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REPORT OF A WORKING GROUP ON THE EIGHTEENTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL SURVEILLANCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASEs1 

A Working Group was established by Committee B of the Twenty- seventh World Health 
Assembly on Tuesday 14 May 1974 to study on the Committee's behalf the eighteenth report of 
the Committee an International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases and submit its 
recommendations thereon. The Working Group met on 14, 18 and 20 May 1974. Delegates from 
the following Member States were present: Afghanistan; Australia; Austria; Belgium; 

Canada; Cameroon; Czechoslovakia; Ecuador; Egypt; Ethiopia; France; Germany, Federal 

Republic of; Ghana; Greece; Guinea; Indonesia; Italy; Japan; Kenya; Korea; Liberia; 

Madagascar; Netherlands; New Zealand; Poland; Romania; Saudi Arabia; Sierra Leone; 
Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Togo; Turkey; Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; United States of America; Zaire; and 

Zambia. 

Dr J. L. Kilgour (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) was elected 
Chairman and Dr B. Velimirovic (Austria) Rapporteur. Mr R. Bonhoff, Dr E. Moeyyed and 
Dr A. S. Peffers representatives of the International Air Transport Association, were present. 

The Working Group considered in detail the eighteenth report of the Committee on 
International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases and has made the following comments and 
recommendations. Where the Working Group was in agreement with the observations and 

. recommendations of that Committee no specific mention of these points has been made. 

A. Functioning of the International Health Regulations (1969) for the 

Periods 1 January - 31 December 1972 

PART I - DEFINITIONS 

Article 1 

"Infected area" 

Some members of the Working Group drew attention to the practical difficulties experienced 

at airports and other points of entry in determining which travellers had come from "infected 
areas ", and examination of passports was not a solution to this problem. While the Group 
recognized that these difficulties had led to some administrations requiring certificates 
from all travellers from countries any part of which is infected it was felt that this did 

not justify changing the Recommendation of the Committee. One member described the possible 
advantages of a health card, despite the provisions of Article 88 of the Regulations. 

PART II - NOTIFICATIONS 
AND EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INFORMATION 

Article 8 

The Working Group recognized that there were many invalid and false certificates but 
stressed the importance of giving greater emphasis to the quality of immunization rather 

than to the certificate itself. 

1 See resolutions WНA27. , WHA27. and WHA27. 
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Article 11 

The Working Group noted with approval the amount of useful information provided in the 
Weekly Epidemiological Record and hoped that this would be maintained. 

It was suggested that use could be made of the excellent exhibit prepared for the 
Assembly to inform a wider public of the nature and importance of Epidemiological Surveillance 
of Communicable Diseases. 

Article 13 

One member suggested that the Director -General's Report on the Functioning of the 
International Health Regulations (1969) could be made available on an annual basis and not 
necessarily await its consideration by the Committee on International Surveillance of 
Communicable Diseases, which does not meet every year. 

Following discussion concerning Article 13, the Group recommended that health administ- 
rations should always report on the functioning of the International Health Regulations and 

that in the absence of diseases subject to the Regulations "negative information" was 
nevertheless very valuable. 

A member suggested that the Director- General remind Member States of their obligation to 

give prompt and complete information on diseases subject to the International Health Regulations. 

PART III - HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Article 18 

The majority of the Working Group agreed with the Recommendation of the Committee that 

Article 18 be deleted. It was, however, pointed out that this does not mean suppression 

of direct transit areas in international airports. It is recognized that direct transit 

areas are maintained both for health and other reasons. 

PART V - SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO 

EACH OF THE DISEASES SUBJECT TO THE 

REGULATIONS 

Chapter II - Cholera 

One member of the Working Group stressed that many countries had applied measures in 

excess of the Regulations during the outbreak of cholera in his country. 

Chapter IV - Smallpox 

Several members agreed that it would be premature to revise Article 78 as recommended by 

the eighteenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases. 

The Working Group considered that the text of Article 78 should remain unchanged but 

recommended that Member States give greater emphasis to the present epidemiological situation 

of smallpox in the interpretation of the Article. This approach should result in a valid 

vaccination certificate being required only from those travellers having been within the last 

fourteen days in a territory in which there is an infected area. 
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One member drew attention to the importance of the control of the discharge of wastes 
from ships in and around ports. The Group urged the Director -General to explore the 

possibility of coordinating international action to deal with this question. 

