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TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

INDEXED
DRAFT THIRD REPORT OF COMMITTEE В
During its fourth and fifth meetings held on 21 and 22 May 1975 Committee В decided
to recommend to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached
resolutions relating to the following agenda items:
3.6

Study of the possibility of financing WHO activities in currencies
other than US dollars and Swiss francs

3.7

Headqurters accommodation:

3.5

Working Capital Fund
3.5.3

future requirements

Review of the Working Capital Fund

3.8

Real Estate Fund

3.15

Appointment of External Auditor

3.16

Coordination with the United Nations system
3.16.7

International Civil Service Commission

3.14

Annual Reporting by the Director-General

3.10

Organizational studies by the Executive Board
3.10.1

Organizational study on the interrelationships between
the central technical services of WHO and programmes of
direct assistance to Member States

3.10.2

Organizational study on the planning for and impact of
extrabudgetary resources on WHO's programmes and policy

3.10.3

Future organizational study

Supplementary
agenda item 2

Use of Chinese as a working language of the World Health
Assembly and the Executive Board

Supplementary
agenda item 3

Use of Arabic as a working language of the World Health
Assembly and the Executive Board

STUDY OF THE POSSIBILITY OF FINANCING WHO
ACTIVITIES IN CURRENCIES OTHER THAN US DOLLARS
AND SWISS FRANCS
The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Considering that, in accordance with Financial Regulation 5.5, "annual contributions and
advances to the Working Capital Fund shall be assessed in US dollars, and shall be paid in
either US dollars or Swiss francs; provided that payment of the whole or part of these
contributions may be made in such other currency or currencies as the Director-General, in
consultation with the Board, shall have determined";
Recalling resolution WHA2.58 of the Second World Health Assembly, which established the
principle that all Member governments shall have equal rights in paying a proportionate share
of their contribution in such currencies as may be acceptable;
Taking into account resolution EB39.R30 as well as earlier resolutions of the World Health
Assembly and the Executive Board on the currencies of payment of contributions;
Noting that the Working Group on Currency Instability established by the General Assembly
of the United Nations has found no generally agreed alternatives to policies already being
utilized in the United Nations and related agencies in order to solve the problems faced by the
organizations as a result of continuing currency instability and inflation,
1.
DECIDES that the present arrangements for payment of contributions in currencies other
than US dollars or Swiss francs, as established in resolution EB39.R30, should be continued;
and
2.
REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to collaborate as appropriate in any future
interorganizational studies or consultations concerning possible solutions to the budgetary
problems resulting from currency instability and to report thereon to the Executive Board and
the Health Assembly.
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HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION:

-

FUTURE REQUIREMENTS

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Recalling resolution WHA27.14^ adopted by the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly;
О

Having considered resolution EB55.R48 and the Director-General's report on future
requirements for headquarters accommodation;3
Having noted the Joint Inspection Unit's report on the utilization of office accommodation
at the headquarters of the World Health Organization;^
Noting with satisfaction that the Director-General has made arrangements to provide the
WHO headquarters services with the premises they will need in 1975 and 1976 by renting offices
in the new ILO headquarters building;
Considering it desirable that the Organization should have its own premises so as to
ensure that the offices required by it after that period will be available;
Recognizing that in present economic conditions the resources for financing a large
architect-designed building are lacking; and
Noting that the cost of a smaller prefabricated building that would contain about 138
standard offices and have a useful life of at least 20 years before requiring major repairs
is estimated at Sw.fr. 5 630 000,
1.
AUTHORIZES the Director-General to pay from the Casual Income Account the rent and the
cleaning, maintenance and installation costs of the offices rented by WHO in the ILO building
until 31 December 1976, up to the extent of the amount accruing to WHO from the sale by ILO
of its temporary building in Petit-Saconnex;
2.
FURTHER DEFERS a decision on the construction of an architect-designed extension to the
headquarters building;
3.
AUTHORIZES the construction of a new prefabricated building containing about 138 offices
on the site belonging to the Organization; and
4.
AUTHORIZES the use of the reserves that have accumulated in the Real Estate Fund for the
construction of a larger architect-designed extension to the headquarters building to finance
in part the construction of this prefabricated building.

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. II, 1973-1974, p. 68.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1975, No. 223, p. 32.
3
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1975, No. 223, Annex 12, pp. 129-132.
4
Document A28/31.
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REVIEW OF THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND
The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the recommendations of the Executive Board on the Working Capital
Fund,
A

1.

