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1, DRAFT FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE B (Document Á25/B/5) 

Dr BOXALL (Australia), Rapporteur, read the draft fourth report of the Committee. 

Decision: The fourth report of Committee B was adopted. 

2. ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON MEDICAL LITERATURE SERVICES TO MEMBERS: 
Item 3.8 of the Agenda (Resolutions W1Á24.37 and EB49.R47; Official Records No. 198, 

Annex 9) 

Dr ВÉDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, introducing the item, said that 

at its forty -seventh session the Executive Board had appointed a working group composed of 
four members to prepare an organizational study on medical literature services to Members, as 

requested by the World Health Assembly in its resolution W1Á23.26. During the forty -seventh 
and forty -eighth sessions of the Executive Board the group had met and approved the text of a 

questionnaire to be sent to Member States. At the forty-ninth session of the Board, in 

January 1972, the group had examined an analysis of the replies received and prepared a final 
text for the organizational study, which had been submitted to and approved by the Executive 
Board. In accordance with resolution WHA24.37, the Executive Board was reporting on the 
study to the Twenty -fifth World Health Assembly. 

The first two sections of the report (reproduced in Official Records No. 198, Annex 9) 

concerned present practice, and seemed to call for no comments. The third section, 
concerning the future role of WHO and including the opinions and suggestions of the working 
group, had been studied in detail by the Board. The WHO publications and documents services 
were considered to be satisfactory, but, on the basis of the replies to the questionnaires, 
the working group suggested three possible improvements: most countries would like the range 

of subjects covered by the publications to be extended and to cover the social and behavioural 
sciences and the economic aspects of health; the free distribution of WHO publications could 
be improved so as to ensure that they reached the largest possible number of people; and 

it would be useful if some publications could be translated into non -official languages. 

Sub -section 3.2 (WHO library and documentation services) dealt with complicated problems, 
and the group felt that the Director- General should undertake studies to find solutions to 
some of them. Most countries that had replied to the questionnaires had been in favour of 
an improvement in the policy on medical textbooks. PAHO was undertaking a large -scale 
programme in that field, and its example might be followed in other regions. WHO might 
provide cheap editions of standard works, or might itself prepare and publish textbooks. 
The group was of the opinion that the Director -General should study the feasibility of 

projects of that type. PAHO had assisted in the establishment at Sáo Paulo, Brazil, of a 

regional medical library for the Latin American countries, and the group recommended that 
other WHO regional offices also consider the possibility of establishing similar libraries. 

The need for WHO to assist in the training of medical librarians was also stressed. 

The inauguration early in 1972 of a MEDLARS Centre at WHO headquarters had been an 
event of great importance, for it would certainly facilitate the provision of bibliographical 
information and photocopies, the need for which had been made clear in the replies to 
questionnaires. It was considered, however, that the Centre should also develop and 
implement a plan for the preparation of bibliographical lists, particularly in the field of 

public health, that would be of special interest and value for national health administrations. 

With regard to the coordination of the main automated systems of biomedical information, 

it was noted that in October 1971 UNESCO had convened an Intergovernmental Conference for the 
Establishment of a World Science Information System. The group considered that the 

Director -General should closely follow the evolution of the situation, cooperating wherever 
possible, but reserving WHO's position with regard to the overall general coordination of 

biomedical documentation services; it was proposed that the Director -General proceed to a 

study before any decision was taken. 
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The Executive Board had adopted resolution EB49.R47, transmitting the organizational 

study to the Assembly and recommending the adoption of a draft resolution (Official Records 

No. 198, page 31). 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his delegation, which 

had constantly drawn attention to the importance of the Executive Board's organizational 

study, was very satisfied with the report before the Committee, including the enumeration 

therein of the problems considered to merit greater attention. 

Consideration might be given to the need to cater for a wider public, especially with 

regard to material on national and international problems in the fields of genetics, 

immunology, cardiovascular diseases, malignant tumours, the use of computers in medicine, 

etc. WHO might be requested to publish special reviews on such topics. 

Perhaps a WHO expert committee could be set up to consider problems of medical 

information and library services. An annual list of periodicals received by the WHO 

library could be issued, covering not only WHO publications but also other material; and 

information on the library services available might be issued for the guidance of those, 

including representatives of Member States, desirous of making use of the WHO library. 

Consideration might also be given to establishing an international "editorial board ", 
with the participation of interested Member States, with a view to improving both the quality 
and quantity of WHO publications. 

While WHO could not itself publish medical textbooks, it might be able to set up an 

advisory committee to recommend those most suitable for reproduction and translation into 

other languages. Alternatively, the expert committee whose establishment he had just 
suggested might be entrusted with that task. 

He stressed the need for strengthening the activities of the WHO library and its 
cooperation with other medical libraries, including agreements with them for the exchange of 
publications and information. 

There was naturally a need for developing the new forms of medical information. In 

that connexion, his delegation considered that WHO should cooperate with UNESCO in its work 
on the establishment of a World Science Information System. 

Mr НASSAN (Somalia) welcomed the draft resolution before the Committee. The publica- 
tion of medical textbooks by WHO would be of great assistance to developing countries, not 
only by reducing the cost, but also, if an agreement could be reached with WHO, by enabling 
them to pay in their local currency. Further studies might be carried out as to whether 
medical textbooks could also be produced in non -official languages. 

