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Introduction 

In accordance with resolution WHA20.521 the Director-General is reporting in this 
document the resolutions and decisions of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and 
the IAEA through October 1972 which have direct implications for national and international 
health programmes or for the work of the Organization and thus require specific consideration 
by the Board. 

Any implications for the Organization of decisions taken by the United Nations General 
Assembly at its twenty-seventh (September-December 1972) session, and by the Economic and 
Social Council during its resumed fifty-third session in November-December 1972, will be 
brought to th© attention of the Executive Board during consideration of this item. 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions， 11th e d ” p. 449. 
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PART I. THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AND THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

1• Colonial countries and peoples and apartheid 

1.1 In accordance with General Assembly resolution 2874 (XXVI), the Secretary-General 
prepared, with the assistance of the specialized agencies and other bodies, and submitted to 
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly a document1 setting forth action subsequent to his earlier 
report on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other institutions of the United Nations 
system. The Organization prepared for inclusion in his report a statement summarizing the 
recommendations presented to the Executive Board at its forty-ninth session by the Director-
General and the Boardf s decision.2 Subsequently the Director-General transmitted, for 
inclusion in the addendum to the report of the Secretary-General, the text of resolution 
WHA25.32 adopted in May 1972 by the Health Assembly. 

1.2 In its report to the fifty-third session of the Economic and Social Council the о 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination� described the manner in which the members of the 
United Nations system had increased their activities in the field of decolonization. These 
activities were undertaken in pursuance of relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, 
including resolutions 2704 (XXV) and 2874 (XXVI), and of the agencies' governing bodies. 
The report referred to the various organizations and included the following paragraph on WHO： 

"The Director-General of WHO, in pursuance of a decision of the World Health 
Assembly, also recently sent a representative to Addis Ababa to consult with OAU on the 
contribution that WHO might make in the health field in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 2704 (XXV), and presented a report on the question to the WHO Executive 
Board (WHO document EB49/2o/Add.1)# At its forty-ninth session, in January 1972, the 
Executive Board concurred with the Director-General1 s recommendations and requested him 
to enter into consultations with OAU and the host governments concerned on detailed 
programmes of health assistance to the populations helped by the national liberation 
movements recognized by OAU (WHO document EB49.R45). The Director-GeneralT s recommenda-
tions included the provision of training of health workers, particularly middle-level 
and auxiliary health personnel, and the strengthening of existing training institutes in 
host countries； the provision of personnel for teaching and rehabilitation services； 

and the provision of fellowships and teaching seminars.и 

The ACC informed the Council of the assistance being provided by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees to refugees from the colonial Territories in Africa with the 
assistance of the organizations of the United Nations system including WHO. The ACC also 
outlined to the Council the view it had previously expressed that the "flow of assistance to 
refugees could be further expanded if, in active co-operation with OAU, the governments of 
the countries of residence were to assign a high priority to development projects carried out 
in co-operation with the organizations of the United Nations system which would be beneficial 
to the refugees". It added that if assistance to refugees, which should include provision 
for their education, training and employment, were to be fully effective it would be desirable 
for them to have an adequate legal status in their country of reception; in particular they 
should be able to obtain residence and work permits from the government concerned as well as 
travel documents with an appropriate "return clause". 

1 Uni ted Nations document A/8647 and Add.l. 
2 

Resolution EB49.R45. 
3 United Nations document e/5133. 
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1.3 In its report the ACC informed the Council that further consultations would be held as 
appropriate between the United Nations Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa 
and the organizations concerned, particularly UNHCR, ILO, UNESCO and WHO, and advised the 
Council that an ad hoc meeting, subsequently held in October 1972, was to be convened with 
OAU participating "to consider arrangements for closer co-operation, preferably on the basis 
of concrete proposals for multidisciplinary action". 

1.4 The President of the Economic and Social Council reported to the Council1 in July on his 
consultations with the Chairman of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. In these consultations the Chairman of the Special Committee had drawn attention 
to the suggestion of ACC referred to in paragraph 1.3 above and the President in agreeing, 
stated that the Council would no doubt wish to take the points raised into account. The two 
presiding officers thought "ECOSOC might consider requesting the Governing Council of UNDP 
to undertake at an early date a review of the proposed agreement" with OAU in consultation 
with that organization. The President1 s report adverted to the need for assistance to the 
liberation movements "including the populations in the liberated areas" in various areas 
including, inter alia, "medical care, particularly maternal and child care, and medical 
supplies". The observation was made that although some agencies had sent special missions to 
consult with OAU "very few concrete measures had so far been taken by the agencies" to meet 
the need. The two presiding officers "were of the view that the executive heads of the 
organizations should be invited to formulate and submit to their respective governing bodies 
or legislative organs, as a matter of priority and with the active co-operation of OAU, 
proposals for concrete programmes of assistance, through OAU or the national liberation 
movements, to the peoples of the Territories particularly those in the liberated areas". 
The President of the Council noted that, "according to the information furnished to CPC, WHO, 
pursuant to a decision taken by its Executive Board, had informed OAU of its readiness to send 
a representative to help the host governments concerned to prepare the necessary requests 
for assistance for submission to UNDP through WHO or OAU； UNDP had previously indicated its 
readiness to consider such requests". The two presiding officers were of the opinion that 
"formulation of the desired programmes of assistance would be greatly facilitated if UNDP 
would assume the financial responsibility for the counterpart obligations normally required 
of the sponsoring governments in respect of projects beneficial to the peoples concerned" and 
expressed the view that "in order to maximize the impact of assistance programmes, an 
integrated approach of multidisciplinary character should be followed". The two presiding 
officers were concerned "that some of the organizations had not yet discontinued all collabora-
tion with the Governments of Portugal and South Africa. In conformity with the relevant 
provisions of resolution 2874 (XXVI), these organizations should sever all links with those 
governments and should refrain from any action which might imply recognition of the legitimacy 
of their colonial domination of the Territories. Furthermore, in their view, the organiza-
tions concerned should not maintain relations with any intergovernmental organizations where 
South Africa and Portugal claimed to represent the Territories under their control". The 
two presiding officers indicated that they hoped to have a further opportunity to consult on 
the implementation of paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution 2874 (XXVI) concerning "the 
participation of representatives of the national liberation movements of the African colonial 
Territories in conferences, seminars and other regional meetings convened by the agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system". The President and Chairman agreed 
that, guided by such decisions as might be taken by the Council, the Special Committee and 
the General Assembly, they should maintain contact with each other on the question of giving 
continued consideration to these matters at sessions of the various bodies in 1973. On the 
basis of this report the Economic and Social Council adopted resolution 1720 (LI II) which 
recommends the observations and suggestions contained in the report of the President of the 
Council, E/5187, "for action, as a matter of urgency, by the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system and requests these organizations to include 

1 United Nations document E/5187. 
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in their respective reports to the Secretary-General called for under the terms of General 
Assembly resolution 2874 (XXVI), information on such action as may be taken or envisaged in 
implementation of the present recommendation". 

1.5 The Director-General is in receipt of five resolutions or decisions of the General 
AssemblyT s Special Committee on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples transmitted to him on behalf of the Secretary-
General, which have since been placed before the General Assembly. The text of the resolution 
adopted by the Special Committee on 23 August 1972, relating to Implementation of the 
Declaration by the specialized agencies and international institutions associated with the 
United Nations, is attached hereto as Annex I# The relevant paragraphs of four other decisions 
of the Special Committee are attached hereto as Annex II. 

1.6 The Director-General will bring to the attention of the Executive Board the relevant 
resolutions in this area adopted by the twenty-seventh session of the General Assembly. 

2. Organization of the work of the Economic and Social Council 

2.1 The Economic and Social Council at its summer session in July 1972 implemented the 
decision it had taken in 1971 and held an Min-depth review" of the analytical reports of two 
agencies, WMO and WHO. The executive heads of both organizations made themselves available 
to the Council Co-ordination Committee, presenting highlights of the organizations* work and 
responding to questions and comments made by members of the Council Committee. In its 
resolution 1728 (LIII) the Council expressed appreciation for the participation of the 
executive heads in its discussions and requested the organizations to take into account the 
comments made during the discussions. The report of the Economic and Social Council to the 
United Nations General Assembly1 declares that it "was generally agreed that the procedure of 
examining a few agency reports in depth, instituted by resolution 1642 (LI), was useful and 
helped the Council in carrying out its co-ordination functions". The report of the Council 
refers specifically to the Director-General's presentation in the following two paragraphs : 

"597. The Director-General of the World Health Organization, introducing the report of 
WHO at the 438th meeting, outlined the organization's structure and explained that it 
was a constitutionally decentralized organization with a large programme of assistance 
to governments. He showed how the various areas of work of WHO had developed and 
expanded, in accordance with priorities set by the World Health Assembly, and described 
the organizational innovations which WHO was introducing to make itself fully responsive 
to the health needs of countries, particularly in the four principal areas of global 
priority, namely, the strengthening of health services, health manpower development, 
disease control (including prevention) and the promotion of environmental health. 

598. Members of the Committee commended the report of WHO and agreed that health was an 
important aspect of the over-all development effort. Questions were raised on a number 
of subjects, including the role of the WHO Headquarters Programme Committee, the 
formulation of work programmes, the implications for WHOf s programmes of the trend 
towards extra-budgetary financing, WHO'S arrangements for co-ordination, criteria followed 
in the implementation of its technical co-operation programme, and co-ordination between 
WHO and the new machinery for the environment. The progress being made in the eradica-
tion of smallpox, malaria and cholera was welcomed. Support was expressed for the 
proposed biennial budget cycle and the move towards programme budgeting. It was also 
suggested that the report might have covered shortcomings and necessary remedies, and 
that WHO should place greater emphasis on its role as an international centre for co-
ordination and the exchange of information on health matters.M 

5 United Nations document e/5133. 
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3, Second United Nations Development Decade 

3.1 The Economic and Social Council and certain of its subsidiary bodies as well as the ACС 
devoted attention during the year to the preparations for the first review and appraisal of the 
International Development Strategy which is to take place in 1973. It was generally accepted 
that the difficulties in obtaining comparable data from governments would necessarily make the 
1973 review a provisional exercise which would facilitate the full mid-Decade review to take 
place in 1975. At its fifty-second session the Council in resolution 1666 (LII) reaffirmed 
the important role of the Commission for Social Development in assisting the Council with 
respect to matters within its competence and invited the Committee for Development Planning 
to utilize the expertise available in the United Nations secretariat in the field of social 
development. The resolution requests the Secretary-General in preparing the 1974 Report on 
the World Social Situation for which the Organization prepares the chapter on health, to 
ensure that the report includes data and analyses that can be used in the mid-Decade review 
and appraisal in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1581 С (L). 

3.2 In June 1972 the newly established Economic and Social Council Committee on Review and 
Appraisal held a four-day organizational session, at which the Organization was represented, 
and reported to the Council its general agreement on the experimental nature of the first 
1973 overall appraisal as well as its views on other aspects of preparation for the mid-Decade 
appraisal. Subsequently, the Council in resolution 1723 (LIII) reaffirmed "the essential 
role and responsibility'1 of the various sectoral and regional bodies of the United Nations 
family "in reviewing the progress made in the implementation of the International Development 
Strategy in their fields of competence". It invited governments, intergovernmental organs 
and all United Nations bodies concerned Mto assist the Committee on Review and Appraisal, in 
order that this Committee may be able to fulfil its responsibilities adequately". 

3.3 The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination in its report to the Economic and Social 
Council1 described the inter-secretariat discussions that had taken place with respect to 
indicators to be used in the review and appraisal and recognized that the list of indicators 
for sectoral reviews would be more detailed than the corresponding sections of a list for 
overall appraisals. 

3.4 The ACC Sub-Coommittee on the United Nations Development Decade met in July 1972 to 
review and harmonize the work under way, within the United Nations system, on the first 
biennial appraisal and to prepare a time-table for the various stages of its consolidation. 
Since developments in the health field are of a slow moving character the WHO contribution to 
this first exercise takes the form of an analysis of the health problems existing in the world 
at the beginning of the Second Development Decade, including the availability of health 
services and health manpower. This will provide base line data for the mid-term appraisal 
planned for 1975. With this in view, arrangements have been made to obtain from governments 
such information as would be pertinent to future appraisals of the progress made in the health 
field as a result of the implementation of the International Development Strategy. These 
data will be collected through regular channels including the questionnaire for the prepara-
tion of the Fifth World Health Situation Report (1969-1972). WHO Country Representatives 
have also been alerted to the need for assisting governments, when so requested, in their 
preparation of information for use in the biennial appraisal exercises. 

3.5 The Director-General is continuing his collaboration with governments in their prepara-
tion for review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy, and is co-operating, 
through the ACC, with the Economic and Social Council and the various organizations comprising 
the United Nations system, in preparation for the first biennial review of progress during the 
Second United Nations Development Decade. 

United Nations document E/5133. 
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4• Reports of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the Administrative Committee 
on Co-ordination 

4.1 The Economic and Social Council adopted resolution 1729 (LIII) entitled ,'Review of 
Activities of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency", which expressed the wish to be assured that the programmes and related projects 
undertaken within the system were responsive, particularly, inter alia, to the goals of the 
International Development Strategy. The resolution recognized that many organizations of 
the system were undertaking "continuing studies of the appropriateness and relevance of 
programmes" and it invited Mthe agencies and programmes concerned in the United Nations system 
to continue to pursue reviews, in any manner which they consider best adapted to their methods 
of work, of programmes and projects under their regular programmes, in particular those that 
were initiated more than 10 years ago, and to include, as appropriate, in the analytical 
summary of their annual reports to the Council the results of those reviews". 

4.2 During the in-depth review of the work of WHO the Director-General informed the Council 
that the Organization was engaged in a constant process of review of the relevance of all 
programme activities. This process will be identified in the course of medium-term 
programming within the framework of the Fifth General Programme of Work and by the new approach 
to the preparation of programme proposals according to the new form of programme and budget 
estimates which lays emphasis on programming by objectives. In addition, the Director-
General 's guidance for the preparation of the programme and budget proposals draws the 
attention of all concerned to the particular importance of reviewing projects of long duration. 
In his analytical report to the July 1973 session of the Council, the Director-General will 
draw attention to such relevant action as had been taken during 1972. 

5, Increase in the production and use of edible protein 

5.1 In the course of the programme review of nutrition at its forty-ninth session the 
Executive Board was informed of developments in relation to the Protein Advisory Group of 
the United Nations system. At its fifty-second session the Economic and Social Council by 
resolution 1675 (LII) recommended that the United Nations including UNIDO become sponsors of 
the PAG and invited them as well as other secretariats concerned to co-operate fully in 
furthering the activities of the PAG. 

5.2 At its fifty-third session the Council by resolution 1719 (LIII) took note of the 
Secretary-General1 s report on the problem of protein malnutrition confronting the developing 
countries^- and the ninth report of ACAST.2 it deferred until its fifty-fifth session, in 
July 1973, further consideration of the question of the establishment of a special protein 
fund but invited the Secretary-General in consultation with the specialized agencies concerned 
and the Administrator of UNDP "to work out in the meantime proposals for the operation and 
administration of a possible special protein fund’,. Discussions of this matter in the 
Council revealed a divergence of views with respect to the principle of establishing still 
more special funds in special areas of work as well as differences concerning the proposed 
fund for protein. 

