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The Executive Board, at its fifty-first^session, was informed, by its Standing 
Committee on Non-governmental Organizations, of the creation of the World Federation 
for Medical Education and of the close working relations existing between the 
Federation and WHO pending consideration of its request for admission into official 
relations by the Executive Board in 1974. 

The attached application for official relations has been received from the 
Federation and is submitted to the members of the Executive Board for their 
consideration. 
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Annex 12, para. 6, Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. No. 206. 



WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION EB53/NGO/2 
15 October 1973 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 
RESTRICTED 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Fifty-third Session 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO1 

1• Name of organization 

World Federation for Medical Education 

Fédération mondiale pour 1‘Enseignement de la Médecine 

2. Address of Headquarters (temporary address) 

The Executive Director 

5920 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, Maryland 20014, USA 

3• Addresses of all branch or regional headquarters 

see under 4. below Membership 

(Constitution, Article III) 

Membership is institutional and of two types, viz. Members and Associate 
Members. 

Members are regional international associations or federations composed of national 
associations of medical schools and medical educators; Associate Members are national 
associations of medical schools and medical educators in those regions (South-east 
Asia and the Western Pacific) that do not yet have a regional international 
association. 

The question of the formation of an Association of Medical Schools in the Western 
Pacific and its admission to the World Federation is on the agenda of the Seminars 
of Deans of the Western Pacific which is being convened in Sydney by the WHO Regional 
Office for the Western Pacific in February 1974. Similar action is presently 
underway in the region of South Asia. 

The present members are: 

Association of Medical Schools in Africa 
Secretary - Professor Ali Koghali 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Khartoum, 
Khartoum, Sudan. 

Association of Medical Schools in the Middle East, 
Secretary - Raif E. Nassif, M.D. 
School of Medicine, American University of Beirut, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 21 August 1973. 



Association for Medical Education in Europe 
Secretary - Stephan Rossner, M.D., 
Konung Gustof V's Forskningsinstitut 
104 01 Stockholm 60, Sweden 

Pan American Federation of Associations of Medical Schools, 
Executive Director - Jose Felix Patino, M.D. 
Carrera 7 No. 29-34, Bogotá, D.E. Colombia. 

Associate members are: 

Association of Philippine Medical Colleges, 
Executive Director - Jose Cuyegkeng, M.D. 
College of Medicine, University of the Philippines, 
Manila, Philippines 

Australasian Association for Medical Education 
Secretary - D. A. Brown, M.D” 
Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 
Sydney, Australia 

Indian Association for the Advancement of Medical Education, 
Executive Director - P. N. Rangiah, M.D., 
11-A, Habibullah Road, Madras 17, India 

Israel Association of Medical Schools 
Secretary - Moshe Prywes, M.D., 
Hebrew University - Hadassah Medical School, 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Japan Society for Medical Education 
President - Daizo Ushiba, M.D., 

School of Medicine, Keio University, Tokyo, Japan 

5• General purpose of the Organization 
The primary functions of the Federation are: 

(a) to facilitate the exchange of information among its members and their 
constituencies through publications, conferences, seminars, consultants, and 
other appropriate means; 

(b) to organize, conduct, or support comparative studies of medical education; 

(c) to organize, conduct, or support programmes aimed at improving the quality of 
medical education; and 

(d) to organize, conduct, or support programmes pertaining to the relationship 
between education in medicine and the health sciences and the provision of 
medical and health care. 

The purposes of the Federation are: 

(a) to provide for full and frequent exchange of information and concepts relevant 
to the advancement of medical education; 



(b) to develop mechanisms for ascertaining the views of medical educators on 
matters of medical education; 

(c) to study matters and problems related to the advancement of medical education 
and the promotion of research; 

(d) to conduct programmes and projects aimed at the strengthening of medical 
education and to foster mutual support of programmes in medical and related 
education; 

(e) to promote joint planning and programmes pertaining to the relation between 
education in health disciplines and the systems of delivery of health care; and 

(f) to provide liaison with corresponding professional associations in different 
parts of the world and with international organizations, particularly the World 
Health Organization and the World Medical Association. 

7• Does the organization advocate any special health measures or proceduTes? 

The World Federation for Medical Education does not advocate any special 
health measures or procedures and has no special reservations as to treatment or 
health procedures. 

8. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Officially designated representatives can speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization. 

