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1. MEMBERSHIP OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA
The CHAIRMAN announced that the Director-General had just been informed by the United 

Nations that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, admitted to the Organization by 
resolution WHA26.28 of 17 May 1973, had become a Member of WHO by depositing its instrument 
of acceptance of the WHO Constitution with the Secretary-General on 19 May 1973. He welcomed 
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to membership of the Organization.

2. DRAFT FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE В (Document А2б/в/б)
At the request of the Chairman, Dr MIKEM (Togo), Rapporteur, read out the draft fourth 

report of Committee B.
Decision: The report was adopted.

3. ASSESSMENT FOR 1973 AND 1974 OF NEW MEMBERS: Item 3.6.2 of the Agenda (Document 
A26/56) (continued)
At the Chairman's request, Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, introduced the Director- 

General's report (A26/56) on the assessment of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
Pending a recommendation concerning the rate of assessment by the United Nations Committee 

on Contributions, on the basis of which the definitive assessment could be fixed by the World 
Health Assembly, the Director-General recommended that the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea be assessed at a provisional rate of 0.10% for 1973 and 1974, to be adjusted by an 
increase or decrease to the definitive assessment rate when established by the Health Assembly. 
In accordance with United Nations practice, the contribution for 1973, the year of admission, 
would be reduced to one-third of 0.10%.

A draft resolution for the Committee's consideration was contained in paragraph 4 of the 
Director-General's report.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.

4. HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: Item 3.13 of 
the Agenda (Resolution WHA25.54; Documents A26/21 and Add.1-3, A26/wp/5 and Add.l, and 
Corr.l) (continued)
The CHAIRMAN recalled that the sponsors of the draft resolution introduced by the Zambian 

delegate at the previous meeting had amended their text in the light of the Committee's 
discussion. The revised draft resolution read as follows:

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly,
A

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the 
attainment of peace and security,

Considering that the non-return of the Palestinian refugees and displaced persons 
to their homes is gravely affecting their physical and mental health,

Having considered document A26/WP/5,
1. REAFFIRMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental health of the 
refugees and displaced persons necessitates that they immediately be afforded their 
right to return to their homes, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations;
2. CALLS upon Israel to refrain from such practices as the destruction of the refugee 
shelters and the dispersal of the refugees;
3. REQUESTS the Director-General to intensify and expand to the largest extent possible 
the Organizations' programme of health assistance to the refugees and displaced persons 
in the Middle East.
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В
Conscious of its responsibilities to ensure adequate health conditions for all 

peoples particularly those who suffer from exceptional circumstances such as military 
occupation,

Having examined document A26/21,
Considering that the need for gathering and verifying facts on health conditions 

of the inhabitants of the occupied territories requires a comprehensive field investiga
tion and contact with all parties directly concerned,
1. DECIDES to establish an expert committee appointed by three Member States chosen 
by the fifty-second session of the Executive Board in consultation with the Director- 
General to study the health conditions of the inhabitants of the occupied territories 
in the Middle East, in all its aspects and to submit a comprehensive report on its 
findings to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly;
2. REQUESTS the Special Committee to contact all governments and institutions concerned, 
and obtain from them all necessary and relevant information on the situation;
3. REQUESTS the governments concerned to co-operate with the Special Committee and 
particularly to facilitate its free movement in the occupied territories;
4. REQUESTS the Director-General to provide the Special Committee with all facilities 
necessary for the performance of its mission.
Dr SAENZ SANGUINETTI (Uruguay) proposed that in Part A, operative paragraph 2 of the 

Spanish text of the revised draft resolution, the phrase "resultan en la destrucción" be 
amended to read "resultan de la destrucción". No change was required in the other languages.

Dr CAYLA (France) said that his delegation wished to submit an amendment to the revised 
draft resolution. He requested that the Committee postpone further discussion of the item 
until the text was ready for distribution.

It was so agreed.

5. SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SURVEILLANCE OF COMMUNICABLE 
DISEASES: Item 3.19 of the Agenda (Documents A26/26 and А2б/в/б)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that, at its third meeting, the Committee had set up an informal 
working group to study the item. He called upon the chairman of the working group to 
introduce its report (А2б/в/б).

Dr GRANT (Ghana), chairman of the working group on international surveillance of 
communicable diseases, said that at its meetings on 18, 19, and 21 May 1973 the working 
group had studied the seventeenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of 
Communicable Diseases (CISCD), which concerned the functioning, during the first year of 
their application, of the International Health Regulations (1969) in relation to their aim 
of ensuring maximum security against the international spread of diseases with minimum 
interference to world traffic. The working group had reviewed all the changes in the 
International Health Regulations (1969) proposed by CISCD, but had singled out in its report 
only those on which it wished to comment. He drew attention to two draft resolutions for 
consideration by the Committee, which appeared on pages 6, 7, and 8 of the working group's 
report.

Dr BERNARD, Assistant Director-General, apologized for the omission of Portugal from 
the list of delegations represented in the working group.

An error had slipped into the third line of the French version of the text proposed in 
replacement of Article 64. The phrase "les passagers et/ou les membres de l'équipage" should 
be replaced by "les passagers ou les membres de l'équipage". The English text was correct.

Dr TAYLOR (New Zealand) understood from the comment on page 5 of the report that the 
working group suggested that Appendix 2 be included in the Regulations. He wondered whether 
a model international certificate of vaccination or revaccination against cholera was suitable 
substance for inclusion in the Regulations, or whether there was some mistake.
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Dr A IAN (Turkey) said that the working group had agreed that Appendix 2 should be deleted 
from the Regulations but that, as the application of Article 97 might involve cholera 
vaccination, the model certificate should be retained as an unofficial annex not forming part 
of the Regulations.

In connexion with operative paragraph 4 of the first draft resolution, on page 6 of the 
report, Dr SENCER (United States of America) recalled that the working group had agreed on 
the importance of maintaining a high standard of drinking water and food not only in inter
national aviation but in all international transport. The group had amended the paragraph 
to that effect.

Dr BUSTAMANTE (Mexico), referring to the proposed amendment to Article 70, said that 
the Spanish text read as though the country of destination only might subject foodstuffs to 
bacteriological examination, and not the producing country. His delegation could not agree 
to such a restriction on the health authorities of producing countries.

Dr BERNARD, Assistant Director-General, agreed with the United States delegate and 
assured him that the change would be made.

In reply to Dr Bustamante, he explained that the purpose of the proposed new text for 
Article 70 was to prevent the health authorities of countries of transit requiring bacterio
logical examination of foodstuffs carried as cargo on board ships, aircraft, trains, road 
vehicles, or other means of transport in which a case of cholera has occurred during an 
international journey. They would be able to require examination of foodstuffs carried for 
consumption during the journey. The text in no way implied that bacteriological examinations 
were not to be carried out in the country of origin.

Dr BUSTAMANTE (Mexico) accepted the proposed amendment on the understanding that it 
would not prevent the health authorities of food-producing countries carrying out bacterio
logical examinations if they wished to do so.

Mr YEH Cheng-pa (China) said that since his country had only recently begun to participate 
in WHO's work, it reserved its right to comment on the questions involved in item 3.19 after 
further study.

Dr RAINSFORD (Australia) said that as an island continent free from many exotic diseases 
his country tended to be all the more strict in the application of health measures to prevent 
importation of diseases. For that reason, his Government had not so far been able to sign 
the International Health Regulations (1969), although it applied them with only slight 
reservations. His delegation wished to record that it had abstained from taking part in the 
discussion on the item.

Dr ALAN (Turkey) asked for the exact wording of operative paragraph 4 of the first draft 
resolution to be made clear before a decision was taken.

