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1• Name of organization 

International Union of Biological Sciences (IUBS) 
Union internationale des Sciences Biologiques (UISB) 

2. Address of headquarters 

Permanent Secretariat : 51 Boulevard de Montmorency 

75016 Paris, France 

3. Branch or regional headquarters : none. 

4# Membership 
(a) The membership of IUBS presently involves 39 countries, each adhering through its 
Academy of Science, National Research Council or some similar organization and 57 
scientific international associations, societies or commissions in the various biological 
disciplines. 

(b) The 39 national adhering bodies pay annual dues which 
contribution classes ranging from I (US$ 100) to VI (US$ 20 
effective^international role in contemporary biology. The 
attached. 

(c-1) List of the 39 national adhering organizations : 

are based on a system of 
000) depending on their 
present dues structure is 

Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Cuba 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
German Democratic Republic 

Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Technicas 
Australian Academy of Sciences 
Osterreichisch© Akademie der Wissenschaften 
Académie Royale de Belgique 
Conselho Nacional d© Pesquisas 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
National Research Council 
Academia de Ciencias 
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences 
Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab 
Societas Scientarum Fennica 
Académie des Sciences 
Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 
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Germany, Federal Republic of 
Hong Kong 
Hungary 
India 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Korea 
Monaco 
Morocco 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Norway-
Poland 
Romania 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
United Arab Republic 
United Kingdom 
United States of America 
USSR 
Yugoslavia 

Deutsche Forchunsgemeinschaft 
H.K. Committee for Scientific Coordination 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Indian National Science Academy 
Royal Irish Academy 
National Academy of Sciences and Humanities 
Consiglio Nationale delle Ricerche 
Science Council of Japan 
The National Academy of Sciences of Korea 
Centre Scientifique de Monaco 
Centre Universitaire de Recherche Scientifique 
Koninklijke Nederlandse Academie van Wetenschappen 
The Royal Society of New Zealand 
Det Norske Videnskaps-Academi i Oslo 
Polish Academy of Sciences 
Academy of the Socialist Republic of Rumania 
South African Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas 
Kungliga Vetenskapsakademien 
Société Helvétique des Sciences Naturelles 
Academia Sinica 
Supreme Council for Scientific Research 
The Royal Society 
National Research Council 
Academy of Sciences of the USSR 
Union of Biological Sciences of the S.F.R. of Yugoslavia 

(c-2) List of the 57 scientific members : 

This appears on the attached document "The present structure of IUBS 
Most of the international associations listed are federations of national 
societies. The next General Assembly of IUBS, to be held in Norway from 
1 October 1973, will consider applications for affiliation with IUBS from 

(February 1973)’ 
associations or 
27 September to 
the following： 

International Association of Aerobiology 
International Association of Human Biologists 
International Association of Acridology 
European Society for Comparative Endocrinology 
International Committee for Histochemistry and Cytochemistry 
International Committee on Laboratory Animals 
International Mycological Association 



Society for Invertebrate Pathology 
International Association for Plant Tissue Culture 
International Plant Growth Substances Association 

(d) The only types of membership are the above two: 

national adhering organizations 
scientific members. 

General purposes of the organization 

The aims of IUBS are defined in its statutes : 

(a) to promote the study of Biological Sciences； 

(b) to initiate, facilitate, and coordinate research and other scientific activities 
which demand international cooperation； 

(c) to ensure the discussion and dissemination of the results of cooperative research； 

(d) to promote the organization of international conferences and to assist the publica-
tion of their reports. 

As mankind is confronted with the consequences of increasing population, degradation 
of the environment, inadequate nutrition and a host of other problems that are often 
biological, the IUBS makes special efforts to develop international unity in biology, to 
support and coordinate biological research and to facilitate international communication 
among biologists. 

(a) Primary functions 

The primary function of IUBS is to sponsor and to provide support for its scientific 
members and for their international congresses and symposia, including the publication of 
their proceedings or reports. The international congresses of Zoology, Botany, Micro-
biology, Cell Biology, Limnology, Ornithology, Photobiology, Entomology, Plant Pathology, 
Genetics, Embryology, Arachnology, Horticulture, Parasitology, Radiation Research, and 
Mycology, as well as symposia on such subjects as antactic ecology, theoretical biology, 
dynamics of the neuron, continuous cultivation of micro-organisms, microbiology of 
dehydrated foods, photosynthetic systems, bacterial taxonomy, antibody formation, 
radiation protection, analysis of ecosystems, man-mad© changes in the environment, 
biological control, microbiological standardization, insect pathology, genetic control 
of insects, and tropical production ecology are among the important scientific meetings 
that have been supported by IUBS during the last six years. 