5.3 The Director-General is continuing to assure active participation in the work of the 
Protein Advisory Group as an advisory group to the United Nations system as a whole, and will 
co-operate with the Secretary-General in connexion with the above-mentioned resolution. 

1 United Nations document E/5156, 
2 / United Nations document E/5131 and Corr.； 
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6, Science and technology 

6.1 Although the Economic and Social Council had established a Standing Committee on Science 
and Technology for Development composed of 54 members, the Committee* s first scheduled 
meeting set for June 1972 was postponed because there had been no agreement in the Council on 
its terms of reference. At its fifty-third session the Council, by resolution 1715 (LIII) 
approved the terms of reference and the Committee will meet for the first time in March 1973 
and biennially thereafter. The terms of reference invite the Committee to co-operate closely, 
inter alia, with the specialized agencies. The Council's resolution affirms that : 

"the Committee on Science and Technology for Development is the main body among the 
subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council to assist the Council in the 
definition of guidelines in the field of science and technology for development in the 
interest of all mankind, and particularly of the peoples of the developing countries". 

The Committee* s functions include the following： 

"Assisting the Economic and Social Council to help the appropriate intergovernmental 
bodies of the United Nations system to plan programmes and activities within the sphere 
of their respective competence in the field of science and technology for 
development" . • . 

"Identifying those multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary, problems in the field of 
science and technology for development which are not at present being dealt with in the 
United Nations system, and recommending measures, as appropriate, for dealing with 
t h e m " . . . 

"Making recommendations to the appropriate bodies in the United Nations system on 
the mobilization of public opinion, especially with regard to the world scientific 
community, in favour of policies and programmes recommended by the Committee and by other 
United Nations organs working in this field" # . . 

"Assisting the Economic and Social Council in co-ordinating the activities within 
the United Nations system in the field of science and technology for development, with a 
view to ensuring the utmost efficiency and co-operation and avoiding duplication" . . # 

"Assessing and making appropriate recommendations on the conclusions of the 
Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to Development, and � 
giving the Advisory Committee such guidance as may be necessary for the implementation 
of the functions of the Committee on Science and Technology for Development". 

6.2 The Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and Technology for Development will 
continue and the Council has expressed appreciation of its readiness to co-operate and co-
ordinate its work with that of the Council1s Committee on Science and Technology for 
Development (resolution 1716 (LIII)). 

6.3 A resolution of the Council, e/rEs/1717 (LIII), addressed itself to the World Plan of 
Action for the Application of Science and Technology to Development prepared by ACAST. The 
preamble to this resolution takes cognizance of the valuable continuing role played by the 
specialized agencies in assisting "all countries in benefiting from the achievements of 
modern science and technology for the acceleration of their economic and social development"• 
The regional economic commissions are requested, in consultation with the specialized agencies 
concerned, to take various steps relating to the specific plans of action being prepared for 
each region "with a view to commending them to the attention of the governments of their 
member and associate member States in formulating national science and technology policies, 
establishing science and technology institutions, promoting research and science and 
technology education, and in formulating requests for aid". 
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6.4 During the year the World Plan of Action was brought to the attention of ministries of 
health through the regional offices and made available to intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations in official relations with WHO. In addition the Organization co-
operated in the preparation of health chapters in the regional plans being prepared by ACAST 
with the assistance of ECA, ECAFE, ECLA and the United Nations Economic and Social Office in 
Beirut (UNESOB). 

6.5 The Director-General is continuing co-operation with ACAST, intends to assure co-
operation with the Council Committee on Science and Technology for Development and to 
participate, through ACC, in the establishment of adequate inter-secretariat arrangements in 
this area. 

7. International university 

7.1 During the year the Organization took part in the continuing consultations on the 
feasibility of establishing an international university. The Secretary-General transmitted 
to the Economic and Social Council at its fifty-third session a report on this matter"*" which 
included the report of the third session of the Panel of Experts on the Establishment of an 
International University constituted in accordance with resolution 2691 (XXV) of the General 
Assembly. 

7.2 Subsequently, the matter was deferred to the resumed fifty-third session of the Council 
and was considered by the Council in September• At that time the Council adopted 
E/RES/l731 (LIII) which recommended that the General Assembly "take a decision on the 
establishment of an international university at its twenty-seventh session" and "take practical 
steps for implementation as soon as possible, including the creation of a founding committee 
composed of a limited number of experts representing major academic, educational and cultural 
trends in the world and charged with drafting the charter of the university". The Council 
emphasized the need for financial support "to be made available through voluntary contributions 
by governmental and non-governmental sources". 

7.3 The Council1 s resolution took note with appreciation of the reports of the Secretary-
General and endorsed the views and recommendations contained therein.^ One of the 
recommendations of the Panel of Experts^- provided that if the General Assembly authorized the 
establishment of a founding committee, "representatives of interested United Nations agencies 
including FAO, ILO and WHO should be invited to participate fully and regularly in the 
committees work,,. 

7.4 The Director-General is awaiting the decision of the General Assembly and will keep the 
Board informed. 

8. Human environment 

8.1 Under resolution WHA25.58 adopted by the Health Assembly the Director-General will report 
to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly on the outcome of the United Nations Conference on 
the Human Environment which took place at Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1972 and its implications 
for the Organization, 

8.2 The Board will wish to know that the Director-General pursued his co-operation with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment and participated 
in the proceedings of the Conference. Six basic papers were prepared as background 
information for the preparation of the position papers and action proposals at the Conference. 
The Organization collaborated with other members of the United Nations system on other papers 
and provided comments and technical inputs on many other documents prepared for the Conference. 

Uni ted Nations document E/5155. 
2 United Nations documents E/5083, E/5155 and Add.I. 
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During the spring the Organization co-operated fully in the arrangements for the Conference 
providing technical expertise as required； a staff member was seconded to serve on the 
Conference secretariat for the meeting in Stockholm. The Director-General in his statement 
to the Conference indicated the primary concerns of.the Organization. 

8.3 The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination at its session in April 1972 considered 
this matter and reported to the Economic and Social Council^- its view of the need "for an 
integrated approach" to problems of the environment and its recognition that "a multi-
disciplinary international approach to environmental questions depends essentially on the 
political will and decisions of Member States". The ACC expressed its view that the United 
Nations system had institutions, experience and machinery which could be adapted to new tasks 
and needs and which would be at the service of the world community to carry out any inter-
governmental decisions resulting from the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment. 

8.4 The Conference adopted a declaration setting forth basic environmental problems and 
principles, and an action plan for the human environment consisting of 109 recommendations. 
Some 22 of the recommendations are of direct concern to WHO while 21 others are of interest. 
The major roles assigned to WHO by the Conference recommendations relate to improving health 
by improving environmental sanitation, monitoring and research on the effects of pollutants, 
monitoring of air and water where there may be a risk to health and study and establishment 
of primary protection standards. WHO was also cited with FAO in respect to problems 
involving food standards and as a member of the Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of 
Marine Pollution (GESAMP). The Conference set forth in a resolution its proposals for 
institutional and financial arrangements. These include a governing council for environmental 
programmes (54 members), an environment secretariat, an environment fund and an environmental 
co-ordinating board to "be established under the auspices and within the framework of the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination".^ 

8.5 The Joint Meetings of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and the Committee 
for Programme and Co-ordination on 29 and 30 June 1972 which took place just prior to the 
fifty-third session of the Council devoted an entire day to consideration of the organizational 
and programme implications of the decisions which had been taken at Stockholm. The report 
of the Joint Meetings^ refers to the statement of the Secretary-General of the Human 
Environment Conference who: 

"pointed out that before the adoption in plenary of the institutional and financial 
recommendations he had felt duty-bound to make a statement intended to stress that, as 
far as the United Nations Secretariat was concerned, there was no doubt whatsoever that 
the ultimate authority for the approval of agency programmes rested, within each agency, 
with the respective governing bodies, and that therefore the functions assigned to any 
United Nations intergovernmental body, and to its secretariat, were to be understood and 
exercized in the context of the principles of collaboration and co-ordination inherent 
to the system, as laid down in the Charter, the constitutions of the agencies and the 
agreements concluded between the United Nations and each of the specialized agencies and 
the IAEA. 

27. He added that the recommendation of the Conference whereby the proposed 
Environmental Co-ordinating Board should be set up within the framework of the ACC 
reflected the need to ensure that co-ordination of environmental matters would be part 
and parcel of the over-all co-ordination of activities and programmes of the system at 
all levels. He noted that it would also be necessary to develop arrangements for co-
ordination with organizations outside the system which perform functions in the field 
of environment. The provision under which the proposed co-ordinating board would report 
annually to the proposed governing council would ensure the existence of close links 
between governments and secretariats in connexion with the formulation and execution of 
environmental programmes". 

United Nations document Е/5133. 
2 United Nations document E/5217, to which was attached A/8783. 
3 United Nations document E/5188. 
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Members of both ACC and СPC welcomed the recommendations on institutional arrangements as "a 
sound basis for the establishment of international machinery in the field of the human 
environment". 

8.6 The Conference concluded too late in June for the Secretary-General to be able under the 
terms of resolution 2850 (XXVI) of the General Assembly to report on the results to the 
Economic and Social Council at its regular fifty-third session in July. Accordingly the 
Economic and Social Council considered this matter at the end of October and took note of the 
report of the Conference and the report of the Secretary-General thereon1 and transmitted them 
to the General Assembly. In a statement to the Council the Secretary-General of the Human 
Environment Conference declared, according to the official report :^ 

"that the preparatory process and the Conference itself had proved the potential of the 
United Nations system for effective and concerted action towards common goals and had 
provided a sound foundation for future work. He stated that the arrangements recommended 
by the Conference, including the concept of central funding, were designed to strengthen 
and rationalize existing links among the elements of the United Nations system and to 
ensure that the resources available for environmental activities would be utilized in 
the most effective manner possible. He recalled having stated at the time the Conference 
adopted its resolution on institutional and financial arrangements, that it was the view 
of the United Nations Secretariat that the ultimate authority for the approval of the 
programmes of each agency rested with its governing body, and that any arrangements for 
international environmental co-operation which might be decided upon would be carried out 
in the spirit of co-operation, co-ordination and concerted action inherent in the United 
Nations system". 

At the time of the preparation of this document all of these matters were under discussion in 
the United Nations General Assembly and a report on the decisions taken by that organ will be 
made available to the Health Assembly. 

8.7 The Director-General indicated to the Conference itself, to the Joint Meetings and to 
the Economic and Social Council his intention to continue his full and active collaboration 
in achieving the goals of the Conference and in implementing those recommendations which fall 
within the area of responsibility of the World Health Organization. Action will be taken to 
review the recommendations of the Conference in the light of the decisions of the United 
Nations General Assembly. A full report is being prepared for the Twenty-sixth World Health 
Assembly in compliance with WHA25.58. 

9. Natural disasters and other emergency situations 

9.1 The Executive Board was informed last year of the decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council under which the Secretary-General was requested to designate a Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator. The Co-ordinator‘s Office was established in Geneva from March 1972 and since 
that time effective working relationships have been developed between the Organization and 
the Office. 

9.2 At its fifty-third session the Economic and Social Council adopted two resolutions 
relating to specific emergency situations. The first, E/RES/1704 (LIII), related to the 
natural disaster in the Philippines. It requested various agencies including, inter alia， 

WHO "to devote the largest possible volume of resources, within their respective programmes, 
to meeting, in liaison with the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, assistance requests from the 
Government of the Philippines relating to reconstruction work contemplated in its initial 
emergency programme". 

United Nations document E/5217, to which was attached A/8783. 
2 United Nations document A/8703/Add.1 (Part II). 
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9.3 In response to requests received from the Government of the Philippines directly and 
through the United Nations, the Director-General arranged for full collaboration with the 
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in meeting emergency health needs created by the floods which 
affected some 2.2 million people. Co-ordination was assured in Geneva by the Office of the 
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and in Manila through the Resident Representative of the UNDP, 
headquarters and Regional Office personnel participated with the Government in the assessment 
of needs and assistance was given in purchasing and dispatch of medical supplies, 

9.4 By resolution 1705 (LIII) the Council urged, inter alia, the specialized agencies to 
provide assistance for the voluntary repatriation, rehabilitation and resettlement of Sudanese 
refugees and displaced persons returning to southern Sudan and requested that a progress report 
on the assistance provided by all concerned be transmitted to the Economic and Social Council 
at its fifty-fourth session in April 1973 by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
who has been designated as focal point for this inter-agency effort. 

9.5 WHO received requests from the Government through the focal point to provide the urgently 
needed medical supplies. The High Commissioner reported to his Executive Committee that as 
of 5 October $ 250 000 had already been transferred to WHO for this purpose and that $ 250 000 
would be transferred to WHO for further procurement of medical supplies as required. 

9.6 The Director-General has arranged for participation of the Organization in the co-
ordination arrangements established through the focal point and for the provision of advice 
and assistance in health matters related to the process of resettlements 

10. Drug dependence 

10.1 In June 1972 the Economic and Social Council took note of the Report of the Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs, whose membership it enlarged from 24 to 30, and adopted nine related 
resolutions. 

10.2 By resolution 1657 (LII) on the problem of khat, which is not covered by the schedules 
annexed to international conventions on narcotic drugs or by the Convention on Psychotropic 
Substances, the Council recommended that WHO "advance the studies it has already made with 
regard to the analysis of the active substances in the khat leaves, their pharmacological 
action, their effect on users from the socio-medical aspects, and patterns of use" and 
invited the Organization to communicate the results of its studies to the Council, through the 
Commission, as early as possible. In this connexion the Director-General has arranged for 
publication of a review article on "Medical aspects of the chewing of khat leaves" summarizing 
the available literature.1 A grant has been made by the Organization for a preliminary field 
investigation to explore the feasibility of carrying out a definitive study on the prevalence, 
patterns of use, and other factors associated with khat chewing in one country. Further 
action will then be considered, in со-operation with the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse 
Control, depending on the results of the feasibility study. 

10.3 The Council took note that 36 States had, as of spring 1972, signed the Convention on 
Psychotropic Substances and that six had ratified or acceded to it. By resolution 1658 (LII) 
it urged governments which had not already done so to initiate the necessary procedures. 

10.4 The Council adopted resolution 1659 (LII) entitled "Abuse of cannabis and multiple drug 
abuse: need to ensure strict control and to continue medical and social research". The 
preamble of the resolution considered ,’. • . that, in addition to the great dangers of cannabis 
use as such, it has been demonstrated, in a number of scientific studies, notably that there 
is a positive correlation between the use, at least on an experimental basis, of other narcotic 
drugs, and that, in certain countries, the consumption of cannabis greatly increases the 

1 Bull, Wld Hlth Org,, 1972, £7 (1), pp. 21-29. 
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danger of being led into the use of hallucinogens and other drugs" and M. # # that further 
scientific, medical and social research should be conducted in order to arrive at a better 
understanding of the aetiology of drug abuse and thus to ensure effective prevention and to 
improve treatment". The resolution invited the Secretary-General, the World Health 
Organization and all competent institutions "to co-ordinate and promote research on cannabis 
and to concentrate in particular on the problem of multiple drug abuse". The resolution 
regretted that unfounded statements were being spread to the effect that cannabis was not a 
dangerous substance. 