В. Standard of food and drinking -water in international traffic and 

application of Article 14 of the International Health Regulations (1969) 

After extensive discussion on the practicability of the Recommendations relating to 

separate sources of food supply for pilot and co -pilot for aircraft safety the Group agreed 

that it be implied that this be done only where circumstances made it a practical possibility. 

C. International Health Regulations (1969) 

(a) Reservations to the Additional Regulations (Resolution WHA26.55) 

I. The Working Group considered the reservations to the Additional Regulations of the 

International Health Regulations (1969) submitted by States under the terms of Article 99 of 

these Regulations and Article II of Resolution WHА26.55, together with the recommendations of 

the Eighteenth Session of the Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable 

Diseases on these reservations. 

The Working Group in considering the communications received from Member States adopted 
as its terms of reference: 

1. To consider the effect of the reservations submitted by Member States on the general 

purposes of the Regulations and whether the reservations to the Additional Regulations 

substantially detract from the character and purpose of the International Health Regulations 

(1969). On the basis of these considerations, to make recommendations on the reservations 

as to their acceptability or otherwise. 

2. To identify those items included in the communications from Member States which are 

in effect comments on or proposed amendments to the Regulations and when not already included 

in the Eighteenth Report of the Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable 

Diseases recommend their submission to the next session of that Committee. 

II, The Working Group recommends that its findings on the reservations, if adopted by the 

Assembly be submitted to governments in compliance with the terms of Article 99 in order that 

governments may notify the Director -General, unless that they have already done so, of the 

withdrawal of their reservation or reservations in so far as they have not been accepted by 

the World Health Assembly. 

III, In addition to the communications from Malta dated 3 October 1973 and Yugoslavia 

dated 3 October and 28 November 1973 noted in the Eighteenth Report of the Committee on 

International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases to have been delayed beyond the period 

provided in Article II of Resolution WHA26,55, the attention of the Working Group was drawn 

to communications from Congo dated 12 March 1974, Saudi Arabia dated 19 March 1974 and 

Nigeria dated 30 April 1974. In a letter dated 1 September 1973, India requested a delay 

for submission of Reservations but no subsequent communication had been received. With 

respect to Italy the Working Group noted that in addition to the telegram received within the 

period stated in article II of resolution WHA26.55 a subsequent letter explaining the basis 

for the reservations was addressed to the Director -General on 6 February 1974. 
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IV. The Working Group with the exception of two members agreed with the recommendations 
contained in the Eighteenth Report of the Committee on International Surveillance of 

Communicable Diseases that the Reservations submitted should not be accepted on the ground that 

they substantially detract from the character and purpose of the International Health 
Regulations (1969). 

V. The communications received from Governments within the period stipulated in Article II 

of Resolution WHA26.55 are reproduced below: 

• 

• 
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EGYPT 

Letter from the Under -Secretary for Health, dated 24 August 1973 

I wish to refer to WHO letter No. C.L.18.1973 of 14 June 1973 enclosing resolution 
WHA26.55 which was adopted by the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly in May 1973 amending 
the International Health Regulations. 

In view of the importance of the geographic situation of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
which lies at the centre of the world, and due to the increase in international traffic and 

the increasing number of arrivals to Egypt from cholera endemic countries and from countries 
recently infected with this disease; and in the light of our special circumstances, we have 

decided as follows: 

1. PART I - DEFINITIONS 

Article 1 - The Arab Republic of Egypt accepts the amendment requested. 

2. PART III - HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Article 21 - The Arab Republic of Egypt makes reservation as regards the amendment 
requested. 

3. PART V - SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO EACH OF THE DISEASES SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS 

Chapter II - Cholera - The Arab Republic of Egypt makes reservation as regards the 

amendment requested and wishes to maintain Articles 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70 and 71 of 

the International Health Regulations as they stand. 

4. PART VI - HEALTH DOCUMENTS 

The Arab Republic of Egypt makes reservation as regards the amendment requested, and 

wishes to maintain Article 92 and Appendix 2 of the International Health Regulations as they 

stand. 

