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1. Introduction

1.1 The Health Assembly has before it under this item Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 215, 
Executive Board, fifty-third session, Part I, Resolutions and Annexes, which contains the 
text of resolution EB53.R58 which, in operative paragraph 3, requests the Director-General 
"to pursue consultations with the United Nations Development Programme, UNICEF, and possible 
sources of voluntary support for the programmes" of humanitarian assistance in the health 
field to the populations helped by the national liberation movements recognized by the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) "that had been requested, with a view to their early 
implementation". Document EB53/29, presented to the Executive Board, appears in the same 
Official Record as Annex 10.

1.2 In this connexion the Health Assembly has before it under item 3.15.1 of the provisional 
agenda document A27/24 which contains in its Annex I the full text of General Assembly 
resolution 3118 (XXVIII) which is further to the two resolutions adopted at the end of 1972 
and in the summer of 1973 referred to in the title of this document.

2. Developments since the fifty-third session of the Executive Board

2.1 Following the conclusion of the fifty-third session of the Executive Board, the 
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and the Executive-Director of 
UNICEF, both of whom had cooperated with the Director-General in the early consultations 
referred to in Annex 10, were informed of the decision taken by the Board and their attention 
was drawn to paragraph 5 of document EB53/29 on which the Board had based its action. They 
had previously been informed of the receipt by the Organization of the broad outline of 
requests for assistance presented by the ministries of health of the United Republic of 
Tanzania and of Zambia for international assistance in the health field for populations 
helped by the OAU-recognized liberation movements. They were also informed that a similar 
request had been received from the Government of the Congo. The Administrator of UNDP and 
the Executive-Director of UNICEF were advised that the governments of Finland, Netherlands, 
Norway and Sweden, who had indicated their readiness to consider the provision of contri
butions to meet requests for humanitarian assistance, had also been contacted "in an effort 
to expedite the actual provision of humanitarian assistance which the Executive Board has 
approved".

2.2 The Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme informed the Governing 
Council at its seventeenth session in January 1974 that it had not then been possible to 
reach full agreement with the Organization of African Unity on the terms of a relationship 
agreement between the two organizations. It is expected that the agreement between OAU and 
UNDP will be signed after it has been approved by the OAU Council of Ministers. The 
Governing Council requested the Administrator to submit to its eighteenth session in
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June 1974 "a written report on progress made in this respect including financial, administra
tive and practical aspects, and the results of on-going consultations with the OAU".

2.3 The Governing Council decided that in accordance with the General Assembly recommendation 
in resolution 3118 (XXVIII) counterpart obligations normally required by sponsoring Governments 
be waived in respect of projects beneficial to the peoples concerned. The Administrator is 
continuing consultations with the host governments as well as with WHO, other organizations 
concerned and the concerned national liberation movements recognized by the OAU and will report 
on his consultations to the June 1974 session of the Governing Council. Consideration is also 
being given by UNDP to the development of innovative and flexible approaches to the provision 
of assistance.

2.4 The decision of the Executive Board of WHO was communicated to the Organization of African 
Unity and through it to the national liberation movements, as well as to the host governments. 
Throughout the period immediately preceding the fifty-third session of the Executive Board and 
thereafter, consultations have taken place through the Regional Office for Africa and at the 
country level to develop detailed programmes and in some instances the technical coordination 
committees, to which Annex 10 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 215 refers, have met for this pur
pose. Close association has been maintained with the regional and country representatives of 
UNDP and UNICEF. In these discussions it was agreed that WHO would provide technical advice 
and support to all aspects of health and related training to be provided by UNDP or UNICEF 
whose assistance is expected to be complementary.

2.5 Informal consultations were held in April 1974 between representatives of the organi
zations within the United Nations system and a representative of OAU for the purpose of 
establishing arrangements for closer cooperation regarding the implementation of the various 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and by the Economic and Social Council as well as 
by the legislative bodies of other organizations in the United Nations system. It was recog
nized that further consideration should be given to assisting liberation movements which were 
encountering difficulties in assessing, formulating and quantifying their requirements for 
humanitarian assistance, while simplification was also required of the procedures for presenting 
requests and developing arrangements to provide responses thereto.

