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Note by the Director-General 

1. As requested by a member of the Executive Board there is set forth below summarized 
information on the practices adopted by the regional committees of WHO in respect of the 
additional costs of holding their annual meetings away from the site of the respective 
regional offices. 

2. In accordance with Article 48 of the Constitution"'" the "regional committees shall meet 
as often as necessary and shall determine the place of each meeting". 

3. The question of additional costs of holding such meetings has been discussed by the 
Executive Board on several occasions in the past and on the basis of the Board's recommendations 
(at its eleventh, thirteenth and seventeenth sessions) the Sixth, Seventh and Ninth World Health 
Assemblies adopted resolutions which are reflected on page 314 of the Handbook of Resolutions 
and Decisions, eleventh edition. The last resolution adopted by the Health Assembly on this 
subject, WHA9.20 of the Ninth World Health Assembly, inter alia "invites the attention of the 
regional committees to the desirability of host governments participating in the increased 
cost resulting from holding regional committee meetings outside the regional headquarters as 
has been done in some regions". 

4. In the light of the Health Assembly's resolutions the respective regional committees 
have on several occasions considered the question of the principles or practices to be adopted 
in this matter. In general terms the policies adopted or recommended by most regional 
committees have resulted in practices whereby up to the present time most host governments 
have been helping to meet some of the additional costs involved in holding regional committee 
meetings away from the site of the regional office. The Regional Committee for the Western 
Pacific, however, originally adopted the policy that all the extra costs of holding committee 
meetings away from the site of the Regional Office should be met by the host government. 

5. When the Executive Board at its forty-first session reviewed the report of the Standing 
Committee and considered the question of the cost of holding regional committee sessions away 
from the site of the regional offices, it came to the conclusion that the decision adopted in 
the Western Pacific Region, whereby the inviting country assumed all the extra costs involved, 
should not necessarily serve as a model for other regions, since the holding of regional 
committee sessions away from the regional offices, and especially in developing countries, was 
often of great value in disseminating knowledge of WHO's work and in drawing attention to 
health problems in the country concerned. Consequently the value of holding such meetings 
away from the site of the Regional Office could not be measured in monetary terms and any 
decision to change present arrangements could not be based on financial criteria alone• This 
was reflected in the Board's report on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1969 
(Official Records No. 166, pages 2 5-26). 

1 Basic Documents, 22nd ed., p. 12. 



EB49/wp/l2 
page 2 

6. Following its consideration of this part of the Executive Board's report on the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1969, the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 
Matters of the Twenty-first World Health Assembly^ agreed that the regional committees could 
be asked to consider this question at a following session so that they could arrive at their 
individual decisions in the matter. 

7. The Regional Committees for Africa, Europe, the Eastern Mediterranean, South-East Asia 
and the Western Pacific subsequent to the Twenty-first World Health Assembly again considered 
this matter and adopted resolutions which are attached as Annexes 1-5 to this document• 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 169, pp. 511-513. 
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ANNEX 1 

AFR/RC18/R10 The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the report of the Regional Director on the rules in respect of i Regional Committees held outside the Regional Office;丄 

Considering Article 48 of the Constitution, which provides that Regional Committees shall 
meet as often as necessary and shall determine the place of each meeting; 

Taking into account at the same time the recommendations contained in resolutions WHA9.20 
and EB11.R50 of the Ninth World Health Assembly and the eleventh session of the Executive Board, 
and also the actual circumstances of the countries of this Region; 

Having stressed the many advantages of holding Regional Committee sessions away from 
the Regional Office, particularly in promoting better knowledge of the Organization's work in 
the Region, 

1. SUGGESTS as a broad indication that Regional Committees should meet at least one year 
out of three at regional headquarters; 

2. DECIDES, with regard to the additional expenditure entailed by holding Regional Committee 
sessions away from regional headquarters, to maintain the practice followed hitherto whereby 
the host governments bear only those costs relating to the organization of the session; 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit this resolution to the Director-General. 

September 1968, 18t 7 

x Document AFR/rC18/9. 
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ANNEX 2 

Ell Н/|{С20/Н8 

ADDITIONAL COST OF REGIONAL COMMITTEES 
HELD AWAY FROM REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

The Regional Committee, 

Noting that the new conference building at Regional headquarters will be completed 
in the latter part of 1971, thus providing accommodation for its sessions in Copenhagen 
at reduced cost to the Organization； and 

Considering the desirability of limiting expenditure whenever possible, 

DECIDES that when the Committee in future accepts an invitation to hold its session 
away from the regional headquarters, the host government will participate in the 
additional costs. 

. September 1970 

EUR/RC2I/R7 

ADDITIONAL COST OF REGIONAL COMMITTEE SESSIONS HELD 
AWAY FROM REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

The Regional Committee, 

Recalling resolution EUR/rC2o/r8 to the effect that when in future, it accepts an 
invitation to hold a session away from regional headquarters, the host country will 
participate in the additional cost; and 

Noting the information given in document EUR/RC2l/ll, 

REQUESTS the Regional Director to establish on each occasion a contribution from the 
host country based on the average additional cost of Regional Committee sessions held away 
from regional headquarters, the contribution for the Committee's twenty-third session in 
1973 amounting to US$ 12 300. 