5. FINAL PROVISIONS 

The Arab Republic of Egypt accepts the amendment requested. 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 

Letter from the Acting Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the 
Federal Republic of Germany to the International Organizations at Geneva, 

dated 7 September 1973 

With reference to your letter of 14 June 1973 (Ref: С.L.18.1973) by which you formally 
notified the adoption of the Additional Regulations amending the International Health 
Regulations (1969), I have the honour to communicate the following on behalf of the Government 
of the Federal Republic of Germany: 

The Additional Regulations amending the International Health Regulations (1969) can 
enter into force in the Federal Republic of Germany only subject to the approval of the 
legislative bodies of the Federal Republic of Germany. The Federal Government has taken 

appropriate measures but cannot secure that this approval will be obtained until 1 January 
1974, 

The Federal Government, therefore, in accordance with Article 22 of the Constitution of 
the World Health Organization and Article IV of the Additional Regulations amending the 

International Health Regulations (1969), makes the following reservation: 

(a) The Additional Regulations of 23 May 1973 amending the International Health 

Regulations will not enter into force in the Federal Republic of Germany unless the 
Director -General of WHO has been notified by the Federal Republic of Germany that 
the domestic prerequisites are fulfilled. 

(b) Until the entry into force of the Additional Regulations of 23 May 1973 amending 

the International Health Regulations with respect to the Federal Republic of Germany, 

the Federal Government reserves its rights to make reservations with regard to these 

provisions. 

I would appreciate if you would kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter. 

• 
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GREECE 

Letter from the Ministry of Social Services, Services for International Relations 
dated September 1973 

In reply to your letter of 14 June 1973 concerning certain amendments in the International 
Health Regulations (1969) I am pleased to inform you that, in principle, we are in agreement 
with the proposed changes, with the following reservations: 

As concerns Article 64, renumbered as Article 63, the health authority will retain the 
right to take samples and have stool cultures made in the case of certain persons subject to 
surveillance. 

As concerns Article 70, the health authority will retain the right to take samples and 

have cultures made of any foodstuff coming from an infected area, even if no positive or 
suspect case has been detected on the means of transport. 

In conclusion so as to avoid serious financial consequences in countries where there are 
a large number of tourists, and taking into consideration the finding that the disease has 

recently presented a benign variation, we feel that the abrogation of Article 63 of the 

International Health Regulations could be combined with the replacement of the word "cholera" 
by some other word which does not cause, both among permanent residents and among visitors to 

a country, the panic caused in the past because of the seriousness and the nature of the 

disease. 

• 
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INDIA 

Letter from the Under Secretary, Government of India, dated 1 September 1973 

With reference to your letter No. C.L.18.1973, dated 14 June 1973, on the above subject, 
I am directed to say that the question of making reservations to the Additional Regulations 
amending the International Health Regulations, 1969, is under consideration in consultation 
with the Port /Airport Health Officers which requires detailed examination. As such it is not 

possible to adhere to the date of 14 September 1973 fixed by you for sending the reservations, 
if any, which will be sent to you as soon as the views of the Port /Airport Health Officers 
are received and finalised. It is requested that the date fixed as 14 September 1973 may 

kindly be suitably extended. 

• 

• 



• 
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INDONESIA 

Letter from the Director of Quarantine Services, Ministry of Health 
dated 23 July 1973 

Referring to your letter dated 14 June 1973 Ref: C.L.18.1973 concerning Additional 

Regulations amending the International Health Regulations (1969), I would like to inform 

you that the Indonesian Government prefers Article 63 paragraph 1 to read as follows: 

If on arrival of ship, aircraft, train, road vehicle or other means of transport a 

case of cholera is discovered, or a case has occurred on board within a period of 
five days before arrival the health authority (a) may apply surveillance or isolation 

of suspects among passengers or crew for a period not to exceed five days reckoned 

from the date of disembarkation; (b) etc 

With the exception of the abovementioned change the whole amendment is accepted without any 

reservation. 



А27/8/6 
page 10 

IRAN 

Letter from the Ministry of Health, International Health Relations Department, 
dated 25 August 1973 

With reference to Dr Candau's letter C.L.18.1973 dated 14 June 1973, and its enclosure 

the copy of resolution adopted by the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly on 23 May 1973, 

concerning "Additional Regulations of 23 May 1973 Amending the International Health 

Regulations (1969)" we would like to inform you that the resolution mentioned is under study. 

At this stage we register our reservation on Articles 63, 65 (paragraph a), 68, 69 

(paragraph a) in part 5 and subparagraph No. 5 Article 92 in part 6. 