Dr LEAVITT (United States of America) commended the Executive Board on its excellent 
survey of the medical literature services provided by WHO to its Members. Whilst it was 
impossible for WHO to meet the total worldwide requirements for documentation services on 
public health and the biomedical sciences, his delegation shared the opinion, expressed in 

the draft resolution recommended by the Board, that WHO "should assume a leading role in 

the development, coordination, and improvement of biomedical communications ". Just as 
important as the development of new scientific knowledge and technical expertise was its 
timely and effective transmission to health workers in the field; WHO had admirably 
discharged its responsibility in that respect, and it was hoped that the objective would be 

pursued with equal vigour in the future. 

His delegation supported the draft resolution requesting the Director -General, inter 
alia, to consider the necessity for a study by an international group of experts of the role 
of WHO in relation to modern problems of biomedical communications. 
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Dr ACUNA- MONTEVERDE (Mexico) fully supported the draft resolution before the committee. 

The organizational study seemed to have been carried out most efficiently and in complete 

accordance with the directives of the Assembly. 

The medical textbook programme being carried out by the Regional Office for the Americas 

had been drawn up expressly for Spanish -speaking countries which had not been able to use 

textbooks from European countries (often in English). The programme, which had not only 

provided the required textbooks but had also made it possible to reduce the costs, had been so 

successful that it had been extended. The Regional Office had been able to obtain large 

donations so that the programme could be self -supporting even in its extended form. He would 

recall, however, the recommendation made to governing bodies in the Americas that the medical 

textbook programme should be speeded up. In particular, there had been occasions when a small 

committee of experts had failed to take a decision on certain books, on the basis of the 

argument that the whole subject was in a process of transformation. He would stress, however, 

that the need for such books was urgent. 

Subsection (4) of the second operative paragraph of the draft resolution before the 

Committee stressed the importance of an improvement in medical library services for the 

effective use of published biomedical information, and particularly the development of regional 

medical libraries. It seemed that the Pan American centre established in Sáo Paulo was not 

fully used by the countries of the Region. The Organization should, therefore, take steps to 

see that countries made full use of any regional centres that might be set up. He stressed 

that the need for national documentation services was immediate, It would, of course, be 

possible to improve the services and make them more effective if modern methods were used, but 

many countries lacked even the basis for such a service, so that to think in terms of computer 

systems was often quite inappropriate. 

Professor VANNUGLI (Italy) said that his delegation fully supported the draft resolution 

before the Committee. There were two main aspects of the subject under discussion: the 

improvement and extension of the services already provided; and the possibility of new 

activities. 

Regarding WHO publications, he asked whether it would be possible for a brief press notice, 

containing a short résumé, to be sent out with new publications, for printing in medical 

reviews. 

He thought that care was required with regard to the proposal that WHO might publish 

medical textbooks. The Organization had certain tasks that its Constitution required it to 

carry out; one could not expect too much of the Organization. The experiment being carried 

out in the Region of the Americas seemed to be producing good results, but an experiment on a 

worldwide scale might give rise to many difficulties. The rapid evolution of studies and 

developments in knowledge often meant that a textbook was out of date before it was even 

published. Perhaps the best solution would be the production of résumés and small handbooks 

containing bibliographical references and serving as a guide for study. It was, of course, 

true that subsection (3) of operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution referred only to a 

"feasibility study" on whether WHO should publish medical textbooks. 

Dr DONA (Romania) said that the medical corps in his country greatly appreciated WHO 

publications both as regards their scientific content and their topicality. The Organization's 

efforts to ensure a good distribution were also commendable, but they should be strengthened 

with a view to filling the gaps mentioned in Annex 9 of Official Records No. 198. 

In Romania there was a medical documentation centre attached to the Ministry of Health 

as well as a network of medical libraries throughout the country; the medical documentation 

service would, however, benefit from the development of the MEDLARS Centre at headquarters. 

With regard to World Health, Member countries' collaboration might be enhanced if the 

publication's editorial programme was communicated to them in advance. 
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Dr GARRIDO GARZÓN (Spain) said that more than two years previously Spain had submitted 
a request, through the Regional Director for Europe, that it might take a more active part in 
the programmes of PAHO, in view not only of historical links, but also the constant exchange 

of students between Spain and the Spanish -speaking countries of the Region of the Americas. 

It had also expressed the desire to participate in the medical textbook programme of РАНО, 
since at present there was the absurd situation that a book edited in Barcelona could be bought 
in Latin America for one -third of the price that would be paid by a student in Barcelona itself. 

About 10 months previously a request for books had been made to the Regional Office for the 

Americas, but the books had still not been received in Madrid. More promptness was required 

if the medical textbook programme was to be really useful. 

Dr SUMBUNG (Indonesia) commended the excellent work done by WHO in the field of medical 

literature services during the past 25 years. 

WHO publications had been a great help for public health programmes, the training of 
health personnel, and medical research in developing countries that were not yet in a position 
to produce their own publications owing to lack of skill or financial resources. In countries 
such as Indonesia, where communications were difficult, WHO publications and medical literature 

sometimes constituted the only effective medium of communication with health workers at village 

level. 

In future, WHO would have to play a leading role in the publication of medical literature 
for the guidance of Member countries for the following reasons. During the past few years 

health programmes had been moving from the traditional sphere into a wider field, since they 

had become an integral part of socio- economic development programmes, and health had come to be 
regarded as a human investment complementary to capital investment. New programmes were being 
added to the traditional health programmes, and many countries were uncertain as to how they 
should be implemented: programmes on family health and the human environment, for example, 

required knowledge in the field of the social and behavioural sciences and health economics. 
Finally, new techniques (e.g. in biomedical communications) would make communications more 
effective. 