In response to a request of the Director-General, the Fund has made a grant to the 
Organization to study the effects on man of the long-term use of cannabis. Negotiations are 
taking place with respect to initiating a pilot study in one country. Should this study 
indicate the usefulness of a more definitive study, additional financial resources will be 
sought. 

In response to resolutions of the last three World Health Assemblies,1 WHO has developed 
plans for an expanded programme in the field of drug dependence which is presently under con-
sideration . The United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control has already approved in principle 
a research and reporting programme on the epidemiology of drug dependence. The new programme 
when implemented in the coming two years will facilitate the collection of existing and new 
data on the natural history of drug dependence of various types (e.g. cannabis, opiate, 
stimulants, sedatives and hallucinogens), thus helping to clarify the relationships involved 
in the simultaneous or sequential use by one person of different types of dependence-producing 
drugs. 

10.5 The Council examined the report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the 
United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse C o n t r o l ^ and by resolution 1664 (LII) endorsed the work 
which the Fund has u n d e r t a k e n . ^ The Council called upon the Secretary-General "in co-operation 
with the appropriate specialized agencies, urgently to develop detailed plans for specific 
Fund projects which might be undertaken during the next two to four years and for which 
additional funds may be solicited". Progress made by the Fund is to be reported to the 
Council at its fifty-fourth (spring 1973) session through the Commission on Narcotic Drugs. 

10.6 The co-ordination arrangements in respect to drug abuse were considered by the ACC at 
its meeting in the spring of 1972 and in its report to the Economic and Social Council at its 
fifty-third session^ the ACC considered that the creation of the United Nations Fund for Drug 
Abuse Control would assist in reducing the problems associated with drug abuse and "would 
increase the capability of the United Nations system towards that end". The ACC was aware 
that "the successful planning, implementation and appraisal of international programmes to 
deal with drug dependence require the full collaboration of the international organizations 
concerned". Because of the complexity of the field and the need for many organizations of 
the United Nations system "to bring to bear their special skills in a fully co-ordinated 
effort to reduce drug dependence", the ACC decided to convene an ad hoc inter-agency group, 
which met in the summer of 1972, to improve the arrangements for inter-agency co-operation and 
to review projects of inter-agency concern to be considered by the Fund. The ACC informed 
the Council that it was encouraging regular exchange of information between the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies concerned. 

Resolutions WHA23.42, WHA24.57 and WHA25.62. 
2 , Uni ted Nations document E/5104. 
3 , The Executive Board was informed of the establishment of the Fund in document EB49/10. 
4 / United Nations document E/5133. 
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10.7 The Director-General is continuing to assure co-operation with the Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs, the United Nations Narcotics Division, the International Narcotics Control 
Board and other organizations concerned with various aspects of the problem of drug dependence. 
Close working relations have been developed with the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse 
Control, directly as well as through the ACC, and these will be pursued. 

11. Least developed among the developing countries 

11.1 After the General Assembly's adoption of resolution 2768 (XXVI) relating to identifica-
tion of the least developed among the developing countries, this problem was considered by 
UNCTAD III at its meeting in Santiago, the UNDP Governing Council at its fourteenth session 
in June 1972 and the fifty-third session of the Economic and Social Council in July 1972. 
UNCTAD and the Economic and Social Council are particularly concerned with the question of 
identification of the least developed countries• There is agreement that for the present the 
list of 25 so-called "hard-core" countries established by the Committee for Development 
Planning should remain in existence while reviews of the criteria in both general and sectoral 
terms should be continued. 

11.2 At its fifty-third session the Economic and Social Council adopted E/RES/1710 (LIII) 
which noted with appreciation resolution 62 (III) adopted by UNCTAD and called upon developed 
countries and multilateral institutions and agencies to respond favourably to the UNCTAD 
resolution which covered, inter alia, the establishment of institutional arrangements for the 
implementation of special measures in favour of the least developed countries. In its 
resolution 1726 (LIII) the Council requested the Committee for Development Planning, which is 
to meet next in April 1973, to review the matter with a view to making recommendations to the 
Council at its fifty-fifth (July 1973) session on any modification that may appear necessary 
in the list of "hard-core" least developed countries. 

11.3 The Director-General intends to keep this matter under review and will report further 
as appropriate. 

12• Natural resources 

12.1 The Economic and Social Council reviewed at its fifty-second session the report of 
the second session of the Committee on Natural Resources which took place in February 1972 in 
Nairobi and in resolution 1673 (LI I) considered, inter alia, the problem of co-ordination of 
programmes in the field of mineral, water and energy resources development. Part С of the 
resolution invited the Secretary-General "to prepare a concise report covering the outlines of 
the work programme and the sphere of competence of the organizations and agencies of the 
United Nations system in the field of mineral, water and energy resources development, together 
with the views of those organizations and agencies on the most rational division of responsi-
bilities between them in these fields". It further invited the Secretary-General "in con-
sultation with the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, to draw up proposals as to the 
most advisable measures to co-ordinate the formulation and implementation of the programmes 
of the organs, organizations and agencies of the United Nations system in the field of water, 
mineral and energy resources development, which would define the competence and sphere of 
activities of those organizations". The Council requested that these reports, after con-
sideration at the third session of the Committee on Natural Resources (New Delhi, February 
1973) be later presented for consideration by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 
and the Economic and Social Council. 

12.2 In its annual report to the Council1 the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 
referred to the resolutions put before the Council by the Committee on Natural Resources 
which constituted the basis of the resolution referred to above. The ACC informed the 
Council it had been agreed the Secretary-General would prepare and circulate to the agencies 

1 United Nations document E/5133. 
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• 

and organizations of the system an outline of the report to which the agencies would contribute 
in order to enable the Committee and the Council to have available a thoroughly documented • 
picture of the existing areas of activity and distribution of responsibility within the 
United Nations system. 

12.3 In resolution 1728 A (LIII) the Council decided "that the system-wide study on pro-
grammes and spheres of competence in the field of natural resources being prepared, in 
accordance with Council resolution 1673 С (LII) of 2 June 1972, for submission to the Committee 
on Natural Resources at its third session and the Council at its fifty-fourth session will 
serve as the in-depth sectoral study called for in paragraph 4 of Council resolution 1643 (LI)". 

12.4 Pursuant to arrangements made by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, the 
Director-General has taken steps to participate fully in the preparation of the above-mentioned 
in-depth study, particularly with respect to the elaboration of sections of the study relating 
to health aspects of water resources development and use. He is arranging for participation 
of the Organization in the forthcoming meeting of the Committee on Natural Resources and will 
bring to the attention of the Health Assembly any matters which may flow from the action of 
the Economic and Social Council on the report of the third session of the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

13. Population 

13.1 At its fifty-second session the Economic and Social Council adopted resolution 1672 (LII) 
on population and development. The resolution has four separate parts, the first of which, 
inter alia, calls on Member States to give further support to the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities. Part A of the resolution also called upon "relevant United Nations 
bodies" in their review and appraisal of the Second United Nations Development Decade "to 
give special attention to demographic, social and economic measures conducive to the achieve-
ment of the goal s of the Decade". The Secretary-General was requested "to assist, upon 
request and in collaboration with the United Nations agencies concerned" Member States "in 
population activities relevant to the biennial review and appraisal". 

13.2 Part В of resolution 1672 (LII) endorsed in principle the draft programme and arrange-
ments for the World Population Conference, 1974, as approved by the Population Commission and 
designated the Population Commission to serve as the intergovernmental preparatory committee 
for the Conference and for World Population Year. The Commission was requested to report to 
the Council at its resumed fifty-third session on decisions taken at its special meeting in 
August 1972. Part В of the resolution also requested the Secretary-General to designate a 
Secretary-General for the Conference and the Year. Subsequently, Mr A. Carrillo-Flores 
(Mexico) was designated and under the terms of the resolution is to draw, inter alia, upon 
the expertise and competence of the United Nations system. By the same resolution the 
Executive Director of the UNFPA was designated as responsible for preparations for the World 
Population Year and requested to work closely, inter alia, with the specialized agencies, 

13.3 In Part С of resolution 1672 (LI I) the Council approved the proposed programme of 
measures and activities for World Population Year, 1974, as recommended by the Population 
Commission and requested the Secretary-General "and the United Nations agencies concerned to 
render, upon request, all possible assistance to Member States to enable them to participate 
fully in accordance with their own policies in the activities of the World Population 
Year • • 

13.4 In Part D of the resolution the Council endorsed the five- and two-year work programmes 
recommended by the Population Commission and invited 'the United Nations agencies to develop 
further co-ordination and collaboration, in order to support population activities and the 
implementation of population programmes requested by governments". The Secretary-General 
was requested, inter alia, "to develop, in co-operation with the United Nations agencies 
concerned, appropriate measures needed to accelerate the review of requests for technical 
co-operation and implementation of technical assistance projects". 
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¿3.5 The Board will also recall that the Secretary-General under General Assembly 
resolution 2815 (XXVI) is requested to present his recommendations on the work of UNFPA to the 
General Assembly at its twenty-seventh session. His report was not expected to be available 
until some time in November and action taken thereon by the General Assembly will be brought 
to the attention of the Executive Board. 

13,6 The ACC informed the Council^ that it expected to complete in 1973 a review of inter-
secretariat co-ordination in this area. The ACC outlined guidelines to meet the needs of the 
increasing number of developing countries which wished to extend family planning services to 
reach progressively a greater part of their population. These guidelines indicated, inter 
alia， that "the general health services, in particular maternal and child health services, 
should remain the principal channel for the delivery of family planning services" but it was 
essential for the countries concerned to consider all available means for support and pro-
motion of such activities. 

13.7 The Director-General is co-operating in the arrangements for the World Population 
Conference and Year in accordance with the principles established by the World Health Assembly. 
The Organization has undertaken to prepare for the World Population Conference three back-
ground papers on: 

(i) Health Aspects of Population Trends and Prospects； 

(ii) Role of Family Planning Services in Health Programmes； and 

(iii) Research on Biomedical Aspects of Fertility Regulation and on Operational Aspects 
of Family Planning Programmes. 

In addition, several pre-conference seminars are being planned. 

13.8 The Director-General, in accordance with the principles established by the Health 
Assembly, is also co-operating with the United Nations Population Division, the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities, the other agencies of the United Nations system, the regional 
economic commissions and appropriate non-governmental organizations with a view to ensuring 
that proper attention is devoted to health aspects of population matters. 

14. Containerization 

14.1 During its fifty-third session in July, the Economic and Social Council completed 
arrangements for the United Nations/lMCO Conference on International Container Traffic 
scheduled to be held in Geneva for three weeks from 13 November 1972. It approved, in 
E/RES/1725 (LIII), the provisional agenda for the Conference which referred, inter alia, to 
the health aspects of containerization. The agenda provided that this sub-item could be 
subsumed by the Conference under its discussion of item 9 covering customs questions which 
included consideration with a view to the completion of the revision of the Customs Convention 
on Containers of 1956, 

14.2 The Director-General provided representation of the Organization at the Conference and 
has made provision for technical advice on health matters in connexion with conference planning. 
He will continue to pursue this matter in the light of the Conference decisions. 

15. Inter-Organization Board for Infornaition Systems and Related Activities (IOB) 

15.1 The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination reported in some detail to the Economic 
and Social Council1 on the work of the Inter-Organization Board for Information Systems and 
Related Activities, constituted by the ACC pursuant to resolution 2741 (XXV) of the General 

1 United Nations document E/5133. 
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Assembly. The terms of reference of the IOB were brought to the attention of the Executive 
Board at its forty-ninth session,1 and the Board took note with satisfaction of the Report.^ 

15.2 In the course of 1972 the IOB had prepared a tentative long-term proposal for arriving 
at a common system for management information on programme activities related to economic and 
social development. Within the framework of this long-term plan it has identified the element 
of common interest to most agencies - documentation on development projects - and at this 
stage is restricting its feasibility study to this element. Broad emphasis is placed therein 
on project identification, objectives, and progress milestones. 

15.3 In connexion with the feasibility study referred to above preliminary work has begun as 
a collaborative effort between WHO and IOB. Various approaches are being studied concerning 
the development of a project identification register which constitutes the beginning of the 
feasibility study. The WHO project information files are being analysed with the aims of 
establishing common elements of information for project identification and description, of 
elaborating a project identification and description system and of testing the utility of such 
a system for the United Nations system of organizations. The work programme of IOB for 1973 
will include a number of activities such as the preparation of basic definitions used in the 
United Nations system and basic items of information required for description of a development 
project for management purposes. Working parties established within IOB have been examining 
the handling of documentation, the use of network analysis and project execution, statistical 
matters, and recruitment and personnel information systems. 

15.4 The ACC has decided to examine regularly at its sessions the work undertaken and pro-
gress achieved by IOB. At its session in October it approved the work programme for 1973 
including the provision of a total of $ 75 000 additional resources for the work of the IOB 
in 1973 over and above the already approved regular budget of $ 195 000. The ACC approval 
was granted subject to a further review of the budgetary needs for this work programme at the 
February 1973 session of the IOB. ACC also authorized the IOB to accept funds from outside 
sources subject to the criteria set out by IOB and endorsed the Board's decision to accept a 
grant of $ 60 000 ($ 50 000 of it for 1973) from a government. The criteria referred to are, 
namely, that contributions from outside sources would only be accepted for, and applied to, 
specific projects within the approved IOB work programme and that such contributions should 
not include conditions which would lead to continuing resource commitments on the part of the 
agencies without their specific consent. The ACC further recommended that the IOB should, 
develop a long-term plan, bearing in mind the funds likely to be available, so that the 
governments could be aware of the implications of the actions which were being taken and be 
in a position to decide how extensive an information system they wished to authorize. It was 
suggested that the agencies should be asked what their requirements would be over several 
years so that this long-term plan could be evolved in the light of the priority needs of pro-
gramme formulation as well as the likely available resources. 

15.5 The Director-General considers the IOB work plan for 1973 to be realistic. He has 
informed the ACC and through it the IOB that, in view of its concern for co-ordinated action 
in the field of project documentation, WHO, apart from its share of the IOB regular budget, is 
prepared to bear its share of the balance of the amount required by IOB (i.e. $ 75 000) in 
accordance with the CCAQ cost sharing formula under which the WHO additional contribution 
would be approximately $ 10 000. In addition, the Director-General has agreed to contribute 
about one year of professional staff time for the joint study of project identification and 
description. In connexion with the recommendation of ACC regarding the development of a 
long-term plan, the Director-General, while agreeing to the usefulness of long-term perspec-
tives, considers that this is a matter of great complexity, with broad implications, which 
requires further study. It is his intention to keep this question under continuing review 

Document EB49/29, Annex. 

Resolution EB49.R41. 
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before making further recommendations on the implementation of any long-term plan and will 
keep the Board informed. 

16. Women 

16.1 In resolution 1685 (LII) the Economic and Social Council addressed itself to activities 
of agencies within the United Nations system of special concern to women, referring directly 
to WHO, ILO, FAO and UNESCO, as well as to UNICEF and UNDP. The resolution expressed the 
hope that the Secretary-General would invite the executive heads of these organizations "to 
continue to recommend to member States increased participation of women in activities within 
the competence of their agencies and to ensure that women are present in all sectors of their 
secretariats". The same resolution also requested the executive heads to keep the Commission 
on the Status of Women informed of the extent, in numbers and proportion, of the participation 
of women at the general conferences and various meetings and conferences organized within the 
mentioned agencies. 

