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During the course of its fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth meetings held on 24 and 
25 May 1972, Committee A decided to recommend to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the 
adoption of the following resolutions:

WHO's role in the development and coordination of biomedical research

Quality, safety and efficacy of drugs

Drug dependence
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WHO'S ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND 
COORDINATION OF BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Noting, that in the course of the rapidly accelerating general 
scientific and technical progress science is being transformed into a 
major productive force of society, and that there is every ground to 
anticipate in the future major discoveries in the fields of biology 
and medicine, which may have important social and economic consequences;

Reaffirming its conviction that the achievements of biology and 
medicine should be utilized only for the benefit of mankind, and 
constitute a basis for the effective planning of health systems and 
services in the development of measures aimed at the attainment by 
all peoples of the highest possible level of health;

Noting the existence of a considerable gap between the achievements 
of research in the biomedical sciences and their practical application 
in services for the promotion of health in most countries;

Recognizing the need for more complete and economic utilization 
of the resources and manpower allotted by countries for the purposes 
of biomedical research through the most rapid possible general 
dissemination and application of the results of scientific progress;

Considering also the creation of conditions for the application 
of the results of biomedical research to the development of health 
services to be a major task of all governments and international 
organizations ;

Recalling, among others, resolutions WHA7.52, WHA11.35, WHA12.17, 
WHA13.64, WHA15.52 and WHA17.36, stressing the importance of biomedical 
research for the solution of practical health problems, for the 
economically developed and the developing countries alike;

Stressing that the Fifth General Programme of Work envisages a 
strengthening of WHO’s role in stimulating and coordinating biomedical 
research, and securing its application to health services development;

Recognizing that the further success of WHO activities is to a 
considerable extent dependent on gains in biomedical research and 
the practical application of its results generally on behalf of the 
health of peoples of all countries,
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1. CONSIDERS it necessary to intensify WHO activities in the field 
of biomedical research, particularly in regard to the development
of its long-term programmes;

2. CONSIDERS further the major objectives of WHO in the field of 
biomedical research to be:

(1) the identification of those fields of biology and medical 
sciences in which there is the greatest prospect of advance 
and the promotion of their development;
(2) the development and elaboration inter alia of (a) opportunities 
and methods for international cooperation in the biomedical 
sciences; (b) standardization of research techniques when feasible; 
(c) standardization of nomenclature and terminology; in order
to ensure the comparability of results;
(3) coordination of the efforts of research institutions in 
countries which show a readiness to provide the necessary 
facilities and manpower for collaborative work on priority problems;
(4 ) collection and transmission to the Member States of 
information and the results of experience regarding the most 
rational ways of making practical use in health programmes of 
scientific advances;
(5) assisting countries to obtain access to training in 
research methods for suitable medical and other scientists, 
especially for young ones, who wish to work in biomedical 
research and to participate in the evaluation of this 
research and its results;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to prepare proposals for the 
development of long-term WHO activities in biomedical research 
within the framework of the programmes being carried out by 
the Organization, with special reference to international 
coordination and within the limits of the available resources ; 
and to report on the matter to the fifty-first session of the 
Executive Board and the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly.
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QUALITY, SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF DRUGS 

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having examined the report of the Director-General on the quality, safety and efficacy 
of drugs

Mindful of the importance of developing a comprehensive approach to ensuring drug quality, 
safety and efficacy, monitoring adverse reactions, and developing and disseminating accurate 
information about drugs;

Convinced of the need to assist national health authorities to meet their responsibilities 
in relation to drug quality, safety and efficacy,

1. NOTES with appreciation the activities that have been undertaken in accordance with 
resolution WHA24.56;^

2. RECOMMENDS that governments, if they deem it necessary, take suitable measures for giving 
the public appropriate information about the use, hazards and limitations of drugs;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the fifty-first session of the Executive Board 
and the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly:

(a) on the feasibility of an international information system providing data on the 
scientific basis and the conditions of registration of individual drugs;

(b) on practicable minimum requirements and on other efforts to develop a comprehensive 
approach to ensuring the quality, safety, and efficacy of drugs, including the feasibility

Оof implementing Article 21 (d) and (e) of the WHO Constitution; and

(c) on the cost of any action foreseen;

4. URGES all countries participating in the monitoring scheme to ensure that reports of 
adverse reactions after validation are forwarded regularly and with the minimum delay to the 
Organization; and

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to undertake a study of the most feasible means of 
indicating by a uniform system of marking, the limits of shelf life of pharmaceutical products 
under the conditions of their storage, as well as the date of manufacture and batch number, 
and the maintenance of records which facilitate tracing of distribution, and to report thereon 
to a future World Health Assembly.

1 Document A25/13.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 193, p. 31.
3 Basic Documents, twenty-second edition, p. 7.
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DRUG DEPENDENCE

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Recognizing that the abuse of dependence-producing drugs continues to be a world-wide 
problem involving serious adverse effects on health;

Stressing the need for the coordinated efforts of international, regional, national and 
local organizations and authorities and of individuals in seeking solutions to the problem;

Considering that the World Health Organization has an obligation to provide the medical 
leadership, guidance and technical assistance in the field of drug dependence with respect to 
education, prevention, treatment and rehabilitation, and research;

Reaffirming resolutions WHA23.42 and WHA24.57;

Commending the Director-General on the measures so far taken to implement the expanded 
programme in this field approved by the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly; and

Welcoming the financial assistance for this purpose furnished by the United Nations Fund 
for Drug Abuse Control,

1. URGES Member States to initiate and/or increase their efforts to promote programmes of 
education, epidemiological studies, prevention, treatment and rehabilitation, and research; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to explore ways and means of increasing financial support 
to enable him to implement, as speedily as possible, an expanded programme in the field of 
drug dependence.