He would make the following suggestions. WHO might increase the free distribution of 
publications. A cheaper edition of some standard medical textbooks might be produced by some 
of the richer countries. WHO might publish some manuals and guidebooks, particularly in the 

four spheres stressed in the fifth general programme of work: the strengthening of health 
services, the development of health manpower, disease prevention and control, and the promotion 
of environmental health. Since research programmes were so expensive, would it be possible for 
the results of research in various countries to be evaluated and published for distribution to 

Member States? Finally, assistance in strengthening libraries at the country as well as the 

regional level would be very valuable. 

Dr ALY (Egypt) fully supported the draft resolution before the Committee. 

In Egypt, interest in medical literature services was increasing, and a medical documenta- 
tion centre had been established with the help of the Government of France. 

He hoped that WHO, in addition to according due importance to medical textbooks and 
literature, would give particular consideration to literature related to health planning, 
health economics, health organization and administration, and the basic sciences related to 

them. 

Dr КANELLAКIS (Greece) expressed appreciation of the excellent work done by WHO in the 

field of medical literature, for the purposes of research as much as for teaching. 
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An index of bibliographical references in summary form would be very useful both for 

medical teachers and work in research. The time spent in publication and dissemination to 
Member States should be as brief as possible; as the delegate of Italy had remarked, progress 

was so rapid (not only in preventive and curative medicine, but in medical technology in 
general) that speed was essential if publications were to be up -to -date, particularly for 
research purposes. 

Dr LEOWSKI (Poland) joined previous speakers in their expressions of appreciation of the 

work done by the Executive Board and the Secretariat. 

The important problem now under discussion could not be solved at the national level; 

international cooperation and coordination were essential. It was clear from the report before 

the Committee that, so far as medical information was concerned, countries fell into three 

groups: those having medical library services with computer -based information retrieval 

systems; those where medical library services were provided, with non -computerized information 
services but developed reprography and microforms; and those having only traditional medical 

libraries or no libraries at all. It was clear that it would be very difficult to find a 

worldwide solution to the problem. There was a need for an international group of experts to 

study the role of WHO in that field. 

Information had become a science in itself, and medical information a branch of that 

science. There was not only a need for a knowledge of existing systems, but it was also 

necessary to keep pace with progress in those sciences. 

Poland was very interested in medical literature services, and was prepared to take an 

active part in WHO's future work in that field. 

Dr ADESUYI (Nigeria) said that his delegation would also support the draft resolution 
proposed by the Executive Board. 

He wished to draw particular attention to operative paragraph 2, subparagraph (1), of the 
draft resolution which the Executive Board had incorporated in the third operative paragraph of 
its resolution EB49.R47 and recommended for adoption by the Health Assembly. He recalled, in 

that connexion, that the role of health in socio- economic development had been emphasized at 
the technical discussions held in the course of the present session. There was a growing 
realization of the need for publishing supporting literature on that topic as an effective 
means of persuading national governments to give the necessary priority to health in their 
overall national development programmes. He had no doubt that WHO would prove equal to the 
task of providing such literature on an ever -increasing scale and of taking a role of leader- 
ship generally in the improvement of biomedical communications. 

Dr NCHINDA (Cameroon) associated himself with other delegations in thanking the Director - 
General for the studies made and for the excellent technical documentation provided; that was 
of particular value to the developing countries which were not themselves as yet in a position 
to produce a great deal in that field. 

He thought that the regional offices should be encouraged to produce their own technical 
publications. The previous year the Regional Office for Africa had produced two monographs, 
which had proved extremely useful. Taking into account also financial considerations, there 

was no doubt that certain subjects were of particular interest to some regions; moreover, 

regional expertise might exist on some aspects of a particular problem. It would be desirable 

for the Director -General to explore that possibility further and he would suggest that an 

additional subparagraph to that effect should be added to operative paragraph 2 of the draft 

resolution proposed by the Executive Board. 

Mr DE CONINCK (Belgium) fully associated himself with the draft resolution proposed by 

the Executive Board. He wished to pay tribute not only to the documentation service, but also 

to the indefatigable and speedy distribution services. 
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Dr IBRAHIM (Iraq) joined in commending the Director -General and the Executive Board on 

the excellent documents submitted. His delegation would warmly support the draft resolution. 

He supported the remarks made by the representative of Somalia regarding the possibility 
of cooperation in respect of languages other than the working languages of WHO, with a view 

particularly to helping developing countries with the production of textbooks. 

Dr ALDEREGUTA (Cuba) said that his delegation was grateful to the Executive Board for the 
valuable study presented on medical literature services for Member States. 

The item under consideration was of fundamental importance and he informed the Committee 
that Cuba was endeavouring to give medical information services the maximum development possible. 
With the help of socialist countries, and in particular of the USSR, his Government was organi- 
zing a national network of scientific, technical and biomedical information provided free of 
charge. That network was made up of a government national institute of information, informa- 
tion centres in each province and libraries in all teaching hospitals and in regional hospitals. 
Monthly summaries of monographs were issued, as well as seven national reviews and a considerable 
number of original publications. Bibliographical, copying and translation services were 
available to all units of the network, and medical students could obtain books on loan. 
International exchanges in that field were expanding and Cuba now had such relationships with 
72 countries. 

His delegation would support the draft resolution recommended by the Executive Board. 