• 

• 
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IRAQ 

Letter from the Ministry of Health, dated 27 June 1973 

I acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter No. C.L.18.1973 dated 14 June 

concerning the additional regulations amending the International Health Regulations 1969 

which the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly adopted on 23 May 1973. 

I have the honour on behalf of my government to inform you that we accept these 
amendments pending ratification of my government with the following reservation. 

The government of the Republic of Iraq reserve the right not to accept the deletion 

of Article 63 Chapter II Cholera and the appendix 2 - the form of Cholera certificate, 

until such time arrives when it considers that sanitary conditions in Iraq could permit not 

to request cholera vaccination certificates from persons arriving from cholera endemic areas. 

Please accept my highest consideration. 

• 



А27/В/6 
page 12 

ITALY 

Telegram from the Minister of Health, dated 7 September 1973 

REFERENCE C.L.18.1973 ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS AMENDING INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS 
FORMULATE RESERVATIONS AMENDMENTS ARTICLES 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68 AND 69 STOP REASONS 
WILL BE GIVEN IN LETTER TO FOLLOW. 

In addition to the above -mentioned telegram the following letter was addressed to the 
Director -General on 6 February 1974 

Following our cable of 6 September 1973 concerning reservations to some amendments 
adopted by the 26th World Health Assembly. I am now in a position to give you the reasons for 
such reservations as they have been formulated on the basis of the conclusions arised from 
the discussions on the subject of our consultative body (Consiglio Superiore di Sanitá). 

1. From the recent experience of our country in this matter, even countries having advanced 
health services, the fear of cholera is strongly felt from a large part of the population 
which is still trusting the vaccination practice as a control measure against the disease. 
We feel that the Italian population as well as that of other countries, would not agree to 

drop a protective measure even scientifically demonstrated of little value. The knowledge 
that people coming from an infected area are somewhat controlled gives the feeling that 
something is done for the protection of the population. 

2. It is agreed that the vaccination value is relatively low; however, there are still some 

discrepancies among the various sources, and even at its limited efficacy, it should be 

considered yet as a protecting factor which, if added to other measures, would be able to 

contribute to keep under control the spreading of the disease. We noted in our recent 

experience that in various exposed families, few members not vaccinated have been attacked 
where other vaccinated components of the same family were not affected. This experience if 

valid on a family basis, should be also valid on international level. 

3. There is the hope that from the studies carried out at present, a more efficacious vaccine 

could be produced in the very near future. If this is so, it does not seem advisable to 

discourage now the use of the vaccine as a control means against the spreading of the disease, 

in view of the possibility of reinforcing the present regulations as they were before the 

amendments. 

4. Because of its geographical situation in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea, Italy is 

more exposed in comparison with other coast countries as the heavy traffic passes through 

our country. 

5. Finally, article 63 should not be deleted for the time being, because the surveillance 

provisions permit to detect an imported case at its incubation phase, at the mutual advantage 

both of the Health Services and of the patient himself. 

I am confident that the above considerations will explain our position and I hope that 

our reservations will be withdrawn in the near future following the improvement of the 

epidemiological situation. 



• 

• 
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LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC 

Letter from the Ministry of Health, Department of Planning and Follow -up, 
dated 26 July 1973 

I wish to refer to your letter No. 1/2/37/23/4628 of 16 July 1973 concerning introduction 
of additional regulations amending the International Health Regulations (1969), particularly 

with respect to cholera and the international certificate of vaccination for that disease. 

I am sending you herewith the text of the reservations made by this Department in 

respect of the proposed changes for onforwarding to the Director -General, World Health 
Organization. 

We consider it important to continue in the surveillance of persons coming from 

cholera infected areas. According to this, a person on an international voyage who will come 

to L.A.R. from cholera infected area within the incubation period, may be placed under 

surveillance for a period of not more that five days, reckoned from the date of his 

departure from the infected area. 

We have no reservation to other proposed changes. 
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MALAGASY REPUBLIC 

Letter from the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Department for Multilateral 

Relations, dated 11 September 1973 

In reply to your letter referred to above I have the honour to transmit herewith the 

agreements and reservations formulated by the national health administration of the 

Malagasy Republic concerning the additional regulations of 23 May 1973 amending the 

International Health Regulations (1969), in particular Articles 1, 21, 63 -71 and 92. 