DECIDES that:
(1)
Part I of the Working Capital Fund, composed of advances assessed on Members and
Associate Members, shall be established in the amount of US$ 5 114 000, to which shall
be added the assessments of any Members or Associate Members joining the Organization
after 30 September 1974;
(2)
the advances to the Working Capital Fund shall be assessed on the basis of the
1976 scale of assessment, adjusted to the nearest US$ 10;
(3)

any additional advances shall be due and payable on 1 January 1976;

and

(4)
any credits due to Members and Associate Members shall be refunded on 1 January 1976
by applying these credits to any contributions outstanding on that date or to the
1976 assessments;
2.
REQUESTS the Members and Associate Members concerned to provide in their national budgets
for payment of the additional advances on the due date;
В
1.

DECIDES that Part II of the Working Capital Fund shall remain established at US$ 6 ООО 000

2„
DECIDES also that Part II of the Working Capital Fund shall be financed by appropriations
by the Health Assembly from casual income as recommended by the Executive Board after
considering the report of the Director-General; such appropriations shall be voted separately
from the appropriations for the relevant budget year;
С
1.

AUTHORIZES the Director-General to advance from the Working Capital Fund;
(1)
such funds as may be required to finance the appropriations pending receipt of
contributions from Members and Associate Members; sums so advanced shall be reimbursed
to the Working Capital Fund as contributions become available;
(2)
such sums as may be required during a calendar year to meet unforeseen or extra
ordinary expenses and to increase the relevant appropriation sections accordingly,
provided that not more than US$ 250 000 is used for such purposes, except that with
the prior concurrence of the Executive Board a total of US$ 2 000 000 may be used; and
(3)
such sums as may be required for the provision of emergency supplies to Members and
Associate Members on a reimbursable basis; sums so advanced shall be reimbursed to the
Working Capital Fund when payments are received, provided that the total amount so
withdrawn shall not exceed US$ 200 000 at any one time, and provided further that the
credit extended to any one Member or Associate Member shall not exceed US$ 50 000 at any
one time ; and

-
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REQUESTS the Director-General to report annually to the Health Assembly:
(1)
all advances made under the authority vested in him to meet unforeseen or
extraordinary expenses and the circumstances relating thereto, and to make provision
in the estimates for the reimbursement of the Working Capital Fund, except when such
advances are recoverable from other sources; and
(2)
all advances made under the authority of paragraph С 1 (3) for the provision of
emergency supplies to Members and Associate Members, together with the status of reimburse
ment by those concerned;
D

REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his efforts to secure early payment of
Members' and Associate Members' annual contributions, in order to preclude the necessity
of increasing the amount of the Working Capital Fund;
E
REQUESTS the Director-General to submit a report on the Working Capital Fund to the
Executive Board and the World Health Assembly when he considers it warranted, and in any
case not less frequently than every third year.
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REAL ESTATE FUND

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Having considered resolution EB55.R491 and the Director-General's report on the status
of projects being financed from the Real Estate Fund and the estimated requirements of the
Fund for the period 1 June 1975 to 31 May 1976 ;^
Recognizing that certain estimates in that report must necessarily remain provisional
because of the continuing fluctuation in exchange rates;
Noting in particular that it is now necessary to undertake a further extension to the
building of the Regional Office for Africa and to construct a new prefabricated building at
headquarters ;
1.
AUTHORIZES the financing from the Real Estate Fund of the projects envisaged in the
Director-General's report for the period 1 June 1975 to 31 May 1976, at the following estimated
costs :
US$
Extension to the building of the Regional Office for Africa
Enlargement of the document production services of the Regional
Office for Europe

75 000

Installation of fire-fighting equipment and emergency generator
at the Regional Office for South-East Asia

90 000

Construction of a new prefabricated building at the Organization's
headquarters
2.

933 000

2 208 000

APPROPRIATES to the Real Estate Fund, from casual income, the sum of $ 2 185 915.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1975, No. 223, p. 32.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1975, No. 223, Annex 13, pp. 133-134.
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APPOINTMENT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
1.
RESOLVES that Mr Lars Lindmark be appointed External Auditor of the accounts of the
World Health Organization for the two financial years 1976 and 1977, and that he make his
audits in accordance with the principles incorporated in Article XII of the Financial Regulations
with the provision that, should the necessity arise, he may designate a representative to act
in his absence.
2.
EXPRESSES its thanks to Mr Lindmark for the work he has performed for the Organization in
his audit of the accounts for the financial year 1974.

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Having considered resolution EB55.R50-*- and the report on the International Civil Service
Commission contained in Annex 1 to document A28/28,
1.
DECIDES to accept the Statute of the International Civil Service Commission established
by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its twenty-ninth session in Resolution 3357
(XXIX); and
2.
REQUESTS the Director-General to notify this acceptance to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 223, p. 33.
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ANNUAL REPORTING BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the subject of annual reporting
by the Director-General, and the recommendations of the Executive Board thereon,
1.