Dr BÉDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, expressed appreciation, on behalf 
of the Executive Board, for the remarks made by members of the Committee. Due note had been 
taken of all the points raised, many of which were largely covered by the draft resolution 
submitted for the Committee's consideration. 

Dr IAMBI, Assistant Director -General, emphasized that most of the questions which had 
arisen in the course of the discussion, particularly with regard to the expansion of activities 
in the field of medical literature and WHO's future role, were dealt with in the organizational 
study contained in Annex 9 to Official Records No. 198. He assured the Committee that the 
Director -General would look into the question of dissemination of medical literature in all 
its aspects on a worldwide scale, in the most positive spirit. 

Dr MANUILA, Chief, Publications and Translation, said that, while the review of the 
organizational study on medical literature gave a picture of the situation over the past few 
years, he would refer to certain recent developments which would answer some of the important 
questions raised in the discussion. 

He recalled that the Executive Board had over past years considered the question of free 
distribution of medical literature, to which the representative of Indonesia had referred. 
The questionnaire which the Director -General had sent out to governments provided information 
on the most urgent needs and it was being examined with a view to trying to meet the various 
demands as far as possible; it seemed that requests could largely be met. He would emphasize 
the fact, which was often overlooked, that any governmental institution asking for publications 
received them, unless requests were for bulk quantities. 

In reply to the delegate of Greece, he said that the desirability of reducing the time -lag 
between publication and dissemination of documents was foremost in the mind of the responsible 
WHO services. Clearly, the requirement that publications should appear in three or four 
languages was a complicating factor. He was, however, hoping to report on developments in 

both the translation and editorial services which would go a long way towards meeting the 
point made by the delegate of Greece, since provision was being made for varying degrees of 
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treatment of publications 
their urgency and whether 
reports of symposia would 
such lasting documents as 
treatment. 

according to the size of the groups to which they were addressed, 
they were of an ephemeral or permanent character. For example, 

receive quicker and inevitably less well -presented treatment than 
the International Pharmacopoeia, which called for the most refined 

The representative of Egypt had provided information on the type of publication required 
and the points he had made had been carefully noted. 

Commenting on the observations of the delegate of Cameroon, he said that there had been 
new developments in the field of technical publications by the regional offices. In the 

past, it had essentially been РАНО that had had a regional publications programme. However, 
over the past eighteen months a series of technical papers in printed form had been started 
by the Regional Office for Africa, which had proved most helpful. There had also been a 

publication dealing with health in the Middle East prepared by the Regional Office for the 
Eastern Mediterranean, as well as several small publications by the Regional Office for 
South -East Asia. The whole question of how best to integrate all those activities was at 

present under study. 

The CHAIRMAN noted the support which had been expressed by members of the Committee for 
the draft resolution contained in resolution EВ49.R47. 

He assumed that the suggestion made earlier by the representative of Cameroon had not 
been intended as a formal amendment to that draft resolution. 

Dr NCHINDA (Cameroon) said that, in view of the explanations provided by the Secretariat, 
he did indeed wish to present a formal proposal to amend the draft resolution by the addition 

of a subparagraph (6) in the second operative paragraph, which would refer to the necessity of 
encouraging regional offices to undertake publication of medical literature. 

The DIRECTOR - GENERAL suggested that it might be more prudent not to amend the draft 

resolution by the addition of a subparagraph along those lines, in view of its undoubted 
financial implications. He recalled the decision of the Health Assembly whereby the 

Director -General was required to report on the financial implications of specific proposals. 

The question was a complex one, taking into account the languages involved. It did not seem 

to him, accordingly, that it would be in the best interests of the publications programme as 

a whole to agree to that amendment. He himself would want time to study the matter more with 

a view to making the most appropriate proposals in that regard. 

Dr NCHINDA (Cameroon) appreciated the clear explanation given by the Director -General. 

Since, however, there was general agreement that medical publications by the regional offices 

had proved useful, he would wish to maintain his proposal, to the effect that the Director - 

General be requested "to study further the possibilities of publication of medical literature 

at the regional level ". 

Dr CLAVERO GONZALEZ (Spain) believed that the Spanish translation of the term "social and 

behavioural sciences" in subparagraph (1), which appeared as "psicosociales ", should be 

adjusted to conform more closely to the original English text. 

Dr SАСКS, Secretary, said that that change would be made. 

Dr CAYLA (France) expressed the view that, although the amendment proposed by the 

representative of Cameroon related to an excellent concept, it was not necessary for a specific 

reference along those lines to be included in the draft resolution, particularly in view of 

the expressed intention of the Director -General to pursue the investigation of such possibili- 

ties. He hoped that the representative of Cameroon would not press his amendment. 
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Mr DE CONINCK (Belgium), Dr PRIDAN (Israel) and Dr SAENZ SANGUINEТТI (Uruguay) associated 
themselves with the previous speaker. 

Dr SUMBUNG (Indonesia) said that he was not entirely clear as to the scope of the 

regional technical publications which the proposed Cameroon amendment would cover. It did 
not seem to him that the proposal for that type of action was entirely practicable in view of 

the number of languages involved in each region. 

Dr NCHINDA (Cameroon) said that his motive had not been to attempt to reproduce documents 
in the different languages of the region. It was generally acknowledged, after all, that 

certain subjects were of particular regional interest. He fully appreciated the need for 

budgetary expenditure to remain low. However, since the Director -General was already 
implementing publication by the regional offices to some extent, his own proposal was merely 

aimed at a formal expression of opinion encouraging the Director -General to pursue his action. 

