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INDEXED 

REPORT BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
AT THE TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly was held in Geneva from 9 to 26 May 1972. This 
report on the work of the Assembly will only highlight those i terns especially pertinent to 
the Executive Board. 

The programme and budget proposals occupied much of the work of this Assembly. Their 
consideration was particularly complex in view of the international monetary developments in 
late 1971, and the change in Chinese representation voted by the Assembly. The Assembly, 
however, accepted the Executive Board's recommendations and established a budget level of 
US$ 93 174 400 which represented the level recommended less the savings requested by the Board 
and reported by the Director-General. 

Similarly, with a small modification the Board's recommendations concerning the 
supplementary estimates for 1972 were accepted. The Assembly decided to include only seven-
twelfths of the Chinese contribution, i.e. their contribution from the time of establishing 
their representation, rather than for the entire year, as the Board had suggested to help 
finance these supplementary requirements. 

At its forty-ninth session, the Executive Board reviewed a proposal made by the 
Director-General to modify the form of presentation of the programme and budget estimates. In 
addition, the proposal considered the feasibility of introducing a biennial budget cycle. The 
Board asked the Director-General to further develop these ideas and present them to the Twenty-
fifth World Health Assembly. In general, the Assembly accepted the Board's recommendations, 
asking the Secretariat to implement the new form for the programme and budget proposals for 
1975, and to seek necessary constitutional changes required for the biennial budgeting. The 
fifty-first session of the Executive Board is asked to examine the implications and possible 
methods of implementation of biennial budgeting and report to the Twenty-sixth World Health 
Assembly on the results of its study. 

The Assembly carefully reviewed the Executive Board's study on Medical Literature Services 
to Members. As a result of its consideration a resolution was passed indicating that WHO 
should play a leading role in this field. Several recommendations to the Director-General to 
strengthen the Organization's activities included inter alia, expansion of the publication 
programme, strengthening medical libraries with special reference to regional library develop-
ment, and a proposal for a study by an expert group on the role of the Organization in modern 
biomedical communication. The Executive Board may expect further reports for its consideration 
on this subject. 

The Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on Headquarters Accommodation reported to the 
Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly and its recommendations were accepted. The Director-
General is now authorized to contract with an architect to develop preliminary plans and cost 
estimates. The Ad Hoc Committee is asked to examine the architect's proposals and report its 
comments to the next Assembly. At the same time, the Director-General is asked to further 
study headquarters staff levels with a view towards long range requirements in relation to 
regionalization• 
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The membership application of the German Democratic Republic was deferred until the 
Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly, while Bangladesh was admitted to full membership. 
Additionally, Papua New Guinea became an Associate Member, bringing the total number of 
Members and Associate Members in the Organization to 137. 

A number of programme matters received detailed consideration. Most notably the 
Organization's present and future role in biomedical research was examined in depth. 
Specific attention was directed towards research in the organization of health services, and 
in epidemiology and communications science. A large number of delegations expressed the 
view that these research activities were essential to the Organization's programme for 
developing and strengthening basic health services• Resolutions were passed requesting 
the Director-General to develop medium and long-term comprehensive plans in these areas for 
future consideration by the Board and the Assembly. Additionally, a resolution generally 
considering WHO'S role in research was adopted• This resolution defined in some detail the 
need for more emphasis on developing and translating scientific and technologic achievements 
into effective programmes for the improvement of health throughout the world, and defined the 
means by which WHO might contribute to this objective• 

Similarly, the global problems of Health Personnel received detailed consideration. 
This subject was examined from several points of view including the migration of health 
workers, the role of WHO in training of national health personnel, and the standardization or 
equivalence of health professionals in different countries. The definition of a Physician 
submitted to the Assembly by the Forty-ninth Executive Board was accepted after considerable 
debate on the subject. A resolution was adopted requesting the Director-General to prepare 
and implement a study on the international migration of health personnel, and to develop 
proposals for the future activities of the Organization in the training of health manpower. 

The worldwide smallpox situation was given special consideration, particularly in light 
of recent reintroductions of the disease into countries previously free of the disease, A 
resolution was passed emphasizing the need to intensify surveillance activities, to maintain 
and strengthen the programme in those countries still endemic, and to urge all countries to 
cooperate fully with the Organization in reporting and containing any reintroduction of the 
disease which may occur. While the tone of this discussion was optimistic, concerning the 
possibility of reaching the goal of eradication, emphasis was placed on the need for sustained 
vigilance over the next few years. 

Special attention was directed towards certain other specific conditions such as the 
prevention of blindness, cardiovascular diseases, environmental health problems, and drug 
safety and efficacy, as well as drug abuse. In each instance continuation and strengthening 
of the Organization * s programmes have been approved in the resolutions adopted. 

Lastly, the technical discussions on the topic "The Contribution of Health Programmes to 
Socio-Economic Development" were successfully held during the course of the Assembly with the 
participation of a large number of delegates. The importance of the topic was universally 
recognized, and the participants looked forward to next year1s related discussions concerning 
the organization of health services with special reference to uses of modern management 
techniques. 