16.2 The Council also adopted in resolution 1676 (LII) a draft resolution for the General 
Assembly which related to the employment of women in senior and other professional posts by 
the secretariats of organizations in the United Nations system, which, inter alia, would urge 
the organizations of the United Nations system ,,to take or continue to take appropriate 
measures, including more extensive publicizing of the right of individuals personally to apply 
for vacant positions to ensure equal opportunities for the employment of qualified women of 
the senior and professional levels and in policy-making positions'*. The decision of the 
General Assembly will be subsequently brought to the attention of the Board. 

16.3 In pursuance of General Assembly resolutions, the Director-General has continued to 
provide information to the Secretary-General on the employment of women in senior and other 
professional positions by WHO. 

16.4 The Council in resolution 1684 (LII) on the integration of women 
development requested, inter alia, the specialized agencies to take its 
this matter into account in the programming and allocation of technical 

at all levels of 
recommendations on 
assistance. 
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PART II. THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME, 
THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND, THE WORLD 

FOOD PROGRAMME, AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN THE 
INDIA-PAKISTAN SUBCONTINENT 

17. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

17.1 On the basis of the Consensus, 1972 was the first year in which the merger of the former 
EPTA and SF components of the UNDP programme became operational. Thus the UNDP Governing 
Council reviewed and approved a series of country programmes submitted to it by the Adminis-
trator at the thirteenth session held in New York in January and at the fourteenth session in 
Geneva in June 1972. The Council stressed specifically that such action was within the limits 
of the approved Indicative Planning Figure (IPF) for each country and for the duration of the 
respective programme periods. New projects approved for 1972 bring the total of large-scale 
projects for which WHO is the Executing Agency, to 71 with an approximate cumulative UNDP 
contribution of $ 60 million. 

17.2 At its January session the Council expressed appreciation of the agencies1 efforts, 
pursuant to the Economic and Social Council resolution 1530 (XLIX) of July 1970, in restruc-
turing their services to meet the needs of country programming exercises and recognized that 
time had been a serious limitation in the preparation of country briefs, background documents 
and comments. Regarding future procedures, it was felt by several members, that a more 
uniform presentation of country programmes was desirable while still allowing for some variety. 
The Council also debated the question of the approval of country projects themselves and 
authorized the Administrator, and through him the Resident Representatives of UNDP, to apply 
over the next two years the same procedures to countries which had not yet submitted country 
programmes as to those which had. The Council, however, reserved for itself the right to 
examine and approve projects which: (a) would break new ground or involve advanced technology； 

(b) which had important policy implications or political aspects and (c) would involve sub-
stantial continuing commitments. 

The question of agency overhead costs was also discussed and practically all members 
expressed serious concern about the suggested level of such costs as a proportion of the 
overall programme estimates. Misgivings were voiced with regard to the proposed increase of 
reimbursements to agencies to 14% projected for the period 1973-1977 and also to the request 
made by five agencies (including WHO) for supplementary overhead payments in 1972 which were, 
however, approved. The level of overhead cost reimbursements is to be reviewed at one of 
the forthcoming sessions of the Council. 

17.3 At both sessions of the Council considerable attention was given to the problem of 
additional assistance to the least developed countries. The debate in June was also 
influenced by the recommendation adopted one month before by UNCTAD^ and the Council finally 
took a decision involving a total of $ 55.8 million of additional resources for the period 
1972-1976 for special measures in favour of the already identified 25 least developed countries 
as well as for other countries which may be added to the list. Cut of this amount, only 
$ 25.8 million (including $ 3 million to be obtained from savings of overhead cost reimbursement 
to the agencies) could be considered as being in hand, the remaining $ 30 million being expected 
in the form of additional contributions during the remainder of the 1972-1976 programme cycle. 

Attention was also given by the Council to the review of criteria in calculating 
Indicative Planning Figures but no firm decision was arrived at. A suggestion was, however, 
made that at least 25% of the total available resources should be made available to the least 
developed countries. The discussion centred around the question as to whether IPFs should 
be conceived as reasonably fixed amounts relating to a set period (block IPFs) or as 

See paragraph 11. hereof. 
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projections recalculated annually and automatically applicable to the subsequent five-year 
period (rolling IPFs). Further consideration of this question was deferred to the sixteenth 
session. As an interim measure the Council decided that for planning purposes, whenever a 
country programme extended beyond the approved period, the imputed annual resources beyond 
1976 should be the same as the average annual resources within the approved cycle. A number 
of recommendations were also made on criteria to be adopted in drawing up future country 
programmes. 

17.4 For the first time regional meetings of Resident Representatives were held in Bangkok 
for Asia, in Addis Ababa for Africa, in Santiago for Latin America and the Caribbean and in 
Cyprus for Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean； WHO sent representatives to each of these 
meetings. 

17.5 A complete review of the programme and procedures for inter-country and inter-regional 
projects has been undertaken by UNDP. Lists of proposals received by UNDP from all the 
agencies have been submitted to governments to ascertain their relative interest and on the 
basis of the replies received only a limited number of WHO projects have been retained for 
implementation in 1973. 

17.6 The Inter-Agency Consultative Board and its Programme Working Group met in London in 
April and in New York in October 1972. It was agreed at these meetings that the lack of 
time in country programming exercises had been the greatest difficulty encountered and 
suggestions were made to advance the exercises due for submission to the Council sessions in 
1973 and 1974. The importance of agency briefs and of sectoral studies in relation to 
background document preparation was stressed and it was indicated that whenever necessary 
such studies should be undertaken by the agencies in advance of the country programming 
exercise itself, if necessary at their own initiative. Reference was also made to the need 
for clear indication of all contributions provided by other bodies of the United Nations System, 
including the World Food Programme, UNFPA, UNICEF etc. as well as of bilateral assistance, when 
such information could be obtained» Agencies were encouraged to move ahead with preparation 
of project documents as soon as country programmes had identified priority areas for UNDP 
support and to undertake implementation of projects as soon as approval was received. 

17.7 In reviewing past experience, stress was laid on the difficulties which had arisen 
with regard to the evaluation of ongoing activities and the need for stricter review. The 
agencies were unanimous in advocating a greater degree of direct participation in any 
evaluation of ongoing activities undertaken by UNDP and governments. Criteria for ongoing 
projects were also outlined and procedures considered for periodical reviews of country 
programmes. Other procedural matters relating to inter-country programming, to the 
designation of executing responsibilities for projects, to the need for special arrangements 
to adapt agencies' structures to the requirements arising out of the Consensus and to the 
selection of project managers, sub-contractors and to the recruitment of project personnel 
were also reviewed. 

17.8 The Economic and Social Council in resolution 1712 (LIII) took note of the reports of 
the Governing Council on its thirteenth and fourteenth sessions. 

18. United Nations ChildrenTs Fund (UNICEF) 

18.1 At the April/May 1972 session of its Executive Board UNICEF approved commitments in 
the field of health for a total of $ 19.8 million, e.g. 42.9% of total commitments of 
$ 46.1 million for programme activities and in addition $ 4.9 million for nutrition (10.7%), 
$ 3.0 million for family and child welfare (6.5%), $ 9.9 million (21.6%) for education and 
other programme commitments of $ 4.5 million (9.6%). Furthermore $ 4 million (8.7% of total 
commitments) were set aside for emergency aid assistance programmes. In the debate on health 
the discussion centred on maternal and child health and reference was repeatedly made to the 
need for developing and strengthening basic health services as a pre-requisite for these 
activities. Stress was also laid on the need to find new means for extending basic health 
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coverage to the most peripheral areas not yet reached by organized health services. The 
training of auxiliary health workers, community mobilization, improvement of sanitation, 
provision of simple preventive measures were indicated as ways towards solving this problem. 

18.2 The report of the nineteenth session of the UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on Health 
Policy, on which the WHO Executive Board has passed resolution EB50.RIO, was also examined 
and approved by the UNICEF Executive Board. 

18.3 The Economic and Social Council, after considering the report of the Executive Board 
of UNICEF on the session held in New York in April-May 1972, passed resolution 1709 (LIII) 
commenting on several aspects of the FundT s activities. While expressing concern over the 
large and growing needs of children in the developing countries, the Council welcomed the 
studies being carried out by UNICEF with a view to elaborating more effective approaches 
towards meeting these needs and noted with satisfaction the gradually increasing volume of 
material aid being provided by the Fund in the form of equipment and supplies as well as funds 
for the training of personnel in the developing countries. It commended the continued efforts 
undertaken by the Executive Board to review the Fund's assistance policies and establish new 
guidelines where required. In particular it noted the action taken in this regard in 1972 
in association with UNESCO in the field of education, calling for greater concentration on 
primary education of children of primary school age, including girls, and young adolescents, 
particularly in rural areas and urban slums and in the least developed countries. It also 
noted the initiatives to support long-term supplementary feeding schemes taken in response to 
the recommendations of the Panel of Experts on the Protein Problem Confronting Developing 
Countries^" appointed by the Secretary General in pursuance of General Assembly Resolution 
2684 (XXV). 

18.4 Resolution 1709 (LIII) further welcomed UNICEF1s contribution to the Second Development 
Decade, its co-operation with the technical and other organizations of the United Nations 
system and its increasing participation in country programming exercises undertaken by UNDP 
with governments and the agencies. It commended "the prompt and considerable assistance" 
provided by the Fund in emergency situations and the close co-operation maintained in this 
work with the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, other members of the UN system and non-governmental 
organizations. Finally, the Council, after endorsing UNICEF's policies and commending its 
work, asked the Fund to continue and expand its assistance in favour of the younger generation 
and repeated its appeal to governments and other donors to further increase their contributions 
to achieve by 1975 the target figure of $ 100 million for UNICEF. 

18.5 Members of the WHO staff have actively participated in the UNICEF Programme Preview 
Meetings organized at regional level and close co-operation has been maintained at headquarters, 
regional and country level for the planning and implementation of jointly assisted activities. 

19. World Food Programme (WFP) 

19.1 During the year co-operation continued between the Organization and the World Food 
Programme； some 55 WFP project proposals were scrutinized by WHO in the first 10 months of 
the year. WHO and FAO presented a joint report to the Intergovernmental Committee of WFP 
at its twenty-second session in October on "Human Resources Development Projects : National 
Supplementary Feeding Programmes for Nutritionally Vulnerable Groups" which drew on their 
work as co-sponsors of the Protein Advisory Group of the United Nations System. The 
Intergovernmental Committee decided not to fix any ceiling on human resources projects , the 
category within which are included projects relating to health ； decisions on project 
assistance will continue to be made solely on the merit of the submission and the results of 
technical scrutiny. 

19.2 The World Food Programme will celebrate its tenth anniversary in 1973. Out of a 
total investment since its inception of well over $ 1000 million, WFP has expended some 

1 United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.71•II•A.17• 
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$ 87 million on over 40 projects directed at promotion of health. That these resources 
have been usefully employed is largely attributable to the co-operative working relationships 
which have been developed between WHO and the WFP； the Programme relies on the specialized 
agencies for technical advice, thus avoiding duplication and overlapping. Co-operation has 
been extended from the headquarters level to that of the regions and countries, where food 
aid has often proved a useful component in the implementation of health-promoting projects. 

19.3 The Director-General intends to continue to maintain close relationships with the 
World Food Programme, pursuing patterns of co-operation which are well established and have 
demonstrated their validity. The Board may wish to take note of and convey its appreciation 
to the World Food Programme for the accomplishments of its first decade. 
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PART III. ADMINISTRATIVE, BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL MATTERS 

20• Introduction 

20.1 The Twenty-first World Health Assembly in its resolution WHA21.ЗЗ1 requested the 
Executive Board "to keep under review and to report, as appropriate, to a future World Health 
Assembly on additional developments in the co-ordination of administrative, budgetary and 
financial matters in the United Nations system of organizations". 

20.2 The Executive Board in its resolutions EB45.R332 and EB47.R54^ also expressed the 
view that the Organization should continue to co-operate in efforts to achieve co-ordination 
as far as may be practicable, of administrative, budgetary and financial matters, and requested 
the Director-General to continue to report as appropriate to the Board on these subjects# 

20,3 Accordingly, the Director-General is reporting in this document on the following 
developments which have occurred since his last report^ submitted to the Board at its forty 
ninth session : 

(a) standardization of Financial Regulations; 

(b) the United Nations Staff College; 

(c) establishment of a cost measurement system; and 

(d) common system of salaries and allowances# 

20,4 An addendum to this report will cover the reports of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) on the administrative budgets of the agencies 
and on general co-ordination matters, as well as the decisions of the Twenty-seventh United 
Nations General Assembly on these reports, the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit and 
on any other subject dealt with in this document. 

20»5 Other questions on co-ordination of administrative, budgetary and financial matters 
are reported under provisional agenda items 6.12: "Amendments to the Financial Regulations", 
and 7.1.2: "Reports by the Joint Inspection Unit". 

21• Standardization of financial regulations 

21.1 The Board will recall that at its forty-ninth session in January 1972 it considered 
the report of the Director-General on standardized financial regulations relating to external 
audit, as approved by ACC, and reconmiended to the Health Assembly in resolution EB49,R28^ their 
adoption for application in WHO. The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly endorsed the Board's 
recommendation and in resolution WHA25»14^ decided to adopt these regulations" 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 453# 
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p, 454. 
3 Off. Rec, Wld Hlth Org.t No. 189, p. 30. 
4 Document EB49/20. 
5 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 198, p# 22. 
6 Off. Rec, Wld Hlth Org” No. 201, p. 8. 
7 Off> Rec, Wld Hlth Org,， No. 201, Annex 4. 
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21.2 Inter-agency work on standardization of other financial regulations continued in 1972 
under the auspices of CCAQ, and ACC has approved for application throughout the United Nations 
system, the standardized text of the financial regulations pertaining to Custody of Funds, 
Investment of Funds, Delegation of Authority, Internal Control and The Accounts, These 
texts have been translated into English, French, Russian and Spanish, and are submitted for 
the Boardf s consideration under provisional agenda item 6.12. 

21.3 ACC noted that, with the approval of these texts, the organizations in the common 
system have on an inter一agency basis, completed such of the standard texts as can be developed 
at the present stage. Consideration of the remaining subjects, which are mainly concerned 
with budgeting, appropriations and the establishment of various types of fund, will have to 
await developments at present under way in certain of the larger organizations in connexion 
with biennial budgeting, programme budgeting, the surrender of surpluses, use of working 
capital funds and other related subjects• 

2 2• United Nations Staff College 

22.1 In his report1 to the forty-ninth session of the Executive Board, the Director-General 
informed the Board of the proposal prepared by UNITAR for the establishment of a United Nations 
Staff College to provide to the organizations comprising the United Nations system the benefit 
of training courses for their staff members in such fields as development, modern management 
techniques and public administration, to enable them to fulfil more efficiently their 
professional duties, 

22.2 The Board was also informed that the United Nations General Assembly approved in 
principle the idea of the establishment of a United Nations Staff College but decided to 
defer consideration of the proposal to set up such a staff college until its twenty-seventh 
session. It was evident from the discussions that the United Nations General Assembly 
wished UNITAR, in co-operation with the ACC, to formulate the proposal in a more comprehensive 
way after a re-examination and re-assessment of several financial and administrative questions 
related to the establishment of this joint venture• 

22.3 Accordingly, the Executive Director of UNITAR appointed a consultant who, in con-
sultation with the members of ACC, developed revised "Terms of Reference" of the Staff College 
which are contained in a memorandum submitted by the Executive Director of UNITAR for the 
consideration of the United Nations General Assembly now in session. 