CONSIDERS it desirable that the Director-General should:
(1)
publish in the Official Records in even-numbered years, beginning in 1978, a
comprehensive report on the work of WHO during the preceding two years;
(2)
issue in odd-numbered years, beginning in 1977, a short report covering significant
matters and developments during the preceding e^'en-numbered year;
(3)
report on projects, hitherto listed in the Annual Report, in a separate document,
in such a form as to facilitate evaluation of the Organization's programme; and,
further,

2.
CONSIDERS it desirable that the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session continue its
review of the content and rationalization of the Director-General's Report and other documents
on the work of WHO.

-
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ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN THE CENTRAL TECHNICAL SERVICES OF WHO
AND PROGRAMMES OF DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO MEMBER STATES

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly
Having examined the report of the Executive Board on the Organizational Study on the
Interrelationships between the Central Technical Services of WHO and Programmes of Direct
Assistance to Member States;
Recalling resolutions EB51.R40, EB51.R54, EB53.R44, EB55.R26, WHA26.36 and WHA27.18,
1.
CONGRATULATES the Executive Board for its study on the Interrelationships between the
Central Technical Services of WHO and Programmes of Direct Assistance to Member States;
2.
NOTES with appreciation its findings, conclusions and recommendations, and in particular
the necessity of an integrated approach to the development of the Organization's programmes,
all programme activities at all levels being mutually supportive and parts of a whole;
3.
STRESSES the importance of programme planning being viewed as a joint endeavour in which
national authorities, WHO representatives, Regional Committees, regional offices, the Executive
Board, the World Health Assembly and WHO headquarters should all be involved;
4.
URGES that the Organization's mechanism for the allocation and reallocation of resources,
not only within programmes and regions, but also between programmes and regions, should comply
with the principle of responding to integrated programme planning; and
5.
REQUESTS the Director-General to apply the conclusions and recommendations in the formu
lation and implementation of future programmes of the Organization.
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ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON THE PLANNING FOR AND IMPACT OF
EXTRABUDGETARY RESOURCES^ON WHO'S PROGRAMMES AND POLICY

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Recalling resolution WHA27.19;
i

’- '.

'.>■

^

Having considered the recommendation made by the Executive Board in its resolution
EB55.R42,
1.
DECIDES that the study on the planning for and impact of extrabudgetary resources on
WHO's programmes and policy should be continued for another year;
2.

REQUESTS the Executive Board to report on its study to the Twenty-ninth World Health

-
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FUTURE ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Recalling its resolution WHA28... to continue for another year the study on the planning
for and impact of extrabudgetary resources on WHO's programmes and policy;
Bearing in mind resolution WHA9.30 in which the Health Assembly found it desirable that
the subject for organizational study should be selected at least a year in advance;
Taking into account resolution EB55.R44,
DECIDES to await the recommendation of the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session
on the selection of a subject for a future organizational study and to refer the question to
the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly.
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USE OF CHINESE AS A WORKING LANGUAGE
OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Noting that Chinese language is an official and working language of the United Nations;
Noting further that Chinese language is an official language of the Health Assembly, the
Executive Board and the Western Pacific Regional Committee of this Organization;
Believing that the use of Chinese language as a working language of this Organization will
contribute to the work of the Organization,
DECIDES to
1.
Request the Director-General to prepare a comprehensive study on the progressive implemen
tation of Chinese language as a working language of the World Health Assembly and the Executive
Board for consideration of the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session; and
2.
Further request the Director-General to submit his study together with the comments of the
Executive Board to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly.
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USE OF ARABIC AS A WORKING LANGUAGE OF THE
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Recognizing the significant role of the Arabic language in preserving and disseminating
the civilization of man and his culture;
and its influence on the progress of medicine and
science ;
Recognizing
the World Health
the Organization
the World Health

further that the Arabic language is the language of twenty Member States of
Organization, and is a working language in the United Nations, UNESCO,
of African Unity, in the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean of
Organization and several other international organizations and unions;

Aware of the need to achieve greater international cooperation and more universality of
the World Health Organization,
Noting with appreciation, the assurances of the Arab States Members of the World Health
Organization to meet collectively the expenses of implementing this resolution during the
first three years;
DECIDES to include Arabic language among the working languages of the World Health
Organization, so as to be used in the World Health Assembly, the Executive Board, the main
and subcommittees, and to be used for correspondence with Arab countries as a regular
procedure;
and to amend accordingly the relevant provisions of the rules of procedure.