(b) Other functions： 

publication of a Newsletter twice a year; 

publication of the Proceedings of its General Assemblies； 

publication of a Calendar of scientific meetings； 

participation in other international bodies concerned with biological problems. 
These include the United Nations and some of its specialized agencies, other Unions 
in the International Council of Scientific Unions, including the International Unions 
of Physiological Sciences, Biochemistry, Pure and Applied Biophysics, Nutritional 
Sciences and Pharmacology； 



permanent services of IUBS include those on nomenclature in bacteriology, botany, 
virology, zoology, and of cultivated plants; 

IUBS makes special efforts to promote and develop biology in developing countries. 
It is represented in the Committee on Science and Technology in Developing Countries 
(COSTED) and encourages attendance of biologists from these countries to inter-
national scientific meetings. 

Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

IUBS does not advocate any special health measures or procedures and has no 
reservations as to treatment or health procedures. 

8• Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

The President and the Secretary General can speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the purposes of the Union within the limits provided for by the 
decisions of the General Assembly or the Executive Committee. 

IUBS has also officially designated representatives to the following associated 
organizations : CODATA, COSPAR, ICLA, ICSU, MAB, SCIBP, SCOR, SCOPE, COSTED, SCAR, COWAR, 
ICSU-AB and ICSU-CTS. These representatives can speak on matters of mutual interest to 
the two organizations. 

9. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

IUBS scientific members of Ecology, Biological Control, Biological Standardization, 
Microbial Ecology, Bacteriology, Virology, Mycology, Economic and Applied Microbiology, 
Microbiological and Immunological Documentation, Culture Collections, Cell Biology, 
Developmental Biology, Genetics, Radiobiology, Photobiology, Entomology, Parasitology, 
Protozoology, Biometry and Biological Education all have specific interest with the work 
of WHO in the same fields. 

10. Officers 

The officers of the Union are presently the following : 

President 
Past President 
Vice-Presidents 

Secretary General 
Treasurer 

D. S. Farner (Seattle) 
С. H. Waddington (Edinburgh) 
I. Malek (Prague) 
F. A. Stafleu (Utrecht) 
К. Faegri (Bergen) 
K. Egle (Frankfurt a.M) 

A permanent Secretariat was organized as from 1 January 1973 in Paris, France, 
51 Boulevard de Montmorency (area code 75016) which operates under the responsibility of 
the Executive Secretary. The latter and his secretary are the only full-time paid 
personnel of the Union. 

11. Structure 

(a) The General Assembly is the governing body of IUBS. It is constituted by the 
delegations of the national adhering organizations, together with the representatives 
of the scientific components of the Union. 



The Executive Committee, elected by the General Assembly, conducts the affairs of 
the Union. It is responsible for the implementation of the programmes adopted by the 
General Assembly and for promoting the activities of the Union during the intervening 
years. 

Special committees or working groups may be appointed and technical advice from 
experts is often sollicited. 

(b) The General Assembly meets every three years. The last General Assembly of IUBS 
was held in Washington, D.C., United States of America, in October 1970. The 
Proceedings of this General Assembly are attached.^ The next General Assembly will be 
held in Ustaoset, Norway, from 27 September to 1 October 1973. The Secretary General 
consults with the national adhering organization annually in order to enable them to 
participate actively in the work of the Union between the triennial General Assemblies. 
These organizations may, if they wish, send a representative to meetings of the Executive 
Committee. 

The Executive Committee meets at least once a year. The last Executive Committee 
meeting was held in Vienna, Austria, on 20 and 21 October 1972. Its minutes are 
attached.1 A short Executive Committee meeting will precede the next General Assembly 
in Ustaoset on 26 September 1973. The main annual Executive Committee will meet in 
Sofia, Bulgaria, from 12 to 14 November 1973. 

Officers* meetings are convened several times each year as necessary to handle 
urgent affairs, to make preparations for the General Assembly, the Executive Committee 
meetings and to implement decisions of these bodies. The last officers* meeting was 
held in London, England, on 7 July 1973. Its minutes are attached.^ 

(c) Voting procedure. At the General Assembly, on administrative questions, each 
national delegation has one vote； on scientific questions, each national delegation and 
each section represented has one vote. If the votes are equally divided, the President 
has the casting vote. At the Executive Committee meetings, decisions are made by a 
simple majority of the vote cast. In the event of an equal vote, the President has the 
casting vote. Voting will be by secret ballot whenever one third of the members present 
request it. 

