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APPLICATION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Application made on behalf of Namibia by the 

United Nations Council for Namibia for admission 

to associate membership

The Director-General has the honour to inform the Health Assembly that on 2 April 1974 

he received an application for associate membership in the World Health Organization made on 

behalf of Namibia by the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia. This application, dated 

26 March 1974, was made within the time limit provided in Rule 113 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Health Assembly. The text of this application is set out below:

"Dear Dr. Mahler,

Further to our discussions earlier this month, I now have the honour to submit to 

you on behalf of the United Nations Council for Namibia the application of Namibia as 

an Associate Member of the World Health Organization under the provisions of Article 8 

of the WHO Constitution.

The authority under which this application is submitted is based on the following 
resolutions of the General Assembly:

(a) 2145 (XXI), paragraphs 4 and 5, by which it was decided to terminate the 

mandate of South Africa over Namibia, and that henceforth Namibia would come 

under the direct responsibility of the United Nations, and that in these 

circumstances the United Nations must discharge those responsibilities with 

respect to Namibia.

(b) 2248 (S-V) section II, paragraph 1, which in implementation of the previous 

resolution established the United Nations Council for Namibia to administer 
Namibia until independence, with the maximum possible participation of the 

people of the Territory, and which further contains the terms of reference 

of the Council, and also, in paragraph 3 of that section, provides for the 

appointment of a United Nations Commissioner for Namibia.

(c) 3111 (XXVIII) section II, paragraph 1, in which the specialized agencies and 

other organizations within the United Nations system and the Member States 

thereof are requested to take such necessary steps as will enable the United 

Nations Council for Namibia, as the legal authority for Namibia, to participate 

fully on behalf of Namibia in the work of those agencies and organizations.

With regard to resolution 2145 it should be noted that the International Court of 

Justice in their Advisory Opinion of 1971 confirmed its legality.

In addition, I wish to inform you that the Namibia liberation movement SWAPO, which 
is recognized as such by the United Nations and by the Organization of African Unity, 

fully participates in the work of the Council, and will be included, as appropriate, in 

any delegation representing Namibia in the World Health Organization.
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I am prepared, if required, to amend and add to this application so that it fully 

conforms to the form prescribed by the relevant provisions of the Rules of Procedure of 

the World Health Assembly relating to this matter.

I remain, Sir,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Seán Mac Bride, S.C.

United Nations Commissioner for Namibia"

* *


