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During its eighth meeting held on 20 May 1972, Committee В decided to recommend to the 
Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the 
following agenda items:

3.8 Organizational study by the Executive Board on medical literature services to 
Members

3.17 United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund

3.17.1 Annual report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1970

3.17.2 Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee
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ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
ON MEDICAL LITERATURE SERVICES TO MEMBERS

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having examined the report of the Executive Board on its organizational study "Medical 
literature services to Members";

Noting that the study was carried out on the basis of the replies by Member States to 
a questionnaire.

1. EXPRESSES its belief that the World Health Organization should assume a leading role in 
the development, coordination, and improvement of biomedical communications, particularly in 
those fields of major concern to national health services and to international cooperation 
in the field of health;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to examine the conclusions that emerged from the study 
and from the discussions of the Board at its forty-ninth session with particular attention 
to the following:

(1) the need to give more prominence in the publications programme to the social and 
behavioural sciences and to the economic aspects of health;

(2) ways and means of improving both the free distribution and the sales of WHO 
scientific and technical publications;

(3) the need for a feasibility study on whether the Organization should prepare and 
publish medical textbooks;

(4) the importance of an improvement in medical library services for the effective use 
of published biomedical information, and particularly the development of regional 
medical libraries;

(5) the necessity for a study by an international group of experts of the role of WHO 
in relation to modern problems of biomedical communications; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report thereon to a later session of the Executive 
Board and a subsequent World Health Assembly.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION BOARD FOR 1970

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly

NOTES the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund as indicated by the 
annual report for the year 1970 and as reported by the Director-General.



APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE WHO STAFF PENSION COMMITTEE
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The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly

RESOLVES that the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government of Niger 
be appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the member of the Board 
designated by the Government of New Zealand be appointed as alternate member, the appoint
ment being for a period of three years.