Mr ROBILLARD (Canada) said that it was his impression that a "study of the possibilities" 
would necessarily include a study of any financial implications. 

Mr DE CONINCK (Belgium) considered that the proposed amendment was superfluous, since 

there was no need to request the Director- General to pursue a course which he was already 
carrying out admirably. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the amendment proposed by the delegation of Cameroon, for 

an additional subparagraph in the second operative paragraph of the draft resolution recommen- 

ded by the Executive Board in resolution EB49.R47. 

Decision: The amendment proposed by Cameroon was rejected by 23 votes to 14, with 28 
abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the draft resolution recommended by the Executive Board in 
resolution EB49.R47. 

Decision: The draft resolution recommended by the Executive Board in resolution EB49.R47 

was approved unanimously. 

3. UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND: Item 3.17 of the Agenda 

Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1970: Item 3.17.1 of the 

Agenda (Document А25/34) 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director -General, introducing the item, stated that the annual report 

of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1970 (document А25/34) had been submitted 

to the twenty -sixth session of the General Assembly of the United Nations. In view of its 

bulk, it had not been reproduced but copies were available in the committee room for consulta- 

tion, if desired. 

The report was summarized in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the document. The recommendations 

of the Executive Board had been approved by the General Assembly and had become effective for 

the whole United Nations system as of 1 January 1972. 

The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no comments, drew attention to the draft resolution 

contained in paragraph 5. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved unanimously. 



А25 /B /SR /8 
page 10 

Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee: Item 3.17.2 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHA22.22; Document А25/35) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that, as was explained in document А25/35, the Health Assembly was 
required to appoint one member to serve on the WHO Staff Pension Committee and one alternate 
member, both for a three -year period. It had been the tradition to appoint persons serving on 
the Executive Board and thus to proceed in the present instance by, selecting two countries from 
among those entitled to designate a member of the Executive Board. 

He accordingly invited suggestions in replacement of the Governments of Japan and Upper 
Volta, for member and alternate respectively. 

Dr SUMBUNG (Indonesia), taking into account the criterion of geographical distribution as 
well as the tradition of choosing from among newly appointed Executive Board members, proposed 
that the Governments of Niger and New Zealand, which had had the highest votes in their election 
in respect of the Executive Board, should be selected. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution contained in paragraph 5 of document 
А25/35 in which, on the basis of the proposal by the delegate of Indonesia, the names of 
"Niger" and "New Zealand" respectively should be inserted. 

Decision: The draft resolution, thus completed, was approved unanimously. 

4. MEMBERSHIP OF BANGLADESH 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the United Nations had just confirmed that Bangladesh had 
deposited an instrument of acceptance of the WHO Constitution on 19 May 1972. He welcomed 
Bangladesh to membership of the World Health Organization. 

5. COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: Item 3.16 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA24.49, 

WHA24.51, WHA24.52, EB49.R40 and EB49.R45; Documents А25/33 and Adds 1 -3) 

General matters 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to begin its consideration of agenda item 3.16 by taking 

up document А25/33. The addenda would be discussed afterwards. 

Dr BEDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, said that at its forty -ninth 

session the Executive Board had examined a report on measures taken by organizations in the 

United Nations systems that affected WHO. In taking note of that report, the Board had 

adopted resolution EB49.R44. 

Dr BELLERIVE, Director, Division of Coordination, introduced the Director -General's report 

on coordination with other organizations in the United Nations system (А25/33), which was a 

consolidated version of two reports submitted to the forty -ninth session of the Executive Board. 

Section 4 of the report gave an account of WHO's participation with other agencies in the 

development of the strategy for the Second Development Decade. In 1973 the Organization would 

be joining the other agencies in studying the indicators and parameters to be used for the 1975 

mid -term appraisal. 

Referring to section 7, he noted that in April 1972 the Administrative Committee on Coor- 

dination had welcomed the expansion of the functions and composition of the United Nations 

Protein Advisory Group and had submitted its interim report to the Economic and Social Council. 

The ACC had supported the proposal of the Group that its first triennial report on developments 

with respect to protein be submitted in 1974. In section 8, mention was made of the new inter- 

governmental standing committee on which the specialized agencies had been consulted by the 

Secretary -General. 
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Section 11 of the report described WHO's activities relating to natural disasters. The 

United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator was now established in Geneva and WHO was in contact 

with him. 

As to section 13, on human rights, WHO would participate in a United Nations meeting in 

Vienna in June 1972 on that subject. Arrangements had been made for the Organization to- 

gether with UNESCO, to co- sponsor a round table conference on progress in medicine and biology 

and their social, legal and ethical implications, being convened by the Council of International 

Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS) in September 1972. Arrangements were also pro- 

ceeding for the preparation of a comprehensive paper to be presented to the Commission on 

Human Rights at its session early in 1974. 

Part II starting with section 22 referred to administrative, budgetary and financial 

matters, and particularly to such important questions as the standardization of financial 

regulations, a common system of salaries and allowances, and a United Nations staff college, 

in the discussions on which WHO had taken an active part. 

With reference to section 26, the Governing Council of UNDP had in January 1972 allotted 

nine new projects to WHO as executing agency. The Director -General had undertaken to pursue 

his study of the Organization's structure in order to play its full part in country programming. 

Section 27 dealt with WHO's relations with UNICEF, which continued to give high priority 

to health problems. 

