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INDEXED

SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL 
SURVEILLANCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

Report of a Working Group

A Working Group was established by Committee В on Tuesday 15 May 1973 to study on the 
Committee's behalf the seventeenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of 
Communicable Diseases (CISCD) and submit its recommendations thereon. The Working Group 
met on 18, 19 and 21 May 1973. Delegates from the following 23 Member States were present:

Australia
Belgium
Egypt
France
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Italy
Japan
Lebanon
Malaysia
Nigeria
Norway
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
United States of America

Dr F. C. Grant (Ghana) was elected Chairman and Dr M. Zamfirescu (Romania) Rapporteur. 
Mr R. Bonhoff, representative of the International Air Transport Association, was present.



Agenda item 3.19

The Working Group considered in detail the seventeenth report of the CISCD and has 
made the following comments and recommendations. Where the Working Group was in agreement 
with the observations and recommendations of the CISCD no specific mention of these points 
has been made.

A. FUNCTIONING OF THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS (1969) FOR THE PERIOD 
1 JANUARY - 31 DECEMBER 1971

PART I - DEFINITIONS

Article 1

Some members of the Working Group expressed the opinion that in general a country, any 
part of which was infected, should be considered as infected with regard to the administration 
of the International Health Regulations (1969) (IHR). However, the consensus of opinion 
agreed with the view expressed by the CISCD, namely that the definition contained in the 
International Health Regulations (1969) should be retained.

It was considered that a definition of "preventive medication" would not be necessary 
since this term is not mentioned in the IHR, and agreed that the definition should not be 
added to Article 1.

The recommended definition of "airport" was accepted, it being understood that this did 
not affect the text of Article 19 of the IHR.

PART II - NOTIFICATIONS AND EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INFORMATION

Arising from discussions concerning Articles 3 to 11 the Working Group felt that the 
need for prompt notifications should again be emphasized as a basis for the implementation of 
the measures prescribed by the IHR, and an appropriate paragraph has been included in one of 
the attached draft resolutions.

Article 7

The Working Group noted with approval the comments made by the CISCD on Article 7, 
sub-paragraph 2(a).

Article 11

The Working Group felt that Committee В might wish to express their satisfaction with 
the high quality of the Weekly Epidemiological Record and the usefulness of the system of 
epidemiological information provided by the automatic telex reply service available to all 
Member States from WHO, Geneva. Special mention was made of the value of the series of 
technical guides for surveillance of diseases of international importance, published in the 
Weekly Epidemiological Record.
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PART III - HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Article 14

The need was stressed for the necessity of maintaining high standards of purity of 
drinking water and wholesome food for consumption on aircraft and in airports.

It was suggested that suitable measures might include (1) the enforcement by local 
authorities of a code of practice for the supply of food and water to aircraft; this code 
would cover such matters as the health screening of staff, the provision of refrigeration 
facilities, and the thorough cleaning of kitchens; (2) the appointment of airport hygiene 
officers to supervise all aspects of catering; (3) the general improvement of airport 
toilet facilities; (4) in-flight checks of the chlorine content of water; (5) the 
surveillance of the bacteriological status of meals served in aircraft.

An appropriate paragraph relevant to this aspect is included in one of the attached 
draft resolutions.

The Working Group took note of the steps already taken by WHO in this respect, and 
in particular, noted with satisfaction the continuing close collaboration betweeen WHO and 
the International Civil Aviation Organization and the International Air Transport Association.

Article 19

As referred to under Article 1 the Working Group was of the opinion that the present 
text of Article 19 should be retained, and consequently no modification of Articles 21, 22,
43 and 80 was required with respect to the term "sanitary airport".

Article 21

The Working Group agreed with the CISCD that there was insufficient justification for 
continuing the publication of lists of airports designated under the IHR, including airports 
with direct transit areas. The Working Group agreed with the recommendation to delete 
sub-paragraphs 1(b) and 1(c) of Article 21.

PART IV - HEALTH MEASURES AND PROCEDURE

The Working Group noted CISCD's comments relating to Chapters I, II and IV concerning 
the General Provisions and Health Measures on Departure and Arrival, and specifically to 
Articles 24, 31, paragraph 2 and Article 36.

