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effectiveness of the human environment in the promotion of

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION GROUPS1

1. Psychosocial and socioeconomic factors of the environment influencing

(a) What are the principal environmental problems recognized at the national level 
as presenting a major threat to the psychosocial and physical health of your people?

(b) What environmental conditions are seen as having either favourable or harmful 
effects on health at the local level? In particular, to what social changes and psycho
social stresses is the individual exposed in his local domestic, occupational, school and 
neighbourhood environments?

(c) What are the principal social, as opposed to economic, factors affecting the 
provision of personal health care and the extension and organization of services to improve 
the social environment and reduce the environmental causes of ill health (e.g., cultural 
taboos and attitudes, the role of indigenous medicine, the conservatism of the regular 
medical and public health services, political opposition, etc.)?

(d) What information is needed to identify the foremost social and biophysical 
environmental conditions affecting the health of your people, including high-risk groups, 
and how might it be obtained?

2. Role of the local health service

(a) Do you hold the view that the local health services should take into account all 
the environmental factors influencing health (although this would mean widening the tradi
tional scope of local health services to a broader, multidisciplinary general health care 
service)?

(b) What is your opinion on the desirability of developing community (rather than 
institutional) services for crisis intervention and care in the domestic and neighbourhood 
environment of the chronically disabled, the mentally disordered and retarded and the 
elderly sick? How appropriate would such a policy be to the sociocultural pattern of your 
country? What innovations would be needed in welfare, nursing and medical support to 
families and developing community facilities such as day centres or other forms of neigh
bourhood support?

(c) If in your country, as in most countries at present, the responsibility for 
dealing with the psychosocial and socioeconomic factors influencing health is divided 
between the local health services and other public, private and voluntary agencies, do these 
services and agencies cooperate effectively? If not, are steps being taken to coordinate, 
integrate or even amalgamate them?
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1 See Part IV of the Background Document (A27/Technical Discussions/1).
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3. Citizen participation

(a) What methods are regarded as most likely to be fruitful in making the ordinary 
citizen more aware of local health and social issues, thereby stimulating him to change 
his own environment? Should these include the education of children in schools; regular 
courses for adults; the special education of various types of auxiliary personnel (whether 
paid part-time assistants or voluntary workers); home visits; and health education as
an integral function of hospitals, maternal and child centres, and health service agencies? 
Or should these responsibilities be the prerogative of specially trained educators?

(b) Citizen participation in the form of various types of citizen health committees, 
local boards of health, and so forth is widespread. Do you prefer committees elected by 
the local political bodies (county councils or their equivalent) with mixed political and 
non-political members, committees headed ex officio by an official with professional 
expertise in health, voluntary organizations or other types of local health committee in 
which ordinary citizens play a part?

(c) Should a citizens' health committee or any other type of local body in which 
citizens participate be fact-finding or advisory (if so to whom), or should it be required 
to initiate action, exert control and report on activities (if so to whom)?

4. Desired international action

(a) What form of action by WHO and other international agencies would be of most 
help to your country in its efforts to improve the human environment? The provision of 
information, training, research, consultant services, pilot projects, or other forms of 
assistance?

(b) Should improved machinery be devised whereby the international agencies concerned 
with man's health, educational and social welfare can better collaborate on common issues?