September 1971 
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ANNEX 3 

EM/RC18A/R.9 

ADDITIONAL COSTS OF REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
HELD AWAY FROM REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

The Sub-Committee, 
1 

Taking note of the recent discussions in the Executive Board and the World Health 
Assembly^ on the matter of additional costs involved in holding of Regional Committee 
Meetings away from the Regional Office; 

Considering the satisfactory regional arrangements during the past years; 

REAFFIRMS the policy contained in its previous resolution (Ем/RC6à/r .13) whereby 
Member States inviting the Committee to meet in their territories are called upon to make 
the maximum possible contribution towards the additional cost• 

August, 1968 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 166, pp. 24-26. 
2 
A2l/AFL/SR/5. 
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ANNEX 4 

SEA/RC9/R3 

PRINCIPLE OF HOLDING SESSIONS AWAY FROM REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

The Regional Committee, 

Having studied "the desirability of host governments participating in the increased cost 
resulting from holding regional committee meetings outside the regional headquarters" as 
requested by the Ninth World Health Assembly in its resolution WHA9.20, 

Considering that the host countries are already spending a considerable amount of money 
in connexion with such sessions, 

Considering, further, that it is much to the advantage of the Organization for the 
Regional Committee to meet outside the Regional Office, as this brings the aims and objectives 
of WHO to the very doors of the people of the countries that it seeks to serve, 

1. RESOLVES that the present practice followed in the South-East Asia Region, by which all 
local expenditures in connexion with the Regional Committee session are borne by the host 
government, should be continued, and 

2. CONFIRMS its previous decision (resolution SEA/RC7/RH) to hold its sessions at the seat 
of the Regional Office every other year. 

August, 1968 

SEA/RC24/R8 

TIME OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION AND PLACE OF THE 
TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

AND 

PRINCIPLE OF HOLDING FUTURE SESSIONS 

The Regional Committee, 
1. DECIDES to hold its twenty-fifth session in Ceylon in September 1972, and 

2. DECIDES to hold its twenty-sixth session in the Regional Office; 

3. RESOLVES that the venue of future sessions of the Regional Committee shall be decided 
upon by the Regional Committee at the appropriate time, keeping in mind the resolution of the 
World Health Assembly (WHA7.26) which reads as follows： 

"RECOMMENDS that, in deciding on the place of their meetings, regional committees 
should consider holding them from time to time at the site of the Regional Office, 
taking into account the costs involved for the Organization and the Member States 
concerned.M 

Handbook V.5.1.2 (23) 
Page 8 

Sixth meeting, 1 October 1971 
SEA/RC24/Min.6 
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ANNEX 5 

WPR/RC21.R14 

TWENTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Regional Committee, 

1. NOTES that no invitation has been received for the twenty-second session of the 
Regional Committee; 

2. AUTHORIZES the Regional Director to accept, on behalf of the Regioñal Committee, any 
such invitation which may be extended before January 1971 and to inform all Members accor-
dingly at the earliest possible date; 

3. DECIDES that, if no invitation is received by the date indicated, the twenty-second 
session of the Regional Committee shall be held at regional headquarters in Manila; 

4. NOTES further that only in the Western Pacific Region is the host Government required to 
meet the additional costs of holding Regional Committee sessions outside of the regional 
headquarters； 

5. REQUESTS the Regional Director to place an item on "Costs of meetings of the Regional 
Committee" on the agenda of the twenty-second session of the Committee. 

Sixth meeting, 8 September 1970 

WPR/RC22.R17 

COSTS OF MEETINGS OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Regional Committee, 

Having studied the report by the Regional Director on "Costs of Meetings of the Regional 
Committee", submitted in response to the Committee's request in resolution WPR/RC21.R14,1 

Recalling its resolutions WPR/R04.R3 of September 1953 and WPR/RC19.R4 of October 1968; 

Noting that it is not the practice of most other Regional Committees to require host 
governments to meet in their entirety the extra costs of holding the Regional Committee 
outside of the regional headquarters; 

Recognizing that requiring host governments to meet all extra costs of holding the 
Regional Committee meeting outside regional headquarters has deprived the Committee of the 
opportunity to acquire a more intimate knowledge of the health situations and health problems 
of the peoples of the Region; 

Considering that the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly (May 1971) has already appro-
priated funds for the 1972 estimated costs of holding the Regional Committee meeting in Manila, 

1 Document WPR/R022/I1. 
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Annex 5 

1. DECIDES that, for future years, and to the extent that the host government is unable to 
meet the additional expenses of meetings of the Regional Committee held outside the regional 
office headquarters, such costs may be met by the budget of the Organization; 

2. CALLS on each host government to provide the local facilities and to pay as much as 
possible of the additional expenses of meetings of the Regional Committee held on its territory, 
particularly that part which can be met in its national currency; 

3. REQUESTS governments wishing to serve as host to the regional committee meeting to issue 
their invitations two years in advance of the committee meeting in order to enable the 
Regional Director, if the invitation is accepted by the Regional Committee, to include costs 
which may have to be borne by the Organization in his budget proposals to the Director-General. 

Seventh meeting, 27 September 1971 


