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As requested by the Executive Board, at its fifty-third session, the Director-General 
presents in the following, a description of the 
Organization at its headquarters and the manner 
with. 

various meetings of 
in which reports of 

experts convened by the 
such meetings are dealt 

1 Summary Records EB53/SR/5, page 10. 
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Introduction 

The World Health Organization has established a system of meetings of experts to ensure 
the development of its programme on a sound technical basis. Experts invited to attend such 
meetings are selected on the basis of their recognized high technical knowledge and experience, 
representing as far as possible, the various parts of the world. They may or may not be 
members of expert advisory panels established by the Organization for it to obtain technical 
advice on particular subjects. 

Meetings of éxperts include meetings of expert committees, study groups, scientific 
groups, and other scientific and technical meetings described below. 

In the following, a definition or description is given of each type of meeting and their 
functions, membership, procedures for approval and distribution of reports are briefly out-
lined. 

2. Expert committees 

An expert committee is defined in the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and 
Committees1 as being "a committee established to deal with a particular subject and consisting 
of a group of experts convened for the purpose by the Director-General".^ Expert committees 
are the principal advisory bodies of the Organization on specific health problems. 

The functions of expert committees are to "review the latest knowledge and expert 
information and make it available to the Organization； to formulate technical recommendations； 

to make recommendations designed to initiate, stimulate and coordinate research necessary for 
the fulfilment of their terms of reference.^ 

Members of an expert committee are drawn from expert advisory panels and are appointed 
by the Director-General to serve on that particular committee.4 

5 
In order to meet the requirements of the Regulations meetings of expert committees are 

included in the Director-General1 s annual programme and budget estimates and are approved by 
the World Health Assembly. 

The Director-General is responsible for authorizing the publication of reports of expert 
c o m m i t t e e s , G The reports are normally printed in the Organization1 s Technical Report Series. 

The Director-General is required to report to each session of the Board on meetings of 
expert committees held since its previous session and to provide the Board with the reports 
of these meetings when they have been reproduced in English and French. 

For those expert committee meetings the reports of which cannot yet be available in the 
two languages the Director-General provides the Board, on request, with information on the 
main recommendations made by the committees.飞 

Basic Documents, Twenty -fourth edition PP . 8 9 -95. 
Basic Documents, Twenty -fourth edition P. 89, para. 1.3. 
Basic Documents, Twenty -fourth edition P. 90, para. 2. 
Basic Documents, Twenty--fourth edition p. 90, para. 1.4. 
Basic Documents, Twenty--fourth edition P. 90, paras 3.1 
Basic Documents, Twenty--fourth edition P. 93, para. 10.4 
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol • I, 1948-1972, 
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3• Study groups 

Study groups resemble expert committees in purpose and function but are often concerned 
with a more limited aspect of a problem. They can be considered as "a meeting of a small 
number of selected experts, designated to explore a certain specialized problem both 
individually and collectively over a certain period of time in one or more series of meetings, 
which may or may not make any recommendations. 

p 
The Executive Board in its resolution EB17.R13 recognized that study groups were 

necessary, in addition to expert committees, and expressed the opinion that the convening of 
a study group, rather than an expert committee, would be preferable under certain specified 
conditions including (a) that the scientific or technical knowledge of the question to be 
studied was still uncertain; (b) that the study envisaged concerned a strictly limited 
aspect of a general problem, which may or may not come within the purview of an expert 
committee； (с) that non-technical factors would render unsuitable an expert committee meeting, 
which would be too official in character； and (d) that there would be a need for simpler and 
more rapid administrative procedures than those applying to meetings of expert committees. 

Members of study groups may belong to very different disciplines and need not necessarily 
be drawn from expert advisory panels. 

The Director-General is authorized under the terms of the Executive Boardf s resolution 3 
EB17.R13, paragraph 5 to convene any study group he may consider necessary, even when such 
study group has not been provided for in the corresponding programme and budget estimates. 

The procedures for bringing reports of study group meetings to the attention of the 
Executive Board are governed by its resolution EB17.R13, paragraph 4.3 The Director-General 
may authorize their publication in the Technical Report Series• 

4• Scientific groups 

Scientific group meetings are concerned exclusively with research aspects of the 
Organization's programme. 

The function of a scientific group is to assist the Organization in reviewing a 
designated field of medical research, assessing the existing state of knowledge in that field 
and determining how this may best be advanced and extended. 

Members of scientific groups need not necessarily be selected from expert advisory 
panels. 

When necessary the Director-General may convene a meeting of a scientific group even 
when such scientific group has not been provided for in the corresponding programme and 
budget estimates. 

Reports of scientific group meetings are reviewed by the Advisory Committee on Medical 
Research. They may be, and normally are, published in the Technical Report Series. 

5. Other scientific and technical meetings 

5.1 This group includes, first, meetings of investigators or directors of centres involved 
in the collaborative research programme of the Organization. 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 46, p. 145. 
2 _ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, p. 14. 
3 _ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, p. 15. 
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The purpose of such meetings is to facilitate communication between experts in various 
scientific and technical fields and enhance the coordination of research efforts and programme 
development at the international level. 

The selection of participants is not restricted to members of expert advisory panels. 

Provision for these meetings is normally included in the programme and budget estimates. 

The conclusions arrived at, and the recommendations made in such meetings are usually 
incorporated in reports for the use of the participants and of the Secretariat. They are 
not submitted to the Executive Board or to the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. 
Reports or summaries thereof, which are deemed of interest to a wider scientific audience 
may, however, be issued in one of the WHO publications. 

5.2 The need has arisen for other technical meetings. They are informal and are in the 
nature of consultations. 

They are convened by the Director-General, as and when required, to deal with matters 
which had not been earmarked for discussions but on which the Director-General finds it 
necessary, at a particular time in the operation of the programme, to seek expert guidance. 

Such meetings (consultations) are often called at relatively short notice and do not 
appear in the programme and budget estimates. Their membership is quite flexible as it must 
be adjustable to the specific requirements of the problems under consideration. Reports are 
addressed to the Director-General and remain, therefore, strictly internal, unless the 
Director-General decides to publish them, in toto or in part. 

5.3 Regional offices also convene technical meetings of experts in support of the development 
of their programmes. 

These meetings essentially cover subjects of regional interest. Their proceedings are 
often published in regional WHO publications. An appreciable number of them touch upon 
broad public health subjects which exceed the regional frameworks and they significantly add 
to the core of reports issued as a part of WHO headquarters programme of publications. 

6. Conclusions 

The findings and recommendations of meetings of experts constitute an important element 
in ensuring that WHO's programme develops in accordance with the most up-to-date expert 
knowledge based on the latest scientific achievements. Furthermore, published reports 
provide a substantial contribution to national health administrations concerned with programme 
planning and implementation. 

The WHO staff responsible for planning, implementing and evaluating the Organization1s 
programme relies heavily on the support provided by experts through the system of meetings 
described in the preceding sections. In addition to making use of the conclusions and 
recommendations contained in published reports the Organization benefits greatly from working 
papers and other material produced for and by expert meetings. 


