that the economy of the country has been severely damaged and 

14 000 persons have died so far because of the drought, malnutrition and other 
causes arising from the consequences of the drought; 

Having taken note of Economic and Social Council resolution E/L.1646 Rev.1 
of 1 May 1975; 

Recalling resolution EB55.R62, 
Noting with appreciation the assistance provided to Somalia by many governments, 

WHO, and other organizations of the United Nations system; 
Noting further the strenuous efforts of the Government of Somalia to alleviate 

hardships suffered by the victims of the drought; 
Realizing that a second phase of resettlement is being undertaken at a 

great expense, 
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1. REQUESTS the Director -General to take steps to pursue medium- and long -term 
programmes to alleviate the health effects of the drought -stricken population; 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director -General to explore possibilities of resources 

within WHO, including the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion, to assist 

the Government in its efforts towards immediate and urgent programmes in 
the drought areas, as well as in the resettlement process; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to collaborate with the United Nations 
and other organizations of the United Nations system, particularly the 
United Nations Disaster Relief Office, UNDP, UNICEF, 'BED, League of Red 
Cross Societies and others concerned. 

Although Italy was not listed among the co- sponsors of the draft resolution, his 
delegation wished not only to be a co- sponsor but also to introduce it. His country had 
closely followed the catastrophe that had befallen Somalia at the end of 1974 and the 
beginning of 1975, which was still having very serious consequences, and had discovered 
how difficult it was to secure appropriate assistance. Even when aid reached the 
country concerned there were problems of coordination and utilization. 

It was necessary to know exactly what the afflicted populations needed, and he 
believed that WHO could play an important role in providing the necessary coordination 
and reducing suffering. It was with that in mind that his delegation commended the 
draft resolution to the Committee. 

Dr ADESUYI (Nigeria) introduced the following draft resolution on health assistance 
to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus, co- sponsored by the delegations of India, 
Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, United Republic of Tanzanía and Yugoslavia: 

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, 
Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to 

the attainment of peace and security; 
Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 3212 (XXIX) as 

well as Security Council resolutions 365 and 367 on Cyprus; 
Expressing the hope that there shall be progress towards the implementation 

of the aforesaid resolutions; 
Considering that the continuing health problems of the refugees and 

displaced persons in Cyprus call for further assistance, 

REQUESTS the Director -General to continue and intensify health assistance 
to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus in addition to any assistance 
made available within the framework of the United Nations Coordinator's 
efforts for relief assistance and report to the Twenty -ninth World Health 
Assembly on such assistance. 

With regard to the operative paragraph of the draft resolution, he explained that 
the United Nations Coordinator of Relief Assistance in Cyprus was the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, who had been appointed to that second function by the 
United Nations. The Committee would be aware that during the past two years the 
Governments of both Greece and Turkey had faced tremendous problems of refugees and 
displaced persons in Cyprus. As a humanitarian organization, WHO could not afford 
to be unconcerned wherever and whenever such a situation existed. Indeed it had shown 
itself to be very much alive to those responsibilities, as was clear from paragraph 3.5 
of the Annex to the Director -General's report (document А28/26). The draft resolution 
requested the Director -General to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees 
and displaced persons in Cyprus. He realized that high -level talks were at present going 
on elsewhere with a view to normalizing the situation in Cyprus and he looked forward 
to the time when it would be possible to report to the Assembly that the refugee problem 
in Cyprus no longer existed. For the time being; however, more and more assistance 
would be required and that was the purpose of presenting the draft resolution. 
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Mr SINGHATEH (Gambia) introduced the following draft resolution on drought in the 

Sahelian zone on behalf of his delegation: 

The Twenty- eighth World Health Assembly, 

Noting the report of the Director -General; 

Recalling resolution WHA27.48 as well as related resolutions of the Economic 

and Social Council and the United Nations General Assembly concerning drought 

in the Sahelian region of Africa; 

Recalling resolution EB55.R62 of the Executive Board establishing a special 

account for disasters and natural catastrophes; 
Remaining deeply concerned that the drought continues to give rise to 

severe human suffering and loss of life; and 

Re- emphasizing that the health needs of the peoples affected by the drought 

are of a continuing and long -term nature, 

1. THANKS the countries and organizations which have already accorded and 

are still according the stricken areas substantial assistance during the 
drought years; 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General 

(a) to pursue medium - and long -term programmes in the drought -stricken 
Sahelian zone with particular attention to the major health areas of 
special concern, namely nutrition, communicable diseases, environmental 
health and the establishment of health infrastructure; 

(b) to develop programmes in cooperation with other organizations of the 
United Nations system, notably UNICEF, UNDP and FAO; 

(c) to collaborate with the Member States concerned and with the Permanent 
Inter -State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) in developing 
priority programmes; 

(d) to seek extrabudgetary resources including those which could be made 
available from the Special Account for Natural and Other Disasters of the 
Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion to implement this resolution. 

He was aware that very considerable amounts of aid had been given to States badly 
affected by the drought in the Sahelian region and he paid tribute to all those countries 
that had given assistance and were still doing so. He also expressed his appreciation 
of the help given by UNICEF, the World Food Programme, and USAID. The purpose of the 
draft resolution was to emphasize that the health needs of the people in the drought - 
stricken areas were of a continuing nature. Long -term plans had been prepared for 
continuing assistance and there was an urgent need for health measures. That was why 
the draft resolution called on WHO for assistance. 

Mr CHOWDHURY (Bangladesh) thanked WHO for the concern it had shown for the disaster 
situation that had occurred in Bangladesh. Reference to that situation was made in 
paragraph 3.1 of the Annex to document A28/26. In July and August 1974 Bangladesh had 
been visited by floods the like of which had not been seen in living memory. WHO had 
shown commendable alacrity in providing assistance to meet the urgent health needs of 
the people. He pointed out, however, that disasters, whether man -made or of natural 
origin, struck without warning so that governments and international agencies were caught 
unawares. As a result, in spite of their eagerness to help, coordination during the 
initial stages was not as effective as it should be. 

He wished to put to the Executive Board and the Assembly the suggestion that some 
sort of mechanism be devised to assist the governments of countries affected by disasters 
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and the agencies of the United Nations family to coordinate efforts to render help. 
Such a mechanism would enable assistance to be rushed to the disaster area without resulting 
in confusion. It was not possible for developing countries, with their limited resources, 
to maintain permanent services for dealing with possible disasters, but he suggested 
that they should set up some kind of organization through which they could receive help 
when disasters occurred and make sure that it reached the affected areas as quickly as 
possible. He realized that other agencies in the United Nations system besides WHO 
were concerned with disaster relief but when a disaster occurred it was always health 
that was the first to be affected. He urged that WHO should take the leadership in 
setting up suitable machinery to permit national governments and international 
agencies to work together with speed in times of disaster. His delegation supported all 
four of the draft resolutions before the Committee. 

Mr MENGESHA (Ethiopia) affirmed his delegation's wholehearted support for the draft 
resolution introduced by the Rapporteur, which it wished to co- sponsor. He thanked WHO 
and the other agencies and the many governments that had rendered assistance to the 
drought - stricken area of Ethiopia. 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m. 