• 

• 
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Additional regulation of 23 May 1973 Agreements and reservations formulated 

PART I - DEFINITIONS 

Article 1 - Replace the definition of "airport" by the 

following: "means any airport designated by the Member 

State in whose territory it is situated as an airport of 

entry and departure for international air traffic, where 

the formalities incident to customs, immigration, public 

health, animal and plant quarantine and similar procedures 

are carried out ". 

Agreement 

PART III - HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Article 21 - Paragraph 1: delete subparagraphs (b), (c). 
Agreement 

PART V - SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO EACH OF THE 

DISEASES SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS 

Chapter II - Cholera 

Article 63 - Delete 

Article 64 - Renumber as Article 63 and amend as follows: 

"1. If on arrival of a ship, aircraft, train, road 

vehicle or other means of transport a case of cholera is 

discovered, or a case has occurred on board, the health 

authority 
(a) may apply surveillance or isolation of suspects among 

passengers or crew for a period not to exceed 5 days 

reckoned from the date of disembarkation; 

(b) shall be responsible for the supervision of the 
removal and safe disposal of any water, food (excluding 

cargo), human dejecta, waste water, including bilge water, 

waste matter, and any other matter which is considered to 
be contaminated, and shall be responsible for the dis- 

infection of water tanks and food handling equipment. 
2. Upon accomplishment of (b) the ship, aircraft, train, 

road vehicle or other means of transport shall be given 

free pratique." 

Articles 65 -69 inclusive - To be deleted. 

Article 70 - Renumber as Article 64 and reword as follows: 

"Foodstuffs carried as cargo on board ships, aircraft, 

trains, road vehicles or other means of transport in 
which a case of cholera has occurred during the journey 
may not be subjected to bacteriological examination except 
by the health authorities of the country of final destina- 
tion." 

Article 71 - Retain text unchanged, and renumber as 

Article 65. 

The national health administration of the Malagasy 

Republic, through the airport health authorities of its 

territory, reserves the right to apply Articles 63, 64, 

65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70 and 71 of the present International 

Health Regulations (1969), without amendment. 

This reservation is motivated by: 

- the geographical situation of Madagascar (an island) 

between Africa and Asia, two continents where cholera is 

endemic in many countries; 

- the inadequate health infrastructure in the national 

territory; 
- the dishonesty of certain crews in making their General 

Declaration; 

- the low level of hygiene in the national territory, so 

that if a case of cholera were introduced it would make 

Madagascar an endemic country for several months, or even 

years; 

- the fact that certain countries, even Members of the 
World Health Organization, do not declare their infected 

areas, or do so only after some delay; 

- the time required, which is sometimes considerable, for 

the Weekly Epidemiological Record to reach the airport 

authorities of distant Member States; 

- the rapidity and multiplication of the international 
means of transport made available to international 
passengers who, in a time less than the incubation period 

of the diseases subject to the regulations, can travel 
from an infected area to an uninfected country; 
- etc. 

PART VI - HEALTH DOCUMENTS 

Article 92 - Subparagraph 1. Delete reference to 
Appendix 2 and renumber accordingly. 

Subparagraph 3. Reword to read as follows: 

"3. International certificates of vaccination must be 
signed in his own hand by a medical practitioner or other 
person authorized by the national health administration; 
his official stamp is not an accepted substitute for his 
signature ". 

Subparagraph 5. Delete reference to 
Appendix 2 and renumber accordingly. 

Appendix 2 - Delete and renumber Appendices accordingly. 

The national health administration of the Malagasy 
Republic reserves the right: 
- bearing in mind the reservation formulated above, to 
apply without change subparagraphs 1 -5 of Article 92 of 

the present International Health Regulations (1969); 

- to refuse to recognize the validity of international 
vaccination certificates issued by any "other person 
authorized by the national health administration" who does 
not have the title of physician; 

- to maintain in force Appendix 2 of the present Inter- 
national Health Regulations (1969). 
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THAILAND 

Letter from the Under - Secretary of State for Public Health, Ministry of Public 

Health, dated 31 August 1973 

Reference is made to your letter C.L.18.1973 dated 14 June 1973, regarding the 

resolution WHA26.55 adopted by the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly concerning the 

additional regulations amending the International Health Regulations (1969), particularly 

with respect to cholera and the international certificate of vaccination for that disease. 