22.4 As regards the budgetary requirements of the Staff College, the revised estimates 
submitted to the United Nations General Assembly indicate that the annual budget of the College 
for both programme and administrative expenses would amount to US$ 425 000 proposed to be 
shared as follows: US$ 150 000 by each of the United Nations and UNDP; US$ 25 000 by each 
of FAO, ILO, UNESCO and WHO; and US$ 25 000 by the other agencies together• 

22*5 At the time this document went to press the United Nations General Assembly had not 
yet adopted a decision on this proposal# The Director-General will therefore report further 
on this matter in an addendum to this document• 

23, Establishment of a cost measurement system 

23.1 Following a proposal made by CCAQ in October 1971, ACC recommended that the larger 
organizations should co-operate in developing cost measurement systems that could be inte-
grated with their other accounting, budgeting and management information systems• In this 
way, it was hoped, the organizations could contribute towards solving the problem of overhead 
costs incurred in executing projects financed by UNDP. 

1 Document EB49/20, 
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23.2 In March 1972 a CCAQ task force was established for the purpose of developing a cost 
identification and cost measurement system usable by at least the larger organizations in 
determining inter alia the costs of the services they provide to UNDP, ACC, while recognizing 
that the immediate objective of the task force was to contribute to solving the problem of 
overhead costs incurred in the execution of UNDP-financed projects, considered that, as a long-
term objective, the organizations should co-operate in developing cost measurement systems 
that would provide them with cost information in respect of all sources of funds for the 
planning, budgeting, financing, implementation and evaluation of their headquarters and field 
activities, as well as for cost control purposes. 

23.3 The inter-agency task force met from 20 March to 28 April 1972 following which CCAQ 
submitted to ACC concrete proposals for the practical detailed application of a cost measure-
ment system in two phases to meet the above-mentioned objectives• 

23.4 ACC decided to introduce the first phase of the cost measurement system with effect 
from 1 January 1973• Four of the larger organizations, including WHO, have agreed to 
implement Phase I of the cost measurement system as from that date. The period January-
March 1973 will be regarded as an experimental period for testing out the system and the 
data collected during this period will subsequently be analysed and assessed in order to 
detect any anomalies or variations that might occur due to differences in the application of 
the system. 

23.5 ACC intends to submit to a future session of the UNDP Governing Council the data 
collected by the organizations for a full year which, it is hoped, would assist that latter 
organ in developing a new formula for the reimbursement of agency overhead costs. 

24• Common system of salaries and allowances 

24.1 As the Board was informed at its forty-seventh session^ the United Nations General 
Assembly, by resolution 2743 (XXV) adopted at its twenty-fifth session, established a 
Special Committee of government experts to undertake a thorough review of the United Nations 
salary system. By the same resolution it invited the International Civil Service Advisory 
Board (ICSAB) to express its views on the report of the Committee and requested that the 
report of the Special Committee, together with the comments of ICSAB, should be transmitted 
to it through the Secretary-General in his capacity as Chairman of the ACC, This report 
has now been presented to the United Nations General Assembly at its twenty-seventh session. 

2 
24.2 The Special Committee report consists of three volumes. Volume I contains a summary 
of conclusions and recommendations of the Special Committee with several chapters and annexes 
on the salary system and other related subjects» It also includes a dissenting statement 
by four of the 11 members of the Committee• The second and third volumes contain the views 
of some governments, executive heads and staff associations on the salary system, as well as 
reports of studies initiated by the Committee and carried out by consultants. 

24.3 The comments of ICSAB,3 as well as those of the Secretary-General^ in his capacity as 
Chairman of ACC, are now before the General Assembly for consideration. As of the date of 
this document, the General Assembly has not dealt with this item. The Director-General 
intends, therefore, to inform the Board in an addendum to this document of any decisions which 
the General Assembly may adopt on this subject. 

1 Off. Rec, Wld Hlth Org., No. 189, p. 47. 
2 / United Nations document A/8728. 
3 United Nations document A/8728,Add.1• 
4 Uni ted Nations document A/8839 and Add.l. 
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U N I T E D N A T I O N S 

G E N E R A L 

A S S E M B L Y 

D i s t r . 
GENERAL 

A/AC .109A17 
30 August I972 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION 
WITH IEGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING 
OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES 
AND PEOPLES 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 

R e s o l u t i o n adopted by the S p e c i a l Committee a t 
— i t s 886th me'eting ^or^ 23 August 1 9 7 2 — 

The S p e c i a l Committee on the S i t u a t i o n with r e g a r d t o the Implementation of 
the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Grant ing o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l Countr i e s and P e o p l e s ， 

Having c o n s i d e r e d t h e i tem e n t i t l e d "Implementat ion o f the D e c l a r a t i o n on 
the Grant ing of Independence t o C o l o n i a l Coun t r i e s and Peoples by the s p e c i a l i z e d 
a g e n c i e s and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a s s o c i a t e d with the United N a t i o n s “ , 

R e c a l l i n g the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Grant ing o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l Countr ie s 
and P e o p l e s , conta ined i n r e s o l u t i o n 151红（XV) of Ik December i 9 6 0 , and the 
progra ime o f a c t i o n f o r the f u l l implementat ion of the D e c l a r a t i o n conta ined in 
r e s o l u t i o n 2 6 2 1 (XXV) of 12 October 19了0， a s we l l a s o ther r e l e v a n t General 
Assembly and S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n s， 

Taking i n t o account i t s r e s o l u t i o n o f 18 A p r i l 1972 on the q u e s t i o n o f 
T e r r i t o r i e s under Portuguese a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o Guinea ( B i s s a u ) and 
Cape Verde 1 / i n which the S p e c i a l Committee, i n t e r a l i a ， a f f i r m e d the r e c o g n i t i o n 
of the P a r t i d o A f r i c a n o da independencia da Guiñé e Cabo Verde , t h e l i b e r a t i o n 
movement o f Guinea ( B i s s a u ) and Cape Verde， a s the only and a u t h e n t i c 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the p e o p l e of the T e r r i t o r y , 

1 / A/AC. 109 AOO. 

72-16902 



B e a r i n g in mind t h e c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendations o f t h e S p e c i a l M i s s i o n 
which v i s i t e d t h e l i b e r a t e d a r e a s o f Guinea ( B i s s a u ) i n A p r i l 1972， 2 / 

Tak ing i n t o account t h e r e p o r t s submi t ted Ъу t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , 3/ t h e 
Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , k j t h e Committee f o r Progrannne arid C o - o r d i n a t i o n , 5/ 
•and t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e " Committee on C o - o r d i n a t i o n , 6/ a s w e l l a s t h e r e p o r t o f its 
Chairman Т/ on h i s c o n s u l t a t i o n s wi th t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Economic and S o c i a l 
C o u n c i l . 

Consc ious o f t h e u r g e n t and p r e s s i n g need o f t h e p e o p l e s i n the c o l o n i a l 
T e r r i t o r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e l i b e r a t e d a r e a s o f some o f t h o s e T e r r i t o r i e s ， and 
t h e i r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements f o r a s s i s t a n c e from t h e s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s 
and o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e United N a t i o n s s y s t e m , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e 
f i e l d s o f e d u c a t i o n , t r a i n i n g ， h e a l t h and n u t r i t i o n , 

Mindfu l o f t h e v iews and s u g g e s t i o n s put forward by t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n Uni ty and o f t h e n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements 
concerned dur ing i t s m e e t i n g s h e l d i n A f r i c a i n 19了2， i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e i r r e q u e s t s 
f o r a s s i s t a n c e from t h e s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 9 

Recogn iz ing t h e urgent need f o r f u r t h e r and more e f f e c t i v e measures f o r 
t h e f u l l and speedy implementat ion o f the D e c l a r a t i o n and o ther r e l e v a n t 
r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e Genera l Assembly , t h e S e c u r i t y Counci l and t h e S p e c i a l 
Committee by a l l t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f the Uni ted N a t i o n s system w i t h i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e s p h e r e s o f competence , 

Not ing wi th growing concern t h a t， whi l e s e v e r a l o f t h e s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s 
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e Uni ted Nat ions sys tem have p r o v i d e d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
a s s i s t a n c e t o r e f u g e e s from t h e c o l o n i a l T e r r i t o r i e s in A f r i c a , many o f them have 
not extended t h e i r f u l l c o - o p e r a t i o n t o t h e Uni ted N a t i o n s in t h e implementat ion 
o f t h e r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o p r o v i d i n g a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n movements and t o d i s c o n t i n u i n g a l l c o l l a b o r a t i o n wi th t h e Governments 
o f P o r t u g a l and South A f r i c a ， a s w e l l a s t h e i l l e g a l regime i n Southern R h o d e s i a , 

Not ing wi th a p p r e c i a t i o n t h a t some o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s have embarked on or 
a r e t a k i n g s t e p s t o f o r m u l a t e , in c o n s u l t a t i o n wi th t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n 

2 / A/AC.109/L .80U. 

3 / A/86Í1 了 and A d d . l . 

U/ A/8703 . 

5/ E / 5 J 8 6 . 

6 / E /5133 . 

7 / A/AC.109/L .815. 



Unity, concrete programmes for providing assistance， within their spheres of 
competence, to the peoples of the colonial Territories striving to liberate-
themselves from colonial domination, 

Mindful of' the necessity to keep under continuous review the activities of 
the specialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system 
• in the implementation of the various United Nations decisions relating to 
decolonization5 

Taking note of the decision of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 0/ 
to convene， with the participation of the Organization of African Unity5 an ad hoc 
interagency meeting to consider arrangements for closer co-operation in the field 
of decolonization5 and expressing the hope that the results of the meeting would 
constitute a further step towards the full and speedy compliance by the 
organizations concerned with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations. 

1. Reaffirms that the recognition by the General Assemblyu the Security 
Council and other United Nations bodies of the legitimacy of the struggle of 
colonial peoples to achieve freedom and independence entails , as a corollary, 
the extension by the United Nations system of organizations of all the necessary 
moral and material assistance to the national liberation movements in those 
Territories, including especially the liberated areas of the colonial Territories； 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization and to those other specialized agencies and organizations 
within the United Nations system which have been co-operating in varying 
degrees with the United Nations in the implementation of the Declaration on 
decolonization and other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly; 

3. Reiterates its urgent appeal to the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system and to all States to render - as a 
matter of urgency， all possible moral and material assistance to the peoples in 
Africa struggling for their liberation from colonial rule, to initiate or broaden 
contacts and co-operation with them in consultation with the Organization of 
African Unity., and in particular9 to work out and to implement with the active 
co-operation of the Organization of African Unity and through it, of the national 
liberation movements, concrete programmes for such assistance to the peoples of 
Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde9 Angola，Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia, and Namibia, 
including in particular the peoples in the liberated areas of those Territories 
and their national liberation movements； 

8/ E/5133, p a r a . U6. 



h. Reiterates its urgent request that the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system, including in particular the 
United Nations Development Programme and the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, should take measures, within their respective spheres of 
competence, to increase the scope of their assistance to refugees from colonial 
Territories, including assistance to the Governments concerned in the preparation 
and execution of projects beneficial to these refugees, and to introduce the 
greatest possible‘measure of flexibility in their relevant procedures; 

5. Recommends that the General Assembly should strongly urge the 
specialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system to 
discontinue all collaboration with the Governments of Portugal and South Africa as 
well as the illegal regime in Southern Rhodesia， in accordance with the relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council; 

6. Recommends to the General Assembly to urge once again the specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system, in particular 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the International 
Monetary Fund, to take all necessary measures to withhold any financial， economic, 
technical and other assistance from the Government s of Portugal and South Africa 
until they renounce their policies of racial discrimination and colonial 
domination; 

7- Recommends to the General Assembly to invite again the specialized 
agencies to continue to examine, in consultation with the Organization of African 
Unity, procedures for the participation in conferences, seminars and other regional 
meetings convened by the specialized agencies， of representatives of the national 
liberation movement s in the colonial Territories in Africa, in an appropriate 
capacity and, in order to facilitate examination of this matter by the specialized 
agencies， to request the Economic and Social Council, in consultation with the 
Special Committee and taking into account the views of the Organization of 
African Unity, to submit without delay appropriate recommendations to the 
General Assembly; 

8. Recommends to the General Assembly to request again that all Governments 
intensify their efforts in the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
the United Nations system of which they are members in order to ensure the full and 
effective implementation of the Declaration and other relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations, according priority, on an emergency basis, to the question of 
providing assistance to peoples in the colonial Territories and their national 
liberation movement s； 

9- Recommends to the General Assembly to urge the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system, with a, view to facilitating 
the implementation of paragraph 8 above, to request their executive heads to 
formulate and submit to their respective governing bodies or legislative organs， 

as a matter of priority, and with the active со-operation of the Organization of 
African Unity, concrete proposals for specific programmes of all possible 



a s s i s t a n c e t o the p e o p l e s in c o l o n i a l T e r r i t o r i e s and t h e i r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
movements, t o g e t h e r with a comprehensive a n a l y s i s of the problems , i f any， 
conf ronted Ъу t h e s e a g e n c i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; 

10 . Recommends t o the General Assembly t o r e q u e s t the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l : 

( a ) To p r e p a r e f o r submis s ion t o the r e l e v a n t b o d i e s concerned with 
r e l a t e d a s p e c t s of the p r e s e n t i t em， with t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f the s p e c i a l i z e d 
a g e n c i e s and o ther o r g a n i z a t i o n s wi th in t h e United Nat ions sys tem, a r e p o r t on 
the a c t i o n taken s i n c e the c i r c u l a t i o n o f h i s r e p o r t , 9 j in implementat ion o f t h e 
r e l e v a n t United Nat ions r e s o l u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the p r e s e n t r e s o l u t i o n ; 

(b) To cont inue t o a s s i s t the s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s and o ther 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s wi th in the United Nat ions system in working out a p p r o p r i a t e measures 
f o r implementing the p r e s e n t r e s o l u t i o n and t o r e p o r t thereon t o the General 
Assembly a t i t s twenty-e ighth s e s s i o n ; 

11. Decides， s u b j e c t t o any d i r e c t i v e s the General Assembly might wish t o 
g i v e a t i t s twenty-seventh s e s s i o n ， t o cont inue t o examine the q u e s t i o n and t o 
r e p o r t t o the General Assembly a t i t s twenty-e ight s e s s i o n ; 

12 . Reques t s i t s Chairman， t a k i n g t h e f o r e g o i n g i n t o account , t o cont inue 
h i s c o n s u l t a t i o n s with the P r e s i d e n t o f the Economic and S o c i a l Counci l and t o 
mainta in c o n t a c t ， a s a p p r o p r i a t e , with the Organ iza t ion of A f r i c a n Uni ty . 

