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1. PROGRESS OF WORK OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The Chairmen of the main committees reported on the progress of the work of their 
committees.

A25/GC/SR/4
page 2

2. TRANSMISSION TO THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF REPORTS OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES (Documents A25/47 
and A25/48)

The Committee decided to transmit to the Health Assembly the first and second reports of 
Committee В (Documents A25/47 and A25/48).

3. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Committee drew up the programme of meetings for Thursday, 18 May. It was agreed 
that at 9.30 a.m. Committee A would take up the consideration of the effective working budget 
and budget level for 1973; in accordance with resolution WHA24.4, there would be no meeting 
of Committee В while Committee A was discussing that item.

The CHAIRMAN then suggested a programme of work for Friday, 19 May: the Assembly would 
meet in plenary session at 9.30 a.m. to consider the reports of the main committees and 
discuss item 1.12 of the agenda (Admission of new Members and Associate Members). It would 
continue its consideration of that item in the afternoon, if necessary, after which the main 
committees could resume their deliberations.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed that the main committees 
should meet all day on Friday and that the question of the admission of new Members and 
Associate Members be taken up in plenary session only on the following Monday.

Dr KLIVAROVA (Czechoslovakia) and Dr ALDEA (Romania) supported that proposal.

Professor AUJALEU (France) considered for his part that the plenary Assembly should take 
up item 1.12 of the agenda on Friday morning: consideration of the question of the admission 
of new Members and Associate Members could not, he felt, be postponed until the third week of 
the Assembly.

Dr STEINFELD (United States of America), Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland), Mr MAGALE (Central African Republic), Dr KENNEDY (New Zealand) 
and Dr CUMMINGS (Sierra Leone) agreed with Professor Aujaleu.

After a further exchange of views and after hearing a statement from the Director-General, 
the Committee adopted the programme of meetings proposed by the Chairman for Friday, 19 May.

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) observed that the 
work of Committee A was not progressing as fast as would be desirable; in order to speed up 
the work of the committees, it would in his view be desirable to consider limiting the duration 
of speeches in committee in the same way as the time allowed to speakers in plenary session 
during the general discussion on the reports of the Executive Board and the Director-General’s 
report on the work of WHO had been restricted. At its next session, the Board might wish to 
suggest to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly that the time allowed to speakers during 
meetings of the committees be limited to five minutes.
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Dr STEINFELD (United States of America) thought that such a limitation might help to 
speed up the work of the committees; however, the time limit should apply only to speakers 
intervening in the debate and not to introductory statements.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that the committees had to 
deal with very complex problems that had to be discussed in depth. A restriction on the time 
allowed to speakers did not therefore seem to him desirable. In any case, the Executive 
Board would be able to re-examine the question of the method of work of the Assembly.

Professor AUJALEU (France) felt that, if necessary, certain items of the agenda could be 
referred from Committee A to Committee B.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Chairman of Committee A invite speakers to limit the 
duration of their statements.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL observed that the Assembly would have an opportunity to consider its 
methods of work in connexion with item 3.16 of the agenda (Coordination with the United 
Nations system).

The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m.