In this connexion I have the honour to inform you that the Royal Thai Government wishes to 

make a reservation to these additional regulations as follows: 

"Except for children under one year of age, any person travelling to Thailand from a 

country where cholera is considered to be endemic is required to carry with him or her a 

valid anticholera vaccination certificate." • 

• 
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VI. The communications received from Governments beyond the period stipulated in Article II 

of Resolution WHA26.55 are reproduced below: 

CONGO 

Letter from the Ministry of Health, dated 12 March 1974 

In view of the present epidemiological situation throughout the world as concerns cholera 
I have the honour to inform you that our country has decided to cancel the obligation for all 
travellers coming from another country to be vaccinated against cholera. We feel that this 
decision will bring us into line with the WHO booklet published in Geneva in 1974. 

However, such vaccination will be obligatory in 1975 for all travellers coming from an 
infected area. Would you kindly inform Geneva of our position so that it can be inserted 
in the 1975 booklet? 

• 
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MALTA 

Letter from the Department of Health, Head Office, dated 3 October 1973 

Please refer to your Circular Letter C.L.18.1973 dated 14 June 1973. 

I am to inform you that we find no objections to the deletion or changes of Articles 1, 21 

and 92. 

With regards to the other articles, we do not agree to the proposals at the present time 

and wish to register our reservation in the sense that we reserve the right to require com- 
pliance with the measures therein provided for. 
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NIGERIA 

Letter from the Federal Ministry of Health, dated 30 April 1974 

I refer to the above resolution. This is to inform you that Nigeria has decided not 
to implement this resolution. 

• 

• 
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SAUDI ARABIA 

Letter from the Director -General, Department of Technical Co- operation, 

dated 19 March 1974 

I have received a letter from the Ministry of Health in reference to the letter of the 
Director - General of the World Health Organization No. C.L.18.1973 of 14 June 1973 and 

resolution No. WHA26.55 of the Twenty -sixth World Health Assembly deleting Article 63 

relating to the international certificate of vaccination against cholera, and amending 

Article 64 relative to the measures to be taken by the local health authority if a case 

of cholera is discovered on board a ship, aircraft or other means of transport. 

In the above letter, the Ministry indicated that the position of the Saudi authorities 
in regard to the above resolution will be as follows: 

1. In accordance with the reservation made by the Saudi and other delegations to 
deleting Article 63, the Saudi Health Authorities will continue to request persons 
arriving in Saudi Arabia from cholera infected or endemic areas to submit a valid 

international certificate of vaccination against cholera during the pilgrimage season 

as well as all the year round. 

The Saudi Health Authorities will also continue to request such a certificate 
from all persons arriving in Saudi Arabia from other areas during the pilgrimage 
season. 

2. As regards the amendment made to Article 64 relative to the measures to be taken 
by the local health authority if a case of cholera is discovered on board a ship, air- 

craft or any other means of transport, the Saudi Delegation had proposed addition of the 
term "isolation" next to "surveillance ". And this proposal was accepted by Member 

States. Hence, the Saudi Health Authorities will apply these health measures to 

contacts of a cholera case on board a ship, aircraft or any other means of transport. 

It would be appreciated if WHO headquarters could be notified accordingly. • 
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YUGOSLAVIA 

Telegram from the Yugoslav Health Authorities, dated 3 October 1973 

REYOURLET C.L.1973 of 14 JUNE YUGOSLAV HEALTH AUTHORITIES HAVE 
RESERVATIONS TO ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS AMENDING INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 
REGULATIONS TEXT WILL BE COMMUNICATED SUBSEQUENTLY 
SIGNATURE: Zdravkom Jakovljevic 

and letter dated 28 November 1973 

I have the honour to refer to your letter C.L.18.1973 of June 14, 1973 and accordingly • inform you of the following: 
"The Health Authorities of the SFR of Yugoslavia accept the Additional Regulations 

amending the International Health Regulations /196 9јadopted by the Twenty -sixth World Health 
Assembly on 23 May 1973. 

However, the Health Authorities of the SFR of Yugoslavia reserve the right to order, 
for persons in international traffic coming to Yugoslavia from any infected area in the world, 
sanitary control in the duration of five days counting from the date of their departure from 

the infected area." 

