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CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 9 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN said that item 9 of the agenda gave him the opportunity to express publicly 
the feelings he had nursed privately throughout the session : first, his gratitude to all the 
members of the Board, whose understanding and untiring cooperation had facilitated his task； 

secondly, his pleasure at having had the privilege of chairing a session in which each member 
had taken an active part. All items had been thoroughly discussed, and the opinions and 
suggestions that each member had been able to express would, he was sure, be taken into 
consideration by the Director-General. The work had been completed in reasonable time thanks 
to the willing participation of several members in working groups and drafting groups. 

His thanks went particularly to the Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteurs； Dr Taylor's assumption 
of the double task after the departure of Dr Henry deserved special gratitude. The 
contribution of the Secretariat had been invaluable, and the session had been made memorable 
by the début of the Director-General and Deputy Director-General, which had been a magnificent 
success. His thanks also went to the Regional Directors, the Assistant Directors-General, 
and the members of. the Secretariat whose replies to the many questions asked of them had given 
fresh proof of the high technical standards of WHO. Finally, he thanked all those whose work 
behind the scenes had contributed to the smooth production of documents for the session, and 
the interpreters for breaking down language barriers. 

The session had also been memorable for having witnessed the first examination of the 
programme and budget estimates in their new presentation, which had facilitated a more 
interesting debate among the members, who were not financial experts, as it emphasized the 
development of programmes together with their financial implications. The unanimous adoption 
of the resolution on the proposed effective working budget for 1975 must be a source of 
satisfaction for the Director-General and illustrated the excellent spirit that had guided 
the Board. Particular mention should also be made of the resolutions adopted at the session 
on health education, biomedical research, continuing education of physicians, and the future 
of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, and of the decision to continue the 
organizational study, which would influence the future of WHO. 

Taking leave of the participants in the session, he wished to bid farewell to those members 
whose terms of office were expiring. His own experience on the Board had been consummated by 
the unique experience that chairmanship afforded, which constituted an inestimable enrichment 
of his professional life. 

Dr HEMACHUDHA, associating himself with the expressions of thanks and congratulations, said 
that he had found it difficult to conceal his concern at certain reductions in the regular 
programme of the Organization and at the fact that the proposed increase of 6.6% in the budget 
for 1975 over that for 1974 would largely be offset by increases in costs totalling 5.4%. 
The Director-General had given him tranquillizing assurances about hidden sources of assistance, 
however, and he was confident that he would find innovative means of making sure that the 
countries that most needed assistance would get it. He wished him success in defending his 
proposals before the World Health Assembly. 

His own term of office was expiring, and he wished to say that he had learnt so much and 
made many friends while serving on the Board. 

The meeting closed with the customary exchange of courtesies, many members joining 
Professor KOSTRZEWSKI in expressing appreciation of the new leadership of WHO and the way in 
which a progressive attitude was already reflected in the work of the Organization and in the 
spirit of constructive criticism that had prevailed at the Board's session. 

The session closed at 10.45 a.m. 
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