Section 29 of the report described WHO's emergency operations, which had included the 

posting of staff to Bangladesh to work with the United Nations relief operations in Dacca and 

to assist the Government to organize its health programme. WHO had also assigned consultants 

to undertake assessments of the epidemiological situation, particularly with respect to 

smallpox, cholera and malaria, as well as to other main public health problems, particularly 
water supply nutrition. to technical various supplies 

made available, notably large quantities of vaccine and medicaments required as a consequence 

of the interruption of local production. 

Mr ALLGARDH (Sweden) said that at the Twenty- fourth World Health Assembly his delegation 

had stressed the importance of the designation of the 1970s as the Second Development Decade. 

The Assembly had subsequently adopted resolution WHA24.49 on the strategy for health during 

the Decade and on the evaluation of progress in the health field. He was glad to note from 

the report that WHO was playing an active part in the global strategy for the Decade. He 

wondered how far its work had advanced on defining indicators to evaluate programmes. 

He was interested in the section of the report that dealt with country programming, which 

he regarded as one of the most important activities of the United Nations system. The main 

idea of country programming was to ensure that all programmes both bilateral and multilateral, 

contributed to the country's development plan, but the distribution of funds within a country 
programme naturally depended on the government concerned. He inquired if health aspects 

had so far had their proper place in country programmes. He emphasized the important role 

of WHO country representatives and the need for them to work closely with governments and 

UNDP resident representatives. 

Mr EYE (United States of America) complimented the Director -General and WHO on their 
technical and personal leadership, for example in encouraging a number of organizations in 
the United Nations system to cooperate in the International Computing Centre. He also 

welcomed WHO's efforts in ACC to further the use of standard formats in the United Nations 

agencies. He commended WHO on its cooperative efforts in country programming and emphasized 

the high quality of the Organization's management, which had resulted in WHO's exercising 

distinct leadership in the United Nations family. 
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Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the Twenty- fourth World 
Health Assembly had rightly stressed the need to ensure that health had a proper place in plans 
for socioeconomic development, since there was a trend for the UNDP funds devoted to health 
activities to be reduced. He inquired what criteria were being or would be used to evaluate 
WHO's programmes and what measures were being taken to prevent the proportion of UNDP funds 
allocated to health work from decreasing. 

Referring to the mention in paragraph 26.5.2 of the Director - General's report (document 

А25/33) of the system whereby UNDP would bear two -thirds of the cost of FAO country representa- 
tives assigned to the offices of resident representatives, he wondered whether UNDP could not 
adopt a similar practice with regard to WHO. 

Stressing the importance of the measures being taken in the United Nations and in other 
specialized agencies to improve the administrative aspects of their activities, he expressed 
the hope that in future the Committee would receive more detailed information on what was 
being done to effect improvements in WHO in that respect. 

Dr SUMBUNG (Indonesia) said that country programming was a useful system because programmes 

A were based on the priorities set by the country itself and duplication was avoided. Moreover 
health projects could be integrated in the overall economic and social development plan. 
However, health programmes still tended to be given low priority, and so it was not surprising 
if there was a fall in the assistance to health programmes from UNDP and other agencies. The 

best way of counteracting that trend was to strengthen the health planning units in the 

countries, and he hoped that WHO would assist in that direction. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as the delegate of Mongolia, welcomed WHO's efforts in coordination. 
With regard to section 26.4 of the report, he fully agreed with what the delegate of Indonesia 
had said on the importance of country programming. However, programming and coordination at 
country level depended less on WHO and the other specialized agencies than on governments and 
their health administrations, which should take an active part in that work. 

Dr BELLERIVE, Director, Division of Coordination, said that a number of delegates had 
expressed concern about the share of health in the programmes requested by countries. It 

appeared that there was a trend for countries to invest largely in projects outside the direct 
field of health. The most important factor in the allocation of resources was the political 
decision of the country itself. What WHO could do was to emphasize the importance of health 
factors in economic development, since health was in effect a factor of production. Whether 

that view had been accepted would be shown in the programmes governments submitted to UNDP 
for approval. 

As the Director -General had indicated when UNDP was first studying the possibility, 
WHO had always followed the country programming approach. The WHO country representatives 
worked in consultation with the ministries of health and the UNDP resident representatives. 

The FAO representatives whose salaries were partly paid by UNDP were attached to the 

offices of resident representatives. In the case of WHO, country representatives had public 
health activities in addition to country programming and administratively came under the WHO 
regional directors. Hence they could not be attached to UNDP offices. Because WHO was 

decentralized into regions, unlike some other organizations, the regional directors had a 

constitutional responsibility for all WHO staff in their regions. He understood that the 

FAO experiment had not always been successful. The subject would be discussed at the next 

session of the Executive Board. 

Dr SACKS, Chief, Programme Coordination, referring to questions raised by the delegates 

of Sweden and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, said that the Committee would recall 

that the World Health Assembly had requested the Director -General to provide a review of the 

strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade at an appropriate time. The 

Committee would also recall that the overall strategy as adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly included not only strategy itself but a series of addenda, including health objectives. 
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In regard to the steps taken by the Director -General, as stated in his report to the Health 
Assembly, and based on resolution WHA24.49, a great deal of study had been undertaken to 
review health indicators and relate them to the world health situation reports, the general 

programme of work, and the development strategy. That series of studies had led to measures 
which were outlined in paragraph 4.4 of document ЕВ49/20 (appendix to document А25/33). The 

secretariat of WHO was developing what it called "country profiles" under three general rubrics. 
The matter was still under study since WHO was not required either under World Health Assembly 
legislation or General Assembly legislation to have any indicators ready before 1973. 

