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1. The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly was held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva from 
7 to 23 May 1974. In accordance with resolution EB53.R53, Dr N. Ramzi, Chairman of the Board, 
and Dr M. U. Henry were elected to represent the Board. 

2. This Assembly was a particularly historic one in that it was the first Assembly to take 
place under the new Director-General, Dr Halfdan Mahler. Thus it was that in presenting his 
report on the work of WHO 1973, Dr Mahler took the opportunity to outline the philosophy which 
would guide him during his tenure of office. He reminded Members that the only objective of 
WHO was "the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health’’. He emphasized 
that WHO was the directing and coordinating authority in international health work but that this 
responsibility entailed the need to maintain dynamic leadership in health matters, the need to 
pioneer in the solution of difficult public health problems and the need to be innovative in 
the face of conventional wisdom. It had become urgent to enter into critical dialogue with 
Member States, to concentrate on programmes rather than projects and to be anticipatory rather 
than retrospective; in the words of the Director-General, WHO'S motto should be "Do not adopt -
adapt". 

3. The new form of programme-oriented budget presentation received universally favourable 
commendation from Members. An effective working budget of US$ 115 240 000 was approved by a 
two-thirds majority. Several speakers remarked that this budget which showed only a 5.92% 
increase over the previous year, would allow for virtually no programme expansion and might 
even necessitate early recourse to supplementary budgeting. 

4. Among the important programme matters which were discussed and on which resolutions were 
passed, mention in particular should be made of the following: 

5. The role of WHO in the development and coordination of biomedical research was studied 
in depth and several delegates stressed the importance of biomedical research for those of 
WHO'S activities aimed at solving public health problems in both the advanced and the developing 
countries and the resolution WHA27.61 adopted on this topic deserves the Board's attention. 

6. Similarly, the Fifth Report on the World Health Situation was subjected to detailed 
examination in the course of which several delegates stressed the importance of making periodic 
evaluations of the world health situation with a view to promoting improvements in that 
situation, and the Assembly adopted resolution WHA27.60 requesting the Executive Board to con-
sider at its fifty-fifth session the question of rationalizing the collection and summarizing 
of information on the health situation in the various countries, including the intervals at 
which the information should be published, provisions for its permanent revision in the light 
of the data obtained, and its relation to other statistical information published by WHO. 

7. In accordance with resolution EB53.R38 of the Executive Board, the various aspects of the 
health education programme were also examined in detail. Delegates expressed unanimous 
agreement that health education should be an integral part of all health programmes and on this 
item the Assembly adopted resolution WHA27.27 to which we would draw the Board's attention. 
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8. The world smallpox situation was accorded very special attention by the Assembly, particu-
larly in view of the advanced stage which the programme has reached. 

9. Particularly close attention was paid to the progress of the antimalaria programme in the 
light of the report of the Director-General and the fact that malaria is reappearing in some 
parts of the world, has never been overcome in others, and remains a disease to whose control 
the highest priority must be assigned. The Assembly adopted resolution WHA27.51 requesting 
the Executive Board to conduct a review in depth of the problem and of the national and inter-
national priorities and to report to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly. Of course, the 
Assembly also examined many other important questions. In nearly all cases, resolutions 
recommended by the Board were adopted without change. Other important resolutions were 
adopted on intensification of research on tropical parasitic diseases, infant nutrition and 
breast-feeding, promotion of national health services, health and the environment, coordination 
and strengthening of leprosy control, prevention of road traffic accidents, quality control of 
BCG vaccines, adequacy of health statistical information, continuing education for physicians, 
health education of children and young people, the WHO expanded programme on immunization, and 
the long-term planning of international cooperation in cancer research. The Board might wish 
to examine these resolutions in detail and to discuss with the Director-General how best to 
give effect to the expressed wishes of the Assembly. 

10. The Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board which considered the position of Members in 
arrears of contributions to such an extent as would invoke Article 7 of the Constitution 
recommended to the Assembly that the voting privileges of a Member should be suspended, if 
that failed to make satisfactory arrangements for liquidation of its arrears. As no response 
had been received from the Member to the Board's cabled communication on the matter the Assembly 
by majority vote suspended the voting privileges of that Member at the Twenty-seventh World 
Health Assembly. 

11. It will be recalled that during the fifty-third session of the Executive Board as a 
result of the introduction for the first time of a programme orientated budget, the inter-
relationship between programme and budget was such that useful discussion of budget implications 
became difficult if not impossible without detailed reference to programme. As a result there 
was much repetition and duplication of the proceedings of the Standing Committee on Admini-
stration and Finance in the meeting of the Executive Board. The Executive Board therefore 
in resolution EB53.R35 recommended that the functions of this committee be assumed by the 
Board as a whole. The Assembly accepted this recommendation. 

12. As regards the Board's organizational studies, the Health Assembly in resolution WHA27.18 
agreed that the Board should continue for another year its study on the ’,interrelationships 
between the central technical services of WHO and programmes of direct assistance to Member 
States", and report to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

13. The Health Assembly also in resolution WHA27.19 endorsed the Board's selected subject 
for the next organizational study entitled "The planning for and impact of extra-budgetary 
resources on WHO'S programme and policyM, and requested the Board to report on this study to 
the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

14. The technical discussions, whose subject for this year was: "The role of the health 
services in preserving or restoring the full effectiveness of the human environment in the 
promotion of health” were conducted with success, a large number of delegates taking part. 
The importance and scope of the subject were unanimously recognized. 

15. The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly admitted the Republic of Guinea-Bissau as a 
Member State and Namibia as an Associate Member. 
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16. Finally, we have pleasure in informing the Board of the many complimentary remarks made 
by the Assembly on the presentation of the reports of the Executive Board and on the work done 
by the Board. The representatives of the Board consider that the Assembly has thereby clearly 
shown the importance it attaches to the Board as the executive arm of the Assembly. 