9/ A/86“了 and Add.l. 
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ANNEX II 

А/АС.109/400 - QUESTION OF TERRITORIES UNDER PORTUGUESE ADMINISTRATION 
Resolution adopted by the Special Committee on 13 April 1972 

Paragraph 2: 

"Affirms its recognition of the Partido Africano da Independencia da Guiñé e Cabo Verde, 
the liberation movement of Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde, as the only and authentic 
representation of the people of the Territory, and requests all States and specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system to take this into 
consideration when dealing with matters pertaining to Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde". 

Paragraph 7: 

"Calls upon all States and the specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system, directly or in consultation with the Organization of African 
Unity, to render to the people of Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde, through their national 
liberation movement, the Partido Africano da Independencia da Guiñé e Cabo Verde, all 
the moral and material assistance necessary to continue their struggle for the res-
toration of their inalienable right to self-determination and independence, and to keep 
the Secretary-General informed of the concrete action taken or envisaged by them in the 
implementation of the present resolution"• 

A/AC.109/402 - QUESTION OF TERRITORIES UNDER PORTUGUESE ADMINISTRATION 
Resolution adopted by the Special Committee on 20 April 1972 

Paragraph 7: 

"Requests all States and specialized agencies and other organizations within the United 
Nations system, either directly or in consultation with the Organization of African 
Unity, to render to the peoples of those Territories, through their national liberation 
movements, all the moral and material assistance necessary to continue their struggle 
for their freedom and independence and to report thereon to the Secretary-GeneralM. 

A/AC.109/404 - QUESTION OF NAMIBIA 

Consensus adopted by the Special Committee on 27 April 1972 

Paragraph 9: The Special Committee reaffirmed 
"its solidarity with the people of Namibia in their legitimate struggle to exercise 
their right to self-determination and independence and calls upon all States and the 
specialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system, in 
consultation with the Organization of African Unity, to provide the people of Namibia, 
through their national liberation movement, with the increased moral and material 
assistance which they require in their struggle against foreign occupation and 
oppression". 

A/AC.109/416 - QUESTION OF DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON DECOLONIZATION 
Resolution adopted by the Special Committee on 17 August 1972 

Paragraph 3: 

"Reaffirms the vital importance of urgently effecting the widest possible dissemination 
of in formation on the evils and dangers of colonialism, in particular the continuing 
struggle for liberation being waged by the peoples in the colonial Territories in Africa, 
as well as the efforts being made by the international community to assist in the 
elimination of the remaining vestiges of colonialism in all its forms; • • • 



EB51/35 
Annex II 
page 2 

Paragraph 5: 
“ 
Requests all States and the specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system, as well as non-governmental organizations having a special 
interest in the field of decolonization, to undertake or intensify, in close co-operation 
with the Secretary-General, the large-scale dissemination of information referred to in 
paragraph 3 above". 



Fifty-first Session 

Provisional agenda item 7*1,1 

COORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS: 
UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

General Matters 

Introduction 

This addendum has been prepared, as indicated in the introduction to EB51/35, to cover 
the decisions taken after 1 November 1972 by the twenty-seventh session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, which completed its work on 19 December 1972. 

At the time of preparation of this document the definitive text of less than half of the 
General Assembly resolutions had been received and provisional texts have been quoted in the 
absence of final texts in order to provide a maximum amount of information to the Executive 
Board. 

Paragraphs 1 to 24 of this addendum should be read together with document EB5l/35; new 
items included are reported in paragraphs 25 to 35. 

1• Colonial countries and peoples and apartheid 

1.3.1 In resolution 2981 (XXVII) the General Assembly took note "with approval of the further 
efforts made to strengthen co-operation between the Programme and the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the specialized agencies, the Organization of African Unity and other 
agencies assisting persons from southern Africa,’ and expressed the hope that these efforts would 
"be continued with a view to the co-ordination of their activities in the field of education 
and training for persons from the Territories concerned". An inter-secretariat meeting under 
the auspices of the ACC which is to take place on 29 to 31 January 1973 will discuss this 
matter and developments will be brought to the attention of the Health Assembly. 

1.5.1 The General Assembly adopted resolution 2980 (XXVII) on Implementation of the 
Declaration by the specialized agencies； the text of its resolution corresponds in general 
to the language of the resolution of the Special Committee which appears in full in Annex I 
to EB5l/35. Two new preambular paragraphs refer to consultations with and views expressed 
by the Organization of African Unity on the participation of representatives of national 
liberation movements, while operative paragraph 7 is a reformulation of operative paragraph 7 
of Annex I. In the document to be prepared for the Health Assembly the text of resolution 2980 
(XXVII) will replace the text of the resolution in Annex I of EB5l/35# Similarly, the 
quotations in Annex II will be replaced by quotations from appropriate resolutions of the 
General Assembly. 

1.5.2 Several new subjects are dealt with in resolutions of the General Assembly. In 
resolution 2977 (XXVII) on Papua New Guinea the United Nations family of organizations is 
requested "to assist in accelerating progress in all sectors of the national life of Papua 
New Guinea". The Executive Board will be aware that for many years the Organization has 
provided technical assistance to Papua New Guinea to achieve this purpose, in accordance with 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION EB5l/35 Add.l 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 17 January 1973 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 



EB51/35 Add.l 
page 2 

the provisions of Article 2 of the Constitution and resolutions of the Executive Board and 
Health Assembly, in particular WHA14.58,1 WHA15.22,2 EB31.R39,3 EB41.R354 and WHA21.47.5 

1.5.3 A similar request is addressed to the organizations of the United Nations system in 
resolution 2984 (XXVII) with respect to some 17 non-self-governing territories in various 
parts of the world, to almost all of which the Organization, in accordance with the 
resolutions referred to above, has already been providing assistance. 

1.5.4 Four resolutions of the General Assembly correspond in general terms to the four 
resolutions excerpted in Annex II of EB5l/35. Resolution 2918 (XXVII) deals with the 
question of territories under Portuguese administration and its operative paragraph 4 relates 
to assistance not only to the people of Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde but also to the 
peoples of Angola and Mozambique, thus covering the provisions of the second resolution 
excerpted in Annex II. 

1.5.5 General Assembly resolution 3031 (XXVII) on the question of Namibia covers essentially 
the same material as the Consensus excerpted in Annex II. It also commends the report of 
the United Nations Council for Namibia^ to, inter alia, the specialized agencies "for 
appropriate action in conformity with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and 
the Security Council" and requests the Council for Namibia "to represent Namibia in 
international organizations'1. The specialized agencies are requested to cooperate fully 
with the Council and to provide assistance to the Namibian people in cooperation with the 
United Nations Council for Namibia and the Organization of African Unity. In A/RES/ЗОЗО 
(XXVII) on the United Nations Fund for Namibia the General Assembly recognized "the importance 
of undertaking a detailed investigation of the human and natural resources of Namibia, with 
a view to preparing proposals for a co-ordinated plan of international economic and technical 
assistance, including manpower training, to be implemented in Namibia after the withdrawal 
of South Africa from the Territory". The UNHCR, the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system are requested "to render all necessary 
assistance to the Secretary-General in carrying out the tasks assigned to him" under the 
resolution. 

1.5.6 General Assembly resolution 2909 (XXVII) on dissemination of information on 
decolonization is similar to the resolution excerpted in Annex II of EB5l/35. 

1.5.7 The General Assembly adopted resolution 2908 (XXVII), a general resolution on 
Implementation of the Declaration. In resolution 2910 (XXVII) it requested "the Secretary-
General , i n co-operation with the Organization of African Unity, to organize at Oslo in 1973 
an International Conference of Experts for the Support of Victims of Colonialism and 
Apartheid in Southern Africa" to which the Organization has since received an invitation. 
In resolution 2911 (XXVII) the General Assembly declared a "Week of Solidarity with the 
Colonial Peoples of Southern Africa and Guinea (Bissau) and Cape Verde and Fighting for 
Freedom, Independence and Equal Rights" and proposed that that week should begin on 25 May, 
Africa Liberation Day. In resolution 2962 (XXVII) on cooperation between the United Nations 
and the Organization of African Unity the General Assembly noted "with satisfaction the 
further development of co-operation between the Organization of African Unity and the United 
Nations, the specialized agencies and other organizations" within the system, invited the 
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specialized agencies "to continue and intensify their co-operation" with OA.U and requested 
the Secretary-General to report on implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly 
at its twenty-eighth (1973) session. 

1.5.8 On the question of Southern Rhodesia the General Assembly adopted resolution 2945 
(XXVII). This resolution, inter alia, requests the specialized agencies ’,in consultation 
with the Organization of African Unity, to extend all moral and material assistance to the 
people of Zimbabwe". 

1.5.9 The General Assembly adopted resolution 2923 A-F (XXVII) on the policies of apartheid 
of the Government of South Africa. Part С of the resolution on the work of the Special 
Committee on Apartheid, inter alia, requests and authorizes the Special Committee "to send 
representatives or delegations, as appropriate, to the headquarters of specialized agencies 
and the Organization of African Unity". In Part E of the resolution the General Assembly 
appeals, inter alia, to the specialized agencies "to provide greater assistance, directly or 
through the Organization of African Unity, to the national movement of the oppressed people 
of South Africa" and requests the specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system "to discontinue all collaboration with the Government of South Africa 
until it renounces its policies of apartheid"• 

1.5.10 A/RES/2955 (XXVII) is entitled "Importance of the universal realization of the right 
of peoples to self-determination and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial 
countries and peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of human rights"• The 
resolution requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the General Assembly at its 
twenty-eighth (1973) session on assistance being provided to colonial countries and peoples 
from, inter alia, the specialized agencies. 

3• Second United Nations Development Decade 

3.6 The General Assembly in resolution 3018 (XXVII) on "The Problem of Mass Poverty and 
Unemployment in Developing Countries" expressed its deep concern "that at this stage of 
the Second United Nations Development Decade, there is no manifest improvement in the 
individual lives of the great masses of peoples in the developing countries" and its aware-
ness that "a grave problem in developing countries is the critical relationship of social 
equity to economic growth". It noted the statement of the President of the World Bank 
Group that "in some ten countries with per capita income averaging $ 145, the poorest 40 
per cent. of the population receive incomes of only $ 50, and that, in another ten countries, 
with per capita incomes averaging $ 275, the poorest 40 per cent. of the population receive 
incomes of only $ 80". It invited the developed and developing countries to take certain 
specific actions to ameliorate this situation and urged "organizations within the United 
Nations system, in co-operation with the Secretary-General, to give due consideration to the 
development and implementation of measures to assist developing countries in raising the 
level of living of their low-income groups". 

3.7 The Director-General has provided for the Organization's participation in a number of 
employment missions and other activities undertaken by the International Labour Organisation 
as part of its World Employment Programme and has consulted with the Secretary-General and 
the executive heads of other organizations of the system through ACC with a view to taking 
such further steps as may be necessary in this respect. In addition, he is participating 
with a number of his fellow executive heads in the ACC Functional Group on Employment, 
which will undoubtedly take this resolution into consideration in its future work. 

3.8 In resolution 3038 (XXVII) on "Dissemination of information and mobilization of public 
opinion relative to problems of development" the General Assembly decided that in principle 
"World Development Information Day" should coincide with United Nations Day, 24 October. 
All of the organizations of the United Nations system will be requested to co-operate in 
this effort to draw "the attention of world public opinion each year to development problems 
and the necessity of strengthening international co-operation to solve them". 
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5. Increase in the production and use of edible protein 

5.2.1 The General Assembly deferred until its twenty-eighth (1973) session consideration of 
the item entitled "Protein resources". 

6. Science and technology 

6.3.1 The General Assembly decided to defer until its twenty-eighth (1973) session consideration 
of the World Plan of Action, at which time it might consider in depth the recommendations 
thereon made to the ECOSОС by the Committee on Science and Technology for Development and the 
Council1 s comments, in conjunction with the first review and appraisal of the Second United 
Nations Development Decade and the report which the Secretary-General is to prepare under 
General Assembly resolution 2685 (XXV) on the role of modern science and technology in the 
development of nations. 

6.3.2 The Director-General has been consulted and provided for participation in the expert 
consultation on the preparation of the report under resolution 2685 (XXV). He will continue 
his co-operation in respect of all these matters. 

7• International university 

7.5 In resolution 2951 (XXVII) the General Assembly noted with appreciation that the agencies 
of the United Nations system had fully co-operated with the United Nations in preparing reports 
and studies on this matter. It decided to establish an international university to be known 
as the United Nations University, and set forth a series of objectives and principles which 
include the maintenance of close co-ordination between the activities of UNESCO, UNITAR and 
other organizations of the system and those of the University, The Secretary-General and the 
Director-General of UNESCO, the latter in consultation with the specialized agencies and 
programmes concerned and with UNITAR, are each to designate half of a total of not more than 
20 experts to constitute the Founding Committee of the United Nations University, The 
Director-General has assured the Secretary-General and the Director-General of UNESCO of his 
desire to co-operate. 

8. Human environment 

8.6.1 The General Assembly adopted nine resolutions based on the report of the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment. A/RES/2997 (XXVII) on the "Institutional and Financial 
Arrangements for International Environmental Co-operation" confirms the decision of the 
Conference and establishes a 58-member Governing Council for Environmental Programmes which, 
mindful of the sectoral responsibilities of the organizations of the system, is, inter alia, 
to "provide general policy guidance for the direction and co-ordination of environmental 
programmes within the United Nations system". The resolution further establishes an environment 
secretariat, headed by an Executive Director, which is, inter alia, to "co-ordinate, under the 
guidance of the Governing Council, environment programmes within the United Nations system, to 
keep their implementation under review and to assess their effectiveness" as well as to "advise, 
as appropriate and under the guidance of the Governing Council, intergovernmental bodies of the 
United Nations system on the formulation and implementation of environmental programmes". The-
resolution provides further for a voluntary Environment Fund which, in pursuance of the objec-
tives set forth in the resolution, "shall be directed to the need for effective co-ordination 
in the implementation of international environmental programmes of the organizations of the 
United Nations system and other international organizations". Finally, the resolution 
provides that "an Environmental Co-ordinating Board, under the chairmanship of the Executive 
Director, should be established under the auspices and within the framework of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination". The Board is to meet periodically and to report annually to the 
Governing Council; its first session is scheduled for April 1973. The Organizations of the 
United Nations systero are invited "to adopt the measures that may be required to undertake 
concerted and co-ordinated programmes with regard to international environmental problems, 
taking into account existing procedures for prior consultation, particularly on programme and 
budgetary matters". 
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In a general statement of policy on "Development and environment" in resolution 3002 
(XXVII) the General Assembly recommended "respect for the principle that resources for 
environmental programmes, both within and outside the United Nations system, be additional to 
the present level and projected growth of resources contemplated in the International 
Development Strategy, to be made available for programmes directly related to developmental 
assistance". 

The environment secretariat is to be located in Nairobi and the anniversary date of the 
opening of the Stockholm Conference, 5 June, has been designated as World Environment Day. 
The organizations in the United Nations system are urged to undertake annually on that day 
"world-wide activities reaffirming their concern for the preservation and enhancement of the 
human environment,,• 

9, Natural disasters and other emergency situations 

9.4.1 The General Assembly reaffirmed in resolution 2958 (XXVII) the two resolutions of the 
Economic and Social Council urging the organizations associated with the United Nations "to 
render the maximum possible assistance to the Government of the Sudan in the relief, rehabili-
tation and resettlement of Sudanese refugees coming from abroad and other displaced persons" 
and commended the High Commissioner for his role in the co-ordination of these operations. 