In accordance with operative paragraph 3(3) of resolution WHA24.49, to which the delegate 
of Sweden had referred, WHO had cooperated with the Secretary -General's Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs and the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination, as well as the Committee 
on Development Planning of the Economic and Soсial Council. 

The Committee for Development Planning, which had met recently had not yet agreed on a 

framework for review and appraisal. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that both he and the Secretariat of WHO thanked the delegate 
of the United States of America for his remarks. 

Referring to the question of funds devoted to health in the United Nations Development 
Programme, he explained that they had not decreased; there had, in fact, been some increase. 

What had decreased was the percentage devoted to health of the total funds available to UNDP. 

Turning to the question of the payment of FAO country representatives, he pointed out 
that those officers were FAO officials and not United Nations officials, part of their salaries 
being paid by UNDP. WHO had a similar arrangement with the World Bank. 

Because by constitution WHO was a regionalized organization, it had always been de- 
centralized. In the Americas further decentralization had taken place with the creation of 
zone offices in 1951 and later with the establishment of country representatives. Other 
regions, beginning with South -East Asia, had country representatives. WHO representatives 
served in an advisory capacity and countries were accordingly encouraged to provide accommo- 
dation for them in the Ministry of Health itself. 

He emphasized the importance of country programming and said that although some repre- 

sentatives, both UNDP and WHO, were excellent, others had much to learn in order to provide 
a country with the type of assistance it needed in that connexion. 

Referring to the statement of the delegate of Indonesia, he pointed out that certain 

countries were able to give more basic help to United Nations and WHO representatives than 

were others. He emphasized the importance of the quality rather than the quantity of country 
planning and said the whole question of country planning would be reviewed in two years' time 
when it would be possible to do a much better job than had been done at first. 

The delegate of Indonesia had said that WHO should not expect to have any success as 

regards country planning unless it helped a country to strengthen its country planning unit. 
He pointed out that countries were suffering in their planning because the language of 
ministers of health in a large number of countries did not seem to be understood by the 
central planning units. Economists in the central planning units and doctors of medicine 
must learn to understand each other's language - that was very important, especially in the 

least developed countries of the world. 

WHO gave high value to country programming but wanted to see its quality improved. 

Dr ACUNA MONTEVERDE (Mexico) congratulated the Director -General and the secretariat on 

the excellent report before the Committee, which the Mexican delegation had studied very 

carefully. His Government attributed great importance to the United Nations Conference on 

the Environment which was shortly to convene in Stockholm, because it had found, in connexion 

with environmental problems in Mexico, that the Ministry and the Secretariat of Public Health 

could do little on their own to tackle the problem of pollution and contamination of the 
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environment. The system of environmental control initiated in Mexico was based on the 

coordination of many branches of the Government under the leadership of the Ministry of Public 

Health. 

He asked all members to bear in mind the Mexican Government's experience as regards co- 

ordination in combating the problems of the environment. In that connexion funds had been 

made available to agencies other than the Ministry of Health in order that they might deal with 

the matter. His delegation would be ready at the Stockholm Conference to explain the steps 

taken by the Mexican Government. 

As regards public health many activities must be undertaken by agencies other than the 

Ministry of Health, but such activities should be coordinated under one national or regional 

directorate. 

The CHAIRMAN requested the Rapporteur to prepare a draft resolution recording the dis- 

cussion on document А25/33, taking into account also resolution EB49.R44. 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 

and Peoples 

The CHAIRMAN then called on the representative of the Executive Board to introduce 

document А25/33 Add.l, dealing with the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

Dr BÉDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, introducing document А25/33 Add.l, 

referred to resolution EB49.R45 in which the Executive Board had requested the Director -General 

to continue his consultation with the Secretary -General of the United Nations in his capacity 

as Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination on the implementation by the 

Organization of appropriate parts of resolution WHA24.51. The Executive Board had also 

requested the Director -General to enter into consultations with the Organization of African 

Unity and the host governments concerned on detailed programmes of health assistance to the 

populations helped by the national liberation movements recognized by OAU. The Board had 

further requested the Director -General to pursue consultations with the United Nations 

Development Programme and to explore possible sources of voluntary support for programmes to 

be developed as a consequence of paragraph З above, and to report to the Twenty -fifth World 

Health Assembly. 

Dr BELLERIVE, Director, Division of Coordination, said that the document before the 

Committee gave the history of the item since the adoption of resolution WHA24.51. 

On 27 February 1972 the Director -General had, in accordance with the terms of the 

resolution of the Executive Board, sent letters to the Administrative Secretary -General of the 
Organization of African Unity, the Administrator of UNDP and the Executive Director of UNICEF. 
A reminder had also been sent. Replies had been received from UNDP and from UNICEF informing 
the Director -General of their interest and desire to cooperate in the implementation of the 

Declaration. A reply was still awaited from OAU and the Director -General remained in contact 

with the head of that organization and would inform the Assembly when a reply was received. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) emphasizing the importance of the 

document before the Committee, pointed out that for 10 years past much money had been spent in 

an effort to implement the Declaration. WHO was continuing to study means of affording assis- 

tance to independence movements. The document before the Committee showed what solutions had 

been sought and how many decisions had been taken, resolutions adopted, and consultations held 

during the past 10 years. He felt it would be more logical if the type of document before 

the Committee contained more concrete data on the needs of the different countries, particularly 

those being granted assistance. 

