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During its ninth and tenth meetings held on 26 May 1975 Committee В decided tç recommend 
to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating 
to the following agenda items:

3.16 Coordination with the United Nations system

3.16.4 WHO activities related to disasters and natural catastrophes 
(Four resolutions have been adopted on this agenda item)

3.16.5 Technical Assistance to Portugal

2.4 Psychosocial factors and health
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

WHO ACTIVITIES RELATED TO DISASTERS AND NATURAL CATASTROPHES

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Concurring with resolution EB55.R62 and the steps taken by the Director-General to fulfil 
the Organization's obligations and responsibilities with respect to providing health assistance 
to disaster-stricken peoples both during the emergency and rehabilitation phases;

Recognizing the necessity of rapid and efficient WHO response to meet the needs of 
countries affected by disasters or natural catastrophes during the emergency phase, and to 
continue to provide the health needs of the affected peoples on a medium- and long-term basis;

Expressing its appreciation to the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, other 
organizations of the United Nations system, and the League of Red Cross Societies for the help 
extended to WHO in the fulfilment of its task regarding relief assistance during emergency 
situations,

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report;

2. ENDORSES the decisions of the Executive Board at its fifty-fifth session and requests the 
Director-General to implement those decisions;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to develop further the Organization's capacity
for providing health assistance to disaster-stricken peoples, and to ensure that the Organization 
continues to play an active role in the joint relief and rehabilitation efforts undertaken by 
the United Nations system and the League of Red Cross Societies with respect to disasters and 
natural catastrophes.



COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

WHO ACTIVITIES RELATED TO DISASTERS AND NATURAL CATASTROPHES

Assistance to urgent health problems resulting from the 
drought in Somalia

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Noting with deep regret and concern that a drought of unprecedented intensity is causing 
serious loss of life and property in Somalia;

Noting also that the economy of the country has been severely damaged and 14 000 persons 
have died so far because of the drought, malnutrition and other causes arising from the con
sequences of the drought;

Having taken note of Economic and Social Council resolution E/L.1646 Rev.l of 1 May 1975;

Recalling resolution EB55.R62,

Noting with appreciation the assistance provided to Somalia by many governments, WHO, 
and other organizations of the United Nations system;

Noting further the strenuous efforts of the Government of Somalia to alleviate hardships 
suffered by the victims of the drought;

Realizing that a second phase of resettlement is being undertaken at a great expense,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to take steps to pursue medium- and long-term programmes 
to alleviate the health effects of the drought-stricken population;

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to explore possibilities of resources within WHO, 
including the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion, to assist the Government in its efforts 
towards immediate and urgent programmes in the drought areas, as well as in the resettlement 
process ;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to collaborate with the United Nations and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system, particularly the United Nations Disaster Relief Office, 
UNDP, UNICEF, IBRD, League of Red Cross Societies and others concerned.



COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN CYPRUS

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment 
of peace and security;

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 3212 (XXIX) as well as Security 
Council resolutions 365 and 367 on Cyprus;

Expressing the hope that there shall be progress towards the implementation of the 
aforesaid resolutions;

Considering that the continuing health problems of the refugees and displaced persons in 
Cyprus call for further assistance,

REQUESTS the Director-General to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in Cyprus in addition to any assistance made available within the framework 
of the efforts of the Coordinator of the United Nations Humanitarian Assistance in Cyprus and 
report to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly on such assistance.
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

WHO ACTIVITIES RELATED TO DISASTERS AND NATURAL CATASTROPHES 

DROUGHT IN THE SAHELIAN ZONE

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Notes the report of the Director-General;

Recalling resolution WHA27.48 as well as related resolutions of the Economic and Social 
Council and the United Nations General Assembly concerning drought in the Sahelian region of 
Africa;

Recalling resolution EB55.R62 of the Executive Board establishing a special account for 
disasters and natural catastrophes;

Remaining deeply concerned that the drought continues to give rise to severe human 
suffering and loss of life; and

Re-emphasizing that the health needs of the peoples affected by the drought are of a 
continuing and long-term nature,

1. THANKS the countries and organizations which have already accorded and are still according 
the stricken areas substantial assistance during the drought years;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General

(a) to pursue medium- and long-term programmes in the drought-stricken regions of the 
Sahelian zone with particular attention to the major health areas of special concern, 
namely nutrition, communicable diseases, environmental health and the establishment of 
health infrastructure;

(b) to develop programmes in cooperation with other organizations of the United Nations 
system, notably UNICEF, UNDP and FAO;

(c) to collaborate with the Member States concerned and with the Permanent Inter-State 
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS);

(d) to seek extrabudgetary resources including those which could be made available from 
the Special Account for Natural and Other Disasters of the Voluntary Fund for Health 
Promotion to implement this resolution.
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Considering resolution 3300 (XXIX) of the General Assembly of the United Nations on 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institutions associated with the 
United Nations and in which the General Assembly: "draws the attention of the specialized 
agencies and the institutions associated with the United Nations to the steps towards decoloni
zation undertaken by the new Government of Portugal, thus enabling these organizations to resume 
their cooperation with the present Government of Portugal";

Considering further resolution EUR/RC24/R10 of the Regional Committee for Europe at its 
twenty-fourth session;

Recalling operative subparagraph (a) of resolution WHA21.34,

DECIDES to restore to Portugal the full right to receive assistance from the World Health 
Organization.
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PSYCHOSOCIAL FACTORS AND HEALTH

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution WHA27.53 on psychosocial factors and health,

Considering the recommendations of the Executive Board in its resolution ÉB55.R20 that, 
in view of the importance and complexity of the subject, further study is required to develop 
a detailed programme of work in the field of psychosocial factors influencing health and in 
particular mental health and the functioning of health services,

REQUESTS the Director-General to submit a further report to the Executive Board at its 
fifty-seventh session and a full report on this matter to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly.