Dr BERNARD, Assistant Director-General, said that if the word "aérien" were deleted from 
the French text and the words "international aviation" were replaced by "international traffic" 
in the English text, the two would be perfectly aligned. The Committee might wish to make 
that minimum alteration.

Dr ALAN (Turkey) accepted that suggestion.
Decision: The first draft resolution, thus amended, was approved.
Dr TAYLOR (New Zealand) pointed out that CISCD, in Appendix 4 (Disinsecting of aircraft) 

of its report, recommended the inclusion of two new standard reference aerosol formulations 
in Annex VI of the Regulations. Was any action by Committee B required or would they be 
added automatically?

Dr BERNARD, Assistant Director-General, said that the addition would be automatic 
following the Health Assembly's approval of CISCD's report.

Decision: The second draft resolution was approved.
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6. HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: Item 3.13 of 
the Agenda (Resolution WHA25.54; Documents A26/21 and Add.1-3, А2б/шр/б and Add.l and 
Corr.l) (resumed)
The CHAIRMAN announced that the amendment referred to earlier in the meeting by the 

delegate of France had now been circulated. The French delegation wished to replace the 
four operative paragraphs of section В of the revised draft resolution by the following 
text :

"Recalling Article 2 of the Constitution and notably paragraphs (a), (b), (d),
(e), (i) and (v) together with Article 18 (m),
1. DECIDES to establish a special committee of experts to study the health conditions 
of the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East, in all their aspects, 
and to submit a comprehensive report on its findings to the Twenty-seventh World Health 
Assembly;
2. REQUESTS the fifty-second session of the Executive Board to recommend three Member 
States of the Organization from each of which the Director-General shall appoint an 
expert in accord with his government;
3. REQUESTS the governments concerned to agree to co-operate with the special 
committee and particularly to facilitate its free movement in the occupied territories;
4. REQUESTS the special committee to contact all governments and institutions 
concerned and obtain from them all necessary and relevant information on the situation; 
and
5. REQUESTS the Director-General to provide the special committee with all facilities 
necessary for the performance of its mission."
Dr CAYLA (France), introducing the French amendment, said that his delegation believed 

that the resolution should mention Article 2 of the Constitution, particularly paragraphs (a), 
(b), (d), (i), and (v), together with Article 18 (m). A mention of paragraph (e) had been 
included in the circulated amendment in error, and should be deleted. Under operative 
paragraph 1, the Health Assembly would decide to establish a special committee of experts to 
investigate all aspects of the health situation. In operative paragraphs 2 and 3, the 
Executive Board would be asked to designate, at its fifty-second session, three Member States 
from each of which the Director-General would appoint an expert, and the governments concerned 
would be asked to accept the special committee and to facilitate its free movement in the 
occupied territories. The words used in the English text were "agree to cooperate with the 
special committee", but he thought the word "accept" was better. Certain delegates had 
asked him to add "in the accomplishment of its mission", and he was willing to accept that 
modification. Operative paragraphs 4 and 5 posed no problem.

When he had submitted the amendment he had not been aware of certain reservations in the 
Committee, and he would be pleased if time could be given to delegates to think the matter 
over. He therefore formally proposed that the Committee should defer the vote on his amend
ment until the next meeting, in the hope that the amendment would be accepted by the sponsors 
of the initial draft resolution.

Dr SACKS, Secretary, said that the French delegate's motion was covered by Rule 59 of 
the Rules of Procedure, which stated that, during the discussion of any matter, a delegate 
might move the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such a motion could not be 
debated, but would be put to a vote immediately. "Suspension" meant the temporary post
ponement of business; "adjournment" meant the termination of all business until another 
meeting was called. If he understood the delegate of France correctly, he was asking for 
an adjournment.

Dr CAYLA (France) confirmed that that was so.
Decision: The motion for adjournment was carried by 43 votes to 13, with 35 abstentions.

The meeting rose at 11.00 a.m.


