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1. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN said that members of the Board had now received the list of resolutions and 

index (document EB49/WP/l9) so that all actions which had been taken were before the Board. 

The report of the Executive Board on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1973 

(document EB49/45) had also been distributed. The Board now had a complete record of the 

business conducted. 

His feelings at the closure of the session were mixed. On the one hand, it had been a 

long session, with a great deal of hard work, so that he looked forward to returning home to 

his family. For him there had been the added burden of attempting to maintain a position of 

neutrality, which he never found easy. On the other hand, he was grateful for the opportunity 

which had been given to him to serve as Chairman of the Board. 

Members of the Board could feel a real sense of accomplishment. The agenda had been 

completed, but - more important - the Board had successfully met its two responsibilities, of 

which he had spoken at the opening of the session. In the first place, it was the Board's 

responsibility to advise the Director-General to the best of its ability on the general 

method and direction of the Organization*s programme : he believed that the complete discussions 

had fully accomplished that purpose. Secondly, the Board had to provide guidance to the 

Health Assembly. How well it had done that would not be known of course until the Assembly 

met. He believed however that the Board had more than adequately fulfilled its responsi-

bilities , i n a thoroughly professional manner. 

His thanks went to the Vice-Chairman, the Rapporteurs, the Chairman of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance and to each of the members for their participation, 

understanding, co-operation and statesmanlike attitude. In particular, he wished to .single 

out those members of the Board whose term of office, like his own, expired in May -

Dr Arnaudov, Dr Baidhya, Dr Barraud, Dr Bédaya-Ngaro, Dr Benadouda, Dr Vassilopoulos, and 

Professor Yanagisawa. He wished them every possible success in the future. 

He felt that the Board's session had contributed not only to its basic purposes but also 

to its stature and prestige, as was essential if the Board was to make a maximum contribution 

to the improvement of the world's health. 

However, none of the Board's success would have been possible without a tremendous 

amount of help from a large group of very devoted people. The Director-General's contribution 

could not be measured； it was too large and all-encompassing. For the Deputy Director-

General, he had nothing but praise, admiration and thanks for all that he had done. The 

Assistant Directors-General had been the fountain of knowledge, and had enormously contributed 

to the Board's deliberations by patiently answering a seemingly endless series of questions. 

He must also thank the staff who had stood behind them ready to contribute from their own 

fund of knowledge； it was impossible not to be impressed with the quality of those many 

individuals. The Regional Directors had admirably explained and defended their excellent 

programmes. There was also the silent, devoted effort of all those seated around the meeting 

room, and the further invisible group which had worked during the night and at weekends to 

produce the documents. Last but not least there were the interpreters, who had made it 

possible for the members of the Board to communicate with each other. 

Professor AUJALEU praised the qualities manifested by Dr Ehrlich in his conduct of the 

chairmanship, his authority, his wisdom, his patience and above all his impartiality• Like 

an athlete, the Chairman had been able to put forth the supreme effort at the necessary time 

and his authority had not faltered at the difficult moments during the discussion of the 

budget level, of China, of the new headquarters building. He had even succeeded in achieving 

economies by completing the session a day early. 



Dr BAIDYA congratulated the Chairman on the atmosphere of harmony which had reigned 
during the meeting. He thanked the Director-General, the Regional Directors and all the 
staff who had contributed to the success of the session. He expressed his gratitude to the 
delegates of those countries which had originally elected his country to designate a nominee 
to the Board: and he said farewell on completion of his term of office. 

У 
Dr SAENZ thanked the Chairman for his neutrality and patience and the elegant manner in 

which he had conducted the discussions. He thanked the Director-General, the Deputy Director-

General and the remaining members of the Secretariat for their assistance and remarked on the 

spirit of collaboration in which the Executive Board was endeavouring to achieve the aims of 

the Organization. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that the Board had settled many important questions at that session 
but many gtill remained to be solved. The Board, like a living organism, renewed itself and 
he hoped that it would continue to meet the challenge of the many important problems facing it 
in the future. He praised the Chairman for his able leadership, thanked members of the Board 
for their co-operation, and expressed his gratitude to the Director-General and the Secretariat 
for the devoted way in which they had accomplished their task. 

Professor YANAGISAWA expressed his gratitude for the co-operation extended to him by the 
Chairman. It had been a great honour for him to serve on the Board for three consecutive 
years during which he had learned much not only through discussions in the meeting, but also 
through personal contacts. He felt that he had contributed very little but would be willing 
to serve further in the development of the Organization's work. He had devoted his life to 
one specific field of medical science and his great aim was to contribute to the health of 
mankind. 

The title of the little Japanese garden in the grounds of the WHO headquarters was 

"Peace"； and he was sure that peace would prevail throughout the world only when the health 

of mankind, as defined in the WHO Constitution, became a reality. 

Dr BEDAYA-NGARO thanked the members of the Board for all he had gained from the experience 
of serving on that body for three years, and for the great friendship shown him during that 
period. He also thanked the Director-General, the Deputy Director-General, and their colla-
borators at headquarters and at the regional offices. 

Dr RAMZI congratulated the Chairman on his wisdom and on the qualities that had contri-

buted so greatly to the success of the Board's forty-ninth session• He expressed his 

gratitude to the Director-General and his staff for the serious work which had helped to make 

the session one of the most fruitful. 

The CHAIRMAN, after thanking all the members of the Board, declared the forty-ninth session 

of the Board closed. 

The meeting rose at 5,10 р,ш
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