3. Summary of developments in the concerned host countries

3.1 United Republic of Tanzania

The Government of the United Republic of Tanzania has submitted a request for a project 
in the health sector entitled "Basic health training for African refugees" with WHO as the 
proposed executing agency. The details of the project were developed by the technical 
coordination committee consisting of representatives of the Ministry of Health, OAU, WHO, UNDP 
and UNICEF and the objectives set forth fall within the framework of the general objectives 
reflected in paragraph 5 of Annex 10 of Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 215 which is before the 
Health Assembly. The Executive-Director of UNICEF is proposing to the Executive Board of the 
Fund, which will meet from 13 to 24 May 1974, assistance to Tanzania at the level of $ 500 000 
for a two-year period, $ 400 000 of which it is hoped will be financed by a special contribution. 
The attention of the UNICEF Executive Board has been drawn to the fact that 350 000 people are 
involved and that the liberation movements themselves are taking responsibility for the 
development of local infrastructure and at least minimal services in respect of health, 
sanitation, education and welfare. It is evident that the training and other elements of 
health programmes which are to be provided to Tanzania as well as to other countries in a 
similar situation will aid in the development of infrastructure and of trained personnel, some 
of whom may later be able to assist in meeting the needs of the populations within the liberated 
areas.
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3.2 Zambia

Detailed requests have been developed for assistance to populations helped by the various 
liberation movements in Zambia where a similar technical coordination committee has been 
established. A proposal for UNICEF assistance for a two-year period amounting to some 
$ 500 000 has been developed in cooperation with the Zambian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
other members of the technical coordination committee to cover health and welfare services to 
benefit mothers and children in settlement areas, mobile health service units, equipment and 
supplies and special facilities for increased training of auxiliary health staff. UNICEF is 
proposing the provision of $ 100 000 to launch the scheme and hopes, as in the instance of 
Tanzania, to find the remainder by special contributions. While the greatest number of 
refugees in Zambia are from Angola and Mozambique there is a group of Namibian refugees as 
well as refugees from South Africa settled in the country and a series of separate meetings 
has been held including representatives of the ministries of foreign affairs and health, and 
the representatives of WHO, UNDP, UNICEF, OAU and the liberation movements (South West 
African People's Organization (SWAPO), African National Congress (ANC)) involved to consider 
possible action for these smaller groups.

3.3 Zaire

Consultations have been held by the Regional Office with the host government and the 
representatives of the liberation movements concerning the provision of assistance to the 
large number of Angolans now living in Zaire.

3.4 Congo

Consultations have been held by the Regional Office with the Government of the Congo where 
there are also Angolan refugees though in lesser numbers.

3.5 Senegal and Guinea

Discussions have been held with both governments with respect to the provision of assis
tance for inhabitants of Guinea-Bissau resident in these two countries. Close collaboration 
is maintained by WHO with UNICEF, UNESCO, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and the World Food Programme as well as with representatives of the Partido 
Africano de Independência da Guiñé e Cabo Verde (PAIGC).

4. WHO assistance

4.1 WHO has responded to a specific request for the provision of vaccine as a result of 
outbreaks of cholera amongst the populations assisted by the Zimbabwe African National Union 
(ZANU) and Frente de Libertaçao de Mocambique (FRELIMO), which was received from the OAU on 
behalf of the liberation movements, as well as from the Chairman of the Working Group of the 
United Nations Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The request 
reached WHO on 27 March 1974 and on 3 April WHO dispatched 352 000 doses of cholera vaccine 
from WHO headquarters stock to the OAU in Dar es Salaam for immediate distribution to ZANU and 
FRELIMO. The air freight costs of this shipment were met by the Netherlands Government.
Advice was provided on the necessary handling of the vaccine.

* * *