9• What specific interest does the organization have with reference to the work of 
the World Health Organization? 

The organization's specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health 
Organization are in medical and related manpower supply, training, education, 
migration, professional standards in medicine and health; delivery of medical care; 
community medicine; family health and related areas; organization of medical and 
health training facilities; etc. 

10. Officers: 

President : Andrés A. Santas, M.D. (Argentina) 
Vice President: Jose Cuyegkeng, M.D. (Philippines) 
Treasurer: Stephan Rossner, M.D. (Sweden) 
Executive Director: Henry van Zile Hyde, M.D. 

Dr. Santas is also President of the Pan American Federation of Associations 
of Medical Schools; Dr. Cuyegkeng, Executive Secretary of the Association óf 
Philippine Medical Schools; Dr Rossner, Secretary of the Association for Medical 
Education in Europe and of the Scandinavian Association of Medical Schools. 

There are no paid officers or staff at present. 

11. Structure 

The Federation still functions through an Interim Commission, pending formal 
ratification of signatures of officers of the Association of Medical Schools in 



Africa or of the Association for Medical Education in Europe. The latter will 
consider the matter at an organizational meeting on 5 November 1973 at the WHO 
Regional Office for Europe in Copenhagen. 

The Federation consists of an Assembly, an Executive Council, and an Executive 
Directorate that shall have the characteristics set out below: 

A. The Assembly 

1• The Assembly shall consist of authorized representatives of Members and Associate 
Members in numbers determined by the participants, but not to exceed the number of 
votes to which they are entitled. (See Article VI.) It constitutes a forum for 
discussion of matters pertaining to medical education. 

2. The Assembly shall have Officers and Councillors; which shall be elected by the 
Assembly from within the membership of the Federation. They are: a President, 
a Vice President, and a Treasurer. In addition, there shall be one Councillor 
chosen from each of the regions other than those represented by the President and 
Vice President. 

(a) Officers shall be installed in office at the closing session of the Assembly in 
which they are elected and shall serve as the officers of both the Executive 
Council and the Assembly for the ensuing four years, or until a successor has 
been elected. 

(b) There shall be a two-term limitation on the holding of any one office, except 
in the case of the Treasurer, who may serve at the will of the Assembly. 

B. The Executive Council 

1. The Executive Council shall consist of the Officers, Councillors, and the immediate 
Past President of the Federation. They shall serve a four-year term. 

2. In order to ensure a firm and continuing relationship with the World Medical 
Association, the Executive Council shall invite a representative of the WMA to 
sit as an ex officio member of the Council. In that capacity, the WMA representative 
is entitled to all the privileges of a Council member, but he may neither vote nor 
hold office. 

3. The Executive Council shall supervise the operation and administration of the 
Federation and consider and approve the programmes and budgets submitted to it by 
the Executive Director. 

4. In case a vacancy shall occur on the Executive Council between regular meetings of 
the Assembly, the Council may designate someone to fill the unexpired term. 

5. The Executive Council shall meet at least once a year and shall act on behalf of 
the Assembly. 

C, The Executive Directorate 

1. The Executive Director shall be the chief professional, administrative, and legal 
officer of the Federation. He shall be elected by the Executive Council for a four-
year term and shall be eligible for re-election, but for no more than three successive 
terms. 



2 « The Executive Director shall serve as ex officio secretary to the Assembly, the 
Executive Council, and all commissions, committees, or conferences convened by 
the Federation. 

3. The Executive Director, as the chief executive officer of the Federation, shall 
organize the Executive Directorate and make appointments. 

12• Finance 

(a) Members and Associate Members shall make annual contributions in amounts 
determined by the Assembly. 

(b) Additional resources of the Federation may, with the approval of the 
Executive Council and in line with overall policies of the Federation, come 
from donations, grants, and other sources. 

(c) The accounts of the Federations shall be subject to annual audit. 

(d) The funds of the Federation shall be used: 

(i) for the costs of programme activities within the budget approved by 
the Assembly; 

(ii) to meet administrative expenses; and 

(iii) for official travel. 

The Federation has arranged with the Association of American Medical Colleges 
(AAMC) to administer its funds and provide administrative support pending 
establishment of a permanent and adequately staffed headquarters. 