PART V - SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO EACH OF THE DISEASES SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS

With regard to Chapter II. Cholera, the implications of the removal of cholera from 
the IHR are dealt with under Section C.2 below.

Chapter IV. Smallpox

See Health Documents - Part VI and Section B-l.

PART VI - HEALTH DOCUMENTS

The Working Group recommended acceptance of the proposal to amend Article 92, 
paragraph 3 to read "International Certificates of Vaccination must be signed in his own 
hand by a medical practitioner, or other person authorized by the national health 
administration; his official stamp is not an accepted substitute for his signature". This 
modification applies equally to Appendices 3 and 4 and Annex VIII of subsequent editions of 
the IHR.
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No specific comments were made on Parts VII and VIII and Appendix 4 of the IHR.

B. SPECIFIC TOPICS CONSIDERED BY THE CISCD

1. CONTRAINDICATIONS TO VACCINATION (AGAINST SMALLPOX IN RELATION TO INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC)

It was pointed out that the endorsement by health authorities of certification of contra
indications to vaccination against smallpox would reduce the possibility of abuse. It was 
therefore proposed that this aspect be referred to the next meeting of the Committee on 
International Surveillance of Communicable Diseases for its consideration.

2. PREVENTIVE MEDICATION IN INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC

Concerning the use of preventive medication in international traffic, the Working Group 
noted that none of the drugs in current use were considered to be effective in preventing 
spread of cholera when administered orally as a single acceptable dose without adverse 
effects.

3. VECTOR CONTROL IN AIR AND SEAPORTS

The Working Group noted the high quality of the WHO publication "Vector Control in 
International Health".

4. DISEASES UNDER SURVEILLANCE

The Working Group, in noting the publication of "Information on Malaria Risk for 
International Travellers" agreed that the lists of ports and airports in malarious areas 
should be discontinued. (See under A above, the comments made on Article 21).

C. INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS (1969)

1. CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN RESERVATIONS

The Working Group noted the proposals for an extension for a further period of three 
years of those reservations granted to Cuba, Egypt, India and Pakistan for three years by the 
Twenty-third World Health Assembly (WHA23.57).

2. THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE REMOVAL OF CHOLERA FROM THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS (1969)

The members of the Working Group agreed that it would be premature to remove cholera from 
the IHR.

The majority of the Working Group also agreed that the requirement of a valid certificate 
of vaccination against cholera could be discontinued.

Attention was called to the particular problem posed by annual pilgrimages and the need 
for requiring vaccination certificates in this connexion. It was pointed out that such a 
requirement is covered by existing provisions under Article 97.

The Working Group was aware that present-day technology does not allow the introduction 
of cholera into any country to be prevented. It therefore stressed the importance of 
effective surveillance, isolation and treatment.

Following its discussion, the Working Group approved the modifications to the Articles 
of Part V, Chapter II, of the IHR proposed by the CISCD as amended.
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Article 62

No change.

Article 63

Delete.

Article 64 - reword to read:

"1. If on arrival of a ship, aircraft, train, road vehicle or other means of transport a 
case of cholera is discovered, or a case has occurred on board, the health authority (a) may 
apply surveillance or isolation of suspects among passengers or crew for a period not to 
exceed five days reckoned from the date of disembarkation; (b) shall be responsible for the 
supervision of the removal and safe disposal of any water, food (excluding cargo), human 
dejecta, waste water including bilge water, waste matter, and any other matter which is 
considered to be contaminated, and shall be responsible for the disinfection of water tanks 
and food handling equipment.

2. Upon accomplishment of (b) the ship, aircraft, train, road vehicle or other means of 
transport shall be given free pratique."

Articles 65 to 69

Delete.

Article 70 - reword to read:

"Foodstuffs carried as cargo on board ships, aircraft, trains, road vehicles or other 
means of transport in which a case of cholera has occurred during the journey, may not be 
subjected to bacteriological examination except by the health authorities of the country of 
final destination."

Article 71

No change.

Appendix 2

Delete.

It was agreed by the Working Group that the information contained in Appendix 2 should 
appear in an annex to the Regulations.

The Working Group drew attention to the fact that subsequent Articles and Appendices 
should be renumbered to comply with the above changes.