9.6.1 In resolution 2959 (XXVII) the General Assembly took note with appreciation of the 
report of the Secretary-General on assistance in cases of natural disaster and other disaster 
situations^- and of the action taken by the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator since the establishment 
of his office. 

9.6.2 The Organization responded in the provision of emergency assistance to Nicaragua after 
the earthquake of 23 December 1972 and has co-operated closely with the Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator both through headquarters and the Regional Office for the Americas. 

10# Drug dependence 

10.5.1 In resolution 3014 (XXVII) the General Assembly welcomed the expanded operations of 
the United Nations Programme of Drug Abuse Control and invited "the Division of Narcotic Drugs, 
the specialized agencies and other interested intergovernmental organizations to co-operate 
fully in the United Nations programme of action". The final operative paragraph of the 
resolution further invited "the specialized agencies and other interested intergovernmental 
organizations to pay special attention, in the formulation of their own programmes relating 
to the socio-economic consequences of drug abuse, to appropriate means to combat this abuse", 

11• Least developed among the developing countries 

11.2.1 The General Assembly by resolution 3036 (XXVII) endorsed resolution 62 (III) previously 
adopted unanimously by UNCTAD and referred to above. It requested "the specialized agencies 
concerned and other United Nations bodies, as well as the regional economic commissions and the 
United Nations Economic and Social Office at Beirut, to initiate and accelerate the implementa-
tion of their action programmes in favour of the least developed countries in the areas within 
their competence" and to report periodically through the Economic and Social Council to the 
General Assembly. 

1 United Nations document A/8854. 
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13. Population 

13.5.1 The Secretary-General, taking into account the views expressed at the fifty-third 
session of the Economic and Social Council on his progress report1 and after consultation with 
the agencies concerned, submitted to the General Assembly a report^ containing interim recom-
mendations in regard to the future administration of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities. The General Assembly in resolution 3019 (XXVII) welcomed the Secretary-General 

« interim recommendations and, noting "that the resources of the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities and its scope of operations have now grown to a size which makes its 
supervision by an intergovernmental body desirable", decided to place the UNFPA "under the 
authority of the General Assembly" and decided further "without prejudice to the over-all 
responsibilities and policy functions of the Economic and Social Council, that the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme, subject to conditions to be established 
by the Economic and Social Council, shall be the governing body" of the UNFPA. The 
Governing Council of UNDP is in turn invited to "organize itself to exercise effectively these 
functions, taking into account the separate identity of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities and its need to operate under the guidance of the Economic and Social Council, in 
close relationship with interested Governments, and with appropriate international and national 
bodies, governmental and non-governmental, interested in population activities". The 
Governing Council has been requested to consider this matter at its fifteenth (January 1973) 
session which is meeting simultaneously with the Executive Board and the Director-General will 
report further on its recommendations to the Health Assembly. 

14. Containerization 

14.1•1 The Conference adopted a draft convention and in addition adopted a resolution 
concerning facilitation of health control operations 他ich, inter alia, recommended "general 
acceptance and application of existing international agreements and conventions regarding the 
requirements for health control and of the procedures effecting these control operations, with 
special emphasis on the mutual recognition of the control certificates issued by the competent 
authorities of the countries concernedff. It also called for continued investigation of 
"improved methods by which health control formalities could be applied at control points". 
The results of the UN/IMCO Conference will be considered by the Economic and Social Council 
in the course of 1973. 

16• Women 

16.2,1 In A/RES/3009 (XXVII) the General Assembly adverted to this question again urging the 
United Nations system of organizations to take the measures referred to in paragraph 16.2. 
The Secretary-General is requested to include in an annual report to the General Assembly 
"more comprehensive data on the employment of women in the secretariats of the United Nations 
system of organizations , so as to show the nature of posts and types of duties performed by 
women at the professional and policy-making levels". 

16.5 The General Assembly examined the report of the Economic and Social Council including 
resolution 1687 (LII) adopted by the Council in June on "protection of women and children in 
emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national libera-
tion and independence". Under this resolution the Council expressed its realization that 
children were "suffering from lack of basic needs of life in many areas of the world including 

1 United Nations document E/5130. 

United Nations document E/5133. 
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those areas referred to in the Secretary-General's report^- on the protection of women and 
children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination, 
national liberation and independence, namely in the Middle East, Africa and Asia". The 
resolution, inter alia, requests the specialized agencies Mto mobilize world public opinion 
in support of women ând children referred to in the Secretary—General1 s report" and request s 
the United Nations organs, the specialized agencies, non-governmental organizations and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross "to develop ways and means of rendering all possible 
humanitarian support to them and to inform the Secretary-General of the steps taken". The 
Secretary-General in turn is requested to submit at alternate sessions of the Commission on 
the Status of Women, i.e. every four years, a report on this subject. 

17. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

17.9 The General Assembly adopted eight resolutions relating to the United Nations 
Development Programme. Resolution 2972 (XXVII) on "Review of criteria for calculating 
indicative planning figures'1 requests the Administrator of the UNDP to undertake a special 
technical study and review in depth of such criteria and to submit his study to the Governing 
Council at its sixteenth (June 1973) session for detailed consideration with a view to 
finalizing the criteria at its seventeenth (January 1974) session, A final decision on the 
new criteria is to be taken by the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth (1974) session, after 
the Governing Council4 s decision has been examined by the Economic and Social Council. The 
General Assembly expressed its conviction that it was "imperative to devise a most fair and 
equitable new general scheme envisaged to have a reasonable degree of stability and a long-
term applicability" that "would be without prejudice to the relevant special measures in 
favour of the least developed countries contained in the various resolutions and decisions 
of organizations of the United Nations system". 

17.10 Resolution 2973 (XXVII) on financial resources for the United Nations Development 
Programme reiterates the view that unless resources are "substantially enlarged and doubled 
by 1975, it will not be possible to ensure the most effective operation of the country 
programming system, nor to fully utilize the programme delivery capacity of the system". The 
resolution invited governments to increase their contributions by at least 15 per cent. 
annually. 

17.11 Resolution 2974 (XXVII) relates to co-operation among developing countries in the 
United Nations technical co-operation programmes and the increased efficiency of the capacity 
of the United Nat ions development system. The resolution invites the Governing Council of 
UNDP in consultation with the interested States Members of the United Nations to convene a 
working group to examine "and make recommendations on the best way for developing countries 
to share their capacities and experience with one another with a view to increasing and 
improving development assistance" and to examine "the relative possibilities and advantages 
of regional and inter-regional technical co-operation among developing countries". The 
resolution calls upon the Governing Council to give priority "to th© improvement of 
procedures for the elaboration and implementation of inter-regional, regional and subTegional 
programmes" of the UNDP and invites the Governing Council Mto consider at an early session 
measures that are needed to reduce the administrative costs of the Programme". The Governing 
Council is asked to submit a report and recommendations to the General Assembly at its 
twenty-ninth (1974) session through the Economic and Social Council. 

17.12 General Assembly resolution 2975 (XXVII) is entitled "Measures to strengthen the 
executing agencies of the United Nations Development Programme". The preamble to the 
resolution recognizes "the important role of the United Nations development system for 
attaining the goals and objectives of • • • the Second United Nations Development Decade and 
the responsibility of the United Nations Development Programme, as well as of the participating 
and executing agencies, effectively to assist Member States in their efforts to achieve economic 
development and social justice as well as qualitative and structural changes in society". 

United Nations document E/CN.б/б61 and Add#2. 
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The preamble recalls the Consensus adopted by the Governing Council of UNDP in June 1970 and 
the subsequent recommendation of the Economic and Social Council in July of that year, as 
well as General Assembly resolution 2688 (XXV) of December 1970 on the capacity of the United 
Nations development system. The preamble concludes by stating the General Assembly's 
awareness that "operational activities financed by the United Nations Development Programme 
represent a very large and growing share of the total activities of the agencies". The 
operative paragraphs emphasize "the need for effective and timely preparation as well as 
implementation of the country programmes, and other activities financed" by UNDP and the 
need to minimize administrative overhead costs. The governing bodies of the participating 
and executing agencies are invited to "strengthen the executing capacity of their respective 
agencies in accordance with the above-mentioned, as well as other relevant United Nations 
resolutions and decisions’’ and they are further invited "on the basis of problem-oriented 
documentation prepared by the secretariats concerned, to discuss periodically and keep under 
review the problems encountered by their respective organizations in the planning and 
implementation of the country programmes, taking into account the desirability of achieving 
a high rate of project implementation and the need to promote high quality programmes and 
projects". The Administrator of UNDP is requested "to gather all relevant information on 
difficulties encountered and measures taken by the agencies to strengthen their operational 
structure and their delivery capacity and to submit periodic reports thereon, together 
with his comments to the Governing Council of the Programme". 

18. United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

18.4.1 The General Assembly in resolution 3015 (XXVII) endorsed the Economic and Social 
Council resolution referred to in paragraph 18.4 and reiterated the appeal to governments 
and other donors to enable the Fund to reach its target of $ 100 million by 1975. 

25• Outflow of trained personnel from developing to developed countries 

25.1 The General Assembly by resolution 3017 (XXVII) invited the Secretary-General in 
co-operation with the organizations of the United Nations system concerned, taking due note 
of the report by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD and the work done by UNITAR, ACAST and 
other interested bodies in the United Nations system, in consultation with Member States 
to prepare a study on the outflow of trained personnel from the developing countries. In 
addition, the Secretary-General is invited in collaboration with the organizations concerned 
and in consultation with Member States to draft "the necessary guidelines for an action 
programme to be elaborated by the Committee on Science and Technology for Development, 
indicating viable measures that can be taken to deal with the problem . . . 

1 
25.2 In accordance with the provisions of resolution WHA25.42 on the training of national 
health personnel work is in progress on this problem. The Director-General is collaborating 
with the United Nations and through the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. 

26. Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

26.1 The General Assembly referred in resolution 2956 A (XXVII) to "the useful role that 
United Nations bodies and non-governmental agencies had been playing in facilitating th© 
rehabilitation of groups of refugees who have voluntarily returned to their countries of 
origin". The resolution further considered "the increasing and fruitful co-operation between 
the High Commissioner and other members of the United Nations system in th© field of rural 
settlement, education and training of refugees, particularly in Africa, which results in better 
co-ordination of action and greater efficiency". The High Commissioner is requested to pursue 
his effort in co-operation with th© organizations concerned. 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 201, p. 20 
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26.2 The Director-General is continuing to maintain close collaborative relations with the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

27. Youth 

27.1 In A/RES/3022 (XXVII) the General Assembly took note with appreciation of the Secretary-
General ‘s report on channels of communication with youth and international youth organizations 
and decided to examine at its twenty-eighth (1973) session the report of the Secretary-General 
on the world social situation of youth. 

27.2 The Director-General has provided comments on the first of these reports and co-operated 
in the preparation of the second report for which the Organization has prepared the chapter on 
health. 

27.3 In A further resolution, A/RES/3023 (XXVII), the General Assembly requested, inter alia, 
the specialized agencies to give greater attention, especially when establishing their policy 
and programmes regarding youth, to the implementation of the provisions of the Declaration on 
the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between 
Peoples. 

28. Crime prevention and control 

2 8 Л In resolution 3021 (XXVII) the General Assembly commended the first report of the 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, at which the Organization was represented, endorsed 
the conclusions of the Fourth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders, in which the Organization participated, and urged, inter alia, the 
specialized agencies "to strengthen international co-operation in crime prevention and, in 
particular, to ensure the availability of effective technical aid to countries desiring such 
assistance for the formulation and adoption of policies, programmes and measures for the 
prevention and control of crime and delinquency". 

29, Human rights 

29.1 In A/RES/3026 В (XXVII) on human rights and scientific and technological developments 
the Secretary-General is requested, in co-operation with the specialized agencies concerned, 
particularly ILO, UNESCO, WHO and FAO, "to accelerate and complete preparation of relevant 
reports on this subject, to be submitted at the earliest possible date, paying more attention 
to the problems of an equitable and just distribution of incomes, the protection of the right 
to work and to health, the preparation and retraining of personnel and the raising of stan-
dards of living and the educational and cultural level of people in the light of scientific 
and technological developments". 

29.2 Pursuant to WHA23.41,1 the Director-General has undertaken to prepare for consideration 
by the Commission on Human Rights at its session in 1974 a report on the health aspects of 
this matter and will, to the extent possible, incorporate therein the matters to which the 
General Assembly has drawn attention. 

29.3 In resolution 2906 (XXVII) the General Assembly took note of the report2 of the 
Secretary-General containing suggestions on the programme for the observance of the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on 10 December 1973# The 
Secretary-General has been requested to transmit his report to, inter alia, the specialized 
agencies for "such action as they may wish to undertake" to give effect to the suggestions 
contained therein. 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 458. 

United Nations document A/8820 and CORR. 1. 



EB51/35 Add.l 
page 10 

29.4 In resolution 3005 (XXVII) on the "Report of the Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories" 
the General Assembly called upon "all States, international organizations and specialized 
agencies not to recognize or co-operate with, or assist in any manner in, any measures under-
taken by the occupying Power to exploit the resources of the occupied territories or to effect 
any changes in the demographic composition or the geographic character or the institutional 
structure of these territories". 

30. Outer space 

30.1 In its resolution 2915 (XXVII) the General Assembly commended to the attention, inter 
alia, of the specialized agencies the programme contained in the report of the Scientific 
and Technical Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaced and requested 
the specialized agencies to continue, as appropriate, to provide the Committee with progress 
reports on their work relating to the peaceful uses of outer space including problems that may 
arise from the us© of outer space in the fields within their competence. 

30.2 The Director-General has assured representation where appropriate at meetings of the 
Committee and of its Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. 

31• Implementation of the results of the Conference of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States and 
disarmament questions 

31.1 In a/RES/2931 (XXVII) the General Assembly invited the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in consultation, inter alia, with the specialized agencies to submit information to 
the General Assembly on further action in this area. 

31.2 The Director-General will, as in the past, co-operate in attempting to meet the request 
of the General Assembly. 

31.3 In resolution 2932 A (XXVII) on "General and complete disarmament" the General Assembly 
welcomed "the report of the Secretary-General2 on napalm and other incendiary weapons and all 
aspects of their possible us©", expressed appreciation to him for having submitted it without 
delay, deplored the use of napalm and other incendiary weapons in all armed conflicts, 
commended the report to the attention of all governments and peoples, requested the Secretary-
General to publish the report for wide circulation, and to circulate it to governments of 
Member States for their comments and to report on these comments to the General Assembly at 
its twenty-eighth (1973) session. 

31.4 The Director-General at the request of the Secretary-General provided assistance in the 
preparation of the report which, inter alia, drew attention to the health implications. 

32• Seabed 

32.1 In A/RES/3029 A (XXVII) the General Assembly decided to convene the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea to meet for organizational purposes at the end of 1973 and for 
substantive work for eight weeks in 1974. The Secretary-General is authorized to provide the 
Conference with relevant documentation of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and 
the agencies are invited to co-operate fully with the Secretary-General in the preparations 
for the Conference and to participate therein. 