His delegation agreed with the recommendation that medical assistance to liberation 

movements should be covered by UNDP and other extrabudgetary funds. 
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The CHAIRMAN requested the Rapporteur to prepare a draft resolution noting the report in 

document А25/33 Add.l. 

Method of work of the Health Assembly 

The CHAIRMAN asked members of the Committee to consider document А25/33 Add.2, dealing 
with the method of work of the Health Assembly. 

Dr BÉDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, said that at its forty -ninth 
session the Executive Board had considered a report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the 
rationalization of the proceedings and documentation of the World Health Assembly. The report 

and the comments of the Director -General relating thereto had already been considered by the 

forty -seventh and forty -eighth sessions of the Board. 

In resolution EB49.R12 the Board noted the action already taken by the Director-General 
to implement within his authority some of the recommendations made, and requested the Director - 
General to implement those other recommendations which the studies undertaken by him had shown 
to be feasible, and to consider other measures which might contribute to the improvement of 

the method of work of the World Health Assembly, taking into account the views expressed by 
the members of the Board. The Board had further noted that as a result of a special study 
the Director -General would introduce further measures aimed at the rationalization of docu- 
mentation. 

During the discussions in the Board a number of points had been raised and suggestions 
made to rationalize methods of work of the World Health Assembly such as the duration of the 

general and technical discussions, time limit for statements and documentation. Those were 
summarized in the document before this Committee. 

Dr BELLERIVE, Director, Division of Coordination, drew the attention of the Committee to 
the action already taken by the Director -General to improve the position regarding documentation 

and said that he would continue to study the question and report to the Health Assembly and 
the Executive Board any new measures he might take. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL referred to a suggestion made by the United Kingdom delegate in 

another committee concerning a time limit for statements made in the main committees of the 

Health Assembly along the lines of the limit imposed in plenary meetings during the general 

discussion. 

Mr ROFFEY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that he was not 

clear of the exact nature of the proposal referred to by the Director -General, but he thought 

the chief delegate for the United Kingdom may have had in mind a time of five minutes in the 

main committees. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Rapporteur to prepare a draft resolution on document А25/33 Add.2. 

Continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit 

Dr BEDAYA- NGARO, representative of the Executive Board, introducing document А25/33 Аdd.3, 

said that at its forty -ninth session the Executive Board had completed consideration of a new 

report of the Director -General on the maintenance of the Joint Inspection Unit to implement 

resolution 2735 A (XXV) of the United Nations General Assembly. The General Assembly had 

decided to reconsider the question of that Unit at its twenty -seventh session in the autumn of 

1972. The present mandate of the Unit ended in 1973. The General Assembly had requested 

the views of the Secretary -General as Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination, 

the governing bodies of the specialized agencies, the Economic and Social Council, the 

Committee for Programme and Co- ordination, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budge- 

tary Questions, and the Joint Inspection Unit itself. 
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The Executive Board had adopted resolution EB49.R40 in which it concurred with the 

Director -General's intention to refer the subject to the Twenty -fifth World Health Assembly 

and requested the Director -General to transmit to that Assembly the views expressed by the 

members of the Board together with any additional information or suggestions he might consider 

relevant. 

Dr BELLERIVE, Director, Division of Coordination, said that when the continuation of WHO's 

participation in the Joint Inspection Unit had been discussed by the Executive Board, doubts 

had been raised as to the benefits derived from the Unit's reports in relation to the Organi- 

zation's share in the cost of the Unit. The Board had, however, agreed with the Director - 

General that the Unit did have a role to play and had considered that its work might be more 

useful if its terms of reference were altered to define its role more clearly. The Board 

had also felt that changes were desirable in the internal arrangements of the Unit. In 

paragraph 4 of document А25/33 Аdd.3, the reports received from the Joint Inspection Unit were 

reviewed, and in paragraph 5 the costs of WHO's participation in 1968, 1969, 1970, and 1971 

were shown. 

Mr EYE (United States of America) urged further participation in the work of the Joint 

Inspection Unit and agreed with the points in the Director -General's statement to the Executive 

Board that harmonization was needed rather than more inspection, and that the Administrative 

Committee on Co- ordination should review the Joint Inspection Unit's work with the various 

agencies. 

He noted that the work of the Joint Inspection Unit was under review in New York and 

mentioned that the views of his Government were recorded in General Assembly document A/8658. 

His delegation had discussed the role of the Joint Inspection Unit with the inspectors and 

they had suggested that the work of the Unit would perhaps be more useful if the specialized 

agencies would themselves suggest items for further study. 

His delegation found that the usefulness of the Joint Inspection Unit was growing and 

they looked forward to its continued progress. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) also considered that the work 
of the Joint Inspection Unit was important and hoped that more work concerning WHO would be 
undertaken. 

Referring to item 3.16 in general, he hoped the Director -General would at some time 
present the Assembly with detailed comments on the more important problems, such as the 

second United Nations Development Decade and the changes that had taken place in UNDP. 

Another important question that had already been dealt with by the leader of the dele- 
gation of the Soviet Union was that of the part to be played by WHO in the control of the 
manufacture and the stockpiling of bacteriological weapons. At the request of the Secretary - 

General of the United Nations a group of experts and the WHO secretariat had prepared a report 

on the consequences to human health of the use of chemical and bacteriological weapons. He 

thought that WHO should also continue that work, so that the voice of the physician could join 

that of the politician against the use of such weapons in order to strengthen peace. 

The CHAIRMAN said that as they had concluded the consideration of item 3.16 he would 

ask the Rapporteur to prepare separate resolutions on the different points. 

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m. 


