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FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A

During the course of its fifteenth meeting held on 24 May 1972, Committee A decided to 
recommend to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions:

Standardization of diagnostic materials;

Research in epidemiology and communications science;
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Voluntary fund for health promotion.
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STANDARDIZATION OF DIAGNOSTIC MATERIALS

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Recognizing the importance of the role of WHO in the standardization of chemical and 
biological substances;

Recognizing also the work of the Organization on reference preparations for laboratory 
reagents and on research studies relating to the development and improvement of laboratory 
methods ;

Conscious of the concern about the increasing need for standardized reagents for 
laboratory diagnostic methods in all countries;

Aware that satisfactory diagnostic materials are essential in preventing errors in 
laboratory test results and for evaluating and interpreting such results;

Noting the rapid proliferation of chemical and biological diagnostic materials and the 
fact that there are few generally accepted standards or specifications for them,

REQUESTS the Director-General to study the means of extending the work of WHO in the 
development of standards for chemical and biological diagnostic materials and related aspects 
of laboratory methods and the coordination of research in this field, and to report thereon 
to a future Health Assembly, including an estimate of the costs of such activity.
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RESEARCH IN EPIDEMIOLOGY AND COMMUNICATIONS SCIENCE 

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Considering the importance of research in epidemiology and communications science,

REQUESTS the Director-Generál to report to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly on 
the Organization's research activities.concerning epidemiology and communications science, 
and on the medium and long-term programmes envisaged in that field.
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VOLUNTARY FUND FOR HEALTH PROMOTION

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the programmes planned to be financed in 1973 from the Voluntary 
Fund for Health Promotion, as shown in Annex 5 to Official Records No. 196,

1. NOTES that the programmes aré complementary to the programmes included in the regular 
budget of the Organization;

2. NOTES further that the programmes conform to the general programme of work for the 
period 1973-19771 and that the research programmes are in accordance with advice received 
by the Director-General from the Advisory Committee on Medical Research; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to implement the programmes planned for 1973 to the extent 
to which funds become available.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1971, No. 193, Annex 11.