(d) Affiliation with other organizations. IUBS is one of the 17 scientific members 
of the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) and is represented on many of 
its inter-union committees (SCOR, SCAR, COSPAR, SCIBP, COWAR, COSTED, CODATA, CTS, SCOPE) 
The collaboration with SCOPE is of particular importance on problems of human environ-
ment ,along with ICSU-CTS on the presentation of biology at all levels in education and 
to all people, and with COSTED in promoting biology in developing countries. The Union 
also collaborates with the Programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB) of UNESCO, with the 
United Nations in the implementation of recommendations of the 1972 Stockholm Conference 
on the human environment and in the preparation of the World Population Year in 1974. 

Finances 

IUBS has available a budget of about US$ 100 000 which, apart from its administra-
tive operational costs is mainly used to support scientific organizations and meetings. 
As a rule, the Union offers loans to major congresses and grants to smaller meetings 
(symposia). During the last six years, IUBS has thus supported 27 international 
congresses and 75 international symposia, with grants or loans ranging from US$ 250 to 
US$ 6000. It also gives grants to some of its divisions, sections and commissions for 
administrative purposes, usually US$ 500 per year. 



The source of income is from the annual dues paid by the national adhering bodies 
and an annual grant from UNESCO through ICSU (the latter amounting to, including an 
ICSU subvention, about US$ 17 000). 

Financial statements of the three years prior to the last General Assembly of IUBS 
are included in the Proceedings (attached)1 of this Assembly (Washington, D.C., October 
1970) from page 57 to 69. 

The financial statements for the past three years will be available after the coming 
General Assembly of IUBS in Ustaoset, Norway, 27 September to 1 October, 1973. 

These statements include the list of congresses, symposia and meetings subsidized by 
the Union. 

13• History 

1919 was the birth date of IUBS because the first statutes were drawn up then and 
the first officers elected. There were six sections, among which one on medical 
sciences, and a subsection on biological oceanography. 

In 1922, it was decided to divide the Union by splitting up the medical sciences, 
leaving sections of general biology, physiology, zoology, botany and applied biology. 
From 1922 to 1939, one of the main IUBS activities was to study the information 
situation in biology and medicine (first attempts made for information storage and 
retrieval). Thus, IUBS may be considered an ancester to WHO. The IUBS proceedings 
of 1925 list around 75 000 titles of publications in biology and medicine. In 1927, 
IUBS started applying itself to the pollution of inland waters and open seas. In 1928, 
IUBS set up an international office of documentation and correlation for the protection 
of nature (starting point of the present International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature). The General Assembly in 1931 (Brussels) was for the first time accompanied 
by a scientific programme (on bacterial growth substances, yeast cultures, auxins and 
the elm disease). During the Eighth Assembly, held in Amsterdam in 1935, the United 
States of America joined IUBS and Elmer D. Merrill (United States of America) was 
elected President for the next period of three years. In fact, this period became 
12 years because of World War II. When the Union convened again in 1947 (Copenhagen) 
many more nations joined; an annual subvention from UNESCO through ICSU strengthened 
the financial position, the international congresses in the various disciplines of 
biology agreed to accept the general sponsorship of IUBS, programmes for symposia and 
various international permanent services were set up. The General Assembly adopted a 
resolution against biological warfare, set up a commission on applied ecology and 
founded what later became the International Organization of Biological Control of Pests, 
at Stockholm, in 1950. In 1953 (Nice) and 1955 (Rome) the Union was restructured, 
emphasis being placed on the role which it should play not only in coordinating 
biological research on the international level but also in stressing the responsibility 
of biologists in general towards society. The Executive Committee of IUBS contributed 
in 1959 (Utrecht) to the beginning of what later developed into the International 
Biological Program (IBP), now placed under the auspices of ICSU. 

The last General Assemblies (Prague 1964, Montreux 1967 and Washington 1970) set 
up the present structure of IUBS, emphasized the study and preservation of the 
biosphere (which includes not only plants and animals but man as well), developed its 
permanent services specially on nomenclatures and education in biology, made special 
efforts to promote biology in developing countries and reinforced collaboration with 
other international organizations and scientific committees. The present request for 
the establishment of official relations with WHO is submitted along these lines. 



14. Activities 

They have been reported in preceding paragraphs. 

15. Publications 

An IUBS Brochure (information pamphlet) 
IUBS Newsletter, twice a year 
Calendar of scientific and administrative meetings, twice yearly 
Proceedings of the General Assemblies, every three years 
Proceedings and reports of scientific programmes or meetings, whenever decided 

by the General Assembly or the Executive Committee 

16. Documentation 

This includes the attached documents : 

Constitution of IUBS 
The Present Structure of IUBS 
Structure of actual dues 
Newsletters Nos. 2 and 3 
Proceedings of the General Assembly, Washington, October 1970 
Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting, Vienna, October 1972 
Minutes of the officers' meeting, London, July 1973 