13• History 

The President of the Pan American Federation of Associations of Medical Schools 
(PAFAMS), Dr. Amador Neghme, convened a meeting on 22 November 1966 in New Delhi in 
conjunction with the Third World Conference on Medical Education of a representative 
international group of medical educators to discuss the question of organization in the 
field of medical education at the world level. 

Those attending were : 

Amador Neghme 
Arne Marthinsen 
J. J. Guilbert 
Alfonsi Giodano 
Marc Sankale 
Joseph Lutwama 
Ishan Dogramaci 
Moshe Prywes 
Abdul Azziz Sami 
Ambrosio Tangco 
William A. MacDonald 
Ramon Villarreal 
J. F. Patino 
Gabriel Velazquez 
J. J. Lussier 



History (continuation) 

J. J. Fernandez 
Ernani Braga 
Robert C. Berson 
Henry van Zile Hyde 
Harold Margulies 

This group expressed the view that a world federation was desirable in continuing 
the world movement for the advancement of medical education, requested PAFAMS to take 
the initiative in organizing such a federation. 

Action thereafter was focused on the strengthening of existing organizations in 
medical education and the development of such associations where they did not exist. 
This development is reviewed in detail in the document, "International Organization 
for Medical Education," August 1972. 

In light of the progress in development of national and regional organizations, a 
Planning Group for a World Federation for Medical Education was convened in Mainz, 
Federal Republic of Germany, 24-25 April 1972 under a grant from the Josiah Macy, 
Jr. Foundation. 

The participants were: 

Jose Felix Patino, M.D. 
Kurt L. Goldstuecker 
Stephan Rossner, M.D. 
G. L. Monekosso, M.D. 
V. Rama1ingaswamy, M.D. 
A. M. El Hassan, M.D. 
Jose Cuyegkeng, M.D. 
0. K. Harlem, M.D. 
Henry van Zile Hyde, M.D. 
Mrs. Lucille S. Bloch 

The Planning Group prepared a draft constitution and made arrangements for a 
Founding Conference to be held in Copenhagen on 30 September 1972. 

The Founding Conference met under the Chairmanship of Andrés A. Santas, adopted a 
Constitution, approved by-laws, established an Interim Commission and convened a Signing 
Ceremony at which the Constitution was signed with a preamble giving the Interim 
Commission freedom to make any changes that might be necessary to establish its legal 
personality and tax exempt status, without, however, increasing the obligation of 
members. 

The Constitution was signed by representatives of PAFAMS； the Association of Medical 
Schools in the Middle East and, with reservation as to ratification, by representatives 
of the Association of Medical Schools in Africa and the Association for Medical Education 
in Europe. Signing as Associate Members were the Indian Association for the Advancement 
of Medical Education, the Association of Philippine Medical Schools, the Japan Society 
for Medical Education and the Australasian Association for Medical Education. 

The President of the Founding Conference, the Chairman of the Planning Group, the 
Director-General of WHO, the Director of the European Regional Office of WHO, and the 
President of the World Medical Association signed as Chief Witnesses. Some fifty 
eminent medical educators from the Americas, Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia 
signed as Distinguished Witnesses. 



14. Activities 

The Federation has cooperated with the World Medical Association and the 
International Planned Parenthood Federation in the planning of an International 
Conference on the Physician and Population Change to be convened in Stockholm, from 10 
to 13 September 1974. 

The Federation received a grant from the US Agency for International Development 
(AID) for the planning of the above conference and entered into negotiations with AID 
for additional funds for the support of the Conference itself. 

The Federation entered into negotiations with officials of WHO, UNESCO and the 
US National Institutes of Health with regard to cooperation in studies relating to the 
migration of health personnel. 

The Federation Interim Commission, which met on 30 September 1972, will hold its 
second meeting in Munich, from 9 to 11 October 1973. The first meeting of the 
Assembly will be held in Stockholm in September 1974. 

15. Publications 

The Federation has not yet been in a position to institute a publications programme. 

16. Documentation :工 

-Summary Statement 
-Constitution 
-By-laws 
-International Organizations for Medical Education 
-Programme Proposal 
-Establishment of Interim Commission 
-Interim Commission, Report of First 
-Boletin, Federación Panamericana de 

Vol. VIII, No. 4, July 1972 
-The Teaching and Practice of Family 

Schools in Africa, March 1972. 

Meeting 

Asociaciones de Facultades de Medicina, 

Health, published by Association of Medical 

1 Held by the Secretariat. 