1 United Nations document A/AC•105/l02. 
2 United Nations document A/8803 and Corr. 1. 
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33. Effects of atomic radiation 

33.1 In A/RES/2905 (XXVII) the General Assembly expressed appreciation for the assistance 
rendered by the specialized agencies to the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects 
of Atomic Radiation. That Committee is requested to continue its work and will not report 
further to the General Assembly until the twenty-ninth (1974) session. 

34• United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNWRA) 

34.1 The General Assembly adopted resolution 2963 A-F (XXVII) on UNRWA, part A of which 
expressed its thanks, inter alia, to the specialized agencies "for their valuable work in 
assisting the refugees". The same resolution noted with concern that contributions to UNWRA 
"continue to fall short of the funds needed to cover essential budget requirements" and called 
upon governments "as a matter of urgency to make th© most generous efforts possible to meet 
the anticipated needs" of UNWRA "particularly in th© light of the budgetary deficit projected 
in the Commissioner-General's report",^ Non-contributing governments were urged to contri-
bute to UNWRA and contributors to increase their contributions. 

35. United Nations Volunteers 

35.1 In A/RES/2970 (XXVII) the General Assembly has requested the Administrator of UNDP and 
th© specialized agencies and United Nations organizations, as well as the UNDP resident 
representatives "to promote with the agreement of the countries concerned the use of United 
Nations Volunteers in United Nations assisted projects" and co-ordinate such voluntary activi-
ties with the Co-ordinator of the UNV programme. 

35.2 The 
volunteers 
EB29.R49, 2 

Organization has received 
and the Director-General, 
is prepared to respond to 

certain requests from governments 
in accordance with the provisions 
similar requests. 

for the utilization of 
of resolution 

1 United Nations document 
2 Handbook of Resolutions 

A/8713. 
and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 468. 
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1• Introduction 

1.1 As indicated in paragraph 20.4 of document EB5l/35, this part of the addendum is 
prepared to inform the Board of the decisions taken by the United Nations General Assembly 
on: 

(a) the report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions; 

(b) the United Nations Staff College; 

(c) the common system of salaries and allowances; and 

(d) the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit. 

2. Report of the Advisory Ccmnittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) 

2.1 Article 17.3 of the Charter of the United Nations provides that „the General Assembly 
shall consider and approve any financial and budgetary arrangements with the specialized 
agencies referred to in Article 57 and shall examine the administrative budgets of such 
specialized agencies with a view to making reconmendations to the agencies concerned". The 
Advisory Committee is, in terms of the Rules of Procedure of the United Nations, responsible 
to "examine on behalf of the General Assembly the administrative budgets of specialized 
agencies and proposals for financial and budgetary arrangements with such agencies". 

2.2 ACABQ presented to the twenty-seventh session (1972) of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations one report entitled "Administrative and Budgetary Co-ordination of the United 
Nations with the Specialized Agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency" (United 
Nations document a/8874), attached as Annex I.^ 

2.3 In addition to an introduction and some comparative tables containing data on financial, 
budgetary and personnel matters relevant to the organizations in the United Nations system, 
the Advisory Committee dealt in its report with two subjects: inter-organizational adminis-
trative co-ordination and the administrative budgets of the agencies for 1973. 

2.4 Under inter-organizational administrative co-ordination (pages 5-7), the Advisory 
Committee made cements on the central machinery for co-ordination and requirements for 
Chinese language staff. The former is a subject of continuing inter-agency consultations, 

Annexes are only attached to the copies of this document distributed to the members 
of the Executive Board. 
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and the relevant observations of the Advisory Committee are, in the view of the Director-
General, pertinent. Regarding the latter the Advisory Committee remarked that the need for 
Chinese language staff would now be increasing and suggested some arrangements to deal with 
this problem, particularly for the organizations located in Geneva ^diere at present there 
were no Chinese language staff. 

2.5 The Advisory Committee1 s commente and observations on the 1973 budget of the World 
Health Organization are contained in pages 50-58 of its report. As the Board will note the 
Advisory Committee did not address any specific recommendations to the Organization in this 
context. 

2.6 The General Assembly adopted on 15 December 1972 resolution A/RES/2989 (XXVII) in 
which it took note of the Advisory Committee's report and requested the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, inter alia, to refer the report and the observations therein to the 
executive heads of the specialized agencies and the IAEA. 

3. The United Nations Staff College 

3.1 On the recomnendation of the Fifth Committee,1 the United Nations General Assembly 
decided to defer consideration of the revised proposal submitted by the Executive Director 
of UNITAR on the establishment of a United Nations staff college and to review the subject 
at its twenty-eighth (1973) session. The General Assembly also requested the Secretary-
General in his capacity as Chairman of ACC and in collaboration with the Executive Director 
of UNITAR to submit a further report on the staff college project, including its financial, 
administrative and budgetary implications in the light of the observations and views of the 
Advisory Committee, the Fifth Committee and the Governing Council of the UNDP, The Director-
General will keep the Executive Board informed of any developments on this subject. 

4• Common system of salaries and allowances 

4.1 The General Assembly of the United Nations, after lengthy discussion on this subject, 
adopted unanimously resolution A/RES/3042 (XXVII) attached as Annex II.2 This decision of 
the General Assembly follows the action recommended by the United Nations Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions whose report on this subject (United Nations 
document a/8914), appears as Annex I I I T h i s disposition of the matter is as recommended 
by the Secretary-General acting as Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 
(United Nations document a/8839, Add.1) and as recommended by the International Civil Service 
Advisory Board in its comments on the report of the Special Committee for the Review of the 
United Nations Salary System (pages 11 and 12 of United Nations document A/8728, Add.l), 
Annexes IV and V.2 

4.2 Thus, there has been substantial agreement at all levels and by all bodies dealing 
with the report of the Special Committee that the urgent and essential action to be taken 
is the creation of an International Civil Service CcMnmission composed of individuals elected 
by, and responsible as a body to, the United Nations General Assembly, ^ios© functions 
broadly would comprise: 

4• 3 Responsibility for advising legislative bodies on: 

4.3.1 the broad principles for the determination of the conditions of service of 
the various categories of staff; 

1 United Nations document A/8980. 
о 
Annexes are only attached to the copies of this document distributed to the members 

of the Executive Board, 
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4.3.2 scales of pay for staff appointed to the professional and higher categories; 

4.3.3 rates of staff assessment; 

4.3.4 the development of common staff regulations. 

4.4 Exercise of regulatory powers concerning: 

4.4.1 the methodology for application of the broad principles for determining scales 
of pay; 

4.4.2 the scales of pay for all staff not in the professional or higher categories; 

4.4.3 rates of allowances and benefits (other than pensions) and the conditions for 
entitlement thereto; 

4.4.4 job-classification standards in fields of work common to several of the 
organizations. 

4.5 Development of inter-organization co-ordination in respect of: 

4.5.1 job-classification plans; 

4.5.2 standards of recruitment for all grades in fields of work common to several 
of the organizations; 

4.5.3 staff training programmes; 

4.5.4 the establishment of central rosters of qualified candidates, prepared through 
appropriate selection procedures, for recruitment to posts not above level P.2 in fields 
of work common to the organizations. 

4.6 The Director-General welcomes this decision by the United Nations General Assembly 
giving effect to the growing conviction among the executive heads of the organizations of the 
common system that effective co-ordination with regard to conditions of service r e q u i r e s the 
establishment of an inter-organization body such as the proposed Civil Service Commission, 
having explicit functions and powers established by legislative action of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

4.7 The Director-General would urge the Executive Board to recommend to the Twenty-sixth 
World Health Assembly that it respond to the invitation in operative paragraph 2 of the General 
Assembly resolution welcoming this decision of principle and authorizing the Director-General 
to participate fully in the inter-organizational consultations necessary to the presentation 
of definitive proposals to the United Nations General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session. 

4.8 It is expected that all organizations of the common system will collaborate through 
the ACC in the coming months in the drafting of a proposed statute for the Commission and in 
the working out of detailed proposals as regards the composition and staffing of the Commission, 
as requested by operative paragraph 3 of the General Assembly resolution so that a final 
decision can be taken by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its twenty-eighth 
session. Simultaneously, ACC will need to draft a suitable text of a standard agreement 
between the specialized agencies and the United Nations recognizing the functions and powers 
of the Civil Service Commission with regard to the areas of responsibility indicated in 
paragraph 2 above. Assuming that the General Assembly, at its twenty-eighth session, adopts 
a definitive statute, this, together with the text of the relevant agreement between specialized 
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agencies and the United Nations would be submitted to the Executive Board at its fifty-third 
session and to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly for a final decision as regards WHO's 
acceptance of the functions and powers of the Commission and WHO'S participation in the cost 
of the Commission. 

5. Continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit 

5.1 In accordance with its resolution 2735 A (XXV) the United Nations General Assembly 
reviewed at its twenty-seventh session the question of the continuation of the Joint Inspection 
Unit, and to that purpose had before it the views of the Joint Inspection Unit;1 the Secretary 
General of the United Nations in his capacity as Chairman of ACC;2 the Economic and Social 
Council and the CPC;^ the governing bodies of the specialized agencies and the IAEA;4 and the 
ACABQ.5 

5.2 The General Assembly adopted resolution 2924 В (XXVII), attached as Annex VI 6 to this 
document. According to this resolution the Joint Inspection Unit is to continue for another 
period of four years, i.e. up to 31 December 1977. An evaluation of its work will be made 
at the thirty-first (1976) session of the United Nations General Assembly in conjunction with 
the overall review of the machinery of the United Nations and of its system for administrative 
and budgetary control, investigation and co-ordination. 

5.3 The terms of reference, the procedures and criteria for the composition and appointment 
of the Joint Inspection Unit remain the same as those set out in the second report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to Examine the Finances of the United Nations and the Specialized 
Agencies.7 The General Assembly accepted, however, certain guidelines proposed by the 
ACABQ (paragraphs 8-16 of its report^) relating mainly to the functioning of the Unit. Thus, 
the Unit should act as a more coherent body and not as eight individuals, with a chairman 
elected annually and whose main function should be to plan and co-ordinate the Unit1s 
programme of work and to be the formal channel of communication between the Unit and the 
executive heads of the organizations. Without prejudice to its independence, the Unit in 
establishing its work programme should take into account suggestions emanating from governing 
bodies or executive heads of participating organizations, and place greater emphasis on 
subjects of particular interest to organizations which would be likely to lead to lasting 
improvements in the services rendered by these organizations. 

5.4 The follow-up of action taken on the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit was 
also among the subjects discussed. The prevailing view was in favour of the established 
principle that Mthe inspectors should have no power of decision, nor should they interfere 
in the operation of the services they inspect". On the other hand the General Assembly in 
operative paragraph 7 of its resolution A/RES/2924 В (XXVII) requested "the Secretary-General 
to submit annually to the General Assembly a succinct report on those major recommendations 
of the Joint Inspection Unit, as set forth in reports affecting the United Nations, which 
have not been implemented, together with the reasons therefor". 

United Nations document А/ /1432. 
2 United Nations document А/ 丨С.Ъ丨 /1434. 
3 United Nations document А/ /C.5/ /1437. 
4 United Nations document А/ /C.5/ /1438. 
5 United Nations document А/ '8835. 
6 

the 
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7 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org” No. 165, Annex 

of this document distributed to the members 

11, Recommendation 28. 
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5.5 In this connexion the Director-General wishes also to bring to the Board's knowledge 
paragraph 5 of the Economic and Social Council resolution 1714 (LIII) on the future of the 
Joint Inspection Unit in which th© Economic and Social Council "urges the intergovernmental 
bodies concerned to ensure that proper follow-up action is taken on the recommendations of the 
Joint Inspection Unit and to this end to request the secretariats to supply them on a regular 
basis with a succinct systematic report on the status of implementation of the Joint Inspection 
Unit's major recommendations". 

5.6 The Executive Board will recall that the World Health Organization has participated 
in the Joint Inspection Unit since th© latter's inception in 1968 in accordance with the 
Health Assembly's resolution WHA20.22.1 This participation was thereafter extended for a 
further period of two years, i.e. up to 31 December 1973 as decided by the Health AssemblyT s 
resolution WHA24.53.2 

5.7 Subsequently, the question of th© continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit was 
considered by the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly on the recommendation of the General 
Assembly. The Health Assembly, while considering that the Unit should again be continued 
on an experimental basis, believed that changes were desirable in its internal arrangements 
and that greater emphasis should be placed on the advice that the Unit could provide with a 
view to achieving better rationalization, improved management and greater uniformity in the 
work of the United Nations system. The views of the Health Assembly, as embodied in o resolution WHA25.34, were transmitted to the United Nations General Assembly. 

5.8 The cost of the Unit is financed on a pro rata basis by the United Nations and the 
participating organizations. WHO'S share amounted to $ 31 090 in 1968, $ 34 831 in 1969, 
$ 39 044 in 1970 and $ 44 621 in 1971. No accounts have so far been received for 1972. 
The total approved budget for that year amounted to $ 496 900 and is estimated at $ 500 400 
for 1973. 

5.9 In view of the above, th© Executive Board may consider it in the interest of the 
Organization to continue its participation in the Joint Inspection Unit and in compliance 
with the United Nations General Assembly resolution 2924 В (XXVII) "... to take appropriate 
action for the continuation of th© Joint Inspection Unit and the use of its services on the 
basis set out in the present resolution". 

5.10 The Executive Board may wish therefore to recommend to the Twenty-sixth World Health 
Assembly the adoption of the following resolution： 

"The Executive Board, 

1. Recalling Part II of resolution WHA20.221 by which it was decided that the World 
Health Organization should participate in the Joint Inspection Unit; and resolution 
WHA24.53^ extending the Organization's participation for a further period of two 
years beyond 31 December 1971, and resolution WHA25.34;4 

2. Having considered the United Nations General Assembly's resolution 2924 В (XXVII) 
on the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit, 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ©d., p. 452. 
2 

Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org” No. 193, p. 29. 
3 United Nations document a/c.5/l438, pages 5 and 6. 
4 Off. Rec, Wld Hlth Org” No- 201, p. 16. 
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RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly, 

1 2 1. Recalling Part II of its resolution WHA20.22, and resolutions WHA24.53 and 
25.34;3 

2. Considering that the United Nations General Assembly has decided in its 
resolution 2924 В (XXVII) to continue the Joint Inspection Unit on the existing 
experimental basis for a further period of four years beyond 31 December 1973 and 
has recommended to the other participating organizations in the United Nations 
system to take appropriate action for the continuation of the Joint Inspection 
Unit; 

1. DECIDES that the World Health Organization shall continue to participate in 
the Joint Inspection Unit on the existing experimental basis for a further period 
of four years beyond 31 December 1973; and 

2. NOTES that the United Nations General Assembly will evaluate at its thirty-
first (1976) session the work of the Joint Inspection Unit in conjunction with the 
overall review of the machinerу of the United Nations and of its system for 
administrative and budgetary control, investigation and co-ordination, taking into 
account, inter alia, the views of the governing bodies of the specialized agencies 
concerned". 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 452. 
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org” No. 193, p. 29. 
3 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org” No. 201, p. 16. 