In conclusion, the Working Group agreed to recommend to Committee В for consideration 
and submission to the World Health Assembly, the following draft resolutions:
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

WHA ........... COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SURVEILLANCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the seventeenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance 
of Communicable Diseases,

1. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work;

2. ADOPTS the seventeenth report of the Committee on International Surveillance of 
Communicable Diseases ;

3. CALLS the attention of all Member States to the need for prompt notification of the 
occurrence of the diseases subject to the International Health Regulations (1969) as an 
indispensable basis for the efficient implementation of these Regulations; and

4. STRESSES the importance of maintaining a high standard of quality of drinking water and 
food in international aviation and, in this regard, calls the attention of all Member States 
to the provisions of Article 14 of the International Health Regulations.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

WHA ............Additional Regulations of ........ May 1973 amending the International Health
Regulations (1969), in particular with respect to Articles 1, 21, 63-71 and 92

The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly,

Considering the need for amendment of certain of the provisions of the International 
Health Regulations (1969); and

Having regard to Articles 2(k), 21(a) and 22 of the Constitution of the World Health 
Organization,

ADOPTS, this ... May 1973, the following Additional Regulations:

ARTICLE I

PART I - DEFINITIONS 

Article 1

The definition of "airport" should be deleted and replaced by "means any airport 
designated by the Member State in whose territory it is situated as an airport of entry and 
departure for international air traffic, where the formalities incident to customs, 
immigration, public health,1 animal and plant quarantine and similar procedures are carried 
out. "

PART III - HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Article 21

Paragraph 1 : delete sub-paragraphs (b) and (c).

1 The public health facilities would include those listed in Articles 14 and 19 of the 
International Health Regulations (1969).
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PART V - SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO EACH OF THE DISEASES SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS

Chapter II

Article 63

Article 64 Re-word to read as follows and re-number as Article 63.

"1. If on arrival of a ship, aircraft, train, road vehicle or other means of transport a 
case of cholera is discovered, or a case has occurred on board, the health authority (a) 
may apply surveillance or isolation of suspects among passengers or crew for a period not to 
exceed five days reckoned from the date of disembarkation; (b) shall be responsible for the 
supervision of the removal and safe disposal of any water, food (excluding cargo), human 
dejecta waste water including bilge water, waste matter, and any other matter which is 
considered to be contaminated, and shall be responsible for the disinfection of water tanks 
and food handling equipment.

2. Upon accomplishment of (b) the ship, aircraft, train, road vehicle or other means of 
transport shall be given free pratique.”

Article 65-69 inclusive. Delete.

Article 70. Re-word to read as follows and re-number as Article 64.

"Foodstuffs carried as cargo on board ships, aircraft, trains, road vehicles or other 
means of transport in which a case of cholera has occurred during the journey, may not be 
subjected to bacteriological examination except by the health authorities of the country of 
final destination."

Article 71. Retain text unchanged and re-number as Article 65.

PART VI - HEALTH DOCUMENTS 

Article 92.

Sub-paragraph 1. Delete reference to Appendix 2 and re-number accordingly.

Sub-paragraph 3 re-word to read as follows:

"International certificates of vaccination must be signed in his own hand by a medical 
practitioner or other person authorized by the national health administration: his official 
stamp is not an accepted substitute for his signature."

Appendix 2 . Delete and re-number Appendices accordingly.

ARTICLE II

The period provided in the execution of Article 22 of the Constitution of the Organization 
for rejection or reservation shall be three months from the date of the notification by the 
Director-General of the adoption of these Additional Regulations by the World Health Assembly.

ARTICLE III

These Additional Regulations shall come into force on the first day of January 1974.



ARTICLE IV

The following final provisions of the International Health Regulations (1969) shall 
apply to these Additional Regulations: paragraph 3 of Article 100, paragraphs 1 and 2 and 
the first sentence of paragraph 5 of Article 101, 102 and 103, substituting the date mentioned 
in Article III of these Additional Regulations for that mentioned therein, 104 to 107 inclusive.

IN FAITH WHEREOF we have set our hands at Geneva this ............... day of May 1973.
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President of the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly.

Director-General of the World Health Organization.