• 
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D. Vector control in international health 

Two members queried whether sufficient knowledge had yet been acquired on the biological 
effects of Dichlorvos on humans, particularly those such as air crews subject to frequent 
exposure, persons with respiratory defects and possible allergic conditions. 

The Group heard reassuring evidence of studies conducted at sea level and high altitudes 
showing no cumulative effects. It was noted that Dichlorvos has been in use since 1959. 

The Working Group interpreted the recommendation of the Committee on International 
Surveillance of Communicable Diseases relating to Dichlorvos as meaning that Member States 

of the Organization should immediately accept as valid disinsecting by the System. 

F. Lassa fever 

The Group urged the Director -General to make available to Member States information 

relating to Lassa fever, in particular the experiences with hospitalization and transportation 

of diseased persons. 

G. Regulations for the Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases 

The Group agreed with the proposed changes in the Regulations for the Committee on 

International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases. 

H. Passenger manifests 

Two members of the Group saw advantages in maintaining passenger manifests. One member 

stressed the value of distributing information to passengers on the early symptoms of disease. 

• 
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APPENDIX 2 

The Working Group did not as previously mentioned agree with the proposal contained in 

this Appendix to revise Article 78. It agreed that the remaining amendments, which are of a 
minor character, should be kept in abeyance until a further substantial revision was necessary. 

Following a suggestion from one member, the Working Group agreed that a broad review of 

the basic concepts of the International Health Regulations would be timely. 

It was agreed that this question should be referred to the next meeting of the Committee 
on International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases. 

In conclusion, the Working Group agreed to recommend to Committee В for consideration and 
submission to the World Health Assembly, the following three draft resolutions. 

• 

• 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

TWENTУ- SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SURVEILLANCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

Eighteenth Report 

The Twenty- seventh World Health Assembly, 

WHA27. 

May 1974 

Having considered the eighteenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of 

Communicable Diseases, 

1. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

2. APPROVES the recommendations in the eighteenth report of the Committee on International 
Surveillance of Communicable Diseases subject to the comments and modifications contained in the 
report of the Working Group of Committee B.1 

1 



DRAFT RESOLUTION 

TWENTY -SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

SAFETY OF FOOD AND WATER AND THE HANDLING 
OF WASTES IN INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC 

The Twenty- seventh World Health Assembly, 
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WHA27. 

May 1974 

Having considered resolution ЕВ53.R27 adopted by the Executive Board at its fifty -third 
session and the recommendation made by the Committee on International Surveillance of 

Communicable Diseases at its eighteenth session; 

Recalling paragraph 4 of resolution WHА26.54; 

Believing that, in view of the growth of international traffic, continuous attention 
should be given to the safety of food and water and the handling of wastes in such traffic, 

1. STRESSES the need for each Member State to clarify the ultimate responsibility for the 

safety of food and water and the proper handling of wastes in international traffic; 

2. RECOMMENDS that Member States coordinate and ensure the close and active participation 
in such a responsibility of health authorities, port and airport management, aircraft 

operators, shipping companies, tourist associations, and any other service or agency 

concerned with international traffic; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to maintain close contact with representatives of 

international organizations concerned with international traffic with a view to promoting 

the coordination and implementation of activities aimed at improving the safety of food and 

water and the handling of wastes; and 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General to prepare appropriate guidance materials for the use of 
health and other agencies in this field and keep them up to date. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

TWENTY- SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

RESERVATIONS TO THE ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS OF 23 MAY 1973 AMENDING THE 
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS (1969) 

The Twenty- seventh World Health Assembly, 

WHA27. 
May 1974 

Having considered a report1 on the reservations to the Additional Regulations of 

23 May 1973 amending the International Health Regulations (1969), adopted by the Twenty -sixth 

World Health Assembly in resolution WHA26.55, and comments thereto contained in the eighteenth 

report of the Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases, 

1. ADOPTS the report; 

2. REQUESTS the Director- General to transmit the report to all governments and to members 

of the Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases; and 

3. INVITES those governments not yet bound by the International Health Regulations (1969) 

to take appropriate action as a matter of urgency so as to facilitate international travel, 
the surveillance of communicable diseases and the interchange of health information. 

1 
Report of the Working Group appointed by Committee В. (This will eventually be a 

reference to Official Records.) 


