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Committee A held its tenth and eleventh meetings on 23 May 1975, and continued its 
detailed review of the programme budget for the financial years 1976 and 1977.

During these meetings the Committee decided to recommend to the Twenty-eighth World 
Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions on the following subjects:

Leprosy control

Mental retardation

Control of sexually transmitted diseases
f ,Rheumatic diseases
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LEPROSY CONTROL

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions WHA5.28 and WHA27.58, and

Noting that leprosy control measures can reduce substantially the prevalence of leprosy 
when undertaken with sustained effort for a sufficiently long period,

1. RECOMMENDS that:

(a) intensive case-detection be carried out to ensure early diagnosis particularly in 
children;

(b) infectious cases be identified, and when possible be submitted initially to closely 
supervised treatment to minimize infectiousness and thus the spread of disease;

2. EMPHASIZES the need for health services to integrate leprosy control as a regular 
continuing activity; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to lay greater stress on the training of multidisciplinary 
staff to improve levels of competence in leprosy control.
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MENTAL RETARDATION
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Taking into account the world-wide problem of mental retardation;

Recalling resolution 2856 (XXVI) of the United Nations General Assembly on the Rights of 
Mentally Retarded Persons, and document E/CN.5/472 prepared by the World Health Organization 
in preparation for that resolution;

Considering that the World Health Organization should in the future devote a significant 
proportion of its attention and resources to this problem; and

Bearing in mind that

(i) according to presently available knowledge, mental retardation can affect up to 37» 
of a population;

(ii) methods are already available for preventing some types of mental retardation 
especially in children; and

(iii) techniques are available for overcoming or minimizing existing handicaps in many 
instances to an extent where the individual may become self-supporting,

1. URGES Member States:

(a) to sponsor and encourage epidemiological, psychosocial and biological research on 
mental retardation;

(b) in the field of disability prevention, to sponsor carefully controlled studies 
concerned with applying existing knowledge and techniques and evaluating new methods in 
varied development and cultural contexts; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General, in collaboration with the United Nations and its 
specialized agencies,

(a) to assist in the development of community care for the mentally retarded as part 
of a comprehensive disability prevention and rehabilitation programme through training 
programmes, provision of fellowships and encouragement of international exchange of 
personnel working in this field;

(b) to encourage the preparation of international guidelines for the training of persons 
concerned with the care and development of the mentally retarded and for the organization 
of relevant services; and

(c) to report on progress in these activities to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly.

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
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CONTROL OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES
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Noting that sexually transmitted diseases, in particular syphilis and gonorrhoea, are 
still far from being controlled and that the severe complications they cause, if not adequately 
treated, have serious individual, community, social and economic consequences;

Noting that a better approach to this public health problem requires coordinated and 
multidisciplinary action, medical as well as informative, educative and social;

1. INVITES Member States to collect, disseminate and communicate to WHO epidemiological, 
statistical and operational information for the control of the sexually transmitted diseases;

2. REQUESTS governments to consider the need:

(a) to make optimal use of existing services and health structures to strengthen the 
control of sexually transmitted diseases;

(b) to encourage the appropriate training in this field of medical personnel and other 
health workers at all levels and the further training of existing personnel;

(c) to promote information and health education to all concerned in order to develop 
the sense of responsibility and respect for the integrity of all human beings;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to provide Member States with the advice and assistance necessary for a fuller 
appreciation of the public health aspects of sexually transmitted diseases;

(b) to encourage the holding of international, regional or national seminars, with WHO 
participation, for the exchange of information and further education of personnel and 
researchers ;

(c) to establish and keep up to date guidelines for the organization of control 
activities, including technical specifications;

(d) to try to obtain from various sources within the United Nations system, as well as 
from nongovernmental and private organizations, budgetary resources with a view:

(i) to providing assistance to governments in planning and conducting studies and 
research on sexually transmitted diseases, their epidemiology, clinical study, 
diagnosis, treatment and prevention and on methods for their control;

(ii) to provide assistance, if requested, to governments already conducting control 
programmes; and

(e) to report on this subject to the World Health Assembly.

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,
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RHEUMATIC DISEASES

Considering that rheumatic diseases are one of the concerns of the WHO programme for the 
development of biomedical research because of the long-term disablement they involve and their 
psychological, social and economic repercussions;

Recalling resolutions WHA1.15, WHA3.29, EB8.R36 and EB29.R20, which underline the importance 
of the problem;

Considering the efforts made by the International League against Rheumatism in the field 
of research, education and public information and noting its proposal to make 1977 the year of 
the rheumatic patient,

1. RECOMMENDS that WHO continue its cooperation with national and international programmes 
for the control of rheumatic diseases, and particularly the programmes of the International 
League against Rheumatism, with a view to intensifying research on the epidemiology, 
etiopathogenesis, prevention and treatment of the rheumatic diseases as well as rehabilitation 
of those who suffer from them;

2. INVITES Member States to encourage programmes of research, prevention, early detection, 
treatment, rehabilitation and social welfare in regard to rheumatic diseases as well as 
information campaigns dealing with those diseases; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to assist Member States with their programmes; and

(b) to report to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly on the progress made in this 
field.

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,


